- 


l 
94 
* 


eee 
2 Jar 


rn 
» - «0. hk 


wh Ares 4. > 
4 * 


3 
2 
r 


N 
TT, * % ” 


. K 


* 
3 


* * 
- 

9 
—— 


of 


* 
* 
T 


ad * ok. roo 


4 


* 
— 


y 


4 


4 
fot 


F 
G 
«} 4 - 


pp 


* 7 
* 
4 . 


D 


een 


A 


0 


= 


ſſſſyſſſſſſ 


Lud 


[| 


| 
| 


[| 


— 
—— 


inal 


WH 


[1 
! 


«do! 
den 
© 4% 


Aumann 


Hu 


— 
— 


_A__ 


e, 


1. 


2 
. 
a © 
* 
. 


— 


- . 
— 
. 
” 


BD 


OL 


mM 


. 
o 


— 


f 


[ 


WY 
; 


Il 


— + 
*- 
"—_— 


lu 


jj 


— 


i} 


— r—— 


2 
— 
— — 
- 
— 


= 
| 


mm 


— 
ä 


S 
' 2 


fits % 
p 


— 


= 26 _— 
r 


„ 
Vain! 

' 
"oe . 


(0 
[ 
4 0 q 
i 


\,+ 

t/ 
ny 
90 
4 


mmm 


| 


[ 
1 


Hmmm | 


Hamann 


Aula 


83 


. 


- 


l 
94 
* 


eee 
2 Jar 


rn 
» - «0. hk 


wh Ares 4. > 
4 * 


3 
2 
r 


N 
TT, * % ” 


. K 


* 
3 


* * 
- 

9 
—— 


of 


* 
* 
T 


ad * ok. roo 


4 


* 
— 


y 


4 


4 
fot 


F 
G 
«} 4 - 


pp 


* 7 
* 
4 . 


D 


een 


A 


0 


= 


ſſſſyſſſſſſ 


Lud 


[| 


| 
| 


[| 


— 
—— 


inal 


WH 


[1 
! 


«do! 
den 
© 4% 


Aumann 


Hu 


— 
— 


_A__ 


e, 


1. 


2 
. 
a © 
* 
. 


— 


- . 
— 
. 
” 


BD 


OL 


mM 


. 
o 


— 


f 


[ 


WY 
; 


Il 


— + 
*- 
"—_— 


lu 


jj 


— 


i} 


— r—— 


2 
— 
— — 
- 
— 


= 
| 


mm 


— 
ä 


S 
' 2 


fits % 
p 


— 


= 26 _— 
r 


„ 
Vain! 

' 
"oe . 


(0 
[ 
4 0 q 
i 


\,+ 

t/ 
ny 
90 
4 


mmm 


| 


[ 
1 


Hmmm | 


Hamann 


Aula 


83 


. 


| Prrvate BRV Or IONS. 


 Brjong& fora Hamil Lee ogra redo ip a | 


IN THREE PARTS. 
PART I 


8 one to molt Pub 2 . 


211 Evening PRAYERS jor Provate 


| Ther Waeks 3 8 


— — — 5 


| La oe Ron ors SACRAMENT, and vo 
8 e. 7 ook | © 


2, "LON DDN. „„ | 
Primed fr JAMES enn | 


* 


_—_— 


r 


— 


P 


Right Reverend Father in GOP, 


11 
3 
__ 
"26S 
* 155 

. BER 
- 
P = 

2 4 . 

© 3 
_—— 

1 

—— 
3 N 
SY 6 o 
4 

5 wo l dy 
* "= 
+; 7 

by: n 

of a - * 

. 8 LG - 

Bs. bg 


Lord Biſhop of LONDON. 


My LoRD, 


H OE VE R employs 
his Pen in the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, can never 
* be at a Loſs for a Per- 
ſon in high Life to patronize and 


protect his Performance, from the 
Enemies it may meet with in a 
WF vicked and degenerate Age, 
whilſt the God of all Mercies is 
pleaſed to favour the Dioceſe of 
= A 2 Lon- 


DS >.>. 


L 


DE DIOA 110 ON. 


London with your Lordſhip 5 
25 and Paſtoral juriſcketion | 


T7 F ever there was a Time] 
when the Publication of Devo- 4 
tions ſeemed particularly ſeaſon- 8 
able, the preſent muſt be thought : 
ſo when the Subveriion of our 
excellent Conſtitution: in Churdll 3 
and State 1s threatened by oY 1 


and unnatural Rebellion, i 


E VERY Thing dear and va- 
luable to TRUE CHRISTIANS and 
true ENGLISHMEN depends upon 
the Defeat of this cruel and 
daring Attempt; and all Event 
depend likewiſe upon God, with- * 
out whom ii is vain to 2 70 our | 
Bow, for it is not our Arrow can 
fave us. I have therefore a par- 


ticular Satisfaction 1 in ſending this 
Book 


DEDICATION. iii 


Book now into the World, which 
aims at advancing the Honoyr 
and Worſhip of Almighty God, 
le 5 and that e to thoſe 2 
vine Ordinances and Precepts, 
from which we can only hope for 
bis Bleſſing and Deliverance in 
ir F any ow or —_ — 


uur v ſubmit theſe my y 
poor Endeavours to your Lord- 
F thip's Candour and Good Na- 

„ture, and hope my Deſign and 

d Tu encram, to Promote Chriſtian 

ni Picty. and Devotion, will excuſe 

d my Want of Capacity to render 

this Work more perfect ark a- 

1- WF curate, 


nl Tre Acceptance and Patro- 
- nage, which the following Sheets 
is umbly hope for from your 


k : Lord- 


wv DEDICATION. 


Lordſhip, will, I doubt not from 
the general tern of all good 
Chriſtians for the Biſhop of Lon. 
don, procure them many Friends, p 
and raiſe a kind of Party in ther E 
Defence. 
e de Chriflikn Church and } 
Religion ſhould receive the 
leaſt Service from any Labour 
or Performance of mine in the 
Miniſtry, my chief End will be J 
anſwered, and I ſhall always be 
ſure of your Lordſhip's Approba- 4 
tion, which, next to that of the 
great Biſhop of our Souls, is ear- 


neſtly deſired by, — 
„„ | 
Zur LoRDSHIP'Ss 
At dutiful and devotea 
Humble Servant, 


Nov. 207745. 
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| HE great Number of Deve 
tional Books already publithed, 
may furniſh ſome Perſons with 
7 a very plauſible Objection to 
the following Sheets, eſpecially thoſe 
who join in the looſe Principles and Mo- 
W rals of a degenerate and corrupt Age, 
or have little, if any, Taſte for Things 
of a ſerious and religious Nature, 


-Þ 
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T am very ſenſible of what Value 
the Liberty of the Preſs is, and how be- 
neficial a Privilege in this free Country; 
but all Liberty may be abuſed, and the 

many profane and Judicrous Treatiſes, 
1 with 


vi PREFACE. 7 


Ds 


with which the Preſs has for ſome 
Fears ſo notoriouſly ſwarmed, are part 1 
of thoſe evil Communications which © car- 3 


rupt good Manners, and have 1 
tended to unhinge the F aith, which will 
naturally pervert the Morals, of many 


well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. How God has | 4 | 
been . the Holy re 4 | 


ridiculed, and Factions promoted by the 


many FfuGons of looſe Wits, and of 
„. becauſe abuſed, Parts, the 


grave and well-inclined Part of the 1 


World have long ſeen, with great Con- 4 


cern and Afſtoniſhment, in a Chriſtian 
Country; and I ſhall never agree with 
thoſe who may think the Publication of 
any good Books unneceſlary, till % 
appear as much diſpleaſed with, and as 
willing to reſtrain the Number of boi 
its. 
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Tur Enemy of all Religion, whoſ i 
Empire falls as that riſes, is very careful i 
to fow his Tares ; and ſhould not we be 
as diligent to ſow the Wheat ? Shall the 


former ſpread and increaſe to fuch a mon- 


itrous Height, and ſhall the latter be 


neglected 7; If the Poiſon of A I 1 
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s ſo generally adminiſter'd, ſhall we not 
be as induſtrious to ſupply Men with 


Antidotes againſt the Infection? Who that 
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is acquainted with the Wickedneſs of 
the Age, can think the Publication of any 
Book unſcaſonable, which ſeeks to ad- 
vance the Glory of the Almighty, and 
lead us to the Practices of Piety and 
EZ Virtue? May their Numbers and their 
Readers daily increafe, and the Preſs bt 
# continually employed in Works fo uſetu; 
and advantageous to Society; nor as 4 
have obſerved, ſhall I ever be of Opini- 


on, there are too many Books of Dea 
tion, till I perceive a viſible Decreaſe , or 
thoſe irreligious and blaſphemous Books, 
which ſeduce and divert Men from the 


Duties and Offices of Chriſtianity, which 
ruin our Youth, and, like a hard Froſt 


in the Spring, to the vegetative Nature, 
deſtroy the growing Beauty of God's 
Image in Man, and blaſt all the Fruits, 
which would proceed and ripen into Vir- 
tue, from a good and religious Education. 


Taz moral World, like a Rowlands 


not be the worſe for the many Informa- 


Lions, which are placed in it of the Towns 


Am © before 
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before us, and which ſerve to keep us 
from miſtaking our Way. We are al 


200 
SW 

8 2 
4 
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Paſſengers to a better Place, and are kan 3 


ing in this Road of Life to a ws 1 


much preferable to this Vale of Miſery : 


And where is the Inconvenience of a 
Multitude of thoſe religious Treatiſes, 
which are the Chriſtians directive Mats 8 || 


pointing out the Path to eternal Lite, 
and ſhewing us the Way wherein we 


ſhould go, in order to arrive at the Ha- 


ven where wwe would be? 


1 OR a as well as temporal 


Things there are various Taſtes and In- 
clinations. Some are pleaſed with one 
Manner of Writing, ſome with another, 
and with the diferent Stiles, Periods, 
and Expreſſions of Authors, though they 
all tend to the ſame End, Men are dif- 


 Ferently affected; ſo that ce Book, ſuit- MF 


lag the particular Humour and Diſpoſi- 


tion of the Reader, may work upon the 


Mind more than anotLer, which per- 
haps is better wrote, but not ſo much in 


his Taſte and Apprehenſion. 
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PREFACE i 


1 3 Ir was with this Intent and in Hopes, 
to gain more to Chriſt and his Religion, 
that many have added to the Multipli- 
city of Books on ſerious and religious Sub- 
jects, and with no View to depreciate 


their Credit, but, with a Senſe of their 


| J | Uſefulneſs and Ingenuity, have pub- 
. Þ liſhed others, in order to promote the 


ry Thing that is new invites to a Peru- 
ſal, and ſomething perhaps may be met 
with to engage the Reader's Attention, 
and be convincing and perſuaſive to holy 
and religious Converſation. 


Tus being alſo my View in this Work, 
and having not the leaſt Defign to prejudice 
y any pious Performance of another; it was 
„not without great Concern, more for the 
. & Regard to Self-Intereſt which appeared in 
. & {ome Propricters of another Work, than 
c for my own Sake, that I perceived this Book 
. WF cenfured before its Appearance, and un- 
1 FF kindly ſuggeſted to be an Iinpoſition of 
their Book, or ſomething from it, upon 
de Public, before one Line or Tittle of 
7 IF © cout poflibly be known to them. Bur 


R 3 tine 


Increaſe of Piety and Devotion; for eve- 


T + PREAPBACE. þ 
| the Title-page, it is ſaid, bears a near 
Reſemblance : Is it nearer than the Title Wt 
of a New Manual to a Manual of Deco. r 
tions; or than a New Duty to the 1 bole 
Duty of Man? And can the Proprietors 8 
of a New, Manual of Devetions be more Wt 
injured by the Newe/? Manual, than the 
others I have mentioned by their Publi- 
cations? Have not the ſame Texts pro- 
c uced ſeveral Sermons? And could the Mt 
Proprietorsof Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Works Wt 
juſtly arraign the Character of another Mt: 
Eiſhop, who ſhould publiſh a Volume of 
Sermons upon his Subjects, and on the 
Days and Occaſions on which he preached 
and publiſhed them? Every one has a 
Right to publiſh his Thoughts and Me- F< 
thods of Devotion; and J again aver I 
did it without any ill Opinion of their 
Book, or deſire to prejudice the Propri- 
etors that have attacked this Work; and 
their Cenſure of this, not” only in its in- 
fancy and weak State, but before its Birth, 
ſome would not ſcruple to ſay, was un- 
generous and unnatural. 


To pirate from another Author, and 
to ſcll his Werk under a different FR Y 
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PREFACE. 3 


J think is diſhoneſt and ſcandalous ; but 
Ito publiſh a quite dyferent Book, diffe- 
rent Forms of Prayer, and on many other 
and different Occaſions, and to be thus 
treated is extremely unaccountable. My 
Bock is in Three" Parts, ſo are many 
others. Upon the whole I am more 
| Worry for, than angry with them, and wiſh 
Ho well to any Book wrote in the Cauſe of 
Religion, and which deſerves ſo well as 
"Whcirs, that I hope the Shame they mult 
Make to themſelves will be all their Pu- 
$ niſnment and Prejudice, who, for my 
vn Part, very heartily forgive them. 


. is 
Wh r 
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Tux Book and Plan Which I have 
—chiefly conſulted are the Holy Scriptures, 

whoſe Phraſes and Expreſſions compoſe 
great Part of this Work. The Method 
I have endeavoured to obſerve, and could 
have been glad more to imitate, is our 
WF <xcellent Liturgy, ſome of whoſe Col- 
IF i<cts, and Part of whoſe Prayers I have 
made uſe of, but believe I ſhall never hear 
in /uch a Manner from Mr. BASKET, 
becauſe he is the Proprietor of Bibles and 
Canon Proyer-books, If 1 ſhould, I could 
. not 


xi PREFACE A 
not avoid chuſing thoſe Plans as the beſt 4 | 


on which. a Book of Devotions can be 
formed, =. 
xo the whole I have compiled thi 
Book with the Deſign of many Authon 
before me, to ſtir up the too dying Em- 
bers of Religion, to move many cool and 
luke-warm Chriſtians to thoſe heaven) 
Duties of Prayer and Praiſe, which of al 
others are the moſt acceptable to the Di. f 
vine Majeſty of Heaven. YZ 


4 


O may we all that profeſs the Religion; 
of Chriſt, and hope for his Salvation, by r 
godly and devout Prayers and Meditz 
tions, give an evident Teſtimony to the 
World whoſe Servants we are, and where, 
in our greateſt Pleaſure in this World 
does conſiſt ; that we may enjoy a perpe i 
tual Communion with the high and fi- 
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pream Object of our Adoration, and i 
ceive an Eternity of Happineſs for th 
Time which we have ſpent in ſuch hol 


_ Exerciles, q 


Y 8 1 


1 PREFACE. . mit 
1 cerely conſidered the Shortneſs and Un- 
xþ 3 ertainty of Life, that the World and 
every Thing in it ' paſſeth away ; that we 
1 are liable to many Sorrows, fram which 
the powerful Hand of Divine Providence 
1 an only deliver us. 

1. 


a 


TH 1s Book W its Appearance in a 


91 Var of great Danger and Trouble, when 
al Whoſe Judgments of God are in the Earth, 
* | 1 rom whence we ſhould learn Righteouſ- 


Foreign War, and are troubled with rebel- 
| | Nous Inſurrections at Home, to the great 
Harard of our excellent Conſti tution in 
Church and State, Let us humble our- 

J nb under the Almighty Hand of God, 
ere nd, to have his Deliverance at preſent, 


ola 3 ind his Divine Protection and Preſerva- 


pe. tion in any future Troubles, perform pun- 
fu. tually and faithfully the Duties of Fun 


te ic and private Devotion. 


e 
how May this Book cnc to this Glu- 
ry End, be ſerviceable to the Chriſtian 
World, and may every pious Reader join 
vith me in Ai 18 That God would by 


his 


ip when we have the Calamity of a 


we PREFACE. | 

his Grace make theſe my poor LabowW 
as ſucceſsful, as the Wickedneſs and Im- 
piety of the Times have made them ji 
fenable and neceſſary, | 5 JH 
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THE 
IxTRODUCTION. 


j DN the Reaſonableneſs and Ne e- 
$ ceſſity of PRAYER, 


301 1 F all the Duties of our holy Religi- 
al Y 4 on, there is none comes to us with 

* more leading Inducements to per-. 
form it than Prayer. What can 


: nl ſtrike more ſenſibly uponthe Mind 
% f a rational Creature than the Command and 


Vill of his Creator? Eſpecially when he con- 
gers his continual Want of his Care and Pro- 
ciion. Philoſophy owns the fame Power re- 
Nauiſite to preſerve as to create, and whoever 
W-fic&ts on the merciful Operations of di- 
ie Providence, will perceive a daily Exer- 
ie of God's creating Grace in- our Pre- 


ters with which this Life is ſurrounded. 

lr for the many Supplies which Nature 
Lands in Need of, God had order'd us to do 
egreat Thing, to perform ſome very dif- 
ut. and laborious Taſk, ſhould we not have 
one it? How much more when he only 
= * fas. 


ration from the many Accidents and Diſ- 
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1 - The INTRO DVC TION. "Mx 
ſays, aft and ye fhall receive; knock and ii I 
ſhall be opened unto you. The Prayer of the 


Righteous has been aptly call'd, * 1% Rey 
God's Mercy Seat, and is the preſcrib? d Mean F 
5 


of coming at divine Favours and Bleſſings 
Gratitude lays its Obligations upon the Mays 
of Honour and Integrity to worſhip and o- 
bey that God in whom he /zves, moves, and 
has his Being : a Regard to his own Intereſt: 
is a prevailing Motive to the Man of Wiſ-% 
dom and Prudence, and all the three Grace 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, move and ac: > 
tuate the Chriſtian to perform this Duty. 
EARTHLY Courts will have their Dignity 
kept up and maintain'd; we muſt be Suiters lt 
to them and ſubmiſſively petition for che Jul 4 
tice we have a Right to: Shall the Court a ö 
Heaven be lighted and diſregarded ? which 
can immediately throw down the mightieſt$ 
trom their Benches and Seats of Power, ad 
diſtributes of its own free Grace, without any 
Right of the Peritionver. God is Lord ard 
Proprietor of all Things, and to perpe- 
tuate the Senſe of his divine Sove reignty 
and Prerogative, orders us by Prayer "an 4 
Supplicution, with Thankſgiving, to let vii 
Requeſt be made knewn unto him. 7 1 
Wu N we ſee Men doing Sacrifice to e 
Net, laying a vain Streſs upon human Calf 
pacity, we lee an unhappy Abſence of Rei 
ton and Reflection, a ſhameful F orgetfulnel 


of the firſt Cauie and Mover of all Things in 


* Oratio juſt, Clavis Cœli. Gerhard. 


* 


N The INTRODUCTION. ill 
1 W;vine Providence is the Spring that ſets our 
ie Actions in any ſucceſsful Motion, and when 
u at clogs the Wheels of mighty Chariots they 
ve heavily. The ſame Diligence, Inge- 
5 Wity, and Application to Buſineſs by which 


4 by. 


me Men climb the Hill of Fortune and 
"Þoſperity, will not give others the common 
"0 eceſſaries and Supports of Life; one Man 
Wis in the ſame Schemes which another pur- 
s arid thrives in; We cannot boaſt of the 
cceſs of any Enterprize any more than 
can of To-morrow, and it is only in the 
eaſt of infinite Knowledge what a Day may 
g forth. Between the Formation and 


tels KB ecution of our Schemes, God may be ſo. 
A with the Preſumption of our own Suf- 
Y ol Miency, as to put an End to our Lives and 
Ne | 


"yh Projects: When be taketh away the Breath 


cn the mighty Man and Projector, he muſt 
ane 21d turn again to his Duſt. We ſhould be 
"= e then to prove the Independence of 
ar 


eatureſhip before we take any Liberties 
dur God. 3 

Ir is amazing to ſee ſo many moving un- 
dhe bright Canopy of Heaven, that glo- 
Firmament which ſheweth God's bandy 
. To ſee them ſharing the Benefit of 
Sun's Influence upon human Bodies, all 
Beauties and Gratifications of created 
We, and at the ſame Time to ſee them 
Naegligent in his Worſhip, and fo remiſs 
Wile Duties which are the eaſy Terms 
Conditions of his Grace and Favour. 
. Did 
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Did ſome great Man upon Earth raiſe u 
from a mean and obſcure Station, and hs 
us out into a wealthy Place, how ready ſhoul(:; Y 
we be upon all Occaſions to expreſs our Senſe? 2 
of his Kindneſs, and how diligent in any i 
Thing which we imagin'd would oblic i: 
him ? If he ſhould put no greater Price upa 
his Favour than an Ackn owledgement 0:8 
it, or lay no greater Taſk or Difficulty upa 88 
us, than to petition in order to receive his Be. 4 
nefits, the Sanity of his Mind would 6 
much queſtion'd who ſhould refuſe wy 
Friendſhip, and hazard his Diſpleaſure va 
ſuch (to a generous and grateful Soul) . 4 
ther pleafant than hard Conditions: But, wih IJ 
how much Reaſon does our bleſſed SaviouY 
proclaim the Children of this World wiſer i 
iheir Generations than the Children of Lin! 1 | 
WHEREVER earthly Power is lodg'l 
we perceive Homage and Attendance, anc 4 tl 
Hopes which we form trom the great 0 
of this World, carry us with Diligence ai 1 
Conſtancy to their Courts and Levces ; 6 & 
Smile, every Compliment and Civility "YN 
conſtrue Eſteem and Affection; they fir f 
our fond Imagination of their Fri: ndihip an 3 
Retpect, and fan our Views and .Expeci 
tions from them. Their Meſſages and Conf N 
mands are receiv'd as Marks of the higkdl q 
Honour, and executed with the greateſt Pun : 
tuality. Neceſſity forms the Creatures = 
human Power, and ſpeaks to them witiy 4 
Sort of lovercign Authority, bidding 47 
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I The IN TRODUCTION. v 
wid they go, do this, and they do it, Few 
",K&ruple to lupplicate, kneel, and intreat for 
ald Wuman Favour; but the divine Majeſty of 
nk Heaven and Earth, who is faithful when he pro- 
am %, righteous in all his Mays, who has all Things 
lig his Diſpoſal : I ſay the Courts of his Heuſe 
Po Ire ſhamefully thin, and many ſnatch, as it 


ere, the Favours of his Providence without 


bd upplication, or Thankſgiving, Though he 
Be W uit give before we can gather, open his 
vo land before wwe can be filled with Gocd; no 
In De is treated with ſo much Neglect, 
A goolneſs, and Indifference as the Lord our 
e Pod. How do we check ourſelves with 
WMecgard to worldly Power and Superiority ? 
ow cautious in our Words and Actions 
the exalted Worms of human Nature? 
ut how looſe and unguarded with Reſpect 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, whole 
ower to reward or puniſh is fo much more 
rtenſive, and can reach to the Deſtruction 
r Prefervation of the Sculs as well as Bodies 


eve Men. | 

VV VV are not afraid to ſpeak evil of God's 
1 iWoh Dignity, and the Infidel of human Learn- 
Pg and Ingenuity makes it his Diverſion, to 
_ ed as it were the Venom of his Parts, 


1 

= . & ; BY. ; 
unſt the Lord his Maker. The blaſphe- 
0 ous and prophane Plebeian ſends out hor- 
MM 7 » 5 

( Volleys of Oaths and Imprecations, and 


be es a Preſcription to fin from the Influence 
WI | 


3 1 
- 
9 
- 8x 
[4 0 an” 
* 4Þ ” 
\ *V \ 


uch bad Example. Tho? human Laws are 
ade to compel Obedience to the divine ones, 
ml 


+3 - and 
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and in particular to reſtrain this preſumptuous® 1 
and the more fooliſh, becauſe unprofitabla 
Crime, of ſwearing and curſing; yet Mel 
flatter themſelves (falleſly, I hope) with 2 
Inattention to ſpiritual Wickedneſs, and 4 
commit, as if, Treaſon againſt the King of Hu 
ven was not worthy the Notice and Puniſh8 1 
ment of Magiſtrates. 4 
Dip not the Piety and Devotion of a fer 1 
Hor ſbippers in Sion, the Prayers of a right: 
ous Minority, go up for a Memorial beion 
God; and was not the ſame Attribute « i 
Mercy now graciouſly exerted, which 1 
the generous Interceſſion of faichful Aue 9 
ham, would ſpare a whole wicked City {ol 
tens Sake, we might juſtly apprehend 0 I 
immediate Hand of divine Power and Ven 
geance, and that God who has purer Eye 4 
than to behold Iniquity, would vi/it for jul 
Things as are grown modiſh and faſhionable 
When God's Judgments arei n the Eartb, I wou 
be glad to know of the Infidel and Tran 
greflor of his Commands, who can ſtop te 1 
Power of his Wrath? 4 
INFIDELITY is a Sort of Trick . politic 4 
Device, to grant Men's ſenſual Paſſions an ei 
ceſſive Indulgence. If a God of all Power va 
acknowledged, a ſupream Being, over-rulin 
Men and Things by his Providence, able! 
confer Puniſhment and everlaſting Felicity, 8 
deal out temporal and eternal Puniſhment 
if theſe Things were to be admitted by the If 


fidels and great Sinners of our Times; and 
i 3 
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3 The INTRODUCT 10N. vii 
dus Ar the Commands of ſuch a Being, plainly 
able irected againſt their darling Iniquity, were 


Men Igreed to be binding; what a ſtumbling Block 

| a ould be in the Way to their ſinful Plea- 

a Wires? But they deny all, that they may 

Hi Pommit all, and with the Embargo of Re- 

nſh-Woion taken off, fail freely into the wide O- 
"WMean of Vice. ol 

fer BY Wur Satan, the Parent of evil Princi- 


IF dence, and the Ways of Religion will be 


ble Mays of Pleaſantneſs, and all its Paths 
ty, eee. ED 
nent Or his abundant Goodneſs he made Man, 
he Ind after he had ſin'd moſt wonderfully, 


im'd the Method of his Redemption; 
* B 4 though 


vii The InTRoDUCT1oON. 'N 
though ſuch Sin produced the Thorns lf ; 
Thiſtles of Life, and changed a delightt 9 
Paradiſe to a Valley of Tears; yet there ar f 


many Comforts very graciouſiy mix'd with 


the Sorrows of the World, and to thoſe Things, 8 
with are neceſſary for our Health and Safety 
Here, God has added thoſe ſpuitual Favoun 
and Bleſiings which are requiſite to pro- 
mote the End of that Redemption, ou i 
everlaſting Happineſs in a future State. . 
Man is compoled of a Soul as well as Body, 
whoſe Wants are not to be ſupply'd, nor is 
Maladies removed by any thing of a tempo 
ral and carnal Nature, there are the hoh 
Scriptures, thoſe rich Paſtures for the Soul 4 
to feed in, and which convey to it the glo- 
rious Ideas of its Happineſs and 1 mmorts 3 
lity ; that it will ſhortly looſe and ſhake off e E, 
Clogs and Hindrances of its fleſhly and cor 
rupt Companion, and be at liberty to peril 
form its ſpiritual Operations; that it will be 
ſeparated from, and not re- united to the Body 
till it is diveſted of its groſs Materials, and q 
like the glorious Body of our adorable Savi' 
our and Redeemer : Theſe Things convey "i 
the Mind the joyous and peaceable Fruits 08 
Faith, ſo that when the Tribute of Moral 
18 demanded, and the King of Terrors lay 
Seige to this weak Citadel of Nature, te 
Poor Creatures in Garriſon, if I may lo ipeak 
may march out with all the Honours of thei 
Chriſtan Warfare, and being Priſoners 1 
Hope, rejoice in his Conqueſt and their Ob- 
gation | 


— 


70 ion, to obey thoſe Commands which for our 
ar Hncouragement, are not grievous. Every Du- 
A. wy required of us brings with it ſome Pro- 

ody, It to ourſelves; there are few Paſſions ex- 

r it, Feſſively indulged without Detriment to our 

50 ealth and Conſtitution, without ſome per- 

hoh Picious Conſequence to the Body or Mind. 

Cul he Commandments of the Lord are ſaid in 
olo- 43 dcripture to be given us tor our Good, and 

"tz e teacheth us, to profit. From the Services of 

the Plaves the Maſter alone receives Advantage, 
col. but from God's Service Man, not himſelf re- 


i 
11 bez 
0 
an 


davi- 


and ration to ſurrender. 
tte The Death of the Righteous, and like the 
are Funuch from Philip, the faithful Soul goes 


BEL, 
1 6" 


vith way rejoicing. 


41 forts diſpenſt to us, there, muſt appear the 


y ol þ Prayer is aSupply of ſomething we want from 


ts off 
alin 
12 
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The INTRODUCTION. ix 
Life is not ſweeter than 


Fox the ſpiritual as well as temporal Com- 


joſt engaging Motives to Piety and Devo- 


eives Benefit. What can God gain by our 
Services? They are graciouily and generoutly 
alculated for our own Good; we are taught 
o ak that we may receive, to ſeek that w 
Bay And. The End and Conſequence fy 


od who is called our Hield and Sun, the one 
o defend us, the other to furniſh us with 
all Good. 
Every Stream of Comfort flows from the 
preat and divine Ocean of Mercy; God is All- 
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not perhaps in the manner expected, in the 


FP 


up, tho' the Furxace was heated, and there 


vidential Regard of God appear'd in an 


or Diſappointment? We forget and neglect our 1 
Duty to God, and then in any Misfortune 
think he neglects and forſakes us. Thoug! 


common and natural way, yet God always 
helps and preſerves his faithful Servants; 
tho? the cruel Sentence was executed againſt 
the three righteous Men who would not 
worſhip the Image which the King had ſa 


was no viſible way of Eſcape, yet the pro- 


extraordinary Manner, and no fierce Flame, 
under the Reſtraint of Divine Power, could 
hurt, or tranſmit even the Smell of Fire to 

them. „„ 2 a 
W no could neglect their Duty to Goi 8 
that would but recolle& the ſeveral Wind- 
ings and Actings of his Providence in 
favour of the Righteous ? What was the 
Conſequence of young Joſepb's Piety and 
Virtue? As he was the beſt, fo he was in 
the end the happieſt of Jacob's Children; 
they had their Remorſe of Conſcience when 
his Mind was at Peace; he was raiſed from 
his Pit to a happy Station under Potiphar, 
and when that ſerene Part of Lite was 
again overclouded, and his Virtue caſt into 
Priſon and Confinement, what a Way did 
Divine Providence pave thro' that Dungeon 
to a Court? and what Happineſs is ſeen to 
recompence his Toils and Fatigues? Honelt 
Aordccai would not ſinfully bend to the Hu- 
| = mou x 
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ws | The In TxoDUCT1ON, X1 
our mour and Pride of Haman, he thought it a 
une Crime to bow to an Amalekite, and tho' he 
agh fand his Nation were juſt upon being cruſhed 
the by the Weight of his Power, yet how do 
/ays they all eſcape, and how is he rewarded and 
its; honoured at laſt for his Faithfulneſs and Per- 
ünſt ſeverance? 
not TERRE is no loſing the gracious Effect of 
let * God's Providence but by parting with our 
here Reaſon, and neglecting his Worſhip and Ser- 
Pro- vice. If we perform our Duty God will never 
an Weave us nor forſake us; the Arrows of Envy and 
me, Oppoſition may fly, but will miſs their 
2uld Mark, or if they wound, God can and will 
e to Meal us, and ſheath their Daggers at laſt in 
heir own Breaſts. He may think it proper 
God to humble us by Afflictions, but like a tender- 
ind- Wearted wiſe Phiſician aims at the Recovery, 
nin toes not love to torture the Patient, and his 
the Pliſters are taken off when the Cure is per- 
and form'd. There is no Cloud of Misfortune too 
is in thick or too black for the bright Sun of his 
ren; Frovidence to break and ſhine thro', and ac- 
hen Fording to our Faith in his All- ſufficiency, to 
rom pur Proof of it by Prayer an] Devotion, it 
Har, ill be done unto us; Weeping may endure 
was or a Night, but Foy cometh in the Morning. 
into Can it then be acting the Part of an honeſt 
did Man or a Chriſtian, to refuſe God the Things 
zeon t are his, when his great Effigies, the Super- 
n to cription, it J may ſo call it of his divine Provi- 
"neſt F-<nce is ſtampt upon all created Nature, upon 
Hu- Very thing which we want, upon all we can 
3 wiſh 
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wiſh or hope for? And how reaſonable, how 


parel of Words, grateful to the Ears of 
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neceſſary is the Duty of Prayer, was I to add, 
Nothing more to the Reaſons I have given? 
But the very Power to ſpeak to and lite up 4 
our Voice to God, the noble Faculty which 1 


fits us for, is again an Argument to enforcethe J 


Duty. To be able to dreſs our high Notions! 
and Thacghe of God in the beauteous 41 8 


Heaven, is an Endowment and Bleſſing, for 
which we ſtand greatly indebted to the God 
of Nature. By Speech we are made ſociable 
Creatures, can give our Sorrows the Vent of | 


Utterance to a Friend; by Speech the Con- | 


ceptions of our Minds are diſcloſed, and our 
Wants communicated and made known: But 
what are all theſe Advantages to the high 
Honour and Privil-ees which the Chriftiin 


noble Faculty? who converſes with the moſt! 
high God by Prayer; who expreſſes thereby 3 
the affectionate Sentiments of his Heart to 
God, and makes that Confeſſion and Ac- 
knowledgement of his creating and redeeming 
Grace, which a learned Divine calls Faith in 4 
&e Mouth of a Chriſtian. Our bleſſed Sa- 


| 
4 
Devoree receives from the Exerciſe of this 1 
3 
g 
. 
N 


yiour in a Parable ſhews us the Virtue of Im- 3 


portunity, and by the Succeſs of a poor op- 
preſt Widow, from a Judge that feared nar E 1 


We ought always to pray, and not to Tait: 3 
Wx are exhorted by the Apoſtle to pray 
eextinually, and without ceaſing ; that is, not F 
oq 
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10 4 d be always in the Cloſet and on our Knees 
a0 che formal Geſture of Prayer, but in eve- 
en 4 Enterprize to litt up the Heart to God 
up EE. r his Bleſſing, and never to ceaſe nor neglect 


nich We ſolemn and ſtated Hours and Times 
— rr Devotion. Whenever I ſee a Man care- 
ions ss in his religious Dutys, I fee a Man un- 
Ap Wppily blind to his preſent and eternal In- 
; of reſt, ignorant of the great Power to whom 


for e owes all his Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments 


50d ad as no Reflection is ſo galling as that 
ablc hl dur Underſtanding, I want to know 
t of Phat Stupidity is equal to that of be ing ſen- 
on- Able there is a God able to ſave and to 
our Netroy, and yet rot mindful of his Orders 
But Wd Commands ; knowing he can, and yet 
wo Waring him to puniſh? Who can pity their 
tian Miſeries, that are above aſking Relief? 
this rd if we 4%, and have not, *tis becauſe 


„„ e aſe amiſs. Prayer acceptable to God, is 
reby That flows from an humble and faithful 
rt to Mind, and is a Manifeſtation of the good 


Ac-i | e e, lodged in the Hearts of Chriſti- : 
ning 1 ns, which is offer'd up in Terms as ſuitable 
in s we can make it to the Ear of infinite Wiſe 
Sa- om: It is what is offer'd with Sincerity : 
Im- 3 or God is faid 2% know te OY of the 
Op- 7 pirit. 


urn are many Examples in ſacred 
9 » rit, and *tis to be feared are not wanting 
4 yl theſe our Days, of unſucceſsful and unac- 
| Fptable Prayers. The * Prophet ſpeaks of a 
People's 


*Hoſea vii. 4. 
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If we pray to be rich, if we deſire any Fuel 
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People's praying with ſeeming Earneſtnek « 
yet meeting with no Regard nor Ac. > 
ceptance with the Lord: Ze did not call up 
me, ſaith the Lord, when ye howled upon y 
Beds, for you aſſembled yourſetves for Corn al 
for Wine. To regard Iniquity in our Heart 
when we pray, has the Aſſurance of Scripture, | 3 
that the Lord will not hear us. It has been 
well obſerved, that we may pray for tempord 
Things in a ſpiritual Manner, and the Deſit 
be good, and ſuch Prayer accepted; and 
that on the other Hand, we may pray for 
ſpiritual Things in a carnal Manner, and the 
Heart be evil, and the Petition unavailable, 


to our ſtrong Paſſions, to be placed on the 
Hill which our vain Ambition aims at, it 
is an inordinate Deſire, and is as much 2s 
to petition a pure Being to ſupply us with the 
Means of Evil. If we pray for Health, not 
to live more pleaſantly and luxuriouſly, not 
a 
f 
f 
L 
4 
4 


to take our Swing of earthly Amuſements * 


and Enjoyments; but that we may be in a fit 4 
Frame to ſerve God and our Fellow- | 
Creatures, the more enabled to anſwer the 
Ends and Purpoſes for which moral Beings 
were created, that God may receive Glen, i 1 
and Society ſome Benefit therefrom : Such 
Prayer 1s acceptable to God, and his Ears 4 
are open to ſuch Petitions. I 
THERE may be only ſelfiſh Views in Prayer; 
it may not proceed from any Love of God, 
and * unacceptable and 1 3 
tho' 
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ine o' the Matter be good, and the Subject ſpiri- 
Ac. Wal. For Example: We may pray for the 
191; Praces of the Goſpel, for Repentance, and ma- 
; you other Things of a religious and ſpiritual Na- 
2 a re, and yet not for any Worth that we 
earn Wſcern in the Subjects of our Petitions ; not 
ture, r any Taſte that we have for ſuch Goſpel 
been 4 races and Virtues; but as Things e- 
pord feſſary to carry us to Heaven, when we can 
Yeſirr Ive no longer in this favourite World. Too 
and any, I fear, act with Regard to religious 
for- Puties, to that of Charity in particular, as if 
| the ey wickedly and blaſphemouſly thought 
able, hat a Compoſition might be made with Hea- 
Fuel Wen, and that a few-Prayers at our laſt Hour, 
1 the ter a long Series of ſpiritual Sloth and Neg- 
t, it ct, that a little Repentance, and a few 
h as Fharitable Bequeſts of what we can keep no 
1 the Monger, will be a ſufficient Atonement for 
not pur Miſdeeds and a Qualification for Happi- 
not gels: But every Duty riſes or falls in Eſteem 
ents nd Value, in Proportion to the Principle it 
a fit Ws acted upon. Tho! we ſpeak with the 
ow- WW ongues of Angels, and are ever ſo benefi- 
the ent, without Charity we are Nothing; the 
ings Love of God muſt be ſbed abroad in our Hearts, 
ory, nd not Words alone, but the Affection of 
uch he Heart, form the Duty of Prayer, 
Zars 8 Trike is a wide Difference between the 
IF rayers of the Righteous and the Wicked, 
yer; 8 ho? the Compoſition of the Jatter as to well- 
od, rhoſe Periods, may excel thoſe of the formers 
ven and the Geſture of the one be equally devout 
ho' i | and 


, 
85 1 5 
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and ſeemingly ſerious as the other : Til 

Eyes and Hands of both may be lifted 19 
to God, and yet as in the Caſe of Cain; 
and his Brother's Offering, one may be ac 
cepted and the other ſet at nought. When 
the Sons of God went to preſent chemſe f 
before the Lord, we read, that Satan went 
alſo to preſent himſelf, Upon what Princi 4 
ple can it be imagined, that he joined then 
in that Act of Adoration, if I may ſo call i, 
that religious Duty ? Had he any Love 0 I 
God, againſt whom he had revolted and 1 
bell'd ? whoſe creating Grace and Deſign i: 
| ſtrove to fruſtrate ; who introduc'd Sin the 
one Thing hateful to God ; but ſtill he wen I 
to preſent himſelf, which was no Act of ien 
but what he was obliged to, being under tit 
ſame Divine Power, and forced, Tho' unwib! 
ling, to pay his Homage and etw 
God's Right and Supremacy over every crea- 
ted Being. I am very far from ſuch an unchari. ; ; 
table Cenſure of any Chriſtian, as to ſuppole il 
the ſame diabolical Spirit as in him at the 
Time of his Preſentment of himſelf to God; bu 
there is too much Reaſon to fear that many 4 
pray to him as a cuſtomary Duty, as a thing 4 a 
which they are obliged to; from which they 
expect ſome Service, or trom the Neglect of 
which they apprehend ſome Puniſhment ; 
and at the ſame Time want that Affection of | Z 
the Soul to God, that Faith and Princip 

which conſtitute true Piety and Devotion. 


Tak I 
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raurxx are many who are ſecretly ſenſible 
God's Power over created Beings, and that 
is the Object of a Creature's Adoration, 

a trom the Force of Conſcience preſent them- 
108 ves before the Lord in Prayer: But their 
ve ity is a Task upon them, and their Souls 
ent e not like David's, fed as it were with Mar- 
„ and Fatneſs, whilſt they praiſe God with 


em / Lips. There is a Difference in the 
it, Performance of the Duty, and therefore a 


Pifference in the Effect; for ſome ſiniſter 
e. nds we may put on the Mask of Religion: 
e And as J have obſerved with regard to Infi- 
he elity there is a worldly Policy alſo in the 
te Proteſſion and Shew of Devotion, which may 
% raw the Wicked into the Congregation of 
ie he Righteous, 
1-28 A Form of Godlineſs has proved ſucceſsful, 
ge nd gain'd very often that Confidence of Men, 
rhich poor Widows and wrong'd Orphans 
. Wave frequently felt the dire Effects of. Bad 
$5 the World is, there are, Thanks be to 
od, ſome Friends and Lovers of God, who 
i in every minute Circumſtance have his Ho- 
Pour and Religion at Heart, whoſe Delight 
in the Saints that are in the Earth, and 
= who excel in Virtue. Such pious Be- 
WW icvcrs do not care to approach thoſe Dwel- 


; 1 lings, which may be called the Tents of Un- 
i BZ -4/rne/s : In their worldly Dealings and 


Correſpondence they chuſe Men of Piety and 
1 Religion, and except they could reform, are 
anwilling to enter into the Houſe or Shop 


* 


0 929 0 


xvii The IN TRODPUCT ION. 
any more than into the Path of the Michel i 
Such holy Perſons compoſe part of tho 
bleſſed who in the beautiful Clymax li 
the Pialmiſt, will not walls in the Coun 
of the ungodly, nor ſtand in the Way of Sn 
ners; and which might ſtill argue a greate r. 
Eſteem of, and Pleaſure in their Company, 
will not it in the Seat of the Scornful. Now 
to gain theſe, the Habit of Religion and De 
votion ſeems neceflary, and many Men 
wicked and looſe Principles have iransformei 
themſelves into Angels of Light. * 
AGain Men may be forced as it were, by * 
ſome Extremity, to come to God in Prayer, 
not out of Love for, but Fear of him, or be. 
cauſe they have ſought all other Means g 
Help and Deliverance, and have not been abe 
to find it. Their whole Lives have been ſpent 
in the Service of this World, in heaping up 
its Riches and purſuing its vain Pleaſures; and 
when the Hand of God comes fuddenly upon 
them, when by ſome torturing Diſeaſe he 
ſeems to be pulling down the brittle, how. 
ever vainly adorned, Fabrick of a mortal 
Body: When the cloſed Curtains of a Sick 
bed ſhut out the Thoughts and Hopes oF 
Life; then the Tongue, which perhaps ha 
blaſphemed, utters its Cries to God, and th J 
Duty at ſuch Time is performed, which till then 
has been ſhamefully neglected; to ſuch I ſhall 
only ſpeak in the Words of Scripture, Mh 
Hope hath the Hypocrite when he hath heap 
up Riches, when God ſhall come and pull * 


2 
1 
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5 is Soul ? Will God hear his Prayer when be 
0% ies? Will be call upon God at all times? Tis to 
MW: fear'd ſuch have no inward Love for, no 
Peligbt in God, which is the Scripture Qualifi- 
tion for his giving us our Heart's Deſire: The 
Prayers of ſuch bear an unhappy Reſemblance 
Jo the wringing of Hands and lamentable Cries 
If Malefactors in our Courts of Juſtice, 
hen Sentence is pronouncing againſt them; 
is no Love of the Judge, no Regard to 
he Laws they have offended, which force 
heir Prayers: The Extremity of their Cale, 
FWheir Dread of Puniſhment bend their Knees, 
nd throw them into that proſtrate and hum- 
ple Poſture. By Pardon or Reprieve their Spi- 
its would be raiſed, and all this ſuppli- 
Font Behaviour, as Scripture very juſtly re- 
marks, lie à morning Cloud and early Dew 
uy would paſs away. By Recovery from Sick- 

Ineſs, and afreſh Launch into the World, and 
its Pleaſures, the Spirit of Devotion has been 
often evaporated. Let it then be a Caution 
to us to pray continually and faithfully, not 
to poſtpone a Duty ſo reaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary, *till the happy Effect and Succeſs of it 
gare doubtful : Whatever Buſineſs we purſue, 
125 let our Hearts, if our Hands are engag'd, 


be lifted up co God for his Bleſſing; and 
let not all the Work of Religion be to do, 
in thoſe laſt Moments wherein we are ſo unfit 
tor it, 

* Ir is another great Encouragement to 
dhe Duty of Prayer, that we hav ea well- 
1 | | | grounded 
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grounded Hope of Succeſs, from the Pall 
miſes and Veracity of God, He 7s faith 
that hath promiſed ; and call upon me in i! 
Time of Trouble, ſo will I hear thee, and MM. 
ſhalt glorify me. There can be no Certainty i: 
ſucceeding in our Petitions but to the God MP 
lone of Truth and of all Mercies. We mul: 
kneel to earthly Princes, not ſpeak, but deliv« WW * 
our Petitions, and which they often never read . 
nor know the Contents of. We may probe 
bly petition ſomething, which their Courtien Mt 
and Attendants to whom they are given, 
may want themſelves for ſome Friend 0 i 
their own; or the Matter of a poor Subject 
Petition, tho? of the greateſt Service to hin, 
may be thought too trifling for the Peruſal 8 
of Majeſty and no Anſwer ever be received; 
but to God himſelf, the Sovereign of all . 
Nature, by whom Princes and Peaſants exiſt, F 
to the high and Holy One that inbabiteth Et, 
ity, we may {peak our Wants and aſk Re. 
lief. Our minuteſt Sorrows enter into his 
Ears, and he that is greater than the Greateſt 
will regard and receive the the faithful Pray- 
er of the poor Deſtitute. In temporal Wantz 
we are forced to make ſome Intereſt with 
the Perſon, where Power is lodged, and by 
other Channels convey our Requeſts; but to 
the high Being that formed us, we may ap- 
ply in perſon, and the Tenets of our true 
retormed Religion admits of no Invocation 
of Perſons within the State of Creatureſhip; 
we have one only Mediator between on 
an 
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| Man, the Man Chri/t Jeſus, who is at the 

2 je time the very God of very God, the 

„eat High-Prieſt and Biſhop of our Souls, 

o, gone within the Veil, can render alone 
Offering of Prayer efficacious by his own 
Mplation of himſelf once offered, and thro? 
om we may come boldly to the T Hrone of 
ace, and find Help in time of Need. 

XN Pravzs brings us into a near Communion 
ich our God, to be acquainted with whom, 
to be at Pere when the Troubles of this 
Fife ruffle and diſcompoſe us, or when evil 
W houghts vex and diſquiet the Mind. 

J Frrexpsrtps are formed amongſt Men by 

Wonverling one with another; by Commu— 
aations of their Thoughts and Affairs, and 
tis a common Term, that ſuch Friendſhip 1 
Proke off, when there is a Coolneſs and Diſ- 
Wance to be oblerved : In like manner we may 
Ey of our Friendſhip with God, it wears away 


> dy our Indifference in Matters of Religion; 
N the more frequent we are in ſpiritual 
mo Juties, the greater Intimacy, if I may ſo 


peak, we contract with Heaven, and the 
ore we are honoured and bleſſed with the 
he divine Favour. 

Tax is another Reaſon füt Prayer inti- 
Pnated to us in Scripture which Men do not 
ccollect ſo much and fo often as I could 
ich. In the Epiſtle to Timothy, St. Paul 
ell us, hat the Creature is ſanttified by 
Peer, from which we may obſerve, that 
In taking the daily Favours and Bleſſings of 
4 Providence 


- ſovereign Power and Authority of the Lau. 4 
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Providence without Performance of tl . 

Duty, without aſking them ar God's Hande A» 
not having, as it were, his Grant of, and 
Leave to — them, not being thus e 
fied by Prayer, the Creatures may loſe their 
nutrimental or beneficial Quality, may no 
be bleſt to, or taken from us. As the Neceſſit 1 4 
of Prayer ariſes from the ſweet Quality 1M 
the Command; ſo does it alſo from the 


( 


giver, Who may puniſh an Omiſſion as wel 
as reward our Performance of Duty. Ins 
word, are Temptations ſtrong and forci-" 
ble upon our weak and too biaſt Nature! 
And is our yielding to them of fatal Conſe. 
ſequence ; how neceſſary may it be thence 
argued, to pray for God's reitrainins 8 
Grace, that we may not be lead into what we 
can ſo difficultly reſiſt? When we are re- 
duced to the Extremity of Hunger and VB 
Thirſt, of Nakedneſs and Want, when our 
Enemies ſucceed in their Malice againſt us, Y 
and we ſuffer in our Good-name, from their 
Arrows even bitter Words, Can ſuch Ae. 
tions be at all wondered at, if we have ne- 00 
glected to call upon that God who ſtopt the 2 
Mouths of Lions when his Servant prayed f of 
unto him? when Phznebas prayed, the Plague W 
ceaſed, and God was intreated by the Prayer 
of Moſes, from his Wrath againſt //-ae/. 
Tre great Buſineſs of good Men in all | 3 
their Straits and Difficulties has been to ſeek Rl CU 
the Lord, their mighty Friend and Deliverer, 
chat Cad who is a Cotert from the Sto! "i I I 
2 all : 


= The INTRODUCTION. XXiii 
WL from the Heat, the Hope of Iſrael and 
th Saviour of Mar in time of need. Devout 
4 faithful Chriſtians do not raiſe the Forces 
9 E this World, call for the vain Power and 
m of Fleſh to ſuccour them, but their 
1 Nee and Confidence are, that God will 
ein their Behalf, and then they are ſure, 
N 2 the Words of the Pſalmiſt, that their 
y „ will be ſcattered. Stand up for my 
y. lay hold of the Spear and ſtop the Ways; 
eon thy. Strength, O Arm of the rank 
= God is raiſed up for the Afflicted 
| Oppreſſed, ana like a Grant refreſhed 
1 Wine he appears in their Cauſe againſt 
| I What Adverſaries 3 Becauſe of the Cry of the 
r, and the deep Sighing of the Afflicted, 
Wor! riſe up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. As 
Fullian beautifully remarks, We environ 


=. 


a by Prayers, we knock at Heaven, we, 
: 4 Bit were, wreſt his Mer cy out of his Hands; 

1 take it, as Scripture lays of his * Heaven 
8. Violence. 

2 3 Vurx the Diſciples were in a Storm at 


eit 


and their bleſſed Maſter in the Ship with 
& m, what was the great Bufineſs we ſee them 
.- pcerned in? Was it not to awaken Chriſt 
% pray to him? and upon the Petition 
Lord ſave us, he was immediately moved 
help them; he rebuged the Winds and the 
„ and they obyed Him; there followed a 
„ Cm, and Prayer to Chin brought 
them 


Dem 8 ambimus, Cœlum tendimus & 
rcordiam extorquemus. 
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them to the Haven where they would i 
What can be greater Conlolation than f 1 
providential Actings and Regard of Gd 
the Prayers of his People? W hat a Pleaſure, % 
well as Honour is it for Man that is a Won A 
to ſee the moſt high God on his Side, = 1 
Lord of Lords defending his Cauſe ? Thou 
worldly Promiſes are broke, though eartl# 
Friends forſake us, though no LY q 
human Power is raiſed tor us; how 4 
lightful to ſee the great eh ſtand up if 
for us; to ſee him reſtraining the ieren 
of Enemies; to ſee the Wrath of Men tun 
ing to his Praiſe? Again, all our Ae I wi 
before God, and our "maſt fecret Faults in 
Light of his Countenance, and Sin is ſo e 
to him as to procure our peſent and fat 
Deſtruction; the Wages of Sin is Death, 1 
without Chriſt s Remitſion, Death eterilf 
How neceſſary then is it to fall low on off 1 f 
Knees, to confeſs and implore Pardon 
them ? that the healing blood of that imm 
culate Lamb 7eſus Chriſt may be ol x 
our diſtemper'd Souls; that from Chilli 
of Wrath we may become Children of 1 
Grace, and may be ranked among ti 
Bleſſed, whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, re 
whoſe Sins are covered. Can any Man deli 
his own Soul, or make an Atonement unto of P 
for ite | be. 
Wnar now ſhould be the Reſult of il At 
Conſiderations, but that the Chriſtian 4 | 
of publick. and A ahi had be our 0 
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erciſe, that we ſhould be glad whenever it 
I unto us, Let us go into the Houſe of our 
9 II ſeldom happens but ſome are at lei- 
ein a Family to attend the Hours of 
Her, to take upon them the kind Office 
FF a ſpiritual as well as temporal Friend or 
Elation, and pray for thoſe who are buſy and 
r able, or wicked and not willing to pray 
W themſelves. Whilſt the Husband or Pro- 
er for the Family is plowing the Ocean, 
labouring on ſhore for its Service and 
uWintcnance, thoſe that are at leiſure, and 
Wo depend upon his Endeavours and 
Wccc!s, ſhould think it their Duty to pray 
ue divine Bleſſing and Protection, that 
ma's Grace and good Providence may 
vent and follow him, and bring him to 
5 Houſe in Peace and Safety. If Prayer 
s up a God for' us out of his holy Ha- 
tion; if it gains the Ear of Heaven to our 
ts and Neceſſities; our Reaſon muſt ſuf- 
a firange Ecliple indeed, when it does 
jon Hands with this religious Act, a 
i which muſt be acknowledged by every 

WF coniciliing a God and his divine Attri- 
do be a moſt * Service. 


2 re of en as well as "iviing Know- 
ge, Who was as great and as wife a Man 
C a 


for the Moſt High, his Court was a day 


— 
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as any of our modern Reaſoners and Scoffel 7 
at Religion can pretend to be, declares thi 
Duty bis conſtant Exerciſe, at Evening a 
at Morning and at Noon-Day will I pra 
O that ſuch Examples of Piety flowed fro 
the high Perſonages of our Times! that ti the 
great Men of this our Age would be Exan? Pr: 
ples of Virtue and Religion! How would 
Nation be exalted? How amiable was f Fr 
Court of J/rael's Monarch whilſt it bo 
what Reſemblance it was capable of to ti 
high and celeſtial Dwelling of God, whe 
Divine Songs and Hallelujahs employ 6 * 
Voices of thoſe around the Throne? WE 
Inſtrument of Muſick ever gave more gl als 
ous Sounds than the Harp which Ds: een 
gratefully ſtrung for the Honour of Gol 
His Palace was made a fort of bs 


Oratory, and the ” Praiſes of that high GY 
were continually eccho'd, by who; i I 
reign and Princes decree Juſtice. 

Prayer among many other Services, ten 
to reform and moralize our Actions; 4 75 
converſant in earthly Courts is ſaid to po have 
our Behaviour and refine our Manners; 4 308 
much more ſo in a frequent Recourie to 
Court of Heaven, whence no Evil, no I 
but Good can come, where our Minds ca: 
receive the l-aſt ill Impreſſion. Having 
Converſation in Heaven muſt needs cali tuk 
more careful of our Deportment upon = 00 


* 
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a laſtly, the Yoke of the Goſpel is 
it and ecaly, not tending to deſtroy the 
MW ations of, and hurt Society by any un- 
able Avocations from the neceſſary 
M'ineſs of its Members, who have all 
Wir ſeveral Provinces and Aſſignments. 
Heer is not a burdenſome Duty upon thoſe 
Whol: Stations in Life, and Opportunities 
; fat Devotion will not ſo often ſerve them; 
es to be wiſhed (and all have ſuch 
ess and Seaſons) that the Ouigoings of the 
ing and Evening may always praiſe God. 
o can venture to lie down at Night, that 
Mon of Danger, when Villany is awake and 
Wt, without imploring the Protection of the 


69 * Keeper of Iſrael, who neither ſlumbereth 
30 


ecpetb? Who can awake and riſe to 
ines of the Day, without ſupplicating 
= + iiitnce and Protection, which can 
make them proceed in Safety? 

o not our Families, our innocent and 
red Olfspring, ſtand in need of our 


ter gs and our Health, which are under 
ben t] 94 8 | 8 d NMI 3 1 if 

0 cir Support and Maintainance ? if we 
Pa Fortune to leave our Children, is 
Grace in our Diſpoſal ? And what Fi- 
ae _ they make with the one if the other 
Och 


ging? In a word, do not many poor 
ans feel the Loſs of paternal Care and 
ng onition? Is it not defixable to ſee our 

ren brought up, to ſee the Tree bearing 
ET Fruit, which we have planted and care- 
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ully watered ? Is it not then neceſſay to b 


-onſtant in Prayer to him that holds ti: 
tender Thread of their Beings; with who [ 
.re the Iſſues of Life and Death? If to 9 ot 
in a Moment, in an unguarded State 
Soul, is ſhocking and affrightful; is not j mW 
?reſervation of God worth the Bent of 
Knee? And as may Wants ſo many Oblig 
tions there are to the Duty of Praycr? f 
If we have then any Regard to the W.. 
dare of our Bodies and Souls, if we wol 
de long and ſee gocd Days; if we wo. lf 
ive for ever in the heavenly Mani: 43 
of Bliſs; if we would have the Voice 
Joy and Health! in our Dwellings, lie is 
in Peace, take our Reſt, and be happy he - 
et this Duty of a dependant Creature 2 
cis Mark and Token of a Chriſtian be ne 
neglected. Let Piety and Devotion den SB 
US "to be Lovers of God, to be Fri 1 | 
.nd Ditciples of the. Lord Jeſus let ©} 
loocy Sweat in the Garden, which was 
'ratory, move our Fervency in Prayer I 
:is Reſignation to the bitter Cup of his“ 4 
Jer, be our Example of Submiſſion to! "4 
Nine Will, and let us with our LAY 
ell as our Lips, glority God, and gt 1 ; 
irſelves to his Service; 10 will our jou 
.1rough this Wilderneſs of Sorrow be e 
Day more ealy and pleaſant; ſo will 
airityal Helps and Comforts of Rell 
vive our drooping Souls in this Vale 


3 The INTRODUCTION. Sxxiv 
ars, till we are called to join the celefti.; 
Wor of Angels and Arch-angels, and froir 
hr mp Service in Chriſt's Church A. 
. bh on Earth praiſe him eternally i. 

Church Trimphant in Heaven. 
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14 [ | To be obſerved concerning the 
DUTY of PRAYER. 


& Very great and learned Divine, up- 
14 on the Subject of Prayer tells us, 
A that as Religion is the Lyfe of the 
Wu), fo Prayer is the Soul of Religion, and 


e Breath by which it lives and more; 
have ſhewn Prayer in the Introduction to 
a Duty, which when rightly performed, 
2 moſt acceptable to God, and uſeful to 
rſelves; but that we mock him and ren- 
er our Petitions abominable in his Ears 3 
Fell as inefficatious with regard to the Ex- 
ZEÞ<tations we form from them, when they 
oceed from an evil and bad Mind, and: 

Fe the unmeaning Service of our Lips, 
Enliſt our Hearts are far from him. Ged 7s 
Hirit, and to beworſhipped in Spirit, and 
8 774th. As Prayer is the higheſt, ſo alto 
s one of the hardeſt Duties of our 
iy Religion. We are much clogg'd and 
eumbred in this State of Nature, and our 
Fhoughts and Affections are very difficult- 
abſtracted from carnal and worldly Ob- 
. Fleſh and Blood is proclaimed incapa- 
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32 Directions to be obſerved 3 I 
be of inberiting the Kingdom of Cod, a 
however willing the Spirit, it is retarded 
its weak and ſluggiſh Companion; ror i 
its preſent Situation can eaſily perform ti, 
Duties preparatory to that glorious r 
As the natural Man walks by Sight and n 
by Faith, the pure and free Worſhip of i. 
inviſible Object muſt be allowed ſome ma: 
ter of Difficulty; and to increaſe ſuch vil 
ficulty there is no Time when our great Ad 
verſary is more buſy and crafty than wh ® 
we are at our Devotions. He leeks to d 
vert our Thoughts from the momentous al 
fair, and very Partfully and wickedly int: 
poſcs in every good and religious Act n 
I have therefore thought it proper to gia 
the following Directiens, which may ſerve cl 
baffle his Deſigns, and by that Divine A 
ſiſtance, for which I have formed the 4 
Prayer in the following Sheets, enable us uy 
perform duly this Chriſtian Office. 2 
In the FizxsT place, Before you ſet abou Y 
this Work, conſider with your ſelf the In 
portance thereof: That it is an Affair where 1 
in if you ſucceed, the Body as well as ta 
Soul is provided for, or wherein if you 1 
you will be here and hereafter moſt wretchel | 
and miſerable. £& 
THrink it not therefore an acdinary i 3Z 
cuſtomary Thing, to be performed wolf 
and how we pleaſe, and if but done {uf 
cient, but look into the Divine Nature ili 


Majeſty of the high Object before you, © 7 


concerning the Duty of Prayer, 33 
careful to drive away from your Minds 
WM thoſe ſecret Affections to Evil, which Goc 
oss and fees in the moſt ſeeming devout 

eſtures, and which are fo offenſive to fo 
„Ire a Being, as to bring rather a Curſe than 
FF Blefting from him. Wicked Men, as i 
ve before obſerved, may give him the Of- 

Fring of Words, and by the help of hu- 
[Win Parts many Flowers of Rhetorick and 

\Woquence may be ſtrew'd in their Prayers, 
. Wt y Son, ſays God, as if ſpeaking to his 

In Child, under the Character of a tender 

Md affectionate Parent, Give me thy Heart. 
in order to this, 

% Is the SeconD place, Reſolve with your- 
Wt to forſake the Pleaſures of Sin, and this 

JW lilodge many of thoſe Propenſities tron: 

Mind, which are ſo apt to get the bet- 

ot holy and ſpiritual Affections, and to 

ake us ſerve God with an imperfeft Heart. 

Keſolution to leave off ſinful Practices, dit- 


Peaüng to God, is a glorious Preparative to 
cr ; it will weed the Heart of all inor- 
ate Deſires, and make us pray, not on!, 
ve ought, but for what alone it is prop«: 
aa pure and righteous God to grant. To 
olve to continue in our evil Courſes, an 
ly to implore the Divine Bleſſing under 
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h Reſolution, is not to conſider the Inti 
e Wiſdom and Holineſs of the Deity. 
KP converſe with him boldly and freely, in a 
tant and daily Courſe. of Iniquity, and 

sk and expect at the ſame time the Fa- 
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vour of his Divine Providence. is in . 
Words of the Pſalmiſt 70 think wickedly, 
F he was ſuch a one as ourſelves. 
TariRDLy, Recollect your own Meannei 
and let Humility be the beauteous Cloathiu ſh 
of your Minds, when you offer up your Þ: 
titions to the moſt high God. As he kn 
and remembers , forget not yourſelf , thi 
you are Duſt, and ſtoop low at that FO & 
tain of Grace and Mercy. Pride is an I: # 
gredient which will tarniſh the Beauty of Hi 
lineſs, and is highly unbecoming a Supplia i 
of any Favour in this World, much more 
impotent Creature in the Preſence of, an i 
imploring the Help of his Creator. 4 
FourTHLY, Reflect upon your many Si. 5 I 
and Provocations of God in the Rececipt F 
his many Bleſſings, that a godly Sorrow m 
accompany your Devotions, and your Heu W. 
bear ſome Reſemblance to that Pool in ti 
Goſpel which when troubled had the clean 2 | 
ling Angel. + 
FIFTHLY, Let your Prayers be _ 
as to the Subject thereof, let your Moden 4 4 
tion as well as your Requeſts be mad 
known unto God. As the Soul is the nobel 
Part of our Compoſition, let its Salva 
and Happineſs be chiefly in your Though 
Think when you are going to pray, 4 — 4 
the Things of this World have got _ 
Poſſeſſion of your Minds as to ſend out 50% 
_ Wiſhes after them, that if God in Y 
Arger and Dillike of your Choice _ 


Concerning the Duty of Prayer. 35 
K Cant your fooliſh Requeſt, and give you 
ai without Spiritual Bleſſings, how un- 
ppy you will be, and what Cauſe hereafter 
WF repent your Preference of one to the other, 
hat is a Man profited if he ſhall gain 
"ie <0 bole World and loſe his own Soul! Or 
i Wat /ball a Man give in Exchange for Bis 
e Mi; 
ur 8 S1xTHLY, Be rather conſtant and frequent 
n tedious in your Prayers. Many Words: 
y clog and weary the Mind, may dull 
Wc Faculties which ſhould be lively and alert 
W our Devotions, and make our Duty a 
rthen which ſhould be a Pleaſure to us. 
RBLasrLy, Pray with Faith, with a firm 
rſuaſion that God is able to grant your 
titions, nothing doubting at the Throne 
W Grace ; to which be careful to approach 


ch Chriſtian Love and Charity to all Men. 
cow abſurd as well as wicked mvilt it be to 
ay for God's Mercy, and ſhew none our- 
ves; to deſire the Bounties of his Prevyi- 


ate Aence, and ſee a Brother in need, and ſhut up 
n Bowels of Compaſſion from bim; to atk 
12M ardon ourſelves and not to forgive others. 
be forgiving Temper is a Quality ſo be- 
ti ming a Chriſtian, and ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
18) to the right Pertormance of this Duty, 
a our Bleſſed Lord in his Devotions pray'd 
028 which ſhew'd his own Love and For- 
„o <ncls of his Enemies; and in that clear 
1 — d expreſſive Form which he has left his 
01288 urch for her conſtant Pattern and Uſe, 

L puts 
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uts us in mind of that Chriſtian Virtue d 1 
13 He teaches us to ask Forgive, 5 
neſs of our Treſpaſſes as we forgive other} - f 
which is, as it were, the very Term andi 4 
Condition of our own Pardon and Salvation 
By having Regard to theſe Directions you mail 
hope that the God of all Mercies will Cin 
Ear to your Words, and hearken to your Al. 
Aitations, that the Words of your Moutl 
and the Meditations of your Hearts will be a" 
ways acceptable in his Sight, who is your Lil b 
gour Strength, and your Redeemer. 4 
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PRIV AT E 


EVOIIONS 


Irrer for God's Aſliſta ce n our 


Devotions. 


F jeach us to pray, as Fobn alſo taught his 
| Diſcipies. Luke i. 10. 


> ETERNAL and ever graci- 
Q ous Lord God, who heareſt the 
Suppli cations of thy humble Ser- 
2 vants, and haſt given me an 
ty Deſire to pray; whole dearly beloved 
„ our bleſſed Saviour; did teach his 
iples in a moſt excellent Form of Words 
8c2!| upon thee, and haſt commanded us 
4 to make Prayers, Supplications, Inter- 
«> jens, and giving of Thanks; Be pleated 
elp my human Frailty and Infirmity, and 


I dire my Mind with that true Giſt and Spi- 
4 / Prayer, that I may be enabled from 


4 e to Time to offer unto thy divine Me. 
Z E y holy and devout Supplications, becom- 


Ing 
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38 PRIVATE DEvoTIONs. 3 
ing a Creature to his Creator, a Servant 1 
his Lord, and an humble Penitent to an d 
tended God. Direct my moving Lips, A 
Lord, that I may not ask amiſs, nor i 
an indecent Manner approach Thee who ar 
but Duſt and Aſhes. I know not wh 
to pray for as I ought, and may without n 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, implore „ 0 
contrary to thy Will and Pleaſure. or 
O Lord, that no wild tow'ring Ambitio 
may lead my Petitions to thy infinite Wil 
dom, but ſo moderate my Deſires and EY 
pectations, that the Neceſſaries and Com 
niencies, without the Superfluities of Li 
miy be the Objects of my humble Wiſhes 
Let my ſpiritual Wants, O Lord, be chich 
in my Thoughts, and teach me firſt to 2 
thy Kingdom "and the Righteouſneſs thereal 
Thou knoweft the Heart of Man in rol 
and if that be found faithful, wilt not be of 
tream to mark every Word "that is ſaid, an * 
more than every Thing, which is done ami 1 
but inaſmuch, O Lord, as we frame our Pl 1 
titions in the beſt Manner we are able to tf 
titular Lords on Earth, let me not forget by E 
exalted Majeſty, who inhabiteth Eternity, bu 
ſhew my. Senſe of thy Greatneſs and Wiſdon 
in uſing the moſt ſignificant and pertinerſ 
Expreſſions, without any prophane babblin 
or irreverent Geſtures. Give me Seriou 1 
neſs, and Sincerity, a proper Zeal and Fer 
vency in Devotion, diſtinguiſhed from ali 
extatick and irrational Flight and Rapture 
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* PRIVATE DevoTions. 39 
Iich cannot be agreeable or pleaſing to 
great God of Order and Regularity. 
int O Lord, that in addreſſing myſelf to 
ee, I may never be raſh with my Mouth, 
Ir my Heart be haſty to utter any thing be- 
ee thee, who art in Heaven, and I upon 
Arth, a poor Worm and miſerable Sinner. 
i I this 1 humbly beg in the Name, and 
rough the prevailing Merits of Jeſus ( hriſt 
% y bleſſed Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 


private Prayer for the Morning before we 
9 come out of our Chamber. 

{0 N BLEsstD and infinitely merciful Lord 
4 9 God, by whoſe Almighty Power Light 
s brought out of Darkneſs, and that chear- 
Part of Time, called Day, formed for the 
omfort and Uſe of Man: Be intreated to 
ide me by thy Counſel and Providence, 
at I may fall into no Sin hs Day, nor run 
io any kind of Danger. Permit, O Lord, 

ß glittering Temptation of the World to 
auce me from my Integrity, and reſtrain 
e by thy Graee from all Actions for which 
Heart may reproach me. Grant, O 
rd, that the Hurry and Buſineſs of the 
may not drive out the Senſe of thy 

nel oodneſs, nor interrupt me in thoſe ſpiritual 

ing utiles for which part of our Time ſhould be 
9275 reſerved. Give me, O Lord, ſuch 
27 umility of Mind, and Knowledge of my- 
n any little Succeſs which may happen to 

ure, that 1 may confeſs all my Sufficiency to 


— — a Ds 
n Wy EE 


— 


— . ñ cen ns 


— ——— —— — — HA — — 
PPP 
# £ v +2 * 3 = * 


——— —ꝛ —d 


— — + 


vs - 2 rs 5-8 
_— - 
—_— 


" PRIVATE DEvorloNs. 


be of Thee. Let not worldly Craft and Pol: ni 
prevail over the Uprightneſs and Honeſty 
my Intentions, and let the Innocency of the Vn Kee 
always accompany the Wiſdom of the 5 
pent. Let. no one ſuffer by a generous c 
fidence in me, but let all Men find me m 
and juſt in all my Dealings. Set a Watd 
O Lord, before my Mouth, that no vain 1 
idle Words, no unchaſt nor trifling Diicou! lh 
may diſgrace me as a Man and rational CU] 
ture, nor any ſinful nor vain Expreſſio 
bring a juſt Reflection on me as a Profeſſcr ol 
thy holy Religion. 1 
Grant, O Lord, that I may give into no Con 
verſation inconſiſtent with the Purity of 12M 
Goſpel, and which may give its Enemies 
Handle to blaſpheme. Let that divine Gra 
accompany this bright Dawn, which may tne 
lighten my Mind to diſtinguiſh thy Wiſdom are to 
Mercy in all the Diſpenſations of thy PG 
vidence, and to acknowledge and praiſc 1 tab 
wonderous Works. Lord, "what am | ta Yer 
thou ſhouldſt ſo regard as to watch o 
me this Night, and with the glorious Bean 
of up e after its Gloomineſs and _ 


the Sun = Rightecuſ neſs with Healing) ul Y 
his 3 will ariſe in all his Glory "nl 4 
and call us from the Grave al q 


6 4,4 
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1 Lean Care and Protection, who never 
1 Pbereſt nor ſleepeſt, and without whoſe 
J; Ki ing the City, the Watchmen wake but 
0 nl Fain 2 

1 hat ſhall I ſay unto thee, for this and all 


Benefits thou haſt done unto me, for 
| Creation, Preſervation, and above all, 


1 by the Son of thy Love, 
uv , Jeſus? Letthe Senſe of all thy Mercies 
re *. train me to walk in thy Fear and Love, 


keep me from the ſhameful Ingratitude 


TW Wc ilobeying thy Commands. Grant, O 
is rd, that the Sins and Follies of former 
1 s may not be repeated by me, and as this 


: . be the laſt of my Life, enable me, 


es 4 hy Grace, to do unto thee ſome true and 
rat ia W2//; Service, that if it be poſſible, no 

ei Item of enormous Guilt may be added 
1 my great Account. I bleſs and adore thy 
me, O bleſſed Lord God, for the comfor- 
tk * le Refreſhment of Sleep, for awaking in 
wo ec Health of Body and Mind to per- 


vl 
nl 
«i | 
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1 the neceſſary Buſineſs of the Day. 

my Prayers and Praiſes be accepted as 
Morning SaMtfice, and be graciouſly 
Aſed to pardon all my Errors and Imper- 
tions in and through the Satisfaction of. 
Jon's Croſs, in whole moſt excellent Form 
1 1 Win Saying. Our Father, &c. 


Another 
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® Another „ Prayer for the Maſter 4 
Family at his firſt Riſing. © 
() Most mighty and merciful God wl n 
Heavens declare thy Glory, and Fi ing 1 
ment ſheweth thy Handy-work ; I adore ut 
magnify thy great Name for the Bleu tic 
of another Day for me to work in, WO \ 
endeavour to anſwer the natural oY 
tions of my dependant Family. The ſw* 
and refreſhing Reſt which thou haſt or 
ouſly afforded me might have been the ol 'U 
Sleep of Death, and unprepared to meet th 2 
as well as unable to provide for my own, lit 
pecially thoſe of my own Houſe ; I mil 
have been ſuddenly wrapt in the Curtains| I 
eternal. Night; but as thy Greazne/s is, ſo 
thy Mercy; nor has my Abuſe of thy Gov 1 
neſs ſtopt the gracious Current of thy i 1 
vourable Providence. How vile, how ut 
grateful ſhall I appear in thy Sight ? how lf 
deſerving of another Bleſſing, if this hol 
not lead me to Repentance, and tend to ni 
Reformation? But who can think a 900% 
Thought, or perform a g@d Action with | D 
thee ? What avails all the Planting, all tw 
Watering, if thou, O Lord, doſt not "i Z 
the Increaſe ? How neceſſary therefore is 1 
for me to fall low on my Knees before thel 8 
moſt humbly imploring the divine ain 1 
of thy Holy Spirit to guide and keep 11 
this 1 in all my Ways, that I offend not 
Wordnor 1 in Deed. Thou knoweſt 1 1 
a 
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9 PRIVATE DEVOT IONS, 43 
rets of all Hearts, ſhut not thy merciful 
s to my Prayer; on thee alone I depend 
me Neceſſaries and Comforts of this Life, 
nee alone I make my Supplication for the 
ppineſs of the next. . 
know, O Lord, that many Tempta- 
Ins will croud in with the Affairs of the 
. and that the Pleaſures thereof will 
Wnt themſelves unto me; but thou art 
& purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, nor 
2M 1 expect the Light of thy Countenance 
lo any thing diſagreeable to the Purity 
thy divine and ſpotleſs Nature: Be en- 
ated then, O merciful God, to watch 
er and preſerve me from all Evil, ſpi- 
aal and temporal, and to keep the Door 
my Lips, that no lewd nor indecent Ex- 
Scion, no Oaths nor horrid Imprecations 
oceed therefrom. Let my Hands and my 
art, O Lord, be ſo clean from any Fraud 
$4 Diſhoneſty of Dealing, that the little I 
ou in may proſper with my Family, and no 
ame nor Reproach fall on my innocent 
oP ſterity. Grant, O Lord, that I may re- 
ember the Terms of entring into thy holy 
, be punctual and faithful to all my 
gi omiſes and Engagements this Day; and 
9-72 to my Neighbour, may diſappoint 
In not tho” it were to my own Hindrance. 
let the Example of my dear Redeemer in- 
ence my Conduct, and enable me to walk 
3 his Steps, who did no Sin, neither was 
F eile found in his Mouth. 


44 PRIVATE DEvOTIONs. 
As thou, O Lord didſt not appear in 
Storm, nor in the Fire, nor in the — | 
quake, but in a ſtill and ſmall Voice; 
Quietnels and Peaceadorn my Dwelling, a * 
no Paſſions nor Heat of Temper make m 
{elf and all about me uneaſy and unhap i 
Teach me to. bear all Diſappointments . 
Misfortunes with Patience, and in any . 
vocations or Injuries to forbear that Vengen al 
which is thy Property. Grant that I may ( 
unto others who ſhall offend me, as I am wm 
ling to be done unto by Thee who am da: i 
ſining and rebelling againſt Thee. 12 
made in thy Image, £ grant, O Lord, that tl 
amiable Qualities of Love and Forgivet 
may be featur'd and diſplay'd in me. Au 
as thy Sun ſhines upon Juſt and Unjuſt, 1 
{pire me with a beneficent Temper towards 
Men, and that I may forget that any are 1 
Enemies when any good Office to them tf 
be in my Power: Let my Behaviour to thei 4 
under me be mild and gentle, and let me 
ways remember the Sameneſs of Nature in 
State of Servitude and Infirmity, that we ha 
all one Father, that one God hath created us. 
Grant, O Lord, that T may ſet no 
Example to my Children nor Servants ti 
Day, and let me have thy ſweet provides 
tial Voice of Joy and Health in my Dwy 
ling, by endeavouring to make it the Dye 
ling of the Righteous. Lord let thy G 
prevent and follow me in all my Under 3 
ings, that whatſoever 1 do, I may do it q 3 
TI t. 


| PRIVATE DEVOT 10NS: 45 
Glory of thee my God, and to the Ser- 
of my fellow Cxeatures. Preſerve me 

juſt Shame and Diſ-reputation, and give 
' "3&8 fuch Temperance and Moderation in the 
of thy Creatures, that my Table may not 
ga Snare to take myſelf withal, and what 
11d have been for my Health bean Occaſion 
Falling. To overcome this evil World, give 

. O Lord, the Victory of Faith; and grant 
„„ ſo to behave is Day, that when the 
ber of all my Days and Years ſhall be 

; ompliſhed, I may dwell with thee eternal- 

in thy heavenly Kingdom. This I humbly 
ig in the Name, and through the Merits 
„Mediation of thy bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Morning-Prayer for the Miſtreſs of a Family, 
before foe comes out of her Chamber. 
99 3 Holy and ever gracious Father, to 
16 whom all Things in Heaven and Earth 
bow and obey, be pleaſed to accept this 
Dy bounden Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgfv- 
s for thy mercitul Care and Protection of me 
is Night, and reſtoring to me the glorious 
isht and Comfort of this Morning. Grant, 
Lord, that I may thisDay purſue thoſe Af- 
rs which are in my Sphere and Province, 
With Prudence and Diſcretion; and avoid 
ole Sins and Provocations which are enough 
turn the Courſe of thy Mercy and Good- 
- els from us. If thou, O Lord ſhould'ſt leave 
to myſelf I know how weak and inſuf- 
MH ficient 
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46 PRIVAT DgvorTtIons. 0 
ficient I ſhall appear; how unable to ſave oi 
help myſelf z but as thou haſt created 
Things by thy Power, ſo doſt thou preſeniif 
and maintain them by thy Grace and Pro 
dence ; and though dwelling in Heaven, c 
deſcendeſt to regard the Things that are . 
Earth. Be pleaſed then, O heavenly Fath 
to guide me in the Paths of Piety and VM 
tue, and take me into thy Protection. LM 
Humility and Meekneſs be the Ornam: 
and Habit of my Mind, and let me bring toll 
the peaceable Fruits of thy Holy Spirit, in 
my Converſation and Deportment. 

Do Thou, O Lord, guide and direct ny 
Steps to thy Honour and Glory, that I may ll 

a Follower of holy and godly Matrons, al 
that of devout Women not a few, theſe Tin 
like the earlier Ages of the Church may ha 
reaſon to boaſt. Do thou, O great and (vi 
preme Being, endue me with thy Gra 
that by Chaſtity and Modeſty I may be 
Mapping Pattern to my Children, and that WW 

y ſuffer no Reproach from their Conduc 
have no wicked Abſalom to mourn and 
ment, by neglecting to give them the Inu 
ence of Precept and Example. And finally 
O Lord, I implore thy reſtraining Grace 

| preſerve me from the too glaring Vices «Ml 

the Age, from every Cuſtom and Mode Ml 

Iniquity. If like buſy Martha the IncunWk 

brances of the World be my Lot, let ml 

me not omit the one Thing needful, but nl 

Religion and Goſpel Knowledge pr 7 
witinl 


PRIVATE DEVOT 10NS. 47 
Mar, the better Part, which ſhall not 
aken away from me; Grant that my 

W-ntance for all my Sins, like hers may be 
re and manifeſt; my Faith in my bleſſed 
our ſtrong and lively, and my Love to 
for his Redeeming Grace real, and un- 
ed. Let the Duties of Religion be my 
ant Practice, and the Heaven they lead 
Wc my chiefeſt Aim, that I may enjoy the 
Wcicy of a quiet and eaſy Conſcience in 
World, and in the next, an Eternity of 
and Pleaſure. Grant this, O Lord, for 
s Chriſt his ſake, my bleſſed Mediator 
Redeemer, who hath taught and com- 
aed us as often as we pray, to fay : Our 
e,, &c. „ 


2 other Morniug-Prayer to be uſed by any 
1 Finn,, 
1 } GLor1ovus and infinitely kind Creator 

==) and Preſerver of Men, who formed 


Light and created the Darkneſs, the one 
perform the Offices of Life, and the othgy 
reſt from our painful Labours ; look down 
WS: thy wonted Compaſſion upon me thy 
1 Wnble Servant here proſtrate before thee, 
ll tefling thy Mercy and my own Demerits, 


= adoring and magnitying thy great Provi- 
ce in defending me from the Dangers 


another View, and Experience of thy 
ace and Favour towards me; O teach 


Tongue to praiſe thee continually for thy 
4 Good» 
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the Night paſt, and in another Day giving 
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Goodneſs, and declare the 1 1 
Thou doſt for the Children of Men. 1 YG 
{enfible, O Lord, that in me dwelletb 10 | 
Thing, that when I would 4s Good, Es 
Preſent with me; but thy Grace, O Fat 
is {ufficicnt for me, and thy Power can g 
Strength to my Weakneſs; be propil 
then, © Lord, to my Prayers and Wiſhef 
thy ſpiritual Aſiſtance, that my Faith wn 
increale, and the Love of thee be more E | 
more ſhed abroad in my Heart. E 
Thou alone canſt order the unruly 1 


that we ſlip not; do thou, O Lord, who Pr. 
brought me to the Beginning of this Day, * WW 
ſerve me from all Sin and Danger; a 
grant that my Doings may be ordered byh 
| Governance, that what is righteous in 
Sight may be my daily Practice. Gran, 
N that neither my Words nor Ac 
be offenſive to Thee, nor injurious Wl 
we Neighbour. Do thou ſo rule and 2 
7 worldly Affairs and Affections that In Eo 
love thee above all Things and never 
gle3 the Time graciouſly given me tor Wl 
Service, and to make my everlaſting PH 
before I go hence and am no more 
Teach me ſo to number my Days, til 
may apply my Heart to Wiſdom. "nl 
as in keeping thy Commancments, tlie Eo 
great Reward, let not O Lord, this nl 
World ſeduce me to tranſgreſs them. k 4 
thy Servant from any bold preſumptuousW 
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it gets Dominion over me : Cleanſe me 
m my /ecret Faults, thoſe unknown to the 
= or1d, and perhaps not ſeen by myſelf ; and 
ble me to ſubdue my ſtrong Paſſions, that 
ay not grant them a ſinful Indulgence. 
SW ving the glorious Promiſes of thy Goſpel 
ore me. Aſſiſt me, O Lord, with thy 
iy Spirit to lay aſide every darling and fa- 
rite Vice, the Si which doth ſo ey beſet- 
and guard and ſtrengthen me. by thy 
ce in the weakeſt Part, leſt I ſurrender 
"WF its Attacks, and the glittering Temp- 
ons to Evil prove too powerful for me. 
cerve me from all Adverſities and Diſeaſes 
och may afflict the Body, and from all evil 
ö oughts, which may aſſault and hurt the 
. chro' Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord and 
iour, in whoſe Words I conclude my im- 
ect Pctitions. Our Father, &c. | 


A Morning-Prayer for a Child. 


NAxuichry God and heavenly Father, 
2 } who by the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 
hat ordained Strength, and taught us 
"fy holy Word that a Child trained up in 
s that he ſhould go, when He is old 
not depart from it. Permit me to bleſs 
=—_ ly Name, for that early Inſtruction in 
ech and Religion which has been given 
my careful and pious Friends and Parents. 
aul. 20 through my tender Years, do 
13 1 


thou 
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thou O Lord condeſcend to teach me, chal 7 4 
I may grow in Grace as in Stature, and 3 
Favour with thee and my F — 4 
As the Child ſoon learns to be expert i 
Wickedneſs; grant, O Lord, I may chu: 
the wiſer Part, and be as ready to perfom 
thy Will and Commandments, as other 1 
to follow the Advice and Entice ments 
the Wicked. Preſerve me, O Lord, in ti 
my Bloom of Life from the Blaſts of Vice, 
and as I may fall in the Spring as we? X 
as Autumn of my Days; give me an ear 
Conſideration of my latter End. 3 
Give me Grace to honour and obey my . 
rents, that I may dwell long in the Land whim 
thou, O Lord my God haſt given me. Gran 1J 
that I may anſwer the natural and inn 
cent Expectations of my Friends, and vl 
diligent in my Studies, and profit 10 f 
the Learning and Education kindly bl 
ſtowed upon me: But above all Thing 
give me that Fear of thee, which is the »l 
ginning of Wiſdom; and let my great 
Improvement he in the Knowledge ot the 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt wil 
thou haſt ſent; that I may have a Wilco 
which will turn to my ſpiritual and chief Goo 
and which when entered into my Heart a 
grown pleaſant unto my Scul, will give nut 
a Diſcretion that will preſerde me, and M 
Underſtanding that will keep me. 3 
And finally, as the Child is not ſecurer t 
the Man from the Accidents and Danger F 


bat os |. 
„ 
e 
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4 he Night, accept of my Acknowledgement 
pf, and Thanks for, thy Goodneſs and Pro- 
1 ealion of me; and enable me, O Lord, to 
ee the Temptations of this Day to thoſe evil 
Actions which may cloud the Morning of 
y Life, and prove the Beginnings of Sin 
4 1 0 Sorrow. Defend me by thy heavenly 
| I race, that I may continue thine for ever, and 

Wil increaſe in thy Iloly Spirit more and 
l 1 yore, till I come to thy heavenly Kingdom, 
A» we Jeſus Chriſt my Lord and bleſſed 


Kedecmer. Amen. 


Morning Foe for a young Perſon. 


[ OST gracious and all powerful Crea- 
tor, who by the Mouth of that 
ice, to whom thou gaveſt ſuch extraor- 
| | nary Wiſdom and Knowledge, haſt com- 
Handed us to remember thee in the Days o 
„ Youth, and haſt mercifully promiſed 
at thoſe who ſeek thee early ſhall find thee ; 
pleated to hear the Petitions which I 
moly offer at thy Throne of Grace, and 
= ccpt this my Tribute of Praiſe, and Ado- 
on for all thy Mercies and Favours con- 
red upon me, whoſe Days, O Lord, have 
en few, but thy r e innumerable. 
4 Tacknowledge it thy eſpecial Gœodneſs that 
m not like the abandoned and wicked 
ech of theſe Times, and heartily thank 
ee for thee good Deſires and Inchna- 
is which thou art pleaſed to put into my 
3 = WY Heart 


" * 1 * — — 
— — — — — . \ n 
5 = — . — - . — N — — 
— ve — — — — ih — 4 — 9 — — 4 * L es 
— tions —— — — — — f 5 l l \ . : f 
—— - yr ap — — 2 * oy — = - * r — - nes 2 2 LIC 8 — 
— — — — — — . v a” arg» a4 x — 9 — = _— 
— —— — - a — — - — — —U— — — * 8 - — : — 8 — 6 — — — 
— — — —— neat 3 - x *- a — > 4 hs _ — * 7 ry —— » = - 5 - = 
— — Knetmaragin: >. > e 2 —— — — _— — —— So — YI — rr A — — . — — — — 
——_ mn — — — d a — — — Inte ns — — — 5 — > - — — —— — - : "© = AE S ons roenar a7. — 2 3 — 
- — —2 — — 8 _—_— : I : — . A 
a 0 — — — = ; . ——ññññññññ;.ęññ Ang, — 7 \ 
TY io bee i RT dee IE — — *** ————— — 5 5 — — 
1 ty , — — * 2 N r Rl 3 
= — * o 7 _—_ * __ 2 — — — . 
, 2 2 : £ i . 1-7 — * — * = = * 
_ - 8 
— — a — — * — 


— — 
r 


poſitions of Men, like the Things of this W ord 4 3 
ing may be fair and ſerene, and the Day be. 1 


is fickle and inconſtant, heedleſs and un. 


gard to my Chriſtian Character in all n 


with my good Name, that valuable mn 
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Heart in a perverſe and adulterous Gene. 9 
ration. But, O Lord, the Tempers and Diſ. 


are variable and uncertain : The Mor- 


fore Evening overcaſt and clouded: Yout\* 


ſteady without thy ſpiritual Care and Guid. 
ance, However now diſpoſed, I canna 
truſt myſelf, and have too much Reaſon tl 
fear, that in this corrupt State of Natur 
unleſs reſtrained by thy Grace, I ſhall not 
able to perſevere in my Duty, and holy K. 
folutions. Do thou enable me, O Lord, 1 
flee thoſe Luſts and Paſſions which que. 
and pricve thy Holy Spirit; and keep m 
from yielding to chats worldly Allurement 
and Enticements, to which we are ſo much 
expoſed in the Seaſon of Youth. 1 

Grant, O Lord, that I may have a RY 3 


Words and Actions, and not like the foo! f F 
Indians with their Gold and Treaſures pay I | 


ſeſſion for the Toys and Baubles of i 
vain World. As a Fabrick is much ſor 
pulled down than built, ſo is a Reputail q 
more eaſily loſt than gained. Do cho 1 
therefore preſerve me, O Lord, in 1 21 
Whiteneis of Innocence; and teach I =: 
to IE the Garment ente b 
Fleſh. Give me Grace to have always 9 


— 
, 
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F thee, and with young Joſeph, to run the 
Hazard of any worldly Diſgrace or Sorrow, 
Father than commit Wickedneſs, and #7 
4 gainſt God. Let the Chriſtian Virtues and 
races of thy Goſpel bloom out in this 
bring of my Age, that I may have my 
it unto Holineſs, and the End everlaſting 
Even the Prime of my Life, O Lord, 
XS: no Offering fit for Thee; How much 
ore unacceptable if I ſhould neglect thy 
% ervice till it is come to the Dregs; let 
ie therefore now ſerve under thy Banner 
Whilſt 1 have Health and Strength, that I 
ay fight manfully, and be faithful and 
ourageous in my Chriſttan Warfare. O 
Lord, grant that the Vices of the Age 
ay be my Concern, and not my Practice ; 
that I may do what I can to reform, but ne- 
er imitate any looſe and profligate Sinner; 
vor enter into the Path of the Wicked. 
== 4s thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to 
prclerve me from the Dangers of the Night, 
protect and keep me from the Diſaſters, and 
pecially from the Temptations of the Day, 
lat I may employ it to thy Honour and 
lory, in a diligent Application to the Bu- 
ness aſſigned me, not forgetting the Care 
f my Soul, for which nothing can be 
ven in Exchange, and which is to live for 
err in an Eternity of Miſery or Happineſs. 
a ile Things I humbly beg in the prevail- 
Þ 3 ing 
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ferings which are preſented unto Thee.“ 


3 Nr rr 
. 


to my Charge. 


Ing Name and Words of thy dear Son, mſi 
Lord and Saviour Feſus C *. 


Our Father, &c. 

Mrxcrrur Lord, Creator and Pre- 
() ſerver of all Men, who hateſt nothing 1 
that thou haſt made, and with whom is no 
reſpect of Perſons, accept my humble Min 
of Prayer and Praiſe amidſt the greater co 4 
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A Morning Prayer for a Servant. 


a 
* 


W ON 


= 
3 
2 


Thou, O Lord, art the Judge, and not 1 
ourſelves, of what is fitteſt for us, thou put- 
oft down one and ſetteſt up another in this F. 1 
World, but thro' the availing Sacrifice a 
thy Son's Blood, haſt cauſed a Heaven to be 
Open at laſt for all Believers, where we ſhall 
be upon an Equality, and eternally reſt fron 43 
all our Labours, I thank Thee, O Lord, 3 


2 
1 oY 
By . 
wt 
* 


for giving me a Mind ſuited to my Condi WW 


tion, and beg the Continuance of thy Grace, 
to be patient and ſubmiſſive to the Station Wn 


thy wiſe Providence hath aſſign'd me. 


Grant that I may do the Duties of m 
Place with Chearfulneſs, Diligence and Fide- 


lity, that I may not ſerve with Herſervice, 


nor that any Thing culpable may be laid 


As Thou haſt graciouſly 50 me from 
the comfortable Sleep and Refreſhment 0 Wl 
the Night, grant me, O Lord, my Heal 
and Strength this Day, and inſpire * 14 

| | wit 
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ith that Humility which becomes my 
tate and Diſtance. Remove far from me 
Ii Falſchood, Wrong and Deceit, and as 
Kc Ox knoweth his Owner, and the very 
1 jeaſts their Maſter's Crib, grant I may 
e juſt in all my Words and Actions, 
rateful and affectionate to thoſe from 
hom, under Thee, I receive my Bread and 
ypport. Let me never experience the 
„ ameful and fatal Conſequences of Pride 
ga 1dleneſs, but grant I may always behave 
e. in thy Preſence. Thou art the Great Lord 
„e id Maſter of us all who art righteous in 
8! thy Ways, give me Grace to take heed 
mine, that I end not with my Tongue, 

a if abu/ed and reviled, that. I revile not 
an. | 
Let my leiſure Hours be employ'd in 
ee Concerns of my Soul; let me not be 
Lover of Pleaſure more than a Lover 
„Thee my God, but let thy. Church, 
ad the Duties of thy holy Religion, be 
chief Delight and Recreation. Let 
ee rejoice in that Day of Reſt. which Thou 
t mercifully appointed for the loweſt 
lass of thy Creatures, and be glad when 
is ſaid unto me, go unto the Houſe of 
= cd, to worſhip the Great Lord and 
od of Sabbath. With my Labours for the 
<ccflaries of this Life, grant I may alſo 
of Ws out my own Salvation, that tho* poor 
alt WP ongit Men, I may have a Place in thy 
me leſtial Manſions, and partake of the In- 

2 4 heritanee 


vith 1 


56 PRIVATE Devortons. 
heritance of the Saints in Light, thro' 1a 
Merits and Mediation of him who died '- 
us all, Zeſus Chriſt our Saviour, who th 
in the Form of God took on him 7 di 
Ferm of a Servant and by whoſe Poverty af 15 
are made rich; to him with Thee, O F ache = 
and Holy Ghoſt, be Glory and Praiſe, boil = 
now and for ever more. Amen. = 
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For the forgoing Perſons. 


2 4 | 


Gop from whom every good and penis = 

Gift cometh, and by the eden af E 
whoſe Divine Spirit, every religious Atl s 
performed, I laud and magnify thy adonli 


ble Grace in directing and” lifting up ml 
Eyes to thee, before they are cloſed M 
Sleep, that Picture of our Diſſolution: | 1 
graciouſly pleaſed to take me into "Y 
vine Protection, and grant that withoi 
Exceſs or hurrying Dreams and Agitatin \ 
of Soul, I may quietly take that need 3 
ful Reſt for which, in thy Mercy, Th 
waſt pleaſed to create the Night. Hor "ll 
nifold are thy Works, in what i D® 
baſk thou made them all? What pro 
Times and Seaſons haſt Thou ordained . 
the different Employments and Services. i 
thy Creatures? Tho? it is pleaſant for 
Eye to behold the Sun; yet how gracio 


and providential, to order that great bi ] | 


2 
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W withdraw his chearful Rays, and caſt a 
oomy Shade upon all Nature, that our 
eilids may ſlumber, and our wearied Bo- 

«s ceaſe from their Labours. | 
How happy the true Chriſtian, whoſe Faith 
ad Hope being in thee, who having nothing 
fear from himſelf, from that evil Conſcience, 
ich in Solitude and Retirement will al- 
os give its Upbraidings and Accuſations, 
In lie down in Peace and take his Reſt, 
ou, O Lord, making him feep and dwell 
I 52/ety! But what ſhall I ſay, or how 
=: up my Heart unto Thee, who ſo largely 
Sr take of the ſinful Frailty and Corruptions 
Nature, and have vilely and ungratetully 
clled againſt Thee? How many have I 
gcc this Day to my former Tranigreſſions, 
= what little Regard have I paid to thy 
ill and Commandments? How many 
eſſings have flowed from Thee? How few 
turns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving from 
the unworthy Receiver of thy Benefits ? 
e much readier art thou to grant, than 
Creatures to pray, and how little of my 
Tu me; how few of my Thoughts have I 
ee from the World to contemplate on thy 

cit Providence. | | 

bot thou art a God, full of loving 
WW dneſs and Compaſſion, of Forbear- 
e and long Suffering: In thoſe graci- 
Attributes, and under the Croſs of 
cio”! 1 humbly rely for Pardon and For- 
_ cs, having nothing to offer on my 
It, but the Tears of Repentance and Pur- 
| D 5 pole 


pole of Amendment. 


holdeſt the Things 
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O make me a cn 
Heart, O Lord, and renew a right Sl 
within me: Let not Iniquity be my Ru 
nor the Follies of the Day render this Eval 
ning Sacrifice: of Prayer unacceptable ml 
'L hee, but#pare me, O Lord, ſpare thy Sal * 
vant, redeefned with the Precious Blood ö 
thy dear Son, and be not angry with me 14 = 
ever. 2 

From all the Miſchiefs and Danger i 
this Night; from Robbery, Murder 2 
ſudden Death, good Lord deliver me, a 
grant that ſpiritualiz'd from all ſinful pl > 1 
penſities of Mind, as in the great Morning 1 
the Reſurrection, from all the groſs Corry! 3. 
tions of this Mortal Body, I may ariſe T0 4 
morrow to Newneſs of Life, and from ly: 
down in the Diſponour of Sin, be rail 7 


a new ebe, in Chriſt, with now ge” wo ha 
Thoughts and Affections. Grant that tl : | 
Fear of this World may be changed into 
Fear of thy Diſpleaſure, and the Love 
Riches, to an Affection for Things about 1 
and this, I beg, thro Jeſus Chriſt, ray bf 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


in Evening Prayer for the Maſter of a Par 


Loxp and heavenly King, who id 0 
thy Dwelling on high, and yet U 
that are in Heaven 1 
Earth, regard the * * 0 : 
ach 


8 
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kal Servant, now on my Knees before 
„ee, imploring thy Pardon for all the Sins 
ich 1 have this Day committed in 
"MWought, in Word, and in Deed, and the 
"= ties which I have as ſhamefully omitted 
. PThee, my Neighbour and myſelf. O Lord, 
% Thee belongeth Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
% me Confuſion of Face: O caſt me 
away in thy Diſpleaſure, nor be extreme 

nark, ſo as to puniſh what I have done 

. As we do not ſtand more in need of 

y and Refreſhment than of thy Care and 

Dy etection; lighten Thou my Darkneſs, I 
= ſeech Thee, O Lord; and for the Love 

cy Son, my Bleſſed Redeemer, defend 
from the Perils and Accidents of Night; 


"Mp me under the Shadow of thy Wings, 
1 ſhall be ſafe under thy Feathers ; 25 


elt and Truth will be my Shield and 
= ckler. F- 
o Thou forgive the Flights and Paſ- 
Is of my ſinful Nature, my Adherence 
the Sin which / ea/tly beſets me, and in 
our of which there is a Party within falſe 
the true Intereſt of the Soul. 3 
O thou gracious and merciful Being, by 
oſe divine and ſpiritual Aſſiſtance thy Ser- 
rr David, kept bimſelf from his Iniquity, and 
== was ſometimes ſeen under the Cloud of 
an Infirmity, yielding to his leading and 
dominant Paſſions: Grant me his godly 
row and Repentance, and that as we are 
too prone to the one, I may imitate the 
5 eber 
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other. Lord, I have ſtrayed from Rt. i 4 | 
Goſpel Precepts, and when thy Church! 
ſummon'd me to Prayer been a loſt Sbe? 1 
from the Chriſtian Flock; but do 10 EY 
bring me home, O gracious Father, U 
my Converſion may give Joy to thy 4 
gels in Heaven, and my Fellow-Chriftiz 8 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing me that was dead 1 
live again; that was 44ſt happily found, 
reſtored. 

I might plead the Hurry and Buſineſs 
Life as a neceſſary Avocation from my $. 
ritual Duties, and I know, O Lord, ti: 
Thou will have Mercy before Sacrifice, and i 
not diſpleaſed with thoſe who are negligs 
to provide for their own ; but thou ſears 
the Heart, and the Reins, and knoweſt tt 
Opportunities I have had and negled 
Thou knoweſt the Time I have given to tt: 
World, and my temporal Enjoyments, Pl 2 
whereof might have been dedicated to 9 : 4 
Service. Thou art Omniſcient and Om] a 
preſent, and can tell whether the Care Me 
the Body or the Soul has been moſt my * 
dy and Concern: O Lord, I ſubmit . 
Thee, as an impartial and merciful 1-0 
and beg thy Acceptance of my Grief a= 
Humiliation for the Errors and Tranſgreſſo 
of the Day paſt. 2 

As unworthy as I have been, Thou hu > Þ 
hedg'd me round with thy Providence; I. 
titude as well as Duty call for my Ret 2 
of Praiſe and THEY, for thy 22 © | 
w | 
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PRIVATE DevoTions. Gr 
ful Preſervation of my innocent Offspring 


and Family. Extend thy accuſtom'd Good- 
= neſs to us all in the approaching Scene of 
$ Darkneſs and Silence, and grant that no Evil 
may approach us. Do Thou add to my 
Labours for the Bodily Maintenance of m 
Family, my Endeavours for their Souls 
Welfare, and give them thy Grace and 
hleſſing, of much more Uſe and Impor- 
tance than the Meat that periſheth: Grant, 
W that J and my Houſe may lie down in thy 


Fear and riſe in thy Favour, till there ſhall 
be no more Night, nor Obſcurity, but a 
= glorious and everlaſting Light and Felicity; 
when the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Sun here, 
will be increaſed to the much higher Bliſs, 
of beholding eternally the Sun of Righteouſ- 
ne, with that Healing in his Wings which 
has brought us from a Cloud of Fears to his 
"2X glorious and happy Manſions. To him with 


hee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour and Praife this Night and for 
erer more. Amen, 


9 5 An Evening Prayer for the Miſtreſs of a Family. 


BLESSED Lord, my great Redeemer, 
and very God of very God, who from 


the domeſtick Cares and Concerns of Life 


haſt brought me to thy Feet, not to hear 


lie pious Mary, but do my Duty to Thee. 


n 7 WW humbly adore Thee for thy Goſpel Light 


þ diſpens'd to the whole Chriſtian World, 


which 
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62 PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 
which illuminates and comforts us in tu 


mortal Life, and conveys to us joyful Ide | i 7 


and Hopes of a better. Permit me to ad 
my thankful Senſe of thy Goodneſs il! 
vouchſafed unto us, for thy gracious Inte. 


ceſſion for thy Church in Glory, and th * 


availing Plea of thy painful Croſs, in Pardd 


and Atonement for our natural Frailties an 


Infirmities. 


What ſhall I render unto Thee, O tha N 


Saviour and Lover of Souls, for ſud 


thy Mercy and Favour to us? The { 
cred Scriptures which ze/tify of Thee, whid 
are able to make us wiſe unto Salvatin, 
ſhew us our Duty, and what the Lord © Ni 
quires of us, and thou haſt placed them 

the glorious Rank of thy Friends who kee 
thy Commandments ; Grant that I may 1 
ways do Fuftice, love Mercy, and wal 


Bumbly with my God; obey thy Precep 


of Love and F orgiveneſs, even of mn 
oreateſt Enemies, and comparatively, as {i} 1 
as J am able, be perfect as thy F ather which 


is in Heaven is perfect. 


Inſpire my Mind with thy Grace 1 


aſſent to the unfeigned Truth of thy Gd. 


pel Propoſitions, and grant me to walk 1 1 
the pure Paths of thy holy Religion, in wel 
grounded Hopes, tho* not by Sight of tl 
future Crown of Righteouſneſs, Ihy Heave! 
is open to all Believers, tho* the weak Eye 


— 


Nature cannot look into it, nor be fully ſeal 


ble of its Joys, till we know even as we «lh 
Lage Z | 
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orn. There is Truth and Faithfulneſs in thy 
Promiſes, in thy divine and unerring Nature, 
Ho! the dim and eclips'd Light of human 

Reaſon cannot aſcend the Height. Lord, I 
elieve, help thou my Unbelief, and ſo en- 
Freaſe my Faith and Love of Thee, that 
ho Affection to the World and the Things 
Mhcreof, may ever draw me from my Duty 
Mo Thee. By thine Agony and bloody 
Sweat, by thy Croſs and Paſſion, by thy 
Peath and Burial, thy glorious Reſurrection, 
Ind Aſcenſion, deliver me, O Lord, from 
e Sins and Omiſſions of the Day paſt, and 
Ito thy Hands I commend myſelf this 
Fight as into the Hands of a merciful Re- 
*Wcemer. 
Do thou who held up thy Apoſtle Peter 

In the Water ſtretch out thy Hand to fave 
Ind protect me from all Evil this Night, 
nd to raiſe my inking Spirits in a view of 
Iny Danger without thy powerful Grace and 


| Aſfiſtance, do Thou, O Bleſſed Lord, who 


ebuked thy own Difciples, and bid them 
Fer the little Children to come unto Thee, 
ke into the Arms of thy Mercy my little 
Felpleſs Offspring, and plant that Engine of 
Divine Grace and Providence around our 
welling, as may defend us from all Ene- 
Pries, Spiritual and Temporal. Keep me 
n perfect Peace whoſe Mind is ſtayd en 
bee, and let me not in the Darkneſs of the 
Might, or my own Ignorance, loſe the Light 
thy Gountenance ; all which I humbly aſk 
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in thy excellent Form of Words, with wid a . ; 
end theſe imperfect Prayers. . 
Our Father, . 


An Evening Prayer for a Child, or young Pr Wc 


Gop who art the Author of Youth al 8 wa 
Age, and defpiſeth neither the Ina 
lity of the one, nor the Infirmities of 1 oy. 
other, but commandeſt us in all Circuf | 
ſtances and Seaſons to call upon Thee; a* 
cept this lifting up of my Hands as an 5 
ing Sacrifice, and grant, that offered up in "2 0 
Son's Name, it may obtain from thy won: l 
Grace and Clemency Pardon and F orginl 
neſs of all my Sins, thoſe eſpecially which 
have this Day committed againſt Thee 4 
mention Particulars.) 1 know, O Lord, ta 
1 am ſhapen in Wickedneſs, and that in s | i 
my Mother conceived me, but do Thou, \W 
gracious Father waſh out the Stains of ni 
corrupt Nature. tk 
Thou art pleaſed to permit us in our tend 
Years to come unto thee, and forbiddeſt us 
to approach thy Mercy Seat; Be intreat 
then, O Lord, to look with an Eye of PM 
and Compaſſion upon my Youth, not 
membring the Follies and F railties of tg 0 
unguarded State, but guiding me 0 h 
thy Holy Spirit, that I may avoid th 
Rocks and Quickſands which the En 
my of Souls has placed in this danger 


Road of Life. Tho' my Morning i is clo b 
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ich many inconſiderate and incautious 
oons, and I have already begun to tranſ- 
s thy holy Commands; yet thy Grace 
po alter and faſhion my Mind, that 
8 Day of Life may be ſtill fair and ſerene, 
1 may tread in the Path wherein I ſhou'd 
and which when old I ſhall not depart 
Mn. Whatever I am to ſuffer in this Val- 
/ Tears, it is the ſincere Deſire of my 
Nico be a Child of God, and an Inheri- 
ebe Kingdom of Heaven. To that End 
Why Grace prevent and follow me, that 
ed from all youthful Heats and Paſſions, 
Feeds of Faith, Piety and Virtue, ſown 
= ty Goſpel, may ſo grow up and increaſe, 
el way arrive to the Meaſure and Stature 

nd as during this mortal Life we ſtand 
reed of Temporal as well as Spiritual 
lings; J humbly implore the Pro- 
ion of thy good Providence in the peri- 
and dangerous Seaſon of Night; Grant 
no Enemy approach to hurt me, nor 
il come nigh this Dwelling. Bleſs and 
WF crve thole, upon whom under Thee 1 
end for my Support and Maintenance; 
kind Parents, Friends and Relations, to 
ole Care thy Providence haſt aſſign'd me. 

e them an unfeigned Love and Aﬀec- 
n tor Thee, and an humble Awe and 
aad of thy Divine Power: Grant that they 
8) ftudy thy Will and Pleaſure in all their 
eceedings, that their Lips may ſpeak no 
Cf Guile, 
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ally in the Defence and Protection of our 


Guile, nor their Hands commit Wickel, a | 
That I may have the great Pleature and nu Ane 
ſubſtantial Honour of a ſober religious . ' thy we | 
rentage, moving me by Example, as ni ; 
as Precept, to Virtue and Religion. * A | 
Bleſs this Nation, O Lord, in the Preferv 
on of all its Governors and Rulers, and eſpt int 
IJ 
vereign Lord King George, and all the Ren © vho 
Family : Bleſs all Tutors, and all Schowh io * 
amd Seminaries appointed for the Educa WW 
of Youth; and grant that every one on whi y 
*tis beſtowed, may by diligent Applica 0 
make due and proper Improvements; but 
me chiefly, O Lord, improve in 110 | 1 
Knowledge always ruling myſelf after d 
Word. Grant me patiently to ſubmit to : 
Yoke thou ſhall order in my Youth, nor en 2 
lift up myſelf againſt any neceſſary and pi 4 
per Diſcipline. 
Be graciouſly pleaſed to make my ti 
that good Ground for thy Word, which ni 
bring forth /ixty or a 3 fold" Sa * | 
me every temporal Bleſſing, let thy Grace, 
ſtraining me from Pride, and inſpiring me i 
Humility, be added to any Fortune I 
be born or ſucceed to; and give me UM 
Wiſdom which thy holy Word — 1 | 
be good with an Inheritance. 2 
And with the Mercies and Favours il 155 
humbly implored, be intreated to 1 | | | 
my Praiſes and Thankſgivings for all "ne 
paſt Favours and Kindnoſſes, eſpecially .N 
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8 Goodneſs and Preſervation this Day. 
BW now I commit my Soul and Body to 
Mercy, who haſt created and redeemed 
and bumbly hope for ſuch a continual 
divine Aſſiſtance, both temporal and 
ua), as may preſerve me from all Evil 
Wi World, and finally bring me to thy 
{Waſting Reſt, thro? his prevailing Merits 
hath died for me, Feſus Chrift, my Sa- 
r, in whoſe Name and excellent Form of 
as, I further call upon Thee, ſaying, 


: ur Father, &c. 
1 8 * 55 

An Evening Prayer for à Servant. 
. | | 
0 BLess:D Lord God, who cut of the 
7 VV Deep heardeſt David thy Servant when 
Wa1led upon thee; incline thine Ear to thy 
ble and faithful Creature now proſtrate 
re thee, and imploring thy Bleſſing, and 
Yence from the Perils and Dangers of the 
bt. Thou haſt ordained, O Lord, that 
= ſhould go forth to his Work and to his 
aur untill the Evening, and then art 
ed to afford him a refreſhing Reſt. I 
SWnity and adore thy holy Name for ſuch 
lay of thy a and Loving-kindneſs 
sds us, and beg thy Grace that I may not 
e ſuch Bleſſing, by Slothand-exceſfive In- 
ß ence of myſelf in Sleep, inconſiſtent with 
tation in Life, and the Juſtice due to 
earchly Maſter and Supporter. 
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63 PRIVATE DevoTions, MY a 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, to forgive and 

don the many Sins and Pose, * 
this Day, [ Here mention the Sagas mY my 
Opportunities I have neglected, amid 4 0 
my Hurry and Buſineſs, of lifting 9 1 4 
Heart to thee. O Lord, I repent, ai pw 7 
heartily ſorry for all my Miſdeeds, thoſY am | 
and Provocations which in Oppoſition u "os 
Laws, and Checks of my own Conſcienl 0 
have committed againſt thee. O teac 
to bring forth the Fruits meet for W 
that I may for the future conſider one «i 
great Ends of my bleſſed Saviour's con 3 
that Grace of God, teaching us % 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, al fl 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in thi ll 
ſent World: Let his precious Blood 
Lord, cleanſe me from all py by 

and that turning from theWickednels, * 
I have committed, and doing that ""M 
lawful and right, I may ſave my Soul on 1 

Do thou reſtrain me, O Lord, by the In 

tion of thy pure Spirit from all bp 
Speech and Language to my earthly M 
and Superiors, and that, net an/wrn 
gain, IJ may patiently ſubmit to ther 
proofs and Admonitions. Bleſs and pri 
this Family from all Evils and Misfor 


and reward their Goodneſs, their Hun 
and Charity to me, by ſhewing /om: N 
of thy Providence unto them for Good. ) 
Accept the humble and thankful Offer 
= Lips and myHeart, for thy _ | 
via 
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ee towards them and me this Day, and 
tuffer thy Benefits and Goodneſs to ſlip 

BMcmory. Give me ſuch a conſtant and 
ful Senſe of thy Love and Notice of me in 
ny poor and low Station, that I may 
eild to any Temptations which may ſe- 
= and draw me from my Duty and Ser- 
to thee. Make me to reflect in my Ser- 
ee and Poverty on the Riches of thy re- 

ing Grace, on the high Honour of be- 
$0 a Servant, yet a Son of thy Love in 
E. + Chriſt; that the Sweetneſs and Satisfac- 
of the one may reconcile me to the 
dip of the her, and make me chear- 
and ſubmiſſively reſign to the Lot and 


ing for the happy Time and glorious 
earance of the Lord Jeſus Chrijt when 
all come to remove all Difference and 
inction amongſt Men, and reward every 
according to his Work. Theſe Things, 


ame and Words of thy dearly beloved 
my adorable Saviour and Redeemer. 
ur Father, &c. 


1 2 
5 
, 8 — 5 
ö 8 7 

11 U 
4 : 
I * 
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A Prayer at any Time of Day. 


I ) vant David Grace at Evening and Mor- 
and at Noon, to call upon thee, and thou 
% bis Voice; hearken to me my King and 


omſtance thou haſt pleaſed to order me, 


ord, with whatever elſe thou ſeeſt neceſ- 
and convenient for me: Ihumbly beg, in 


BE SssED Lord, who didſt give thy Ser- 


70 PRIVATE DEvor roxs. 
my God, and accept of this humbk 8 
ſhort Addreſs to thy divine Majeſty, ing ue G 
midſt of the Hurries and Cares of the 
wherein, for the Sin of Man, thou hat 
dered him by the Sweat of his Brow i" 
the Bread neceſſary for his bodily Suſtenu 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, to give me thy Blelig ouy 
and always prevent me with thy Grace li 
Favour. Let the Remainder of this 1 
and of all my Time be employed to 1 
Honour of thy great Name, that he 
eat or drink, or whatever 1 do, I may uh E 3 

Ibe Glory of Ged. 3 _ the . 

I magnity and adore thy gracious Prov 4 = 
dence for the Protections thou haſt Z 4 
ready granted me, and humbly beg 9 In 
Continuance of thy Goodneſs and Lom. 80 
kindneſs towards me. Grant me thy Fol 0 
giveneſs, O merciful God, of all thei * 
rors and Omiſſions of my ſinful Life; 
thoſe Things, which, for my Unworthindl 9 
dare not, and for my Blindneſs, I _ 
aſk, vouchſafe to give me, for the Wor 
neſs of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, my Medio y 

and bleſſed Redeemer. Amen. A 


A General Form of Prayer and Confeſſion, ul 3 al 
may be uſed at all Times. 7 


4 yy . 17 * 
my 2e 


1 
al 
1 
1 


Abox ABLE Lord, and everlaſting G4 V 

who art eaſy to be entreated, kind $4 

the Unthankful, and takeſt Pleaſure in = 
Proſperity of thy People; have mercy 5 
1 - "= 


PIRATE DEvoTioONs: 71 
cy ſinful Creature, and hear my hum- 
= Pctitions, when I lift up my Hands to 
for Mercy. Let not my Lord be angry, 
WE who am but Duſt and Aſhes preſume to 
my Wants before thee. Enter not into 
ment with thy Servant, O Lord, for in 
WS Sight of all Men I have the leaſt Reaſon 
e juſtified. Though waſhed in thy holy 
tain of Baptiſm, I am again polluted 
actual Sins, and am aſhamed to lift up 
ace unto thee. 

neither remembered thee as I ought i 

"= Days of my Youth, nor am yet arrived 
uch Years of Diſcretion, as to avoid 
forſake Sin, and live in a conſtant 
uniform Obedience to thy Will and 
wandments. I have very ſlightly per- 
ed, or ſhamefully neglected the Pu- 
of my great Calling, and the Fear of 


divine and infinite Majeſty. I have not 
omitted what thou haſt commanded, 
careleſly committed what thou haſt ſtrict- 
orbidden; and what can I expect from 
WW, © Lord, who art of purer Eyes than 
cchold iniquity, but to have my Portion 
= Hypocrites. - But there is Mercy with 
RE who defreth not the Death of à Sinner, 
_ 7: that he ſhould turn unto thee and 
bo thou therefore, O Lord, look up- 
me with thy uſual Indulgence, and let 
e lniquity be my Ruin. 


Ts 


hath prevailed againſt the Fear of 


/ 
: 
: 
1 
1 
i 
: 
: 
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To ſee the Goodneſs and Merits of ai 
Son's Sufferings, and that I may adore Wo 1 
Redeeming Love, open my Eyes gp 5 
me a View of my ſinful Self; and that 4 4 
may abhor and forſake thoſe Tranſgreſſau L i 
which were the Cauſe of his bitter Agar | 
and Paſſion. From the bloody Print d 9 
his Nails, and through his pierced > 9 
give me, with 7. homas, a View of m - 1 . 
and my Ged: it is through thoſe 2 V 
alone, that I can expect to be healed, and l 
nothing but the Blood ſhed upon the Cr1/:1 
plead with thy offended Juſtice, Receit 
me, O my God, and be reconciled to oy 7 
through the Satisfaction of that Sacrifice ir "I 
Sin, and for the Sake and Merits of my il =. 
Redeemer, lift up the Light of thy Cour 
nance upon, and reſtore me to thy Grace an 
Favour; lead me in the Way of Rightc-W 
neſs by thy Holy Spirit, and enable me 1 
his Influence to walk therein. - 

Grant, O Lord, that neither the Enticemem 
nor Threatnings of Men may draw me fro I 
thy Service, but that I may perſevere | 4 
the Faith and Practice of thy holy Religinf# 
till the Days of my appointed Time are #8 5 A 
niſhed, and my great Charge cometh ; 1 
I may have that Peace at the laſt p roceed 8 
from a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
thee, and my Neighbour; and that barg 
lived in thy Fear, I may die in thy Faro 
reſt in Peace, and riſe by thy Power to Gp 


and Immortality. And as tnou art 5 1 
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W thy Goſpel to promiſe the Addition of world- 
W ly Neceſſaries and Conveniences to thoſe 
EX who ſeek firſt thy Kingdom and the Righteouſ- 
W 72/5 thereof, remember me alſo in the tempo- 
ral Bleflings of thy Providence. 
= Give me, O Lord, Health of Body, that 
W Diſeaſe and Infirmity may not diſable me 
trom attending the publick. Worſhip of thy 
Church, nor hinder my Performance of thoſe 
& {olemn Duties whick thou haſt ordained and 
WF inſtiruted therein. Grant, O Lord, that I 
may have Contentment in the Station thou 
8 ſhalt pleaſe to place me, and no Ambition 
above the Food and Raiment which thou ſhalt 
= juige convenient for me. Preſerve to me 
choſe Ser/es thou haſt been pleaſed to beſtow 
upon me, and deprive me not of that Reaſon 
for which thou haſt ſo much exalted the 
human above the brutal Nature, 
ive me Grace, O Lord, not to ſet my 
Heart on the Things of this Life, but on 
che Things which are above; that inſtead 
of being under the continual Fear and Bon- 
2 422e of Death, I may chearfully expect it, 
and find it a Paſſage to my everlaſting Peace. 
Accept of my Prayers for thoſe who cannot 
or woll not pray for themſelves ;, for the Con- 
"a verſion of all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
= Hereticks : Let thy continual Mercy watch 
oer and defend our pure eſtabliſhed Church; 
Cover her miter'd Head in every Day of 
orte, and protect her in all Dangers and 
Oppoſitions, from all her open and ſecret 
13 E - ..-- ; 
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Enemies. Give us, O heavenly Father, 2 E TR 
truly Catholick and Chriſtian Spirit, to love, wc” 
and think, and ſpeak reſpectfully of all thoſe 
WhO differ and diſſent from us, giving them 
Grace to fear thee, and work Righteouſneſs, N 
that they may be accepted by thee, and that 
we may all meet and dwell together at laſt 
in the Church of thy bleſſed Son triumphant re 
in Glory. Give thy Bleſſing to the Propu- WD. 
gation of the Goſpel in the uniuligten'd Cor- 
ners of the Earth, that all may be brought 5 2 
to the Knowledge of thee their God and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, that they Wi 
may no longer /it in Darkneſs and the Sha YG 
dow of Death, but thy Way be known up;m 
Earth, and thy ſaving Health amongſt all 
Nations. SP 
Give to all Chriſtians the primitive Purity 
and Innoffenſiveneſs of thy firſt Apoſtles and ; 
Servants, and put a Stop to thoſe Crimes, 
which are the Practices and Diſgrace of the a 
preſent Age. Bleſs thoſe Governors and Ru- 4 : 
lers whom thou haſt placed over us, and e- 
ſpecially our Sovereign King George, and | 1 
his illuſtrious Family; preſe rve him from all 
Danger, Conſpiracy and Rebellion, and let 
him reign in the Hearts of an obedient and WA 
affectionate People. And to aid us in al A 
holy and Chriſtian Duties, Bleſs the Cyl 3 
of this Land; let them be Examples of S0. - 
briety, Humility, and all the Virtues and eee 
Graces which they teach others; that the. 4 th 
private Converſation may do an aye" , = 
ther 


1 PRIVATE DEVOT10ONS, 75 
Wheic publick Character, and the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ſpread and increaſe, by the Innocence 
And Purity, the brotherly Love and Chriſtian 
WDeportment of the Miniſters thereof. Pre- 
Wcrve, O Lord, th. Relations betwen Paſtors 
Ind People, and keep us ſtedfaſt and 
Wnmoveablc, that we may not, like Chil- 
Wren, be 2% 70 and fro, by any Wind of 
= 7. 

Finally, O Lord, fend thy Bleſſing upon 
WW thoſe, to whom I am bound in Love 
d Aﬀection, by ſpecial Relation and Affi- 
Wity. ¶ Here mention particular Friends, &c.] 
Wuccour the afflicted, O Lord, and give 
em Patience under all their Sufferings. 
W icſe Prayers, to which I humbly add, my 
Fraiſes and Thankſgivings for all thy paſt 
ercies, be intreated to accept in the Name 
WW that bleſſed Perſon Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 
Wo hath taught and commanded us, as 
en as we pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


§ it has pleaſed God to place us in dif- 
ferent Stations and Circumſtances, and 
A % give ſome more Leiſure and Oppor- 
ban others to perform the important 
cr of Religion; I would heartily recommend 
a” ch, to proceed from the great Work of 
o other boly and ſpiritual Employments, 
_ 2 that 
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that their Converſations may be in Heaven, 
and their Thoughts and Affections unriveied . © 
from this vain World, which can promiſe us w 
Enjoyment of any thing we poſſeſs, and which e 
the daily Inſtances of Mortality prove o be 
no abiding Place for us. The ſpiritual Life wil 

be found on Experience to be the happieſt, and © 
no Heart can conceive, nor Tongue expreſs, th: 
Tranquility of that Mind which is ſtaid on 
God, which is prepared to meet him 7 4 
his Diſpenſations, and is ſo full of Faith in hi g 
Promiſes, as to receive the Arreſt of Death, ® 
without extraordinary Perturbation and Uneaſ- 


neſs. 


And in Order to this, I would ream- 8 
mend the ſpending of ſome Time every Day in 
Reading and Meditating the holy Scripture, 
turning to thoſe Places, where the wonderfi' 
Operations of divine Providence in favour i 
godly Men are recorded; and in particular, 
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would exhort them every Morning after Pra, N 
zo read the ſacred and moſt moving Hiſtory i WP 


our bleſſed Lord's Paſſion and Sufferings, cobid 
would warm their Hearts, and fill their Hu 
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with the Love of God for his merciful Reden . 
tion, and let them ſee the heinous Nature of Sil . 4 
zobich could not be remitted without the Blui - £4 


of Chriſt on the Croſs, This will acqua 
them with themſelves, ſhew them what i 
are by Nature, and what they are made by i 
ade the Lo" 

of Chriſt will conſtrain ts Virtue and lu, 
fenſreeneſs of Converſation ; and they ill 
; l | 3 


Grace of the Goſpel, till by 


Tz 
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© rood and virtuous, upon a much higher and 
better Principle than THE MORAL FITNESS 
or THINGS. 
= How beautiful is the Deſcription of the Pri- 
= mitive Chriſtians ? How did they live and 
love one another? And by having often Recourſe 
X a to Heaven in Prayer and other devout Exerciſes, 
boo were their natural and ſenſual Paſſions ſub- 
Edued? how careful in their Words and A&i- 
ons, neither to offend God nor Man? The pious 
Antients pray'd ſeven times à Day, and it 
ſcemed indeed, their Meat and Drink to do 
he Will of God. 
F But as the World now is, ſuch a Spirit of 
Devotion ſeems quite evaporated; and thoſe 
who are the leaſt incumbered in Life, unbap- 
E ſhew the leaſt Inclination to religious Duties, 
* rejoice in their Leiſure and Fortune as 
2 pportunities given them to indulge them- 
ſelves in the Pleaſures and Vanities of Life. 
Mt on the other Hand, would frequently 


ö 
* os but are detained from their Duties 
the preſſing Neceſſities and Cares of the 


3 2 Now as the Chriſtian Religion has not 
1 2 Dejign to lay a grievous Burden upon its 
= 4 "rofeſjors, and is intended for the Good and 
lere, Human Society, as well as of our 
mortal Souls; as it ſeeks not to hinder the 
ative Duties of Life; nor call us from the 
EP-cceſſary Duties and Offices of our worldly Sta- 
ons. To ſuch who have not frequent Oppor- 
tres to pray, &c. I would recommend in 
ee mit of their Trades, Callings, and Profef- 
= | 23 ſions, 
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ons, the lifting up their Hearts often to Cd 
in ſome apt Sentences of Scripture ſuiting thei 
reſpective Circumſtances and Stations, for which 
Purpoſe, I have added to the foregoing Forn:s af 
Devotions for private Per ſons, ſome ſhort Prayer, | 


and Ejaculations to be uſed at any ntermedia, 
Time of = as follow. 


In the midſt of Buſineſs and Fatigue. 


ORD), I am careful and incumber*d about ö 


many Things; I know that one J hing 

is needful for me, and I chuſe in my Hear | 

the Setter Part, which will not be taken away 
from us. 
O Lord, give me Grace to make my 
great Calling and Election ſure. ; 
Prevent me, O Lord, in all my Doings 
with thy moſt gracious Favour, and further 
me with thy continual Help. 
Incline not my Heart to any evil Thing, 
and teach me to make much of thy Law, 4 
The Lord bleſs me and keep me; the | 


Lord make his Face to ſhine upon me, and 


be gracious unto me. 


In our Trade and Dealings, the following Se. 


tences and ae may be uſed, or ubs 


Part of them Time will permit. 


T 


5 3 
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E Lord is righteous in all his war Y 4 | 
d holy in all his Works: O "Ie me if 4 | 
ee 
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5 Reer Innocency and do the Thing that is 
right, that I may have Peace at the laſt. 
Lord, who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, 
or reſt upon thy holy Hill! 
He that leadeth an uncorrupt Life, ani 
*X doth the Thing which is right, and ſpeaketh 
tbe Truth from! his leart: He thathath uſed no 
Deceit in his Tongue, nor done Evil to his 
A Neighbour, and ch not ſlandered his Neigh- 
4 hour: He that {weareth unto his Neighbour 
and diſappointeth him not, tho? it were to 
his own Hindrance. 
= Whoſo doth theſe Things ſhall never 
: iF | fall. 
= He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
good, and what doth the Lord require of 
Ag thee, but to do Juſtice, and love Mercy, and 
; Walle humbly with thy God? 
d let me not give up myſelf to Wrong and 
ERobbery, if Riches increaſe that I may not 
et my Heart upon them. 
Let me praiſe thee continually for thy 
great Mercies; yea, let all the People praiſe 
= thee. 
| 28 So ſhall the Earth bring forth her Increaſe, 
and God, even our own God ſhall give us 
is Eleing. 
1 Sons ſhall grow up like tender Plants, 
. N and our Daughters as poliſhed Corners of the 
emple. 
= 2 Then ſhalt thou ſee thy Children' Ch 
and Peace upon Iſrael. 


2E 4 There 


2 
1 
- La 
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There ſhall be no Leading into Captivity, "8 
and no complaining in our Streets. 


Bleſſed are the People who have the Lord 
for their God. 


When you are going out. 


RESERVE me, O Lord, for in thee have = 
I put my Truſt. = 
Who ſhall harm us if we be Followers of 
- that which is good ? WW 
Lead me forth in thy Truth, for thou art 
the God of my Salvation. =. 
The Lord ſhall preſerve me from all 
Evil yea, it is even he that ſha]l keep my 
ou 


The Lord is on my right Hand, therelore 
I ſhall not fall. « 


At your Return Home. 7 8 
Rarsz the Lord, O my Soul, and all that © 1 

is within me, bleſs his holy Name. = | 
Wholo feareth the Lord, Mercy embracett 3 
him on every Side. = 4 
Reoice in the Lord, O ye Righteous, full * 


it becometh well the Juſt to be thankful. RP 
The Eyes of the Lord are over the Rigi- Bn 
teous, and his Ears are open to th Bp 
Prayers. ”. 

Thou art about my Path, and 3 o 
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all my Ways. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 8r 

1 I will thank thee, O Lord, for thou haſt 

pleſt me in my going out and coming in 
3 ] will magnify thee, O God, my King, 

and praiſe thy Name for ever and ever. c 


5 
5 For an Apprentice or Servant, when enticet 
| from his Maſter's Service into any improper 


or unlawfui Pleaſures. 


Y Son if Sinners intice thee, conſent 
- Ji thou not, 
nter not into the Path of the Wicked. 
Z Have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful- 
Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove 
hem. 
T Thou loveſt Righteoufneſs and hateſt Ini- 
2 Huy. How can I do this Wickedneſs and 
Pin againſt Thee? Fornication, Adultery: 
2 And Uncleanneſs, let it not once be named a- 
3 * mongſt you as becometh Saints. 
| Rejoice O young Man in thy Touth, 
1 3 * let thy Heart chear thee in the Days of 
{ 2 Yourh, and walk in the Ways of thy 
cart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes; but 
nov thou that for all theſe Things God will. 
ring thee to Judgment. 
Exil Communications corrupt Good-man- 
ers. 
Wbhoſoever is wiſe will pardon theſe 
hings, and he ſhall underſtand the loving 
undneſs of the Son. 
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The CONCLUSION. "I 
and the Love of God, and the Fellow- 


ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all ever. 
more. Amen, | 


. 


— 


FAMILY P RA VERS. y 
For every Day in the We * 1 


Preparatomy Collects for the Lord's Day. 


LmIGHTY and everlaſting God, who 

art always more ready to hear than we 

to pray, and art wont to give more than 
Either we deſire or deſerve, pour down upon 
us the Abundance of thy Mercy, forgiving 
us thoſe Things whereof our Conſcience 1s 
afraid, and giving us thoſe Things which 
we are not worthy to aſk, but through the 
Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, th) 
Son our Lord. Amen. F 


ALMIGHTY and moſt merciful God, of 
whoſe only Gift it cometh, that thy Wu. 
faithful People do unto Thee truly and lauda- 

ble Service; grant we beſeech Thee, that 
we may ſo faithfully ſerve Thee in this Lite, 
that we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly 
Promiſes thro* the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lor d, Amen. | A Prayer 2 1 


$7” 


9 we praiſe and magnify thy glorious Name 
for the gracious Opportunities thou art 


Duties, and mind the Things which belong 
to our everlaſting Peace. How excellent is 
thy Name in all the World, who of the 
Time which thou haſt given to thy Creatures 
to labour in the neceſſary Oſhces of Life, 

haſt reſerved ſo ſmall a Part to thy ſelf, one 

Day in ſeven for thy eſpecial Worſhip and 
Service; O give us thy Grace, always to o- 
bey thy divine Command, and remember 
thy Sabbath, to keep it holy. 


hearty and ſincere Repentance of all our paſt 
= | Omiſſions, to forgive us all our Sins, Neg li- 
88 gerces and Ignorances, and endue us with the 


according to thy Word, which we are now 
EX gong to hear from the Miniſter and Diſpenſer 
RY fbcreof, in thy holy Church. Grant that we 
map receive it with pure Affection, and without - 
Prejudice, that our Minds may be prepared 
and compoſed ; that with a fixed and devout 
Attention to the ſacred Buſineſs of the Place 


E | awful Senſe of thine Infinite Majeſty and 
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A Prayer for Sunday Morning 


Gor the Fountain of all Mercy, who 
prepareſt for them that love Thee ſuch 
good Things as paſs Man's Underſtanding, 


pleaſed to give us to perform our ſpiritual 


* 


May it pleaſe Thee, O Lord, to give us an 


Grace of thy holy Spirit, to amend our Lives 


we may n in thy Houſe; and with an : 


Greatneſs, 
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Greatneſs, bow ourſelves before the mk a 


. high God. O Lord, who are ſufficient for 
theſe Things that dwell in Houſes of Duſt? 
And what being ſo low, ſo frail, and impo- 
tent as Man, can pay the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice which is due to thee, the holy one that 
inhabiteth Eternity? Who are we, that like 
Abraham we ſhould take upon us to ſpeak 
unto thee, who may not only ſay, to Corrup- 
tion, thou art. my Father, and to the Worm, 
thou art my Mother and my Siſter; but are 
alſo more vile and contemptible, as Sinners,, 
than the meaneſt Inſects; they anſwer. the 
Ends of their Creation, but we, for. the moſt; 
part, few or Hone of the Purpoſes for which 
Moral Beings were made and created. We 
are the only Creatures in this ſublunary Orb, 


that have diſobey'd our Creator, who live in 


Sin, and cheriſh the one thing hateful and diſ- 


agreeable to the Purity of thy Divine Nature. 


Happy for us, O Lord, that thou know-- 


et and remember ft that we are but Daft, BG 
with thee we are ſenſible there is plenteous. 


Redemption; to thee belongs Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs, tho* we have rebelled againſt 
thee ; and to thy Throne of Grace we are 
now approaching in our. Time. of Need, to 
call upon thee for. Pardon in. the acceptable 
Voice of thy Church, the facred Habitation. 


of thy Holineſs, the Place where: thine Hi- WY 


wour awwellzth. Thou, O Lord, art preſent. 
in all Places, and the whole Fabrick of Hea- 
ven. and Earth as built by thy Power, and. 

: : maintain'd 
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*Maintain'd by thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
Day be called the Seat, of. thy Omni-preſent 
*WMajeſty ; but thou art ſaid to be eſpecially: 
FIFreſent in thy holy Temple, in the Place 
Built for thy Name, and which, ſeparated. 
om common Uſe, a * great Father moſt. 
ꝓptly ſtiles the Earthiy Palace of God. 
In the Temple, our Bleſſed Saviour in his In- 
Icy was brought to be preſented unto thee, 
"Kd pere we may hope for thy more imme- 
Mate tho? inviſible Preſence. Let all the 
1 erth keep Silence before thee, and keep their 
et when they go into thy Houſe, that 
ey offer not the Sacrifice of Fools who con- 
er not that they do Evil; let them behave 
Ich that Reverence, Humility and Ho- 
ess which becometh thy Houſe for ever, 
d with that Silence as to worldly and yain- 
ffairs, which conſiſts with the Ipiritual 
—Enployment of God's Worſhippers in Sion. 
ere thy Word, the great Oracle of Truth. 
declared, there the bleſſed Sacrament our 
*REriftian Paſſover. is prepared and admini- 
ed, and zherexwe humbly hope for thy, 
cling, and particular Regard, from the 
ccious Promiſe made to thy Servant Meſes,. 
e in 4% Places where thy Name is record- 
chou wilt came unto thy People and leſs 
en; How. glad therefore ſhould we be with. 
Scrvant David, When it is ſaid unto us, 
go into the Houſe of our God. | 
We moſt humbly thank. thee, O merciful: 


Father,, 
s St. .Chryſoftoms. | 
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Father, that thou haſt preſerved and kept y 
this Night, and given us another Sabbath yz ³ 
honour thy Holy Name and thy Word, ax 
to worſhip thee in the Beauty of Holini, 
As Life is ſhort and uncertain, and in th 
Pit no Man can remember thee; give us, 0 
Lord, the Wiſdom and Grace whilſt wn M8 
have Health and Strength to conſider or 
latter End, and not neglect the weighty Cor: * 
cerns of Eternity. If Sinners entice us, E 
us never conſent to any Breach or Pollutin 
of thy Sabbath. And give thy Magiſtrats. 
Grace, to correct and puniſh all Abuſes au. 
Prophanation thereof. And make us all knon 
and think that no Sight is ſo lovely as the far 
Beauty of the Lord, nor any Viſits, on thi ⁵ä 
Day, ſo proper and becoming Chriſtians, 3 8 
of thy holy Temple, = 
Grant, O Lord, that none of theſe preciow ix 
Moments may be conſumed in Vanity, bu ü 
the whole Sabbath kept unto thee. Let th: 
Pleaſures we take, be of a pure and ſpiritul 
Nature, and our Duty to thee our great D. 
light and Recreation. This is the Day whici . 
the Lord hath made memorable to the Chi- 
ſtian World by his glorious Reſurrection; « 
will rejoice and be glad in it. Illuminate ou in 
Minds, O Lord, with thy great and Goſp! 
Deliverance from the Bondage of Death, a" PR 
in thy Fear and Love, let us worſhip tear nl 
thy holy Temple; that from thy Church nm 
litant on Earth, we may praiſe thee wtth tie ni 


celeſtial Choir of angelic Spirits, and keep p 8 
C „„ OS eternd 


_ Sabbath and Reſt in thy glorious 
_ Grant this, we beſeech for Jeſus 
5 77 his Sake our only Mediator and Re- 
| T deemer. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 


2A Following Ejaculations, F Time will per- 
mit, may be added. | 


SATISFY us with thy Mercy, and that 
3 ſoon; ſo ſhall we rejoice ne be glad 
the Days of our Life. 
My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied even as it were 
ith Marrow and Fatneſs, when my Mouth 
Praiſeth thee with joyfull Lips. 
Have Mercy upon us, O God, O Lord, 
rant us now Salvation. 
Thou ſhalt open our Lips, O Lord, and 
Pur Mouths ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. 
Hear us when we call, O God of our 
* 1 Righteouſneſs, thou haſt ſet us at Liberty 
hen we were in Trouble, have Mercy upon 
s and hearken unto our Prayer. 
Offer the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs, and 
put your truſt in the Lord. 


editation. 
O hearken thou unto the Voice of our 


ace will we make our Prayer. 
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Ponder our Words, O Lord, conſider our 


1 A Walling, our King and our God, for unto 


gy Voice ſhalt thou hear betimes ! in the 

Horning, early in the Morning will I direct 

age unto thee, and will Jook u | 
"Thou, 
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A Prayer for Sunday Noon, after coming fron 


derive; we laud and glority thy holy Name, 


and perform our Morning Duty and Service. 
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Thou, O Lord, wilt give thy Bleſſing unt? 
the Righteous; and with thy favourable * 
Kindneſs wilt thou defend him as with! 
Shield. | N 
Me will come into thy Houſe, even upon 
the multitude of thy Mercy, and in thy 
Fear, will we worſhip towards thy hop 
Temple. . 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the Beginning, &c. 


8 


W e 
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The CONCLUSION. 


CS RA c E be with us, and Peace from ö 
God our Father, and the Lord Feſu * 
Chriſt. 4 


wer! Kon y 
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Morning Service. 
X | OST gracious God, the Fountain f 
all Goodneſs and Perfection, from 
whoſe Love and Compaſſion to the Sons of 
Men, all Spiritual and Temporal Bleſſings "8 


for this freſh Inſtance of thy Mercy, in per- 
mitting us with health of Body and Mind to- 
attend the publick Worſhip of thy Church 
Do thou grant that we may be Doers as well 
as Hearers of thy Word, and not dect ul 
our ſelves by any vain Opinion of our Rig 

teoulneb, 


Bu - PRIVATE DEvoTIONs.s 89 
ouſneſs, whilſt our Perſons are in thy Church 
Id our Hearts far from thee. 
As all Scripture is given by divine Inſpira- 
on, and is profitable for Inſtruction in the 
"ZW ays of Piety and Virtue; grant, O Lord, 
hat we may remember the Diſcourſe found- 
N upon thoſe holy Writings, and ſo inward- 
i digeſt the ſame as to improve it to our 
Preſent and everlaſting Welfare. As Faith 
Jometh by Hearing, and without which it is 
Inpoſſible to pleaſe thee, let that fr/# of the 
ZE hriſtian Graces and Virtues flow from, and 
e the bleſſed Effect of every Sermon we at- 
end to in thy holy Sanctuary. May it pleaſe 
hee of thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to give us 
Perſeverance in our Duty and Worſhip of 
ee, that, we be not weary and faint in our 
inds, but repeat our publick Devotions in 
hy holy Temple, with freſh Zeal and Fer- 
ency of Spirit. Grant that we may not be 
pool and unaffected in the next aſſembling of 
Purſelves together; but give us an Increaſe 


3 


reached unto us, to regard it with due At- 
ention, and reform our Manners, according, 
1 4 tO its Dictates. | 
Let no Parties of Pleaſure be formed to 
. educe and draw us from the Habitation 5 
1 Holineſs, and omit the Duty of thy Sab- 
ach, which cannot be kept holy, nor thy 
olemn Command obey'd, if only one Part of 
be dedicated to thy Service: And grant, 
Lord, that our Lives may correſpond with, 


f Grace to hear joyfully thy Word again 


this. 
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this publick Profeſſion of thy Religion, a 


may be perceived in us. Grant that ti 
and Saviour; and bring over and convert 


portment. Let us ſhew to all Abfenten 
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that the Power as well as Form of Godlinei 


Worſhippers may, by the, Purity of the 43 | 
Converſation, adorn the Doctrine of our Li 


the Faith, all Scoffers and Gainſayers, by th 
Inoffenſiveneſs and Regularity of their De 


from the Church and Sacraments, the Ad. 
vantages of a religious Life, and the healiy 
Virtue which, as from their þlefſed Auth, 
goes cut of his Word and Ordinances. 
And now, O Lord, having received th: 
Ipiritual Food of this thy Providence: Permit - 
us, with an humble Intreaty of thy Bleſſing 
and with all due Thanktulneſs to refreſh on 
Bodies with the Creatures thou haſt given 
for our Support and Suſtenance : But giv 
us Grace, O Lord, to uſe ſuch Moderation, RR 
and eſpecially on this Day, ſo to diſtinguilh 
between a Satisfaction of Nature and Indu- 
gence of Appetite, that no Heavineſs may i- 
diſpoſe us to perform our Duty, nor cauk F £ 
that Inattention to thy Word, which may "= 
diſcourage the Preacher, and hinder our Im- 
provement under his Doctrine. 2 
We know, O Lord, that every Opporti- 
nity thou affordeſt us, is a Talent committed Pl 
to our Truſt, from which thou doſt expet 
ſome Increaſe and Improvement; to tie 
profitable Servant, to him that hath will be 
given more, and he ſhall have it in Aw 


dan j 4 
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ice; but from him that hath not, wilt 
Hhou take away, even that which he Hat; 
Frant that we may make ſuch Improvements 
If the Beginnings of Grace, that we may not 
Sc in the Number of thoſe ſlothful Servants 
enſured and puniſhed in the Goſpel, but 
Pay with the Means put into our Hands, di- 
gently work out our Salvation, which is the 
Feat and only Intereſt required by thee for 
l thy Gifzs and Talents. | 
Bleſs us, O Lord, in the Pardon of every 
in committed againſt thee, correct the 
Prailties of our corrupt Nature, and ſo 
Wcan our Thoughts and Hearts from the mo- 
—Wentary Enjoyments and Pleaſures of this 
=F\ orld, that the Promiſes of thy Goſpel 
Way be always in our View; that our Trea- 
Pie being in Heaven, our Hearts may be 
Pere allo ; that we may hunger and thirſt after 
Keg hteouſneſs, and as the Hart panteth after 
e Yater-brooks, our Souls may long after 
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rant this, we beſeech thee, O merciful 
Ford, for his Sake, who is himſelf the Head 
* 7 c7-Stone of his Church, Feſus Chriſt our 

Ford, to whom with thee, G Father, and 
peer bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour and Glo- 


e : World without End. Amen. 


After 
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them forth into the Houle of God. 4 * 
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After coming from Evening- Service, the foluu. 
ing Ejaculations and Prayers may be uſed, . 


HE Lord is our Shepherd, therefo: 
can we lack nothing. = | 

He ſhall feed us in a green Paſture, an 
lead us forth beſide the Waters of Com. 0 
fort. — 

He ſhall convert our Souls, and bring u 
into the Paths of Righteouſneſs for W 
Name's Sake. 

Thy Loving-kindeſs and thy Mercy ſhal 
follow us all the Days of our Life, and w: 
will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord fr 
ever. ; 3 : : | 
One Thing have 1 defired of the Lori, 
that I may dwell in his Houſe to behold th - 
fair Beauty of the Lord, and to viſit in i 
Temple. — 

I had rather be a Door-keeper in tie 
Houſe of the Lord, than to dwell in the Tens 
of Ungodlineſs. i 

My Tears have been my Meat Night and 9 * P 
Day, while they daily ſay unto me, , where "2 
is now thy God. E 

I went with the Multitude, and brought 


„ 
N 
. f F 


In the Voice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving | I 
with ſuch as keep thy holy Day. — 

How dear are thy Counſels unto me, 0% f 
God, O how 7 great is the Sum of them. 
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*X © ſend out thy Light and thy Truth; let 
em lead us unto thy holy Hill, and to thy 
"FF abernacle. | 
Then will we go unto the Altar of God, 
Fur exceeding Joy. 
Great is the Lord, and highly to be praiſed, 
iy the City of our God, even upon his holy 
Hill. 
rhe Lord gave the Word ; great was the 
Fompany of the Preachers. 


| * The Hill of Sion is a fair Place, and the 


Joy of the whole Earth; upon the north 
ide lieth the City of the great King: God is 
ell known in her Palaces as a ſure Refuge, 
Valk about Sion, and go round about her. 
Mark well her Bulwarks, ſet up her Houſes, 
hat ye may tell them that come after. 
God is our God for ever and ever, and 
e ſhall be our guide even unto Death. 
Are your Minds ſet upon Righteouſnes, O 
e Congregation, and do ye judge the Things 
Phat are right, O ye Sons of Men. 
Out of Sion hath God appeared in perfect 
eauty. | 
XX Hear our Prayers, O God, and hide not 
hy {elf from our Petitions. | 
0 think upon thy Congregation, whom 
Þb0u haſt purchaſed and redeemed of old. 
„How amiable are thy Dwellings, thou Lord 
ef Hoſts. C | 
My Soul hath a Deſire and Longing to 
enter into the Courts of the Lord, my Heart 
nd my Fleſh rejoice in the living God. 
11 Bleſſi rg 
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Congregation of the praiſe him. 


Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy Hod, 
they will be always praiſing thee. | 
They will go from Strength to strengt, 

and unto the God of Gods appeareth even 
one of them in Sion. 1 = 
For one Day in thy Courts is better t 
a thouſand. ; 
Praiſe the Lord with me, and forget 0 
all his Benefits. 
O praiſe the Lord all ye his Saints, ie 
Servants of his that do his Pleaſure. Let te 


O praiſe God in his Holineſs; young Men 
and Maidens, old Men and Children, pra 
ye the Name of the Lord. Amen. 5 


PRAYERS for the Church, onl 4 
Gop's Bleſſing upon cur len Deus 7 


tions therein. 


LORD, we beſeech thee, let thy i 
() continual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 

Church, and becauſe it cannot con- * oY 
tinue in Safety without thy Succour, pre- 
ſerve it ever more by thy Help and Goo | 
neſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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6 OD, fan whom all good Works and 
» holy Duties proceed, who did“ hut it 

o the Heart of thy Servant David to build 
2 11 Lou ſe for thy Name, but would not permit 
to do it becauſe he had been a Man of 
I bod , thereby ſignifying the Glory of the 
b Sud Temple to be raiſed by Chriſt the 
Hiace of Peace; but didſt ſuffer his Sox and 
We co 07 to undertake and finiſh the pious 
alk £/orious Work. Let thy divine Provi- 
ce ever guard and protect that ſacred 
ce ſet a- part for thy Worſhip; and eſ- 
Cially the pure and reformed Church eſta- 
Whed in theſe Nations whereunto we belong. 
n upon every Miniſter and Congregation 
Whbfully and devoutly given to ſerve thee, the 
1 Wptinual Dew of thy Blefling. Have reſpect 
'I the Prayers we have this Day offered in 


- N un, continued and ended in thee. 

Let thine Eyes be open towards thy Houſe 

and Night, even the Place where thou 

Wt {aid thy Name ſhall be there, and hear 

43 F in Heaven thy Dwelling-place, and when 

Du hearaſt forgive. 

3; thy Judgments ſhall be in the Earth, and 

ſuffer for our Sins, and ſhall turn unto 

7 * , and pray to thee in thy Church, then 
| TJ our Prayer and Confeſſion, and forgive 


Vins. 
If 


I Kings viii. 


holy Temple, and proſper all our Works, 
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If the Land want Rain, or thou ſhould 
pleaſed, for the Iniquity of thy People, to ſen 
Plague or Famine, or if we go out © Wy 
againſt our Enemies, and in any of theſe Da. 

gers and Troubles ſpread forth our Hands 
thy Mercy-ſeat in the ſacred Houſe of Pri, 
do thou hear us, O Lord, and maintain ay 
Cauſe. , 
Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, for h 
Light of thy glorious Goſpel. And gran 
that we may live in ſuch Obedience to i: 
Precepts that it may our Guide unto ti: 
Way of Peace. Be with us, O Lord, x 
with our Forefathers, nor ever leave us, nt 
forſake thy People whom thou haſt . 
deemed with thy precious Blood. Tho 
the World is arrived to a monſtrous Heioi TT 
of Wickedneſs and Impiety ; remove nt: 
the bright Candleſtick of thy Goſpel fron 
us, nor let the Things which belong to or 
Peace be hid from our Eyes. Let the Mar 
ners of Men he reformed, by giving then 
Grace to rule themſelves after thy "Wark | ö 
which, in this State of Error and Perplexiy, 
18 a Guide to our Feet and a Light uv 
| thy Paths. Grant, O Lord, that the Wort? $ 0 
Wh wherewith we have made Supplication b. 
fore thee may be nigh unto thee Day ad F 
"i Night. Bleſs our Sovereign Lord Ng g 
George, and maintain his Cauſe, and bY 
Cauſe of his People, as the Exigency “ 2 
Affairs may at any Time require; and fo = 
which they thall eme themiclves 17 = 
190 1 
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ouſe of Prayer, Let Seriouſneſs and true 
Piety be obſerved in thy divine Service, and 
et us be found perfect before thee, walking 
Farefully and circumſpettly, that our Nation 
ay be exalted, that the Voice of Foy and 
iealtb may be in all our Dwellings, and all 
he Earth know that thou art the Lord, and 
Where is none beſides thee. 

And finally we beſeech thee of thy Good- 
peſs, O Lord, to comfort and ſuccour all 
FMoſe whoſe Abſence from thy Church has 
Peen occaſioned by Sickneſs and Infirmity. 
nd if it be thy good Pleaſure to reftore 

Mem to their former Health, grant that 

hey may double their Diligence and ſhew 
eir Gratitude and Senſe of thy Mercy in 

eng afterwards found, like the healed Man 

t /ethe/da in thy holy Temple: Accept our 

—AWncrceſſion for thoſe who have not prayed for 

emſelves, whoſe Feet have turned from thy 

imonies, O Lord forgive them, and turn 

Heir Hearts, that no Soul may be loſt for 

Whom thy bleſſed Son endured the Pain of 

e Croſs, but that uniting in thy Faith and 

ear, we may all 4ecome one Fold under 

i RP great Shepherd Feſus Chriſt our bleſſed 

rd and Saviour, Amen. 
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vens and all the Powers therein; and who, 


bim and Serapaim doſt allo permit thy 
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Prayer fon Sunday Evening. 


Hol Lord and God of Sabbath, to 1 
whom all Angels cry aloud, the Hei: * 


= 


with the Services and Adoration of Cheri . ® 


Creatures in this lower Orb, to offer up their 
Prayers and Praiſes unto thee. 

Be intreated to accept of our Thanks as 
Acknowledgments of thy great Goodneſs, in 
the ſpiritual Bleſſings and Favours this Day 
conferred upon us; thou haſt fed us, O Lord 
with thy good Things, and never ſendeſt th 
faithful Servants empty away from thy Houl: 
and Sanctuary; Like the Dove to the 4 
at the Abatement of the Waters, the Chr: 
flian Soul returns home with the Olive Brant 
of thy Goſpel- Peace and Reconciliation ; 0 
let us adore thy unſpeakable Goodneſs, d 
magnify thy Name together; let not our ys Wi 
cloſe in Sleep, nor our Eye-lids take thr 
wonted Reft, till we have ſhewed our Sent 8 
of thy Mercy and Compaſſion, and added 
our p ivate to the publick Praiſes of ] 
Name, in the great Congregation. = 

We muſt confeſs, O Lord, that or 2 
beſt Services are imperfect, and that ma ue: 
Things have been wanting to render the D- 
ty of this Day, an Offering fit for Heaven mn. 
The World has interfered with its uſu! 
Temptations and Interruptions, and our call = 
ling Spirits have been retarded by the * » 

.. x 


*— w 
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&: of the Fleſh; but, O gracious Lord, 
ere is Mercy and Allowance with thee; 
ou haſt not the Aufterity alledged by 
e wicked Servant, in Excuſe of his 
och and Inactivity, nor doſt thou expect 
P r:ap, but in Proportion to thy Sowzng. 
et then our Prayers and Services mper fer? 
& they have been, go up for a Memorial be- 
re the?, and in thy own good Time call us 
chou didſt Cornelius, to a greater Partici- 
tion of thy Grace. | 
Lord, now /etteſt thou thy Servants de- 
r. to their Beds, thoſe Emblems of the 
Brave, i; Peace, our Ears having heard thy 
eat Salvation. Though it is not given us, 
"With good old Simeon, to take thy Son in our 
ns, grant we may receive him in our 
Warts, that he may dwell there by Faith, 
Id in all the Sorrows, both ſpiritual and 
FEE poral of this mortal Life, manifeſt him- 
undo us with all his redeeming Love and 
vour. In his prevailing Name we humbl 
lor thy Protection this Night, the Re- 
ment of an undiſturbed Reſt and Re- 
ee, that we may awake to the Duties of 
er worldly Calling and Profeſſion, and ſerve 
geen the uſeful Offices of that Society, which 
es haſt formed for the general Good and 
* elfare of thy Creatures, | 
And do thou grant, O Lord, that i the 
ch nd Religion we profeſs, we may ex- 
e ourſelves fo as to preſerve a Conſcience 
; and unaccuſing, that in communing with 
1 F 2 — Gur 
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sur own Hearts, no fecret Faults nor Upbraid. 
ings may diſturb the Tranquility of or 
Minds, nor drive us, for Diver/icn of oy 
Thoughts, from the Plealures of Retirement 
Give us that Innocence of Behaviour, wit 
regard to Man, and that Senſe and Pradtir 
of the Duty we owe thee, our great Creatg 
and Redeemer, that we may now lie diu 
in Peace and take our Reſt, with the Comfort 
and Perſuaſion, that thou Lord will make u | 
_ dwell in Safety. 9 
And finally, O Lord, as thou haſt pr: 
pared a Place of Reſt and Repoſe for, 
Souls in thy bliſsful Regions, prepare n 
Souls for the Place; Prepare them in Hol 
neſs, and prepare them in Deſire and Affe. 
ton, that we may keep our great and lit 
Sabbath with thee, and with the glas 
Company of Apoſtles, the goodly Felm 8 
ſhip of the Prophets, and the Noble Arm i | 
— praiſe and worſhip thee to all Et 2 
With theſe Prayers and T hankſeiving f 5 

we. handy cloſe this holy and glorious D1 
of our Lord, the Day which he has made, ul * 
wherein we rejoice, beſeeching thee to gra ny 
the ſeveral Petitions we have offered, W 4 
ſhall ſeem to thee molt expedient for us, ir Þ ; 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, in whole excl. 
lent Form of Prayer we conclude ten * 
ſaying; Our "A. &c. = 


PRIVATE DEVOTICNS. 101 


The CONCUSION. 


O God's gracious Mercy and Preſerva- 
| tion we commut ourſelves this Night. 
FT he Lord bleſs us and keep us, and give us 
is Grace and Peace, both now and for ever- 
ore. Amen. | 


| 'S Prayer for Monday Morning, againſt S'sthp 
and Idleneſs, both Temporal and Spiritual, 


Mos Gracious and Omnipotent Crea- 
1 tor of the World, whole very Ef 
ce is Activity, and whole watchtul Pro- 
Wicence never /lumbereth nor fleepeth. We 
knowledge thy Goodnels Þ protecting 
chis Night, and after the Tpiritual Du- 
ess of thy holy Sabbath, enabling us to be- 
In the weekly Offices of our Temporal 
Hallings and Profeſſions. We magnify and 
Wore that infinite Wiſdom, which hath 
ade nothing to be idle, but that every 
ing in Nature ſhould finiſh its Courſe by a 
ind of Labour and Motion. Give us Grace 
comply with ſuch thy wiſe Order of Crea- 
n, that we may not be ſlothful in the ne- 
RIS ary Buſineſs of Life, nor indulge our- 
n, es in a Vice which depreſſes and corruprs 
Mind, and is juſtly ſtiled in thy holy 
cord, e Root of all Evil. 
rant, O Lord, that the buſy and provi- 
n may not reproach the human Na- 
xt F 3 (ure, 
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ture, nor the Fowl of the Air which take 
her Flight for the Food thou ordereſt, be: 
Satyr upon the rational, and ſuperior Part c 
thy Creation; but teach us, O Lord, to cn. 
ider their Ways and be wiſe. Thou hat 
made the Soul of Man an active Being, 
and without Employment to exerciſe its E. 
culties may 3% itſelf in Works of Ei] 
but by Labour and Induſtry, Sin ſo offenſut 
to thee, may be prevented; and it is no Mi. 
fortune to be deprived the Leiſure and 0. 
portunity of purſuing vain and ſinful Pl 
{ures. „„ 

As thy Mercy, O Lord, is over all th © 
Norge, fo in the Wars and Troubles d 
David's Life, thou didſt graciouſly prefers 
him from thoſe Sins which ea/ily beſet him, D 
and to which he unhappily gave himſelf n 
a leſs incumber'd and careful Situation. 
Whilſt Solomon his Son was piouſly employ 
ed in his ſacred Building, he was without 
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thoſe Crimes, which in {oft Eaſe and Inaci- 
vity ſtained his Character, and offended tht 
his merciful Friend and Benefactor. 11 
State of Innocence and Felicity thou didt 11 
wiſely order to be a State of Employme, ml 
and the firſt Man was to dreſs and keep it 
Garden, which gave him his Delight and i 
 tisfaftion. Every one was to labour more nt 
lels in the Yine-yard to whom thy blei- 
Son's Parable diſtributes the Penny. = 

From theſe Confiderations give us, O Lot = 
Grace to obey thy Divine Will, to _—_ W | 

5 
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; the wiſe Ends of Creation, and purſue the 
Jutward Means of thy Providence for our 
upport and Maintainance. Grant, O Lord, 
that we may employ all our Time and Op- 
Portunities to thy Glory, the Good of others 
Ind to our own Comfort and Happineſs. 
0 rant, that without bufily intermedling in 
e Affairs of others, except to ſerve and al- 
t them, we may ſtudy to be quiet and ts do our 
un Buſineſs. Direct our Endeavours,O Lord, 
D the beſt Ends, and moſt ſuitable Means, 
Pat our Enterpriſes may be attended with | 
«Ky Favour and Bleſſing, which alone can 
Pauke them proſperous and ſuccesful. 

And for as much as thou haſt ordered us 


0 to Work out our Salvation and to make 
Pr greater Calling and Election ſure; enable 
by thy divine Aſſiſtance, to perform with 
piligence our ſpiritual Duties. Teach us to 
nſider the Worth of our immortal Souls, 
e Pains and Sufferings of our Bleſſed Lord 
„ redeem them, and the Shortneſs of our 
time to perform their weighty and mo- 


i: Wcntous Concerns, O Lord, we are ſoon to 
uonch into Eternity, and whatſoever our Hand 
288-44 to do, ſtrengthen us to accompliſh in 
ee our Days, for there is no Work nor De- 
ein the Grave wwhither we are going. 
„ Let thy reſtraining Grace keep us in the 
& hs of Piety and Virtue, and prevent the 
ee Squandrings and Waſte of Time, which 
our laſt Moments will add to the Pains 
4 F 4 and 
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204 PRIVATE DevoTtons. 
Agonies of Diſſolution, and make us unk 
and unprepared for our Great Account. 

Grant that we may lo live and act in this 
World, that our F/ozks may follow us with 
Comfort into another; and through the Me. 
tits and Satisfaction of our dear Redeemer, 
be rewarded with eternal Joy and Felicity 
O let us not fold cur Hands to Sleep, nor (ill 
into any ſpiritual Lethargy and Slumber, bit 
endue us with the Grace of thy divine and 
_ co-operating Spirit, that we may be activ: 
2nd zealous in all the holy Offices of thy Re- 
ligion. Let us not be more diligent in our 
Labour fer the Meat that peribeth, the tran- 
ſitory Riches and Honours of this World, 
than for thy celeſtial and incorruptible Tres 
jure, for which. ſo. many Apoſtles and Mar- 
tyrs have endured their Maſter's Croſs, not 
deſpiſing his Shame, and have now received 
tne Reward of their Labours. 

We bleſs thee, O Lord, for the mary 


Days, Weeks, and Years thou haſt givenu, 
and wherein thou haſt not been extream o 


mark what we have done amiſs, we have 
continually omitted our Duty, nor haſt thou 


taken advantage of thoſe deliberate — 


habitual. Sins which we have been guilty wo 
in the ſeveral Periods of our idle unfruitful 
and wicked Lives. Grant that we may bring 
forth the Fruits meet for Repentance ad 


be doubly diligent in thy Service for tit | x 


future, In all our Works begun, contin 2 
al 
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and ended in thee, grant, O Lord, that we 


ay make thee our Alpha and Omega, our 


End and our Deſign, till from glorifying thee 
In Earth, by much Patience, by Humility, 
Heavenly Mindedneſs and all other Chriſtian 

Virtues and Graces, we may be tranſlated to 
Athy heavenly Kingdom, and ſing never ceaſing 
Halleluja's, to thee, O Father, Son and Holy 
=D hoſt, to whom be aſcrib'd all Worſhip and 


Praiſe now and for-ever. Amen. 


2 [next repeat the Lords Prayer. | 
Our Father, &c. 


Vf ſhort Paraphraſe on the Petitions in that ex- 


cellent Form of Prayer. 


FAM God and Father of 


Mankind who haſt been pleas'd to 


A opt us into the Number of thy Children 
Waking us Coheirs, with thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
his heavenly Kingdom, grant that we may 


ways reverence and hallow thy great Name, 


r break thy ſolemn Command in any vain 
prophane Uſage thereof. 

he pleas'd ro accompliſh the Number of 
ine Ele# and to haſten thy Kingdom, and 
ing us, O Lord, under the Dominion of 


Wy Grace here, that we fail not of thy 


ingdom of Glory hereafter. Grant that 
may chearfully perform thy Will here, as 
Wt: bleſſed Spirits do above; and be graciouſly 
esd to /ypply us with thoſe {piritual and 


- 


mporal Neceſſaries which may help and 
„ further 
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further us in thy Duty and Service. Pardon 


O Lord our Sins, as we ſincerely and heartily 


forgive thoſe who have wrong'd and injur! 


us, nor ſuffer us to be oppreſſive and crue|, 
ior the few Pence of our poor Brethren, let 
our own great Debt be demanded of uz 
And to preſerve us from falling again into 
the Tranſgreſſions which we have former! 


of our Nature, and guard and deliver us from 
all Temptations and Allurements to Evil: 
Preſerve us from the Dangers and Diſaſter 
of this mortal Life, and make us know th, 
our only trueGod to be the ſupremeSovercigr 
of Heaven and Earth, to whom be all Glory, 
Power and Dominion for ever more. Ai. 


4 Prayer and Intercęſion fer Monday Noon © 
any Time of the Day. 


and Preſerver of Man, who art 440 
to be intreated, and haſt commanded us to 
pray for ourſelves and others even our ve!) 
&nemies, be pleas'd to extend thy Merc} 
to the whole Race of Mankind, who itt! 


lighten, O Lord with thy Goſpel knowledge 
the dark Corners of Earth and bring tt 


Poor Heathen and Barbarian into thy Sons 
Way of Peace, and which as yet they have i 


__ 
5 £ au Oh 
7 "S&T 
1 
2 


&nown. . Convert, O Lord, to the ſavig 
Faith of the Goſpel, all Jews, Infidels and = 
ER 


committed, remember O Lord, the Frailticy 


() Tnov merciful and gracious Creatit * 


ſtand in Need of or deſire our Prayers. Er 


4 
it 
* 


ad forbiddeſt, but have Pleaſure in thoſe that 
hem. As great and wiſe Men muſt die 
well as the 72norant and foolifh, teach them 
to number their Days as to apply their 
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ereticks, and ſuffer them not to continue 


: n their Errors or Perverſeneſs to their ever- 


ſting Miſery and Perdition. Be gracious 


*Xo the Souls that wander from the Truth, and 
unite us all in that holy Religion, which will 


ew eus the Path of Life, and carry us from 


This Abode of Sin and Trouble to thy Pre- 
ſence where there is Fulneſs of Jay, and to thy 
Fi2ht Hand where there are Pleaſures for ever- 


V. ore. 


Preſerve and keep in the Faith, the Mem- 


Perg of thy holy Church, make them fedfaſt 


and immoveable and not like Children toſs'd to 
und fro, with every Wind of Defirime by thoſe 


ho lie in ait to deceive. Do thou, O bleſ- 


ſed Lord, relieve the Neceſſities of the Di- 
ſtreſſed both ſpiritual and temporal, and let 


not the Troubles of Mind or Body fink 


and overwhelm them, but keep their Hes 


From Tears and their Feet from falling. 


Put a Stop, O Lord, to the Corruption 
nd Depravity of the Age, and turn the 


1 carts and reform the Manners of thoſe who 
oi on do the Things which thou abhorreſt 


* 


ears unto Wiſdem, not to hide their great 


| 


3 Talents, nor abuſe them, but improve them to 
hy Glory, their own Benefit and the Edifi- 
anon of their Brethren. 7 

= | Bleſs and preſerve, O Lord, thoſe whom 


chou 


| 
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thou haſt placed over us in the Government of 


this C urch and Nation, and in particular thy 
Servant our Sovereign Lord King George: My 
it Pleaſe thee, O Lord, to keep him in Health 
and Proſperity, and in the Love and Affections 
of all his People; to rule his Heart in thy Faith 
and Fear, putting his Truſt and Confidence 
in thee and ever ſeeking thy Honour and Glory, 
Go out with his Fleets and Armies in War 
and in thy own good Time give him and his 
Kingdoms the Bleſſing of Peace; Let the 


Welfare and Liberty of the People commit | 


ted to his Charge be his Care and Study, 
and after a long and happy Poſſeſſion of his 
earthly Diadem, grant him thy incorruptible 
Crown of Glory. 1 5 

And to perpetuate to us ſuch Bleſſing 
and Protection, accept our Prayers for 


his Family and Royal Deſcendants ,. par- 


Frederik 


ticularly their Royal Highneſſes 
df Wales, 


Prince of Wales; the Princeſs 


the Duke, the Princeſſes, the Iſſue of the 
Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and all that 
bear any royal Relation to them. Bleſs our 


Clergy from the higheſt to the loweſt, Arch- 
Biſhops, and Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons: 
let their Lives as well as Doctrines, recom- 


mend them to the Reſpe& and Honour of 


Mankind, and let them by Example as well 

as Precept move us to Piety and Virtue. | 
O Lord, grant that thy holy Religion 

may never be ridiculed and blaſphemed by the 


zrivare Vices and Immoralities of thoſe wie Wl 
| . preaen 
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peach to others. Let no inordinate Love nor 
Deſire of Riches and Grandeur be ever ſeen in 
the Miniſters of that bleſſed Jeſus, who was 
humble and /owly in Heart, and let us learn 
from them to ſeek firſt his Kingdom, and the 

ERigbteouſneſs thereof. Give us all Submiſſion 
and Obedience to our Rulers and Governors in 
Church and State; that no Clamours nor Divi- 


ions, Factions nor unbounded Licentiouſneſs 
may diſturb the Peace and Welfare thereof. 
> We beg a Bleſling, O Lord, upon our na- 
zral Parents, from whom, under thee, we re- 
ceived our Life; and in the weak and feeble 
State of Childhood have been the Inſtruments 
pf thy Providence to help and nouriſh us. 
Teach us to Bonour, obey, and aſſiſt them in 
all their Circumſtances and Neceſſities. Give us 
HPratitude to all our Friends that we may love 
and forgive our Enemies, avercoming with Good 
every Evil deſigned or commited againſt us. 
Mherever their Perſons are, let thy divine 
Providence and Grace be evermore the De- 
feence of all tboſe whom thySon died to redeem, 
hat committing their Ways and their Wills un- 
thee, thou mayeſt grant them their Hearts 
Peſire, and not deny them the Requeſt of their 
Lips, nor the Lips of their Friends for them. 
Encreaſe our Hope and Dependance upon 
Pee; pardon all our Offences ; aſſiſt us againſt 
T emptations and evilDevices of the World, 
d crown all our honeſt Labours and Enter- 
Fires with ſuch Succeſs as may be moſt ex- 
dient * proper for us. Granting us all in 
1 4 | this 


ö 
| 
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World Knowledge of thy Truth, . in the 
World to come, Life everlaſting, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


trad Ejaculations and Meditations for 
Monday Evening. 
GOD the Creator of Day and Night, 
who, by the continual Interchange of 
Times and Scaſons putteſt us in mind of our 
tranſitory State and Condition in this mortal 
Abode ; aſſiſt us with thy Holy Spirit to ſet 
about the Affairs of Eternity, and to d 
while it is called To-day, that when the laf 
and great Nizht of Diſſolution cometh, and 
we ſhall be ſummoned to thy awful T Tiby 
nal, we may be of the Number of tho 
good and faithful Servants, who ſhall cn 
into the Zoy of their Lord, that bleſſed .. 
viour and Lover of Souls, who hath ordercl = 
us when we pray to ſay, 
Our Fatber, Cc. 
EF ACUOEATIONS. 
ORD thou haſt been our Refuge from 
one Generation to another. 2 

A thouſand Years in thy Sight are but 3 
Yeſterday, ſeeing that is paſt as a Watch n 
the Night. 

As foon as thou ſcattereſt them, they are 
over as a Sleep, and fade away ſuddenly as 
the Graſs, 

In the Morning it is green and growet! Wl 
up, in the Evening it is cut down, dried | 43 
up and withered. ” 

Onur Souls do magnify the Lord, and ou 
Spirits rejoice in God, our Saviour. Tor ol 
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For he hath regarded the low Eſtate of his 
| Servants. 
His Mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all Generations. 
Ile hath filled the Hungry with good 
Things, and remembring his Mercy, hath 
© holpen his Servant Hyrael, as he promiſed our 
Forefathers Abraham and his Seed for ever. 
At an Hour when we are not aware the 
75 0 Son of Man cometh. 
43 1 Watch and pray that ye enter not into 
1 


= Bleſſed is the Servant, whom his Lord, 
4 vhen he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 

4 Let my Prayer be ſet forth in thy Sight as 

f the Incenſe, and the Lifting up of my Hands 

aas an Evening-Sacrifice. 

0 4 Man licth down and riſeth not till the 

4 Ukkavens be no more, they ſhall not wake 


nor be raiſed out of their Sleep. 

Ibe Lord hath granted his Loving-kind- 
Frels in the Day-time, and in the Night-Seaſon 

Wali will I ſing of him, and make my Prayer 

unto the God of my Life. 

by I = Glory be, &c. 

_ AS il Was, &c. 


Meditations for the Evening. 


; A S the Day is given us by God, how ought 
3 oe to end it with Praiſe and Thankſ- 
eng to his adorable Providence for the 
_ Mercies we have received from him. 
1 Ho-] 
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How ought we before we lie down 1 
Reſt to pray tor a Continuance of his divine 
Favour and Protection. 

In the midſt of Life, we are in Death, 
and every Day brings us nearer to our End; 
to that long Night, when we ſhall riſe no 
more, till Chriſt's awakening Trumpet ſum- 
mons us to Judgment. . 

How unwiſe, how abſurd is it to let thoſe 
Things captivate our Attention, and engroſs 
all our Thoughts and Wiſhes, which, as ſure 
as we Put off the Cloaths we have worn in 


the Day, we muſt part with at the Night of 


Death, and know not who ſhall poſſeſs and 
enjoy them. 

It becomes us to call ourſelves to a ſtrict 
Account how we have ſpent the Day, what 
Duties we have omitted, what Sins com- 
mitted, to be impartial with ourſelves; the 
Frequency whereof will beget a Love of 
Virtue and Deteſtation of Vice; for the cue 
will bring its pleaſing Reflections, and the . 
ther Horror and Remorſe : Beſides, cleanſ- 
ing the Mind from the Weight of Sin will 
make us {lecp eafier, lie down in Peace and 
take our Reſt, having offered him the Sacri— 
fice of a broken Spirit and a contrite Heart, and 
done what we are able to obey the Lord, who 
maketh us to dwell in Safety. To /ccp in 
Quiet is to be at Peace with God, and our 
own Conſciences, and in Love and Charity 
with our Neighzours, 
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Prayer for Monday Evening. 


FN BressED and powerful Lord God, the | 
() Fountain of Lite and Being, to whom | 
all Creatures naturally move as to their great | 
Centre, and upon whom the Eyes of all Wait | 
for Support and Maintenance: Be mercitul- | 
ly propitious to the Prayers of thy humble 
7 Servants, now going to take that Reff from 


* 


2 6 
— py —— — — 
. 


z | 
1 | 
our daily Labours, tor which thou haſt kind- | 
= ly caſt the dark Veil of Night over the Works | 
"2X of Nature. Protect us, O Lord, in that | 
== Sca'on of gloomy Silence and Danger, from 
= thoſe who, after the Example and by the 
Inſtigation of their wicked Maſter, go about 
XX ſeeking whom they may devour. 
O Lord, we have been unworthy of thy 
=X paſt Care and Bleſſing, and have repeated 
== thole Sins and Tranſgreſſions, which from a 
== 9p:rit willing to obey and pleaſe thee, we 
= promiſed to forſake, but from the Weak- 
% and Corruption of Flef have not beea 
able to perform: How then can we dare to 


„ 2 A * pay =_ 
0 8 


2 „ 


cx 


ate or expect to receive any further, Mercy x 
but thy Treaſury of Love and Compaſſion is 
ZE ncexhauſtible,and thy Power infinite; Be pleaſed 
then to accept the Sacrifices of our Broken 


2 „ 2 


5 11 and contrite Hearts, and be again merciful to 
chy Servants, who ſeeing what a gracious God 


; 'Y we haveſinn'd and rebelled againſt, abhor our- 
. elves and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. 

Wel are the Sheep of thy Paſture, O 
I | Look. 


N 
1 
4 1 
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Lord, and though we have erred and tray; 
5 from thy Ways like loſt Sheep, yet hear j Mi 
| help us, O thou Shepherd of Iſrael; ſhew thy. 

ſelf alſo thou that #zteſt upon the Cherubim. 
Hide not ſelf from our Petitions, nor te 2 


angry with thy People that pray; but through Y 
| the Satisfaction of that precious Blood which 5 
| was ſhed upon the Crols, pardon our mati 


told Provocations ; for the Sake of thy onl 
begotten Son, the Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father that died to take away the Sins & - 
the World, have Mercy upon us and rectitt 
our Prayer. 

Impute not unto us, O Lord, any formt 
Sin; and when thou art pleaſed to takes 
hence, to change the Emblem into Neal, 
and overſhadow us with thy final Night and W 
Darkneſs of Death, take us to thy Mercy 
in Heaven. Till our appointed Time comes, 
bleſs and protect us, and by a ſweet and 
comfortable Repoſe, fit and enable us t0 | 
gloriſy thee in performing the neceſſary * 


Works of our Calling, and anſwering all te : 


„** „ E „ yo rc I 20h A En 


wife Ends and Purpoſes for which thou gave 
us Lite and Exiſtence.. | . = 


The _ higheſt Perfection and Happiness ol 
our Nature, are the near Approaches Which 
thou permitteſt us to make unto thee o 
ſupream and only Good; and to approach tit pn 
acceptably, and apply ourſelves with Hop*® 
of Succeſs, is to come with Hearts full 0 
Faith and Love of thee, and the * 1 
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3 
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is to keep thy Commandmtnts, Endue us then 
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Hit and Expreſſion of ſuch Faith and Love 


with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to give 


thoſe Inſtances for the future of our Belief 
and Affe ion; that we may turn from the 
Wickedneſs we have committed, and do that 


eobich is lawful and right. 


And as we direct our Addreſſes to thee 


for more, let us not omit our unfeign'dThanks 
and Praiſe for the paſt Mercies of this Day, 
and eſpecially for reſiſting thoſe Temptations 


We 
* 
F 


which might have added to the ſhameful 


5 


Number of this Day's Tranſgreſſions. Give 


— CT I k ren Ds 
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"2 — 
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Sus, O Lord, an Increaſe of ſuch thy Grace 


with the Days of our Lives, that by Degrees 


Evil may have any Force upon us. 


= We humbly pray for thy Bleſſing upon 
thoſe who ſtand in any Relation to us, whe- 
ther natural Friends and Parents, or the whole 


Ilcuſbold of Faith, to which we belong; and 


To 3 


Jet us all ſleep under the Defence of thee 


Moaſt High, and abide under the Shadow of th 

Almigbiy; through Feſus Chriſt our Lord and 
Saviour, in whoſe Words we ſum up our 
imperfect Prayers. 


Our Father, &c. Amen. 


De CONCLUSION. 


E 5 | HE. Bleſſing of God Almighty, the 
1 Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
ec with us this Night and for ever more. 


A 


vo worldly Enticement nor Temptation to 


— 
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A Prayer for Tueſday Morning. 


L MIGHTY God, the great Creator and 
ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
accept this our Tribute of Praiſe tor all thy 
Mercies; for giving us Life, and Breath, 
with all Things neceſſary for our bodily Sup- 
port; for preſerving us from all Accidents 
this Night, for giving us a refreſhing Sleep, 
and for enlightening our Eyes that we ſhould 
not fleep in Death. But above all, we deſire, 
O Lord, from the inmoſt Receſſes of our 
Souls, to praiſe and adore thy amazing Good- 
neſs, that thou haſt begotten us unto a liv 
Hope, by the Death and Reſurrection of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and haſt given us a Revela- 
tion of thoſe good Tidings of Joy, for our 
great Comfort and Direction. 
Thou haſt been gracioully pleaſed not 
to leave us in Darkneſs and in the SH 


of Death, but afforded us a ſafe Guide into 


the Way of Peace, and given us frequent 
Opportunities to think of and practice ot 
Duty; For theſe inconceivable Favours, tor 


thy exceeding great and precious Promiſcs, 4 
not with our Lips only, but with our whole : 


Hearts, will we give Thanks unto thee ; thy 
Praiſe ſhall ever be in our Mouths ; we will 
be glad and rejoice in thee, yea, our So. 
will we make of thy Name, O thou Mat 
Higheſt. Grant, O Lord, that we may ſhe 

” 


Pſalm xxxiv. 
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4 grateful Senſe of thoſe infinite Advan- 
tages and be zaught by ſuch thy divine 
Grace and Mercy, to deny all Ungodlineſs and 


worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godly, in this prefent World. 
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gardleſs of thy Goſpel Precepts ; from hence- 
forth we will reſolve to live to thee, and bid 
Adieu to all ſinful Pleaſures, behaving as thoſe 
Z who have been redeemed by the precious 
Blood of Chrift. But of ourſelves we are not 
able to do any Thing as of ourſelves ; we 
= are nothing and can do nothing to pleaſe thee 
O ſtrengthen us by the Grace of thy Holy 
Spirit in the inner Man, that we may ſubdue 
our evil and corrupt Inclinations, and go on 
== chearfully and without Interruption in the 
difficult and narrow Path of Virtue and Reli- 
gion. | 
Thou haſt commanded us to deny our ſelves, 
to renounce the Pomps and Vanities of this 


. 1 : £ 
L a TS: 62 (7 V9" DN 
5 Fr 


| © frful World; gird us with thy Strength in 


our Day of Battle with corrupt Nature, arm 
us with thy Grace to reſiſt Temptations, 
3 that we may obey thy Will and Command- 
ments. We know, O Lord, that it is good 
for us to hold us faſt by thee, and that to 
Put our Truft in the living God is our only 
Happineſs: O convince us more and more 
of this ſaving Truth, and grant that thro? 
hy Grace it may produce the Fruits of good 
giving, to the Honour and Praiſe of thy 
Name. 
8 Preſerve 


We have lived too long to ourſelves, re- 
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Preſerve us this Day, O Lord, in n I c 
going out and our coming in, and let thy il 
Bleſſing accompany us in all our Proceeding WW 
and Enterpriſes : And may the awful Coni- 8 
deration of the great and terrible Day of te 
Lord, when God ſhall judge the Secrets of FF 
all Men, by Feſus Chriſt ; ſo influence all 
our Thoughts, Words and Actions, that ve 
may be found worthy to ſtand before the Son if s 
Man, and receive the great Reward, which he Þ 
ſhall beſtow on thoſe that diligently obey hin, Kt 
And may we, O Lord, by the erik _— 
Thoughts of the great Bleſſings laid up * 
them that love and fear thy Name, /et ur 
Afﬀettions on Things above, and not on Thins = 
on the Earth, and be induced to bear with 
Patience and Reſignation all thoſe Croſſs, 
Diſappointments and Misfortunes which ar FE” 1 
more or lets the inſeparable Companions o Wt 
this preſent miſerable Life; O teach us to r-- 
member always that we are in thy Hand, 
and to rejoice that we are ſo; knowing that 8, 
" theſe Aflictions, which are but for a Ms 
ment, are not to be compared to the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed, that they work tot: 
ther for Good to them that love God, and tht = 
afterwards we ſhall drink of thy Pleaſures a "i 
© out of the River. BF 
Thou knowelt beſt our Condition, our De. 
fires and our Wants, thou knoweſt in what 
State of Soul we are, and whether the 47% Wi 
or ſweet Draughts of thy Providence, are mol: WA 
needful for us. O do thou, Inexhauſtiv* Wl 
| Feuntall | == 
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5 1 WF ountain of Love and Wiſdom, deal with 
us as thou ſhalt judge proper, and do unte 


N us according to thy Word. Grant that in 


all our Sufferings, we may not fin, nor 
FIcharge thee fooliſhly, but in every Diſpenſa- 


tion of thy Providence, whether adverſe or 


N 1 his we beg for Jeſus Chriſs his Sake, our 
> pleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


1 Barn lation for the Morning. 


A WAKE thou that ſleepeſt and riſe from 
1 the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
Light. 
3:8 My Soul flieth unto the Lord, before the 
Morning- watch; I ſay, before the Morning- 
E@vatch. 
EX Have ] not remembred thee in my Bed, 
and thought upon thee when I was waking. 
=_ 0 Lord thou haſt ſearched me out and 
| "2 known me, thou knoweſt my Down-ſfitting 
End mine Up- riſing, thou underſtandeſt mY 


We long dene 


b (hither ſhall I go from thy Preſence, 
1 If I climb up into Heaven thou art there, 


go down to Hell thou art there alſo. 

- If I take the Wings of the Morning and 

* main in the utmoſt Parrs of the Sea. 

* xen there ſhall thine Hand find me, and 
* right Hand ſhall hold me up. 
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proſperous, be ftill and know that it is God. 


Whither ſhall I go then from thy Spirit, or 
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If I ſay, peradventure the Darkneſs (xj 
cover me, then ſhall my Night be turned ts 
Day. | M 
O God, my Heart is ready, my Heart i 
ready, I will ſing and give Praiſe with the 
beſt Member that I have. : | 


Another Morning Prayer. 


G OD, thou glorious and all-ſufficien # 
Being, rich in Mercy, and wonderful n BF 
aby Doings towards the Children of Men, iu 
didſt bang the World upon nothing, bearing uy 
the Pillars thereof with thine infinite Powe 
and Providence, by whoſe Almighty T 
all the things which we behold and enjoy . 
were formed into Being, and immediatcl! 8 
ordered to fend out their ſeveral Ules 20 
Virtues ; whoſe Goodneſs and Obedience u 
thy Laws of Creation, have been perceive WK. 
and proclaimed by thee, and whoſe Will ai Wi. 
Commands poor miſerable Man has alone dil: 
_ obeyed and tranſgreſſed: Give us an awd a. 
Senſe of thy dread Majeſty, and a Fear 0 
offending bat Power which can immediate.) 
cruſh and deſtroy what it has rais'd and bt 
up from ſo low and mean an Original. . 
Where were the proud Sons of Du, = i 
when thou didſs lay the Foundation 0 
the Earth? Let them declare if they ht 
Underſtanding ? Where were the bold a Wy 
arrogant Reaſoners and Scepticks who wil 1 
the ſoort Line of a human and finite Cn | 
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would fathom infinite, when the morning Stars 


v, 


1 ang together, and the Sons of God ſhouted for 
h? Have they commanded the Morning 
Vence their Days, and cauſed the Day-ſpring 
o know his Place? * O let us with humble 
FRevcrence and Meekreſs of Wiſdom admire 
nd Ciſcern thy amazing Power and Good- 
ret, by the Word of whole Mouth Light was 
Jorderedl and immediately broke out, making 
PE! Nature chearful with its bright Influence 
Z nd Radiency. Teach us to walk as Chil- 
ren e, Light, free from thoſe Spots and Soils 
2 ich it is the uſeful Property of Light to 
F Tool | 
Oden thou our Lips, O Lord, to make our 
bankful Acknowledgments for thy Protec- 
oon this Night, for the gracious Return of 
hy Sun to riſe upon us; and let our Mouths 
forth thy Praiſe, and be telling of thy. 
rc from Day to Day. Turn our Eyes and 
or Hearts, to the bleſſed and glorious Day- 
no cn high, which hath vi/red bis 
eie with redeeming Power, enlightening 
air Minds and directing and guiding them 
cverlaſting Light and Peace. Let that 
dar eriſe in our Hearts which may 
JB icken and enliven our drooping Spirits, 
lift us from the Night and Grave of Sin 
F< [2norance, to walk in the Light of thy 
L 4 poralizing Goſpel. 5 
0 may thy gracious and active Provi- 
ae guard and ſecure us this Day, and do 
=_ 8 thou 


Job xxxviii. 7, 12. 
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thou, O God, ſan#ify us throughout, Uu Mb 
our Souls and Bodies may be preſerved lame A 
Unto the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſ,, thy * 
Son, our Saviour and Mediator. Amen. . 

Our Father, & c. Y 


The CONCLUSION. 


IHE Peace of God which paſſeth al 
Underſtanding, keep our Hearts aud 
Minds in the Knowledge and Love of God, 
and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


e 
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A Prayer for Meekneſs of Spirit for Tully | F 
| Noon, or at any Time of the Day. E 


"IR by. 
PU f 
22 — 4 


Hol and ever gracious God, W 

art flow to Anger and of great Rind . 
whoſe bleſſed Son was led like a Lamb t t 
Slaughter, and amongſt whoſe Goſpel-Beat: BY 
tudes the Meek are pronounced bleſſed wii i 
a Promiſe that they ſhall inherit the Earth, 
give us all this Chriſtian Frame and Diſpol- Fl 
tion of Mind, in a World where Offences i 
come, and where every Day produces fre, 
Provocations to Heat and Paſſion. As it 7 
a Temper very pleaſant and comfortable v x 
ourſelves, ſo it is moſt agreeable to tiy d 


vine Nature, who art the Author and Liu 2 2 


t 
o 


„/ Peace and Concord. = 1 

Me are taught by thy holy Word that i a 

meek and quiet Spirit is to thee of great Pia 
| | | : Hm 


1 thine infinite Mercy grant that all Chriſtians, 
® how different ſoever their Opinions are, may 
ay aſide all uncharitable Paſſions and 
Prejudices, and that if any Brother be 
rertalen in Fault, we may obey the 
Injunctions of thy holy Apoſtle, and reſtore 
3 106 a gene in the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering 
Gor ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted. Give us 
Pace to follow Peace with all Men, and that 
Pot making our own Faſe and Pleaſure 
Jour only Study, we may endeavour ji; ft 
J o pleaſe tice our God, and Zhen let it be 
I our Concern to pleaſe and not to vex and 
Fidurd others. 
et us not triumph Fo rejoice in a 
Neighbour's Downfal, but perform any Of- 
ice in our Power of Chriſtian Love and 
om Fe towards him. Give us a Spirit 


r our Brethren ; that we may all live to- 
1 cher in a ſtedfaſt and urſmoveable Faith 
Love of thee, and in Unity and brother ly 


t iy | 15 5 4 


eu 5 U thy holy Inſtructions, and ſerving and 


Fake thee in this W orld, we, and all 

'y whole Church, may ling everlaſting Songs 
Praiſe and Glory to thee, in the World 
> come, through Jeſus Chriſt our he and 
per blefſed Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 
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and that Fury is not in thee, O Lord. Of 


et Charity not to judge raſbly, and let us en- 
FP -<vour to rectify the Miſtakes and Errors 


Y e one to another: That from obeying 


| 
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A Prayer and Contrition, for Tueſday Evening, 


+ bo ORD the great and mighty Gul, WM 
infinite in Power and terrible in th FY 
Judgments, who cannot look on Iniquit to 
with any Favour or Countenance; how {all i 
we lift up our Eyes to thee, who are nothing 
but Corruption and Imperiection? O Lor, 
we have /inmed and None wickedly, againſt the 
Light of our own Reaſon. the Remonſtrances 5 
Gf Conſcience, and the plain Precepts and D. 
rections of thy holy Goſpel. Who can ſtan 
before thine Indignation, and who can abide 8 
the Fiercenets of thine Anger? What {hall un 
we lay unto thee, O 7hou Odjer ver of Nen? 
Shouldeſt thou deal with us after our 
Sins, and reward us according to our in- 
quities, we mult be loſt and undone for cv. 
But enter not into Judgment with thy Sr 
rants, O Lord, for in thy Sight ſhall ud Mat 
J ving be jujtified. 

Thou art a gracious God, of /:ng Hafer 
77g, thy Mercy e endurethb fer ever and all 
Compaſh ons fail not. Thou knoweft cube. if 1 

de are made, nor are our Frailties and l: 932 

ities hid from thee. O thou Father « WW 
Hexcies and Lover of org turn not tjo 
Pace from us, nor ca thy Servants 0" ME i 
D e Let the interceſſion of . : 
eloded Son in whom thou art el ple 1 
revail in our behalf, and for the Sake d 


„bat he has done and ſuffered for us, jor 
l 
© 


„ 5 
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give our paſt Sins and Follies, which arc 
more than we can number and greater then 
ve can bear. Give us, we beſeech thee, a 
& dcep Contrition for having offended thee our 
Creator and Redeemer, in whom we live, 
move, and have our Being at preſent; and 
9 upon whoſe Mercy alone we depend for e- 
= vcrlaſting Life; that * ſecond Death may 
have no Power over WM. 
oO that our Eves were Fountains of Tears. 
that we might weep Day and Night for our 
Lin and Ingratitude: Work in us, O Lord, 
chat godly Sorrow, which leads to Repentance 
unte Salvation, and as thou art graciouſly 
BS plcai:d to add Days to our Lives, fo do thou 
ES continually add Repentance to our Days; that 
dcelfeſting our former Ingratitude, and loathing 
1 1 our Abominations, we may return, with ail 
- WY incerity, to che Jord our God, and obtain 
verfect Remiſſion and Forgivenets, with Power 
„ 5c) in Time of Need: Though we are weak 
„woc thou art frog ; O perfect thy Strength 
our Veakneſs, for in thee only is our Truſt. 
=_— © zricious God, who haſt promiſed to 
ere hy Holy Spirit to them that aſt it, 
Ve bumbly, and from the very Bottom of 
gor souls, befeech thee to vouchſafe us his 
benign Influence to purify our corrupt Na- 
durce, to ſtrengthen our Weakneſs, to com- 
1 fort us in Troubles, to ſupport us in Dil- 
Caragements, to ſuccour us in Temprations, - 
1 and to aſſiſt us in all the Parts of our Duty; 
cat ve may ever hereafter live in thy Fear 
- G 3 and 
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and in conſtant, ſincere and univerſal Obe- 
dience to all thy righteous Laws. Give us, 
O Lord, that victorious Faith whereby 
we may overcome the World, that we may go 
on with a ſatisfied triumphant Spirit from 
Imperfection to Strength, from Acts to 
Habits, and from Habits to Confirmation of 
Grace. * | 

Let us never fall 0 a careleſs and uncon- 
cerned State of Mind, into Coldneſs and 
Indifference towards the Duties of Religion; 
but grant, O Lord, that we may bear conti- 
nualiy in our Hearts the Value of the Prize that 
is ſet before us, and that all our Pains, all our 
induſtry, and all our Might, are abſo)utely 
neceſſary to make us Partakers, by thy Grace, 
ot that inconceivable, excellent and eternal = 
Ll-fling. Accept, O God oy all Comforts, 
oi our unfeigned Thanks fo#thy Mercits 7 
received every Day, nay, every Moment of 
our Lives; for our Preſervation this Day, 
trom thoſe Calamities to which our frail 
Bodies are liable, and from thoſe Puniſh- lp 
ments which our Sins have deſerved. It ve 
have eſcaped any Sin, it was through the WY 
Reftriction of thy Grace, if we have avoid WR 
any Danger it was thy Hand directed us. WR 
What ſhall we render unto thee tor thin 
ineſtimable Love ? Grant that the Senle of 
thy Goodneſs may have ſuch an Influence 
over us, that we may ſhew forth thy Prai: Wl 
not only with our Lips but in our Lives, b il 
He 
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giving up ourſelves to thy Service, and by walk 
ing before thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
= the Days of our Lives. 
O thou Shepherd of Iirael, who never 
= fumbereſt nor fleepeſt, whole providence 
watches thy People for good, continue thy favours 
to us this Night, take us under thy divine 
Care, keep us from all Evil and Miſchief 
and make Night uſeful to us, not only in 
© affording us moderate Reſt and Refreſhment, 
but as an Image of Death, in making us 
reflect on that Seaſon when we ſhall lie down 
in the Duſt , that we may be always ready 
as Servants waiting for their Lord. Far- 
don the Imperfections of theſe our Pray- 
gets, forgive the Deadneſs and Dulneſs 
FX of our Affections, the wandring of our 
EF Thoughts, and the Diſtraction of our Minds. 
& How little are we ſenſible of the great and 
valuable Liberty we enjoy, who are poor 
Duſt and Afes, to make our Addreſſes 
to the ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe 
and Lord of Heaven and Earth? With 
what Indifference do we aſk the Things with- 
out which we muſt be eternally miſerable ? 
0 grant us our Petitions, not according to 
our Merits, not according to our faint way 
ol aſking, but according to our Wants and 
i | the Riches of thy Mercy; And grant that 
dheſe Infirmities which accompany us here 
below may cauſe us to look the more earneſt- 
s. after that pure, that free and bleſſed State, 
here, with fix'd and ſteady Affections, with 
. j 684 ardent 
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ardent Love and intire Devotion, we ll 
ever praiſe, worſhip and glorify thee. 0 
bring us, in thy own good Time, to that 
glorious Place, through the Meritz of our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
A Prayer for Wedneſday Morning. 


For Conver/ion, and Grace to enter into à nn 


Courſe of Life. 


Hicn and tranſcendent Majeſty of 

Heaven, .almighty and mercitul God, 
wao by thy Prophet haſt commanded the Sin 
ner to forſake his Ways, and the unrightecs 
Mam his Thoughts, with a gracious Promiſe, 
that thou wilt abundantly Pardon: Behold 
with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion thy 
finful Servants, moſt humbly deſiring thy 
divine Grace, to aſſiſt their Endeavours and 
Reſolution of Amendment. O Lord the 
Work is great, for Nature is corrupt and un- 
happily bias'd to Evil: Temptations are con- 
tinually beſetting us, and the weak Citadel of 
Fleſh is very unable to withſtand and hold 
out againſt their powerful Aſſaults. But, 0 
Father, and God of all Might, whole 
Grace is ſufficient for us, give us not over 
to our unruly Wills and Pafſions, nor | 
our ſpiritual and greatelt Enemy prevail a 
gainſt us. 


Teach us to rule ourſelves after that Wl 


Word, which in the Mazes and ! Perplext 


ties, the Snares and Decoys of this vain and 
deluſive 


n 


We 
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delufive World, will be a Lanthora unto 
gur Feet, and a Light unto our Paths. We 
fear, O Lord, and tremble at that Sentence 
pronounced againſt an evil Work, and which 
thou art mercifully pleaſcd not to execite 


2 /peedily, waiting for the Repentance and Re- 


turn of Sinners: Enable us to embrace the 
gracious Opportunity, and to procure frora 
thy Mercy-Seat, a Reverſal of that Sertent e, 
by complying with thy Terms of Pardon 
and Salvation. | 
O Lord, cleanſe our Hands and purify our 
Hearts, and give us that Wiſdom, whoſe 
Hays are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and ail whoſt 
Paths are Peace. Take from us that carnal 
Mindedneſs, the Wages whereot, as the Apo- 


ſtle proclaims of Sin in general, is Death, 


and give us that ſpiritual Frame and Diſpo- 
lition of Soul, which the ſame holy Perſon 
affures us is Life and Peace. Lead us, O 
Lord, into that Goſpel-Tract, where old 


Dings paſs away, and all Things become new : 
Live us Paſſions, Deſires and Affections fei- 
1 FIiUalized and diveſted of all groſs and carnal 
XX ::2redients, | 


Let Grief and Anxiety for worldly Loſ- 


1 ics and Diſappointments be changed into 
ed S$5rrow for Sin, into a holy Grief and. 


Conccrn for the juſt Occaſion of thy Wrath 


and Diſpleaſure. Let our immoderate Joy at 


oily Succeſs, the triumphant Extalies of 


; _ Mind in any Flood of Proſperity, be ex- 
Wy <22g<d into a more refined and ſpiritual 


G 5 Satisfaction. 
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Satisfaction. Let us praiſe and adore thy boun- 
teous Providence, for the good Things of 
Life, lug them as not abufing them; but 
let no extravagant Mirth, nor ſinful Exceſs 
and Luxurics proceed from thy providential 
Favour and Bleſſing ; and let that Smile which 
is becoming to the Face of Proſperity, be 
diſtinguiſhed from that loud and 7mnmoderate 
Leughter which diſtorts the Featurcs. 

Let our Thanks and Acknowledgment of 
thy Goodneſs, immediately follow any Suc- 
ceſs; and let us adore that Hand of a merci. 
ful Providence, which has lifted us out of any 
Precipice of Sorrow, and led us from a barren 

| Wilderneſs to a fruitful Canaan. But let the 
| Satisfactions of our Mind chiefly ariſe from 
| the Foy which thy Goſpel /ezs before us, and 
i! from the Knowledge it gives us of C Hriſt and 
i him crucified. Let us go on our Way like 
| 


2 
Age 


the Eunuch rejoicing, that we who dcuterve 
nothing but thy heavy Judgments, are in- 
cluded in his redeeming Grace, and let that 
holy Scripture be imprinted in our Minds 
that the Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drini, 
but Love, and Joy, and Peace in the Hiy 
C. | _ 
Let, O Lord, the low and common Pal- 
ſion of Fear be removed from our Minds, 
and let the Fear of Man, vp is a Wor, ol 
the World which thou haſt hung upon nothing, 
whoſe Portions are directed by thy Provi- 8 
dence, and all whoſe Arrows are limited and 
commiſſioned by thy Power: Let fuch a * ; 
c 
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be changed into that of thee only, which at 
the ſame time that it dreads thy Juſtice, will 
be tempered and alleviated, with a Senſe and 
Perſuaſion of thy great Mercy and Forbear- 
ance. i 

Let our Hope of worldly Fortune and Ad- 
vancement be ſpiritualized and exchanged in- 
to that Hope, which in every Storm and 
Tempeſt of this boiſterous Sea of Lite, is an 
Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt , 
into that Hope which maketh not aſhamed ; 


and which, like thy Peace, this World cannot 


give nor take away : The* Lord is my Por- 
tion, ſaith my Soul, therefore will I hope in 
him. Do thou, O divine Author and Gi- 


ver of Grace, from whom every good and 


perfect Gift cometh, remove from our Hearts 


thoſe Habits, Deſires, and Affections which 


are earthly and ſenſual ; and to make us 
truly good make us by Faith to be trul 
Chriſtians, to He e Creatures in Chriſt Je- 
fas, perfetting Holineſs in the Fear of God; 
and the End of which Faith is the Salvation 
of our Souls. 

Thele are the Things, O Lord, which we 
principally implore at thy Hands; and as thou 
halt been pleaſed to promiſe, that all Things 
necefſary tor our bodily Subſiſtence thall be 
added to the Man that has fo regulated his 
Paſſions, Thoughts and Affections; be in- 
ticated to afford us the Conveniencies, and 


M hat 


* Lamentations SR. ni. 
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what thou thinkeſt proper of the Comforts 
of Life. Bleſs our Undertakings this Pa 
and as in the Pardon of our Sins and Grac 
to reform, ſo alſo, be mercitul unto us in 
granting thoſe Requeſts} and Supplicaticns which 
with Thankſgiving for thy Preſervation this 
Night, we humbly beg leave to make bH⁰,E½v 
unto thine infinite Goodneſs. Continue to 
us the Bleſſing of bodily Health, and of Sc- 
renity of Mind, that we may perform the 
Offices of our reſpective Places and Stations 
with Induſtry and Prudence, with Faithful. 
nels and Sobriety, with Skill and Succeſs. 
Bleſs our Friends and Parents, and all that 
are related to us by natural Aﬀinity. [ere 
mention the particular Friends.] To make them 
happy, give them, O Lord, thy heavenly 
Wiſdom; a Knowledge and Practice of 
their Duty to thee their God, to ther 
Neighbours and themielves; never to rob bee 
of thy Honour, Glory and Service, nor 
their Neighbours of that Reſpect and brc- 
therly Kindneſs, which is due to them, nor 
themfelves of the peaceable Reflections and 
Comforts of a good Conſcience, 
Accept alſo our Prayers, O Lord, for al 
the Sons and Danghters of Afiifion and 
grant that in the little Difference of world- 


ly Fortune and Circumſtances, we may 


reflect and conſider that we have all one 
Father, and that one God hath made and 
created us. According to our Abilities, 


give 
＋ Phil. 6; 
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give us Hearts, O Lord, to ſuccour and 
=leye all ſuch poor Brethren in Chriſt, 

who in this tranſitory Life, are in Trou- 
_ Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or any other 

erſity. 

3 8 this Land in the Protection, Welfare 
and Peace, of our King, his Royal Family, 
and all Governors and "Rulers acting under 
his Authority, in Church and State. We beſeech 
EZ thee, O Lord, to have Mercy upon all Men, to 


riſhment, and that in due Time we may enjoy 
1 * hem. Bleſs and forgive our Enemies, and 

aun their Hearts; and in the mean Time 

N teach us to bear all their Injuries with Pati- 
ace, and to ſuppreſs all Deſires of Re— 
verge, or Reſentment. Grant to us all 
ſuch Amendment and Newneſs of Life, 
that conducting ourlelves in thy Fear, we 
2 may die in Peace, and meet in that bleſſed 


Lcd, who for cur Safvation was ovedient un- 
5 = Death, even the Death of the Croſs: To Him 
ich thee, O God the Father of Heaven, and 
Bd the Holy Ghoſt, bleſſed and glorious Tri- 
Sr, three Perſons and one Gid, be all Ho- 
ur, Worſhip and Praile, from this Time 
orch and for evermore. Amen. 


Ancther 


1 bleſs the Fruits of the Earth to ourUle and Nou- 


| Ig which was the Purchaſe of his precious | 


— — won Ser Se GOD 
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„ wen A Wot” / 


Another Prayer for Reformation of Mains, 
to be uſed by great Sinners, in a Sorrow fir 
their Offences, and Defire to reform; tan 
from the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Lu? 
XV. : 7 

GOD the loving and kind Father cf 

Men, who delighteſt in the Conver. 

ſion, and wouldſt not the Death of Simm, 

but that they ſhould turn to thee and live; 

Be merciful to our Souls, in ſhewing to us, 

who are in the fatal Error of Sin, the Light 

of thy Goſpel-Truth and Purity, that ve 
may reform according to its Precepts, ad 

by turning from the Practices, be delivete , 

from the ſhameful and miſerable Conſequence, 4X 

of Evil. | | 2 
O Lord and indulgent Father, we hae? 

finned againſt Heaven and before thee, and“ 

are no more worthy to be called thy Sons, bit Re 
from the Clemency of thy divine Nature and RY 

Diſpoſition, we are encouraged to hope, tit BY 

at what Time ſoever a Prodigal ſees his Et I 

and repents, thou wilt favour and increae Bm 

the kindling Sparks of Virtue and Reform- 

tion: That thou wilt not remember the r.. 

digal in the pleaſing Sight of the Convert, al BY 

wilt ſhew before the Face of Men and Ang, Br 
thy Regard to Penitence and Conve 

O give us, Lord, the Wiſdom and Grace '0 i 

conſider, that there is more Encouragemii Wn 

to repent, than Temptation to Sin. We eu 
into the Path of the Wicked with Tre" 


ling 
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= ting and Horror, and the original Shame 
and Confuſion of Guilt ſtill remain with Sin- 
'$ ners. AS corrupt 48 Nature 18, thou art 
plwvkẽaſed, O Lord, to let her give us frequent 
Hints and Memento's of the Excellence of 
Virtue : The Face naturally reddens at the 
Mind's Conviction of Guilt, even when the 
World is flattering us with an Opinion of our- 
® ſelves. 

* The Hand of the Robber trembles at the 
receiving his unjuſt Acquiſitions; and there 
is no Sinner but may put this cutting Queſti- 
on of thy holy Apoſtle to himſelf; What 
© Iruit had ye then in thoſe Things whereof ye 
"RFarenow aſhamed ? O give us, thou holy Lord 


nn alN,; 2 9 5 2 
5 a Age: eee R436; 
3 i 
* 


„God and Fountain of Wiſdom, the Love of 


EZ Picty and Virtue, and if involved in wicked 
e Courſes, the Grace to return, and a Sight to 
i ERZdiſcern the Pleaſure and happy Conſequence 
vt © Mot Repentance and Amendment. How differ- 
gently does the Sinner, the unthinking Prodi- 
gel appear in his Scenes of Lewaneſs and 
PDebauchery, and in his Dawn of Grace? 


EX! the Lights of Vice and Immorality are arti- 
„ cial, falle, and deceitful Mirrors; but the 
nne, Righteouſneſs ſhines with a clear and 
teady Light. O comfort us with his Beams, 


". lealures, not as the World diſguiſes their, 
ut as they really are in themſelves. = 

0 Lord, lead us by thy Holy Spirit into 
e Ways of Religion and Virtue, and let us 


Iniquity 


end give us a Sight of Vanities and ſinful 


5 refer the State of the Prodigal, riſing from 


4 — renee bee co a>——d oo ner Re ec. 
rr — m ³Ü w ͤ éZͤ Ü_⏑ͥK xg—— 9 0 A I 
* 8 r — ; 
. - | 
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8 —— - p 


in his reflecting and penitential Moments: 


rable. The Pleaſures of this World are 1 
x. 
5 


r — ũvl . 6 2 — 
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and Sorrow, and going to his offended Father, 
to all his former Gaieties and glittering Enjoy WR 
ments. No Man was left to give unto Pin, Is E 
his Tracio! Us Father' s paternal Love and Affec- 
nan, eden his Vices had not extinguiſhed; 


He ſhewed ſome Tokens upon him for 2 


He encouraged the Dawning of Grace in his? 
Soul, and When he was yet a great Woy ff 
met and embraced him. * 

Thou, O Lord, art the &imd and forgiv- 
ing Parent, fieured in that n/trufive Po. 


not Food for the Soul, but thy fazted Caf 
is ready for the returning Sinner, thy goud 
Things to ſatisfy his ſpiritual Hunger ; thy 
Ring, that Emblem of Golpel-Peace and Re- 
conciliation is beſtowed on the Convert, and 


a 9 2 1 by ded * * 2 * 8 3 
* * * —— 
oF : Sx 5 by fe I I 5.8 7 5 5 I EI; 
oY * 4 9 p * b, l 92 
= oF 3 * MATE: en . 
W 


thy Shoes, intimating the holy Precepts and 
Injunctions of thy Religion will enable us 
to tread for the Fr uture, ſafely and jure) WR | 
in the Paths of Piety and Virtue, till ve : 
come to the happy End of our Journey, 0 Mt 
the high Palace of our God. F 
How near a Reſemblance does the Sinner 'F 
in this Goſpel bear to the looſe Prodigats mn © 
theſe our Days? Let it, O Lord, inſtruct ! 
us in Righteouſneſs, and make us by Com : 
verſion wiſe unto Salvation. We have wan 
ron:y waſted the Favours of thy kind ro, l 
dence; we have given into the Pos * ad r 
Vanities of this ſinful World, into the L. Wn 


ries and Pride of Life; we have Pampfte 


thele 
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| L | theſe mortal Bodies, theſe Tenenents of Clay, 
and ſuffered our Souls, their noble and ſpiri- 
tual Inbalitauts, to be naked and deſtitute. 
We have followed the vi ious Modes and Fa- 
"3 ions of a corrupt and degenerate Age, and 
7 ſwerved from our Duty to thee in a weak and 
EZ wicked Conformity to the World; in the 
: hurrying Pleaſures of this Life we has given 
2 ourſelves little or no Time for thy Worſhip 
and Service, and have need of thy Correc- 
tions to bring us to a Senſe of our Duty. 
We ſee, O Lord, our Folly, and are a- 
Hamed; we know the Power of thy Wrath, 
and fear; but we ſee thy Love towards us in 
Chrift, and therefore we hope. O Lord, for- 
Jake us not 4tterlſy, but call us home to thy 
Flock who have wandered from thy Paths, 


* 4 
, 
S EE EE ea, tan, 
> 


- and give us thy Holy Spirit to repent and 
{ amend, that we periſh not, Let us no 
« WE more leave the ſubſtantial Food of thy 


is {4 Goſpel, to feed on the empty Huſ“s of ſin- 
fal and momentary Pleaſures, the Food 
ie and Entertainment of thoſe who wallow in 
Vice and Impurity. Let us add another Foy 

Wy to thy Heaven and holy Angels, by our Re- 


* ee and Reformation, and be comforted 
un vith the Refreſhment which thy bleſſed Son 
ic: 


E has promiſed to the /Yeary and Hea uy laden, 
that obey his affectionate Call and Invitation. 
Accept, O Lord, of theſe our earneſt and 


o bow and proſtrate ourſelves, we may ind 
I Grace 


* mble Supplications for Me ! nd grant 
dat at thy Throne of Grace, before which we 


138 PRIVATE DevoTrIoNns. 


Grace to help in this our Time of Danger, in 
our great need of Converſion and Amendment. 
Look in Pity, O Lord, and Compaſſion upon z WM 
World lying in Wickedneſs, and let us all ſet 
our Hands to a general Reformation, to the 
exalting of our Nation, by every one begin- 
ning to reform from his particular Vice aged 
Taiguity. Let thy ſanctifying Spirit, O Lord, 
{o diffule its enlightning Influences into everx * 
Corner of this ſinful World, that High and | # 
Low, Rich and Poor may turn from their 
Sins and be ſaved. = © 
| Let the Love of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt cor 
firain us to Piety and Devotion, and lead f 
us to Repentance, that having been dead in?, 
Trepaſſes and Sins, we may be alive again, and ; 


from loft Sheep be found, and joined again to 


the Chriſtian Fold. Grant this, we beſeeck! | 
thee, O gracious Father, through the lame BY, 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 4 


Meditations and Acts of Faith and Adoraiiai 
for Wedneiday Evening. 


LET us magnify the Name of the Lord 
together, and meditate on his Loving: 


Kindnels to the Children of Men. 


They 
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IE They that truſt in the Lord ſhall be even as 
the Mount Sion which may not be removed, 
but ſtandeth faſt for ever. 
= As Sleep is pleaſant to the wearied La- 
bourer, ſo is Death to the Man in Miſery 
and Sorrow. 

A quiet and unaccuſing Conſcience in this 

World lays us down on our Beds in Peace, 

and the Righteous, have Hope in their 

Deatb. 

O let us remember thee on our Beds, and 

think upon thee when we are waking. 

We ſ will lift up our Eyes unto the Hills, 

from whence cometh our Help. 

Ne will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved. 
And he that keepeth thee will not ſleep. 
The Lord himſelf is thy Keeper, the Lord 
is thy Defence upon thy right Hand. 

EZ The Sun ſhall not burn thee by Day, nei- 

ther the Moon by Night. 

The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all Evil, 

Vea, it is even he that ſhall keep thy 
Foul. 

1 With long Life will J ſatisfy thee, and 
ſuhew thee my Salvation. | 
As long as we live, we will magnify thee 
in this manner, and lift up our Hands unto 

4 IE © Name, O thou moſt Higheſt. 

Alſſiſt us mercifully, O Lord, in our Sup- 
plications and Prayers, and diſpoſe the Ways 
E of thy Servants towards the Attainment of 
We <vcrlaſting Salvation. | 


. 8 
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Who will harm us, it we be Followers 
of that which is good? 

Let us turn unto the Lord, and make ng 
long tarrying, and not put it off from Day 
to Pay. 

As the riſing Sun haſtens to its Decline, 
ſo Youth proceed ſwiftly to the Evening of 
Age and Death. 

'Exhort one another daily while it is called 
to-day, for there is a Night coming wherein 
no Man can work. . | 

Teach us, O Lord, to redem our Time, 
and let us improve from tne Analogy of Slecy } 
and Death. 

Let us go to our Bed as the faithful Chil 


tian to his Grave, in hope of riſing in tue 


Morning to a new Life of Grace and Amend- 


ment, as = he other doth to his Bed of Dark- BY 


neſs in Hopes, through Chriſt, of a joyiul BY 
Reſurrection to Glory and Immortality. i 2 

As Irregularity and Intemperance make 
us reſtleſs and uneaf y in Our Sleep, or as 
any Oppreſiion upon the Mind ditturbs that 
Iweet Repaſe 2nd 7 ranguiiity of Nature ; oa * 
WIC 00 Lite, and repeaggd Tranſgreſſions of 
G: 2004'S Commands bin fer the Reſt of the 

Soul after its Separation from the Body, caul- 
ing that Horror and Remorſe, that feartul, 
becaule certain, Expectation of everlaſting Fu- 
niſhment, at its Re- union with its former ſit- 
ful Companion, which are aptly called the 
ſhocking Dreams of Death. 


What 
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What Chriſt ſaid unto his own Diſciples, he 
5 ſaid unto all, Watch. | 
EY Bleſſed and holy is he that has a Part inthe 
EE firſt Reſurrect ion; over him the ſecond Death 

* hath no Power. | | 
= Clory be to the Father, &c 
As it was in the Beginning, &c. 


A Prayer for Wedneſday Evening. 


| GOD the Father of Lights, and Crea- 
1 tor of Darkneſs, whole Sun knoweth 


bis going down, whilſt Man, for whole Uſe 
and Benefit he riſes and enlightens the Earth, 
FX dilobeyeth thy Will and Commandment, and 
. © o/erveth not the Time which ſhould be de- 
voted to thy Duty and Service. The Ap- 
& proach of Night and Obſcurity, when every 
hing but Wickednels is in a profound Silence 
and Inactivity, ſhould turn our Thoughts to 
e thee, O Lord, the Protector of Cities, without 
5 MY whole watchful Care and Preſervabion, all 
Guards and carthly Securities are vain and im- 
a potent; Regard our humble Supplications 
of and Prayers, and lighten our Darkneſs that we 
i Jeep not in Death. 
. Thou haſt added the Light of thy Coun- 
„ tcnance to zbat of the Day; And bleſſed be 
v- WY © Name, O thou moſt High, for the Good- 
n. % thou haſt ſhewed us in the Land of the 
Ling; for bringing us ſafe hitherto through 
WT © many Diſaſters and Misfortunes we are 
tubject to, and by thy moſt gracicus and 
ready 


Hat 
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ready Help, defending us in the many 
Changes and Chances of this mortal Life, t 
take again our appointed Reſt and Refreſh. 
ment. Do thou continue, O Lord, to be 
our Guard and Guide through this Val: cf Mt: 
Miſery and Tears, till we arrive at that holy 
Hill where thine Honour duwelleth and thy 
Saints and Servants ſhall enjoy their everlaſt- FE 
ing Reſt. | Make us to recollect and obſerve 


the Conditions preſcribed in thy holy Gof- FM. 
pel, in order to aſcend that glorious Height, | 


and enjoy that ſweet and uninterrupted Re- 
pole and Felicity. : 
ive us Grace to lead an uncorrupt Life, 
and perform the Duties without which we 
ſhall come ſhort of the Reſt which remaineth 
for the People of God. It is the Buſineſs and 
Work of this Day of Life, to prepare for 
the Cloſe thereof and our final Reſt with thee, 
O Lord God of Sabbath; Grant that we 
may remember the Days of Darkneſs which 
ſhall be many, and let every Night be 4 
Memento to us of the long Night of Death, 
when our gext awaking will be to Faudgment. 
O plant in our Minds ſuch juſt and 
lively Ideas of that greet Day, and of the 
ftrift and ſolemn Account which we mult 
all make at thy awful Tribunal, as may 
cauſe an Examination into our Actions, 
and Fitneſs to appear before thee. O whit 
ſhould we ſay? or how anſwer thy Demands 


of an Account of our me, if we were nevef 
10 
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to awale more till the tremendous Sound of thy 
W Trumpet ſhall ſummon us to Judgment. 
We know not, O Lord, the Time of 
WS ſich thy ſecond and final Viſitation, and the 
ZE Hour of thy Coming is a Secret locked with- 
in the Breaſt of thine infinite Wiſdom. O let 
it not overtake us in the midſt of our Sins, 
and in an unprepared State of Soul, but let 
our Loins be girded about, and our Lamps 
burning to meet the Bridegroom when ever he 
& cometh! Let us not idle away the precious 
Moments thou haſt given us to prepare our- 
ſelves, nor let us have Oil zo get F, when our 

EZ Attendance is required | 
O Lord how have we ſpent our Days that 
are paſt? and how little, if; any, Progreſs have 
; ve made in the great Work of Salvation? 
ro whom have we moſt devoted ourſelves ? 
to thee, or the World? And whether are 


+ 
BO 

3 

* 
5 


* {our temporal Accounts with Men or with Jy 
Ve K 


Eb: our God, the beſt adjuſted? We are as 


. careful as we can to be even with the World, wn 
\ Ware fearful of being in Debt and Arrears to 
h, | 


our earthly Correſpondents; but how do the 


ess ftand between God and our Souls, and | 
nd hen weighed in / juſt Ballance, how great | 
che Danger, how juſt the Fear of being = 
5 ound wanting? | 
We may diſguiſe our Circumſtances and 
Fur Principles from Men, but thou, O Lord, | 
Wor cheſt the Heart and the Reins: No fine | 
Wratory will prevail at thy great Bar of Ju- |" 
| 


T Matth. xxv. 
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without Fear, when the irrevocable Ur 
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ſtice, nor will any Flouriſhes of Rhetoric cler Wſ 


the Guilty; our ſecret Faults will be there 


open and manifeſt, and our own Conſcience; Wk 


be Witneſſes againſt us, Give us, O Lord 


© Rs 
4 4 
N 
8 „ 
U 8 


the Wiſdom to conſider our latter Eud, and Mp 


which we ſhall find to bear a near Reſem. 
blance to the firſt Period or Beginning theredf 


when naked as we came into, we ſhall go out of i 
this World, and carry nothing cwway with 11 YG 
of all thoſe Things which inconſiderate Van Bp 
ſo often riſques his Soul and Salvation 0 


acquire. 

Thou, O Lord, addeſt Days to our Day, 
and we in return add Sins to Sins, To the 
belong Mercy and forgiveneſs, to us Share an 
Confuſion. Be pleated to accept the Co 
fron of our Wickedneſs, and the 89775 lor 


our Sins. Out of the Deep our Souls cy unto 


thee, O hear us and have Mercy upon us. l 
the Blood of the Croſs waſh us thoroughly ſri 
eur Wickedneſs, and in that troubled Yoo! 
cleanſe us from cur Sins. Look, O Lord, 
at the Merits and Satisfaction of thy det 
Son, and for the Sake of that ſpotleſs Lamb 
be reconciled to thy offending Creatures 
and reſtore us to thy Grace and Favour. 
Bleſs us with the Comfort and Commu— 
nion of thy ſanctifying Spirit, that we ma 
go to our Graves, as we mult to our Beds 


der 


let the cloſe of each Day put us upon think- 7 
ing of that laſt and great Period of our Time, bY 


EPs 


bes =o 
"2 
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Order of our Diſſolution ſhall be given. 
Grant, O Lord, that during our preſent 
Schoarnment, we may, in all Things reſign 
1 15 E ourſelves to thy Will and Pleaſure ; ; that all 
J our Sufferings may end with this Lit. and 
that the Sleep of Death may be ſucceeded by 
ES a joyful Reſurrection to Glory and Immorta- 
Wlicy: Till which Seaſon of our happy Re- 
FElaſe, let us Jo vp for Courage and Sup- 
port to the great Author and Finiſher of 
ur Faith, the Son of thy Love, Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, in whoſe Name and Words we 
= conclude, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c, 


iE great God of Peace, which raiſed 
5 E from the Dead our Lord Fefus Chrift, 


take us all into his holy and divine Protéc- 


tion. The Lord ſtrengthen our Faith, and 
5 Wn pe Hope in him. The Lord watch over 
1 © 


ind keep us from all Evil of Body and 
Mind; and from Death, which is overta- 
ing us all, raiſe us to everlaſting Felicity 
Y bo whom be Glory, Praile and Dominion 


cal b: all Eternity. Amen. 
6 | 
b- / 
res, 1 General J. e and Prayer for 


Thuriday Mornings 


WW Creitor, and the 8 of the 
end and all Things therein, whoſe Name 
. 1 | only 


} ORD of allPower and Might, the great 


the ſinful People of this Land, and from 
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whilſt ſo many Scoffers, and ſuch Variet) | f 
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only is excellent in all the World. Accept the 
Praiſes of our Mouths, and the unfeigned Wi 
Thanks of our Hearts, for thy manitol4 
Bleſſings and Mercies daily and hourly 
conterred upon us. Thou ſendeſt the Ri- 
vers through various Channels, and in | 
wonderful Turnings and Windings, for the | 
Ule and Benefit of the Inhabitants of the 
Earth; and by the ſecret Weorkings and 
Diſpenſations of thy good Providence, . 
derejt every Thing for good to them tate 
and fear thy Name. z 

How many Mercies haſt thou ſhewed to | 


w; 
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how many Enemies and Dangers haſt thu Þ* 
reſcued and delivered us? How great, Þ 
Q Lord, is thy Love and Affection to us n 
the Continuance of thy Goſpel amongſt us BR 


of Sects and Opinions, ſo unhappily - 
bound? Who can return the Thanks cu Wt 
to thy divine Goodneſs for the Protection 4 
of thy holy, pure, and apoſtolick Church Was 
eſtabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms; and Which, 
reformed from Idolatry and Superltition 
from all irrational and dangerous Doc 
trines, calls us to the Obedienceof Faith and 
Truth, as it is in Chriſt Feſus. | 
We thank thee, O Lord, for the mal 
Souls brought by the Influence of thy Ho 
Spirit from their Prejudices, to the 6 


Ordinances and Inſtitutions of thy G 
| | 4 


S 


* 22 es IE — — — 
7 Le, Ea 


PRIVATE DEvVOT IONS. 147 


and for thy adding daily unto her ſuch as 
all be ſaved. Continue us, O Lord, in 
her holy Communion, that we may perſevere 
in the Truth, and ſquare our Lives accord- 
ing to her ſaving Doctrines and Injunctions. 
FX Grant, that we may be ftedfaſt and im- 
"XZ moveable in her Principles and Prac- 
tices, and abound more and more in the 
Wort of the Lord, taking heed that we fall 
not into Schiſm or dangerous Miſtakes, by 
the artful Deluſions of wicked and deſigning 
Men. Preſerve us from the Temptations 
OFF and enticing Words of our ſpiritual Ene- 
1 FS mics, and grant, that all, who profeſs and 
uv TS call themſelves Chriſtians may keep in the Way 
b of Truth, holding the Faith in Unity of Spirit, 
nin the Bond of Peace and in Righteouſneſs of 
Life. 
We bleſs thee, O Lord, for the Welfare 
and Preſervation of thy Vice-gerent, and 
Defender of the Faith here on Earth, our 
Sovereign Lord King George; be intreated, 
0 Lord, and heavenly Father, by whom 
Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice, to 
continue thy gracious Protection of him, to 
re bim Victory over his Enemies in any Wars 
Ii Tumults, and to cover his Head in the Day 
battle. We bleſs thee, for the happy 
oſpect of our future Safety and Defence, 
nd the Continuance of our valuable Rights 
Wc Liberties, in the many Branches of his 
baſtrious Houſe, particularly in their Royal 
envrssks FREDERICK, PRINCE or WALES, 
þ. H 2 the 
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the Princeſs of Wales, the Duke the Prin- 
ceſſes, the Tſſue of the Prince and Princeſs of 
Wales, with all the Roy Al. Family, when 
we beſeech thee, O Lord, to bleſs and 
preſerve. . 91 
We praiſe thee, for all thy Goodneſs and F* 
Loving-kindneſs to us and to all Men, | 
for the ſafe Guidance of thy gracious and 
good Providence in all our Journies and 
Undertakings, bringing us home in Life, 
and Health, to our Dwellings and Fami- 
lies. We thank thee, O Lord, for the Co- 
rections and Chaſtiſements of thy Pater 
Love and Affection, and for the little Pro- 
portion they have born to the Puniſhment 
we have deſerved. Grant that we may im- 
prove all thy paſt Judgments and Mer- 
cies, to the gracious End for which thc 
were ſent, to the Amendment of our Lives Þ* 
and Salvation of our precious and immortal BE 
Souls. | T | 
We acknowledge it thy Goodneſs, 0 
Lord, that, though we are Sinners, and 
come far ſhort of that Righteouſneſs which 
thou requireſt of us, we are, not guilty of 
thoſe groſs and enormous Crimes, which 
have brought ſo many to publick Shame, 
and Infamy, and to which, without a Mer 
ſure of thy Grace, our natural Corrupti9 We 
and many Opportunities and Temptations 
might have betray'd us: May it pleaſe the 
ſo to order and regulate our Paſſions and At | 
fections, that we may always live under ti BY 
Reſtriction 
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Reſtrictions of thy Grace; and that by So- 
briety, Temperance, Charity, Juſtice and 
Piety, with all the Virtues which adorn our 
Chriſtian Profe ſſion, we may be happy in the 
Continuance of thy Bleſſing and Goodneſs 
to us. 


Permit us, O Lord, with thy holy and 


grateful Servant, David, to praiſe thee, for 


that «ve are feerfully and wonderfully made, for 
thoſe many E::dowments, Faculties, and Sen- 
ſes which form a rational as well as human 
Creature. We acknowledge thy Goodneſs 
and Favour in the great and valuable Blefling 
of Sight, whereby we have the Pleaſure ts 
behold thy Sin, and all the various and 
charming Beauties of thy Creation. Grant, 
that we may never abuſe that Bleſlne, 
but make a Ccvenant with our Eyes,that 
they turn not fo Vanity, nor wander from 
their high and proper Object in Prayer and 
Devotion, from thee, O Lord, the great 
Fountain and Father of Lights. 

we blefs thee for that Senſe which enables 
us to Scar thy holy Word, and the comforta- 
ble Doctrines of our Peace and Salvation. Let 
ue never proſtitute this Bleſſing, in liſtening, 


| & with any ſecret Pleaſure, to the looſe Effufi- 


ons of a wicked Wit and Imagination, 


W © che vin Uſe and Diſhonour of thy ſa- 


cred and awful Name, or to any Slanders 


= 2 idle Reports which may cauſe Variance 


and Animoſity amongſt Chriſtian Brethren. 
We praiſe thee, O Lord, for that Sen/e, 
H 2 whereby 
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whereby thou haſt ſo mercifully diſtin- 
guiſn'd us from the brutal Nature, 
whereby we are render'd ſociable Beings, a- 
ble to entertain and inſtruct each other. 
Grant that the Faculty of Speech may be 
conſtantly uſed in Prayer and Praiſes, to the 
Glory of thee our God, and in kind, friendly 
and reſpectful Words one of another. 
Above all, we bleſs thy holy Name, for 
thine ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of 
the World, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, for the 
Means of Grace and the Hope of Glory. We 
thank thee for his Jacarnation, which gave us 
a Saviour capable of Suffering: We adore the 
Goa-head, which gave Authority and Weight 


to thoſe Sufferings; and we revere that Inot- 


tenfiveneſs and Freedom from Guile and Cor- 


ruption, which gave a Plenitude of Merit to 
his Mediation, Give us Grace, O Lord, to 
walk in his Steps here, that we may follow 
him to his Glory in Heaven, and that we 
may ever-more dwell in him and he in us. 
Theſe our Prayers and Praiſes, with 
our humble Requeſt of thy Grace and mer- 


ciful Providence this Day, and our Thanks 


for thy Protection the Night paſt, we beg 

leave to offer up in the Name and Words ot 

our dear Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Our Father, &c. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for Thurſday Noon. 


E AR us, O Lord, when doe call upon 

thee, have Mercy upon us and hear- 
ken to our Supplications, our King and our 
God *. Thou haſt promiſed in thy Goſpel, 
that our private Services ſhall be rewarded open- 
ly, and that where 2 or three gather them- 
ſelves together in thy Name, thou wilt be in th? 
Midſt of them: Grant the Petitions of thy 
humble Servants as thou ſhalt judge beſt in 
thine infinite Wiſdom, and as may be moſt 
for the Advancement of our eternal Wel- 


Let not our Minds be ſet on Things below, but 


grant that our Treaſure and our Hearts may be 


in Heaven zand that we may chearfully expect 


our happy Tranſlation from this vain World 
of Iniquity and Miſery, to the bright Regi- 
ons of everlaſting Peace. O Lord, give us 
Contentment with our Station Bere, to be ar 
thy Kad or receive Proſperity with an equal 
Mind, with that Firmneis and Conſtancy in 
each Circumſtance, becoming a Creature of 
= 7zrdoy to the juſt and wiſe Antient of 


ays. | 
We know, O Lord, that upon even Ground, 


We neither inclining to an.4ſcent or a Precipice, we 
Fs walk with moit Safety, Eaſe and Pleaſure , 
N but if it ſhall be thy good Pleaſure, to or- 


der us the Extremes of Riches or Poverty, 
| H 4 grant 


* Pſalm iv. 1. 
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grant that no Fullneſs may lead us to deny ee, 
and ſay, who is the Lord? nor Neceſſity make 
us ſteal from and defraud our Neighbour, 
take the Name of our God in vain. 

We beſeech thee to have Mercy upon 
our Frailties, and Infirmities, not dealing uit? 
s after our Sins, nor rewarding us accordin þ # 
to eur Iniguities. In all our Troubles and! 
Sorrows, grant that our Faith may be ſtrom © 
and {vely, and our Truſt and Confidence in 
thy Power and Goodneſs anſhaken and ini. 
moveatle, Send down the Light of thy be. 
ly Spirit into our Hearts, to enable us to | 
walk in thy Fear, and lead us in the Jn 
of thy Commandments, which we ſhall xp: 
ence to be the Way to everlaſting Life. 
Grant, O Lord, that no Temptations not 
Terrors, no Promiſes nor Threatnings of Men, 
may divert or drive us from the important 
Duties of our Religion: And do thou, 0 BW 
Lord, who art eaſy to be entreated, and rejoiceſt We 
to do Good, who brought again from the Ded 


4 0 » 1 
2 
FS NEL 


eur Lord and Saviour, that great Shepherd 5 WE 
the Sheep, watch over, protect, and preſerve / 
us from all Evil, and tbrough the Blood of e; 
everlaſting Covenant, make us perſelt in eve) . 
good Work, to do his Will, and work that bid / 
is well-pleaſing in his Sight *, through th: WF 
lame Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and holy Rede: Whit / 
mer. Amen. : R 


A Prayit 


* Heb, xili. 20, -4 OY | 
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A A Prayer for Thurſday Evening. 


EvERLASTING God and heavenly Fa- 
F ther, who for the many and ſingular 
Mercies which thou from Time to Time art 
|? pleaſed to confer upon thy unworthy Crea- 
tures, haſt laid no grievous Burden upon 
them, but accepteſt the eaſy and juſt Tribute 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving : We glority 
thy almighty Power and Goodnels, in the 
Bleſſings of this Day, and humbly offer our 
* Requeits of thy Care and Protection from 
the Dangers and perilous Diſaſters of the en- 
BZ ſuing Night. | 
When we reflect, O Lord, upon the fin- 
ful Courſe of this World, and yet perceive the 
Continuance of thy gracious Providence, how 
= wonderfully and mercifully thou beare/t up 
= be Pillars of it, we can never enough admire 
nor revere thy long-ſuffering and unparal- 
lelled Goodneſs to the Sons of Men. The 
Preſumplion of them that hate thee increaſeth 
= ever more and more, and yet thou art un- 
|» changeable in Love and Affection; thy Sun 
8 /inzth upon the Evil and the Good, and thy 
8 ccireſhing Rain falletb upon the Juſt and Un- 
at: Grant that we may follow the Pattern 
Jof thy Compaſſion ard Forbearance, with 
Regard to our poor Brethren and offending 
Fellow Creatures; and not be ſevere to them 
ter their fer Pence, when thou art pleaſed 
F<: to 
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to ſhew ſuch Mercy in remitting to us our 


many T alents. | 

Rivers of Waters are ſaid, in thy holy Word, 
to fall from thy Servant David's Eyes, becau/e 
Men kept not thy Law: Teach us, O Lord, to 
humble ourſelves for our own Sins, and then 
be humbled alſo and heartily grieved for thoſe 
Sins of ethers, which are fo diſhonourable 
to thy holy Name, and to deſtructive to the 
Community whereof they and we are Mem— 
bers. Enable us to perform, with the Spirit 
of Love, and without reviling, the Chrittian 
Office of mild Reproof and Admonition, 
and to diſcountenance their ſinful Conduct by 
our good Examples. Let our Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they may ſee our good Wirks, 
and glorify thee our Father in Heaven. 

Thy Ears, O Lord, are always open to 
the Prayers which are offered from a faithiul 
and true Heart; yet art thou pleated ſome- 
times to make thy Suppliants wait for the 
grant of their Requeſts, that they may practice 
the Chriſtian Graces of Paticnce and Perieve- 


their God. If therefore, O Lord, we do not 
immediately ſucceed in thoſe Things which we 
make the Objects of our Withes and Peti- 
tions, or if thoſe Clouds continue of which we 
humbly intreat thy Removal; let us not think 
thee ſlack, as ſeme Men count Slackneſs, but 
know that thou haſt thyWay in the Whirlwind, 
and in the Storm, and the Clouds are the Di 
wider thy Feet, to ſhake off, or ſend upon thy 
| P eople 5 


rance, and not be weary of waiting upon 


1 — 8 n 
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People, as thine infinite Wiſdom judgeth 
moſt neceſſary and proper for them. 

We have experienced ſufficiently thy Mer- 
cies, and every Breath we draw ſhews what 
we might ſuffer from the Blaſt of thy Diſ- 
pleaſure, O let us wait patiently upon tbee, 
and tarry thy Leiſure, be thankful to thee for 
what we enjoy at preſent, nor diſtruſt thy 
Goodneſs for the future, in any thing which 
may be really for our Good. Whatever bitter 
Draught our diſtempered Souls ſtand in need 
of, make us, O loving Father, chearfully 
to drink, and if thy bleſſed Son, for the Sins 
of others ſubmitted to thy Will, let us not 
murmur at the juſt Reward of our Deeds. 

Be entreated,.: O Lord, at the Cloſe of 
this troubleſome Life, to place us in the 
Boſom of eternal Reft, and then, whether we 
enjoy Proſperity or ſuffer Adverſity in this 
mortal Life, let us be eaſy, and ſubmit to 
thy Pleaſure; Grant, O Lord, that with 
Hearts full of thy Love, devoted to thy Ser- 
vice, and ſetting thee always before us, we 
may chearfully purſue the Offices of the 
Day, and lye down in our Beds at Night in 
Peace and Safety, | 

This, our Chriſtian Sacrifice of Prayer, 
Praiſe and Adoration, we humbly offer to 
thine infinite Majcity, through the Satisfac- 
tion of our blefied Redeemer, concluding 


WO that excellent and inimitable Form of 


Words, which in Compaſſion to our Infir- 
| mities 
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mities he was graciouſly pleaſed to give 
us. 


Our Father, &c. 


EJacuLATIONS and MEDITATIONS for ile. ES 
Evening. 


"NA SarTrsyy us with thy Mercy, and that 
() ſoon ; ſo ſhall we rejoice and be glad 
all the Days of our Lives. 
She thy Servants thy Works, and their 
Children thy Glory. 

The glorious Majeſty of the Lord our 
God be upon us. 

Preſerve us from the Peſtilence that walk- | 

eth in Darkneſs ;ʒand be about our Path, and We 
about our Bed, that no Enemy hurt us, not 
Ev1l approach our Dwelling. 

O that we were wiſe, that we would con- 
ſider our Ways, and at the End of every 
Day think ſeriouſly on, and prepare ior, our 
latter End. 

O praiſe the Lord, who healeth all our 
Sickneſs, and forgiveth all our Iniquities; 
who ſaveth our Lives from Deſtruction, 
; and crowneth us with Mercy and Loving- 
: Kkindneſs. | 
| If the Lord is for us, who ſhall be again 
us. | 


We ſhall not be afraid of any Terror by 


Night, nor for the Arrow that flyeth by 
Day. 


We 


We believe, Lord, help our Unbelief; 
Lord increaſe our Faith. | 

This is a faithful Saying and worthy of all 
Acceptation, that Chriſt Zeſus came into the 
World to ſave Sinners. 

If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; 
and he is the Propitiation for our Sins. 

e that gave us his own Son, and de- 
© livered him up for us all, how ſhall he not, 
with him, freely give us all Things? 

O Lamb of God, Son of the Father, re- 
cCeive our Prayer, and dwell in our Hearts 
by Faith. O tarry with us for it is towards 
Evening, and the Day is far ſpent *. 
Watch and pray, that ye may be account- 
ed worthy to eſcape all thoſe Things which 
EZ ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand before the 
Fon of Man . 

= Glory be lo the Father, &c. 

As it was in the Beginning, &c. 


De CONCLUSION. 


* GRACE be with us, and Peace from God 
N our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


* Luke xxiv. 29. + Luke xi. 36. 
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A Prayer for Friday Morning. 


\ BLESSED and adorable Saviour, thou 
Son of the living God, co-equal i 
Power and Eſſence, and yet wonderful in thy 
Humility and Charity to the Children of Men; 
who being in the Form of God, didſt not n- 
fuſe to take upon thee the Form of a Servant, 
nor from the celeſtial Regions of thy Glory, 
to come into a World of Miſery and Trou- 
ble, to /azzsfy the juſt Wrath of thy offended 
Father, and reconcile Sinners to his Grace 
and Favour. . 8 
With Hearts truly ſenſible of this thy un- 
ſpeakable Goodneſs, and deeply affected 
with the ſhameful Cauſe of thy Sufferings ; 
we proſtrate ourſelves with all Humility and 
Gratitude before thee, intreating thee to ac- 
cept of this our Morning Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Adoration. What Heart ſo obu- 
rate that thy Sufferings cannot penetrate? 
What Sin ſo ſtubborn that thy redeeming 
Mercy cannot root up and deftroy ? In 
thy bitter Agonies and Paſſion, give us, 
O Lord, a View of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, 
and on thy Croſs let us ſee our Shame and 
Ingratitude. 
Thou, O bleſſed Feſus, hadſt done nothing 
amiſs, in thy Mouth was no Guile; the Scandal 
of thy Croſs was the Scandal of our Sin, We 
were the poor Malefactors of polluted Na- 


ture that numbsed thee, O guiltleſs m_ 
| or 
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Lord, with Thieves and Tranſgreſſors, thy Pains 


BZ were for our Crimes, and our Salvation was 


thy bleſſed Aim and Purpoſe; thou waſt bruiſed 
for our Iniquities, and wounded for our Tranſ- 
greſſions, the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was up- 


on thee, and by thy Stripes we are healed. We 
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live in the Death of the Croſs, and we are 
juſtified in thy Neſurrection: In thy bleſſed 


and raiſed Perſon we joyfully perceive that the 


Grave cannot detain the Redeemed of the Lord, 


nor Death maintain its Dominion over us. 
O give us ſuch a Senſe of this Myſtery of 
Love, as may lay Sin in the Joweſt Sepulchre ; 
and ſtrengthen and enable us, by thy holy 
= Spirit, to overcome this World and its de- 
© lufive Enticements. Grant that we may not 
be {o injurious to thy Religion, nor ſo un- 


EZ mindful of thy Goodneſs to the undone Race 
of Mankind, as to be conformed to the World 
in its vitious Modes and Cuſtoms, but let thy 
PFollowers be diſtinguiſhed for Virtue, and 
= ive as becometh thy holy Goſpel. 


Thou, O gracious Lord, haſt laid down 


a Plan of preſent Eaſe and Happineſs, and 
by Example and Precept haſt been deſirous to 
& raw and move thy Diſciples into the Vays 
/ Pleaſantneſs, and into the Paths of Peace. 
No Anger can reſt in the Boſoms of thoſe who 
W low thy Rules; and the Mind formed from 
dy holy Scheme of Liſe can have none of the 


Agitations of Hatred, Malice, Revenge, 


ad Reſentment. The Injuries of the 


World cannot be able to kindle any W 
yo 
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of Paſſion, nor raiſe Tumults in the Soul. 
of the true and faithful Chriſtian. O give vs, 
bleſſed Lord, ſuch a peaceable Frame and 
Diſpoſition of Heart that we may ſincere. 
ly implore Forgiveneſs, of our Treſpaſſes as ue 
have forgiven thoſe who have treſpaſſed againſt | 
us; that we may not equivocate and diflem- Þ 7 
ble with God, when we ule thy holy Form, 
but Practice what our Lips utter to the Throne 
of Heaven. 

Enable us, O Lord, to perform our bap- 
tiſmal Vow, to renounce the Pomps and Venitie 
of this evil World, with all covetous Dejires if 
the ſame; to believe all the Articles of ar 
Chriſtian Faith, and bring forth the lovely 
Fruits thereof in an Obedience to thy hv 

Milland Commandments, and walking in ihe ſat 
all the Days of our Lives. As we were 
figned with the Sign of the Croſs, in 
Token that we ſhould, grant that we may ze. 
ver be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of the 
our crucified Redeemer, but fight manfily 
under thy Banner againſt Sin, the World and 
the Devil. 

And now, O Lord, we commit ourſelves to 
thy Grace, and have Hopes, from thy powerful Wt 
Interceſſion for thy Church in Glory, of Preterva- Wn 
tion from all Evils ſpiritual and temporal, of . 
Strength againſt Temptations, and Fardon of 1 
the Frailties of our corrupt Nature: Comfot WF | 
us in all the Changes and Chances of this mor- 
tal Life, and let no Calamities of the World W | 
£ unhinge 
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unhinge our Faith, or diminiſh our Love 
of thee. | | | 

Heal the unhappy Diviſions of Chriſtian 
People, and put a Stop to thole. Diſputes and 


Controverſics, which are oftner calculated to 


exalt human rarts and Abilities than to for- 
ward thy Glory or the Salvation of Men; 


EZ which oftner proceed from a Knowledge which 


= puffeth up, than a Charity which ediſietb. U- 


nite and ſanctify all thoſe who are received 


into the Fellowſhip of thy holy Communion, 


and grant that all who profeſs and call them- 
lelves by thy Name may tread in thy Steps, 
and ſhine as Lights in a faithleſs and perverſe 
Generation. As thou; O bleſſed Lord, 
haſt declared Love to be the fulfilling of the 
Low, and the great and new Commandment of 
thy Goſpel, give us tender and affectionate 

Hearts, one towards another, that we may 
bring forth thoſe Fruits of thy Spirit, which 
are Love, Joy and Peace, and lo live, that when 


we dye, we may not be as Men without Hope; 


that we may have no uneaſy Hanker- 


F ings after this Life, and our worldly Pol- 
ſeſſions, but be comforted from the Words of 


thy holy Apoſtle, that 70 be diſſolved and to 


be with thee, is far better than any Thing we 


leave behind us in this Valley f Tears. 
Permit us to add to theſe our Supplica- 


N tions and Prayers, our unfeigned Thanks for 
= Our refreſhing Sleep this Night, and the Bleſ- 


ſing of another Day. O fit us, Lord, for 


2 that Time when there ſhall be no more 
6 | | Night, 
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Might, but eternal Day, when all Clouds and 
Darkneſß ſhall be totally and finally Gi. 
perſed, and the Righteous ſhine as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of thy Father: To whom 
with Thee and the ” Bleffed Spirit, glori- 
ous and undivided Trinity of Perſons, but one 
God, be all Praiſe, Honour, Majeſty and 


Pominion: now and ever. Amen. 


A Prayer fer Friday-Noon, er any time of the 


Day, for Grace to conſider and es: 
the Laſt Judgment. 


() THnov all powerful Being, and inf 
nitely juſt God, who diſtributes thy 
Gifts and 7. 4 to thy Creatures, requiring 
an Improvement and Account thereof; and 
haſt appointed a Day wherein thou wilt judy 
the World by that adorable Perſon whom thou 
baſt ordain'd ; give us, O Lord, a Conſide- 
ration of, and due Preparation for our great 
Reckoning, and ſo teach us to commune 
with our own Hearts, to examine and try 
ourſelves, that when the Secrets of all Men 
are to be diſcloſed, and we are ſummon'd to 
thy awful 7 ribunal, we may be acquitted 
and ſaved from the eternal Puniſhment of 
our Sins and Tranſgreſſions. 

This World, O Lord, is the Scene of 
Action, and the Seaſon of Repentance 
we are to work out our Salvation before the 
Night of Death cometh, when no more 


can be done preparat ry to that great and 
| ſolemn 
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alem Day of the Lord; as the Tree falls 
. mt lye till that general Convention of 
Mankind, when we can expect no more dig- 
[i ring round it; and when if it appears with any 
Iuuit, cell; if not, it mult be for ever cut down 
and deſtroy'd. In the Pit no Man remembereth 
thee, and in that State and Habit of Soul 
Z wherein we receive the Arreſt of Death, we 
© muſt appear at Chris Judgment-Seat. E- 
den) one of us muſt give an Account of bim. 
%% and a the Dead, both great and 


* 


3 
* 
ws 


ö : ſmall, ſtand before thee ; and the Books, the 
3 celeſtial Regiſtry of our Words and Actions, 
F q be open'd. 


O make us to confider our Ways, and re- 
collect the great Errors and Mis- behaviour 
vhich proceed from our Thoughtleſſneſs and 
2 Inattention to the weighty and momentous 
4 MW Doctrine of a future Judgment; do thou, O 
- We nercitul and gracious God, who turneſt the 


298 
a 
3 


Hearts of Men as the Rivers, be intreated to 


e aſſiſt us with thy holy Spirit, that before we 
ry WR {peak and act we may conſider how our 
-n Words and Actions will bear the ſtrict Scru- 
to Wy and Examination of this great and ſo- 
d lemn Enquiry. | 


. Oletus think, ow, intheſe Days of Vanity 
how we ſhall be able to appear betore thee at 


of chat Day, when it will not be poſſible to con- 
e; ceal tne moſt private Villany, nor with the great- 


Net and moſt ſubtil Oratory and Eloquence 


ore o glots over and varniſh our Crimes; when 
nd tb will prevail cver all Arts and Diſguiſes, 
| and. 
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and every one receive the Reward of his Deeds: 
Fix in our Minds ſuch Ideas of falling into 4% 
Hands of the livingGed, as may make us avoid 
Sin as a Peſtilence, and fly from it with more 
Precipitancy than we now purſue it. Let the 
tremendous Conſideration of that Day of 4 
Wrath which will ſucceed the many abuſed Þ* 
Days of Grace, throw us on our Knees for! 
Mercy, and make us ariſe, and go to the | 
our offended Father; and make us, O Lord, | 
1o watchful for the future, that coming ſid | 
denly we may not be found ſleeping. Let 
not the Uncertainty of the Time, nor ay 
fancy'd Diſtance make us neglect be Thing 
which belong to our Peace. We know that 
ſecret Things belong to thee, O Lord: But, a 
the Judge may be nearer than we think cf 
even at the Door, as he that ſhall come me) 
come, and not tarry; let our Loins be gira WM 
about, and our Lamps burning; and let us be 
eber, and watch unto Prayer. -'Y 
Give us, O Lord, ſuch an awful Senſe oi 
this great Day, this general A/ize and Ti; Wt 
al of all Men, that no preſent Gratificatt 
ons, nor Indulgences, may procure the 9. 
tence of eternal Death to be pronounced 2: 
gainſt us. Grant that the Pleaſures of Sr 
may not captivate, nor the ſinful Vanities d 
the World, feal away our Hearts from 0 Bl 
Duty and Service. Let not the Vices ani i 3 
Irregularities, the luxurious, and intemperd Buy 
Uſe of thy Creatures fo load and opp Wi 
our Minds, as to make them carnal © 


heav)} 
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E heavy, ſeldom diſpoſed to any ſpiritual 


pPuties, and conſequently, in no Readinets 
for judgment; but let thy Spirit influ- 
ence us to thoſe Things which make us fitter 
to live, as well as to dye; which are pleaſing 
and acceptable in thy Sight whilſt we are 
under thy Providence in this State of Na- 
ture, and 0 qualify us for thy Favour and 
Mercy before thy great Bench of divine Juſ- 
' | + CiCE, | | | 
We read, O Lord, in thy holy Goſpel, of 
many evil Actions committed by the bad 
ervant, who preſumed on his Lord's great 
bDittance, ſaying, My Lord deferreth his Com- 
ig: O let it caution us not to put the evi 
| Day from us, but turn unto thee, and to 
live one Day as if the next was the Day of 
our Death and Judgment. We thank thee, 
o Lord moſt holy, O God moſt mighty, O 
BE heavenly and indulgent Father of thy 
ſinful Children, that all Judgment is 
committed unto that &lefſed Perſon, who 
boo our Nature upon him, and is ſo ac- 
quainted with our Infirmities, as to make 
{7 Allowances for our Impotence and Inſuffici- 
_ 7 . | 
We adore and magnify thy Name, O 
4 Lord, that we are to appear at the Judg- 
en-Seat of the Savicur, that died, and ſhed 
his Blood for us; let it comfort our Hearts, 


* prevent all Deſpair and Deſpondency, raiſe 
ll | ; 
mn Bo Hopes, and diſſipate our Fears; but let 


not encourage us in Sin and Preſumption, 
= | but 
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but with the comfortable Words of thy holy 
- Apoſtle, that there is no Condemnation to the L 
that are in Chriſt Feſus, let us alſo conlider [ 
that it 1s to thole who walk not after the Fl, 
but after the Spirit. Teach us, O Lord, t þ 
comply with the Terms, that we may re. 
ceive the Benefit of thy Goſpel, not / that 
Grace may abound, but live ſeberly rige, 
and godly in this preſent World, looking f 
the bleſſed Hope and glorious appeariig of u, 
great God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, wh 
came to purify to himſelf a peculiar People, xc. 
Leue of good Works. 1 

Finally, O Lord, give us Grace to make 
back Uſe of this and all other Dottrines 
of thy holy Word, that after the Days wherein (* 
we have ſuffered Adverſ ity, the many Troubles 
ſpiritual and temporal of this mortal, this | 
miſerable, becauſe ſinful Life, we may par- 
take of the Foy, which no Man can take fin 
us, and be eternally happy in Following te 
Lamb whereſoever he gceth. And this we beg 
in thy own good Time, for thy dear Sons , 
Sake, our bleſſed Lord, Mediator, and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 


3 WS; 


ad 
_ 


» K — — 2. 22 


* - * * . 4 
— em — Ep * 
K 9 R 05 
> . . 2 2 > 
ta art hos hel Os 28 
3 (EY Ys War if? EIT { 5 


55F))E Ko MY &f » 


— 


» x 3 * * 
Ca OR N ” ee 
* 7. N 3 

8 % ; 5 


d 


Q 


* F { 7 
0000 
* ” % 

S8 $9 — 8 


+ 


A Prayer and Contrition for Friday-Eveniig. 


HOLY and infinitely perfect Being, 
to whom all Sin is odious and offenſive, 
and who wouldeſt not permit the. Commiſſion 
thereof, but that ſome Good might be pro- 
duced out of Evil, and the Event turn to 
thy Glory, and the Profit of thy Creatures 
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Lock down in Mercy upon us, who are daily 
beſet and ſurrounded with Sins and Tempta- 
nvons, and grant that the End of thy gracious 
| Providence may be anſwer'd, and we, thy 
people, be deterr'd from vicious Courles, by 
I chy Corrections, and the many feartul Ex- 
amples of the Conſequences of Iniquity. 
Dlerus reflect upon the great ait intowhich 
sin put thy Servant David; Whence proceeded 


; | Wthe!Thorns and Thiſtles of Life, but from Sin? 
; | & Thou ſheweſt us, O Lord, the Deformity of 
„din in the afflicted and diſeaſed Bodies, as 
Ewell as in the wounged Spirits of Sinners; and 
the Rod of thy Wrath has a Voice to repent 
and amend. In many of thy holy Prophets, 
KApoſtles, and Servants, we perceive the evil Bi- 
ass of Fleſh and Blood, and their fair and ſerene 
Days of Virtue in ſome Parts thereof overcaſt 
and clouded with natural Frailty and Corrup- 
tion; but great, like their Sus, we may 
}, KS behold their Repentance; upon the Sincerity 
and Severity whereof thou didſt receive them 
again into thy Favour : Be pleaſed, O mercitul 
Father, to give us their Repentance, who 
are ſo apt to imitate heir Sins, and let 
our Humiliation and Sorrow for them be hear- 


7M Bj and unfeigned. Let us not plead in our 
Excuſe theſe Scripture-Examples of Iniquity, 


unless, like theirs, we can plead a Repen- 
on dance; that our Couches have been waſhed every 
<>. Nb with our Tears, that we have wept bit- 
» erty, and been able to waſh the Feet of our 
„ ended Lord with the penitential Streams of 
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godly Grief and Concern. O Lord, our Sin 
have been great, and our $9r779whas bore noPro- 
portion to our Tniquities, but, O thou all-poy. f 
erful, and loving Father, who could 4r;»g e. 
ter out of the ſtony Rocks, and alter the Courſe 
of Nature for the Ifraelites at thy Will and 
Pleaſure, ſoften our obdurate Hearts, and 
bend our ſtubborn Knees unto thee. Let thy 
Promiſes to the Penitent, the many Exam- 
ples of thy Love and Forgiveneſs to thoſe 
who have ſeen their Errors, and amended; be 
our Encouragement and Motive to Repen- | 
tance and Converſion. 

As Thou haſt / loved us, as to give thy 
bleſſed Son to die for us, that we might ni 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life, let, O Lord, 
no gloomy Deſpair, nor ſpiritual Melancholy, 


. 
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ſink and weigh down our Souls; but give us E 
a lively Faith in thy Word, and ſuch a Senſe Wi © 
4 and Love of thy Goodneſs to us in the Re- : 


demption of the Croſs, as may raiſe our 
drooping Spirits, and adminiſter thoſe Com- 
forts which in the Multitude of the Sorro i th 
which we have in our Hearts will ſtrengthen Bi © 
and refreſh our Souls. Give us, O Lord, fuck i 
pious Reſolutions reſulting from thy Love, 
and ſuch a Senſe of our Obligations to Thee, 
as may enable us to reſiſt and overcome ou 
ſinful Propenſities, and to tread down Sold 
under our Feet. TEL 

Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, if at a 
Time we have been diverted by thy Grace, 


and reſtrained from the groſſer and mor 
5 enormous 
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PRIVATE DEvoTioNs. 169 
enormous Iniquities of ſome of our unhap- 
= py and proiligate F cllow-Creatures, W 2 
thank thee for the Way which thy Grace 
ES hath made for us to eſcape Temptation. Keep 
us, O Lord, in thy Paths, and preicrve in 
ES our Hearts ſuch an awful Fear of thy 
omni: preſent Majeſty, that knowing ws n 
in tby Sight, and that we ſhall be puniſh'd in 
the terrible Day of thy Wrath, our Conſciences 
= may be purged from dead Works to ſerve the 
bing God. „ | 

O Lord, give us the Wiſdom to conſider 
EZ our continual Want of thy Regard and Fa- 
vour, and how much thy Bleſſing and Grace 
Eceed all the vain Enjoyments of Sin; which 
E will be followed with the Horrors of an accu- 
fing Conſcience, and of thy heavy Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure. O Lord, forgive what is paſt, 
and take us this Night into thy ſafe Proteg- 
tion; that our Eyes being opened to another 
Dey, they may likewiſe be opened to ang- 
ther View of thy mercitul Providence, and 


chat we may always learn from thy Cemency 
cn do give hee Praiſe and Glory, through gc- 
\ch us Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


7 okful Meditations and Prayers for Saturday- 
Morning. 8 
\ ARVELLOUS are thy Torks, O Lord, 

| and that our Souls know right well. 
The Lord is our Refuge and Strength; in 
the Day he is our Defcace and Protector; 
1 | a 
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at Night, about our Path, and about our 
Bed, ipying out all our Ways. Without the 
divine Aid the Bows of the Mighty are bent 
in Vain, and it is not their Arrows can ſave 
them. How ſhould we recollect thy gracious 
Attributes, O Father of. Mercies, and God if 
all Comferts, when we arrive to the End of 
thoſe Weeks, Months, and Years, wherein 
thou haſt ſpared us who have deſerved Puniſy- 
ment ] Es | 

How admirable are the Contrivances of 
thy Wiſdom in the Formation of this World! 
how exactly are Things fitted to anſwer 
the Purpoſes of their Creation, and how 
ſubſervient to the Neceſſities of thoſe, 
upon whom God has __— his divine 
Image! Let our Tongues be exerciſed in 
the Offices of Praiſe and Thankſgiving as 
often as Nature's Beauties are 1n our 
View? 

What en eaſy Tribute is laid upon us 
jor all that we enjoy and poſſeſs? Not ont 
Commandment is given us that is grievcus, but 
what promotes our own Advantage, at the 
fame Time that it ſhews our Obedience to 
the Lora our Maker. 

For the feeble State of Infancy, the Lord, 
Who hath prezeffed us ever fince we Ve 
torn, has provided the Care and nurſing 
Arms of natural Parents, and has implanted 
in th ir Breaſts that Fondneſs and Affection 
wl.cr-ty we are ſupported when we cannot 
help curſelves: And if for certain wiſe Endl 


all 
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and Purpoſes, God is pleaſed to turn this 
uſual ( urrent of his Providence, that we 


* 


may not think it an unalterable Decree of Na- 


ture, independent on the divine Will and 
Power; it the Fountain fails to ſupply the [t- 
te Streams that flow from it; if there is a 
Stagnation in that common Courſe of natu- 
ral Affection, and their Fathers aud Mothers 
1 forſake them; THEN the Lord takes and gathers 
= them up, and receives ſuch deſerted Innocence 
into the Boſom of his eſpecial Providence, 
Z raiſing up for them mighty and unexpected 
Inſtruments of Succour and Maintenance *. 
In the Morning of Youth what Beams of 
Grace dart in and dawn upon the Mind, 
vrhereby many Children of God abſtain from 
thoſe ſinful Flights and Actions, into which 
fierce and inconſiderate Youth, for the moſt 
Part, incautiouſly ruſh, like the Horſe into 
be Battle; and when we arrive to the Me- 
ridian of Manhood, the divine Grace 7s ſaf- 
ſcient for us againſt all Temptations. | 
= God's Providence {upporteth the hoa 
lead, is a never failing Staff in the Infir- 
mities of Age; and he that goeth with us 
Eirough the Road of Life does not forſake 
0 s at the laſt Stage, but will ſtrengthen the 
eble Knees. O give thanks unto the Lord, be 
ling of his Salvation from Day to Day. 


. leſſed 


? | * This has ReſpeR to that noble Charity the Found. 
7.1 Hoſpital, ſor poor and deſerted Children, 
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Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord mot Higs. 
Keyoice in the Lord ye Righteous. We will 
love thee, O Lord, our Strength. The Lord 
is our ſtrong Rock, and our Defence; our 
Saviour, our God, and our Might, in whom | 
we will truſt; the Horn alſo of our Salyati- F* 
on, and our Refuge. i 

We will call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praiſed; fo ſhall we be ſafe from our 
Enemies. It is a good Thing to give Thanks 
unto the Lord; yea, a joytul. and pleaſant BR 
Thing it is to be thankful. We will tell of !“ 
thy Loving-kindnelis in the Morning, and of! 


thy Truth in the Night-ſeaſon. 


 APrayer for Saturday Morning. A. B. Tillotſon, 
GREAT and glorious Lord God; % 
(0) high and holy One, who inhabiteth FEter- 
nity, and dwelleſt in that Light which no Mei 
can approach unto ;, we pray thee to /ook down Wt 
from Heaven, the Habitation of thy Holineſs ani Wt 
thy Glory, upon us vile and ſinſul Creatures. a 
Have Merc; upon us, O Lord, and accoraing ii 
to the Multiiude of thy tender Mercies, bt 
out all our Tranſgreſſions; and ler be it , 
ever the Purpoſe and Reſolutions of © 
Hearts, to ſerve and fear thee, and to 4) BW 
thy Commandments always, i hat it may be © Wh 
with us, and with our Children after us: And 4 
to this End we pray thee to write by 15 
in our Hearts, and to put thy Fear into c 


a 7 
Seuls, that wwe may never depart Frem = | 
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Grant us the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
to become every Day better ; to retorm and 
amend whatever is amiſs in the Frame and 
Temper of our Minds, or in the Courſe and 
Actions of our Lives; to enable us to mor- 
tify our Luſts, to govern our Paſſions, and 
to order our whole Converſation aright ; to 
aſſiſt us in all that is good, % Keep us from 
all Evil, and to bring us to thy heavenly 
Kingdom. 1 | 

We pray thee, O Lord, to inſtruct us in 
in all the Particulars of our Duty to thee 
and our fellow Creatures, that we may exer- 
ciſe ourſelves ſo as to have Conſciences void of 
Offence beth toward God and toward Man ; 
that we may love the Lord our God with al! 
our Hearts, and with all our Souls, and with 
all cur Strength, and our Neighbour as our- 


ſelves; whatever we would that Men ſhould 
4 unto us, grant that we may do likewiſe un- 
10 !hem; and let the Grace of God which 
bath appeared to all Men, and brings Salvati- 


on, teach us to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly 


We pray thee, O Lord, to make us ſenſible 


of our own Frailty, of the Shortneſs and 
i Uncertainty of this Life, and of the Eternity 
ot the next; make us careful to live that 


Life, which we ſhall wiſh we had done, 


when we come to die; that the Lamps of 


our good Works may be always burning 
and ſhining before Men, and our felves like 
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unto thoſe, who wait for the Lord at bis (C;- 
ming. „ 
And now, O Lord, that thou haſt brought 
us to the Light of a new Day, grant us to | 
walk therein as Children of Light ; fober- 
ly, purely, and: honeſtly, as. iz the Day, | 
 vpholding us when we are about 70 fall, and 
lifting us up, if we happen to be down. De- 
tend us under tbe Shadow of thy Wing, from 
the Snare of the Hunter, and from any ni- 
fome Diſeaſe or Infection; Preſerve us in or 
gong out, and coming in, from this Time forth 
fer evermore, thro* Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Another Prayer. 8 7 


"TTFELP us, O God, ſ to order cur Ci 
"2 ver ſation in the World, as to go- 
vern our Spirits, and to lead ſuch Lives 

that we may ſafely and happily die. And | 
ſuper-add this, to all the Grace and Fa- 

vour thou haſt ſhewn us in Life, not to t- f 
move us hence, but with all Advantage for ! 
Erernity; when we ſhall be in a due Pre. Wi 3 
paration of Mind, in a holy Diſpoſition of t 
Soul, in a perfect Renunciation of the Van- We t 
ties of this ſinful World: When we ſhall be tt 
entirely reſigned to thee our God, and WF © 
have perfect Faith in thee by Jeſus Chri, “ 
high and reverential Thoughts, enlarged WE 

and enflamed Affections towards thee. A a 
When we come to leave the World, a- Wi \ 
ford us, O Lord, ſuch a mighty Power and Wi © 

Preſenet 


PRIVATE DEVvOTIONS. 175 


Preſence of thy own good Spirit, that we 
may have ſolid Conſolation in believing, and 
depart in the Faith of God's Ele# ; that we 
may chearfully follow thee into the State on 
the other Side Death, of which thou haſt 
given us ſo great an Aſſurance by the Reſur- 
rection of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
who hath brought Life and Immortality to 
* light by the Goſpel, and who hath promiſed 
that theſe our vile Bodies ſhall be faſbioned af- 
ter Death like unto his glorious Body, according 
to the working of his mighty Power, by which be 
ts able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf, to whom 
with thee, O Father, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour and Glory, World without End. 
Amen. : 
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© INTERCESSION for Saturday Morning. 


Y LORD, our heavenly Father, who 
1 () haſt ſafely brought us through the ma- 
ny Dangers and Diſaſters of Lite, to this 
= loſs Day of the. Mee, and haſt preſerved 
and bleſt our Endeavours, if not according 
to our Defires and carnal Affectiens, to 
the Supply of our real Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties, and without any remarkable Trouble 
& Gr. Calamity. ¶ This to be left cut, if any par- 
licular Loſs or Afiiftion bath happened.] 
= Favour us, O bleſſed Lord and Giver of 
8 all good Things, with a Continuance of thy 


1. Mercy to us; and be graciouſly pleafed to 
extend thy Goodneſs and divine Bleſſing to 
I . 14 | — 
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all our Relations, Friends and Neighbours, 


and-render alſo the Prayers of others, which 
may have been offered up for us, effectual 


and availing at thy Mercy-Seat. Bleſs, 0 


Lord, all that and in need of, though they 
do not defire our Prayers, or though they 
may deſpiſe our ſpiritual Helps and Ad- 
monitions. 

O Lord, pardon their Blindneſs and In. 


rance of the Things which belong to their Peace, 


and grant them a ſaving Knowledge thereof, 
before the Days of Darkneſs, which ſhall be 
nan, and when they will be eternally 51 
frem their Eyes: Recover them, O Lord, 
from their fatal Lethargy and Coolneſs, and 
inflame them with Devotion, that they may 
not loſe thee their God, their Safe-guard 
and Support, nor faint in the Hour of Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment. - 
Give them, and all of us, fuch Attention 
and Devotion to thee, whilſt thou ſtretcheſt 
out thy Arms of Mercy to us, that thou 
waycft not in thy Wrath bring thy Judg- 
ments upon us, and when our Neceſhties 
force us to call upon thee, /augh at vir 
Calamities and mock when cur Fear comell. 
To all Men, O Lord, give thy Grace and 
heavenly Benediction, whether Enemies or 
Benefactors; and bring us all to that bleſſed 
Place, where nothing but Love, Peace and 
Harmony can dwell. 
Bleſs and preſerve thoſe who go down /0 
the Sea in Ships, and occupy their Buſineſs | 
„ . gre 
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great Waters, thoſe uſetul Subjects of the 
State, and whoſe Preſervation in their peri- 
lous and dangerous Callings, is an Inſtance 
and Proof of thy wonderful Providence. 
Preſerve, O Lord, thoſe who zravel by 
Land, on their lawful Occaſions, or in 
Works of Charity and Neceility ; keep them 
from all Accidents and Perils of Robbers, 
and in their Travels, give them a Knowledge 
= of thy unlimited Power and Providence, 
which are confined to no Place nor Country, 
but reach to every remote Part and Corner 
of the Earth. 
Bless all Orders and Degrees of Men a- 
mongſt us, from the higheſt to the lou. 
et, eſpecially our Sovereign but thy Servant 
roc our King and Governor, together 
with all that ſtand in Royal Relation to him. 
Send down upon our Biſhops and Curat s 
be continuel Dew of thy Bleſſing ; let thy Di- 
une Aid and Grace accompany their Works 
and Labours in the Minittry, and give every 
dne under their Charge the Spirit of Love, 
Duty, and Devotion. 
Jo theſe our humble Requeſts, be pleaſed, 
O Lord, to add whatever elſe thou ſeeſt pro- 
per and neceſſary for us, that one Day may 
| el another, and one Night certify to another, 
% Hondy-work, and the Wiſdom and Glory 
ot thy Grace and Providence to the Child- 
Ten of Men. 
All this we beg at thy Hands, O graci- 
dus Lord, through Feſus Chrif, our Aledi- 
na 7 8 
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ator and Redeemer, in whoſe Name and 

Words we ſum up all our Prayers, ſaying: 
Our Father, &c. | 


The CONCLUSION. 


NTO God's Mercy we commit our- 

ſelves this Day. The Lord bleſs us 
and keep us, and give us His Grace, now 
and for evermore. 


Tor Saturday Noon. A Prayer fer Crace li 
ſubdue our Paſſions and Frailties. 


LORD and heavenly Father, thc 

Comfort and Support of the Faithful, 
and ſure Friend of thoſe who diligently ject 
thee, who never leaveſt nor forſakeſt us, til 
we are hardened in our Iniquities, have fet d 
nought all thy Counſels and will none of l 
Reproofs, Have Mercy upon us thy ur— 
worthy Servants, and incline thine Ear uni! 
our Calling. „ 

Thou, O Lord art the continual Specte. 
tor, the equitable Judge, and liberal Re- 
warder of the Actions of Men; How cat 
we then lift up our Eyes to thee, whole Ot 
fences, committed in thy Sight, have the 
Aggravation of Boldneis, Preſumption, 
and daring Impiety? But, withdrau 
not thy Mercy from us, but raiſe us © 
our Duty and to thy Favour by the Light 
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of thy Grace; and help us, for the Sake of 
that Sun of Righteouſneſs, whe aroſe with Heal - 
ing in his Wings to reſtore the laſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, and reconcile Sinners to thy 
offended Juſtice. F we ſay that we have no 
Sins, wwe deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is 
ot in us; but if we confeſs our Sins, thou 


art faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 


and to cleanſe us from all Unrightecuſneſs. 
Grant, O Lord, that we may not be con- 

tinually repeuting, and immediately ending 

again; but be pleaſed 1% work in us both to 


will and to do after thy good Pleaſure, that 


we may bring forth Fruits meet for Repen— 
tance, and not build Iniquity upon the Foun- 
dation of divine Mercy. Let not every 
Day, O Lord, be a deformed Picture of 
the laſt, but let us give ſome Marks and 
Tokens of our Converſion, by forſaking one 
darling Vice after another, 'till we have en- 
tirely thrown off the Garment ſpotted with 

the Fleſh. | | 
Had we no Aſſiſtance but the Light of 
Nature! Had we not a Goſpel pointing out 
Rewards for Virtue beyond this Verge of 
Mortality! Rewards too glorious to expreſe, 
endleſs and uninterrupted, pure and perma- 
nent, Ne then might have ſome Excule: 
But thou haſt revealed ſuch a Vickery for thoſe 
Who will ſtrive for it, ſuch Laxyrels for the 
faithful Soldiers under ChriſPs Banner, that if 
Reaſon was but conſulted it would join 
Hands 
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Hands with Religion, and recommend to us 
thy Service which is perfect Freedom. 

O Lord, thou haſt been graciouſly pleated 
to ſupply us with Arms whereby we may 
overcome the Frailties of Nature, and ſub- 
due every Adverſary to our preſent and eternal 
Peace; whereby we may conquer even thoſe 
Paſſions, which are ſtrong and powerful Ene— 
mies within ourſelves, and moſt treache- 
rouſly falſe to the true Intereſt of the Soul. 
Thy Grace is ſufficient for us, in all the Buf- 
fets of Satan, the World and the Fleſh: We 
there fore moſt humbly pray thee, O Lord, 
ro give us ſuch a Portion of that Grace, 
as may enable us to reſiſt Temptation, and 
to fight the good Fight of Faith, whereby 
vie ſhall be able to quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked; arid which is a C. 
baz molt juſt, a /75ry moſt excellent, and 
the Triumph whereot will be glorious and e- 
ternal, | 

O Lord, do thou fo correct and purity 
our Thoughts, that undcr the Government 
of thy Grace, they may never dictate nor 
provoke to ſinful Actions; but that cur 
Merds, which are their OVſpring, and are 
eiter good or bad, as the Stream or Foun- 
tan is car or corrupt, may be chaſte, me- 
deft, and innoffenfive; and that our Dees, 
which are formed and ſchemed in the 7eert, 
may be honeſt in the Sight of all Men, and be 
agreeuble to, and promote the Credit of thy 
OlyRcligion. 
LolyRcligion 5 


PRIVATE DevoTions. 18x 


* Fnable us, O Lord, to leave Father and 
© Mother, our deareſt and moſt intimate 
Friends, for thy Son's Sake, and the Goſpel's; 
that is, not to diſobey thy divine Command 
10 Honour our Parents; not to ſlight, deſpiſe, 
or leave them in any Inſtance of natural 
Love and Affection; not to neglect nor omit 
the relative Duties of Life; but to avoid 
ſbollowing our deareſt Friends in any Thing re- 
Wpugnant or injurious to the Chriſtian Faith, 
in any Thing unlawful, and inconſiſtent with 
the Tenets of our holy Profeſſion; if even Pa- 
vente ſhould be ſuch aunnatural Enemies, ſuch 
imer indeed, as to entice us from thy Church 
End Ordinances, from our religious Duties 
End Service; let us conſent not, but fly to 

hy Arms, O great and heavenly Parent. 
Let our Hearts, O Lord, be as a Temple 

pr Sanctuary for thy divine Spirit, that he 

Pay dwell in us and fill us with the Know- 

eire of all Truth; that we may be able to 


uppreſs all our evil Imaginations, all in- 
˖ Peinate Deſires, and to bring every 
„t to the Obedience of Chriſt : Thar, 
a fich a Faith unfeigned, a Hope that maketh 


ot aſhamed, and a Love of thee ſhed abroad 
our Hearts; that, with Ardency of De- 
bon, with Conſtancy and Patience in Tri- 
ation, with brotherly Love and Unity, 
© may have our Converſation in the World. 
And this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
Sen, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 


8 Prayer 
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i I 
We ->* 


A Prayer for Saturday-Evening. 


LORD our God, wonderful in ty! 
Operations, and abundant in Mercy 
the Children of Men; who favoureſt te 
Prayers of the Meek and Humble, %%%, 
eſt the Hungry with good Things, and on 
ſendeſt the Proud and the Rich empty ava 
We thy Servants now aſſembled together, g 
Leave to preſent our Evening-Oblations c 
Prayer and Praiſe to thy ſupreme Majeſh 
the great Rock whence we are hewn, d 
Hope, and our Fortreſs, the Horn alſa of or 
Salvation, and our Refuge in every Stor 
and Trouble of Life. I 

O Lord, deſpiſe not our broken and . 
trite Hearts, break not the bruiſed Reed, 
guench the ſmoaking Flax, but comfort or 
ſorrowful and dejected Souls, that daily fn 
ſuch Cauſe of Humiliation and Contrition; . 
doing thoſe Things which we ſhould 20 av 
leaving undone the Things which thou ha 
commanded. : 

O let us be truly humbled for our Mi 
deeds; and for thy Mercy's Sake, give 
better Aﬀections to the Duties which td 
requireſt of us; that it may be our Mea! av 
our Drink to do thy Will, O God, to 5 
thy Honour, and extol thy Name whilſt . 
live here, ſo that at the laſt we may bebe 
thy Face in Glory. 3 


ws. . 0 tnf} Sul a Se Es 


Hol 


PRIVATE DevoTions. 183 
= How dear are thy Connſels to thoſe who 
regard them? and in keeping thy Com- 
= mandments what great Reward? O guide us 
(FS with the one, aud knit our Hearts unto the 
ES other, that with more Freedom of Mind, and 
e Liberty of Will, we may ſerve thee in Righ- 
BS tcouſneſs and Holineſs all the Days of our Lives. 
we do not approach thy awful Preſence ex- 
i pecting any Juſtiſicatiuon from our own 
BS Yorks, but in the Worthineſs of thy bleſſed 
Son our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, we offer up 
our Devotions unto thee ; beſeeching thee 
au for lis Sake to forgive all the Errors and 
Imperfections of this our humble Offering, 
Wand to pardon thoſe Offences which are e- 
rough to ſeparate us from thee our God, and 
co make thee hide thy Face from us. 

Do thou, O Lord, caſt a Veil over our 
Prailties and Infirmities, when we devote 
Wourſclves to thee in Prayer and Thankſgi- 
eig; left our Unworthineſs to offer unto 
dee any Sacrifice, prevent its Succeſs, and call 
Wor the Exertion of thy Juſtice, whilſt we 
wait for the gracious Effects of thy glo- 
ous Attribute of Mercy. In many Things 
ge offend all; there are viſible Sins, ſecret 
Faults, Sins of Frailty, and Sins of Preſump- 
ien, which thou mayeſt lay to our Charge : 
Pit we pray thee, O kind and indulgent 
Wood, and Father of Mercies, to let that 
eier and Blood, which flow'd from the 
ed Side of our adorable Redeemer, be 
our 
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our expiatory Sacrifice, to cleanſe and hea] 
us from al Unrighteguſneſs. 
O ſatisfy our Souls with his merciful Re. 
demption, that, like the Eunuch inſtructed 
by thy holy Apoſtle, we may rejcice in the 
Knowledge of his Salvation; rejoice that his 
Wounds were for our Tranſgreſſious, and that 
his Bruiſes were for our Offences ; Let our 
Conſciences be perſuaded, that we are in 
the Number of thoſe Bleſſed, whole Iniquitie 
are forgiven, and their Sins covered, and that {ME 
thou art at Peace with us; and grant tha: 
in ſuch Faith and Hopes we may walk 
in the Paths of Righteouſneſs for thy Names 
Sake. | 7? 
We are now, by the Protection of thy 
never-failing Providence, arrived to the . 
Eve of that holy, that poyful Day, which, , 
from the Reſurrection of our Lord from | 
the Grave, is conſtituted our Chriſtion Sab- . 
bath. We have paſſed thro* the weekly Lays Wi? 
of our worldly Labour; have done what we Wi F 
had to do for the Maintenance of our na-. 
tural Bodies; grant, O Lord, that after a rc: Wl, 
freſhing and comfortable Repoſe, after tie 
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Reſt, which our Bodies and our Minds wc?- Bi 
ried with the Cares and Fatigues of Lit, BW 
require and ſtand in Need of, wwe may awake 
with Strength and Zeal to perform the great 
and ſpiritual Duties of 4% Day, and . 
bour tor the Meat which periſheth not. 

Lord, grant that we may ſpend the fhott 
Space that remaineth to us in a conſtant 


Prepa- 


cot our latter End, when Time ſhall be no 
more. 


| 4 of our Death will ſurely come; and that we 
are hourly ſubject to many Diſeaſes and Ac- 
Give us Grace, O Lord, in the Time of 
= Health to remember the Time of Sickneſs, 


which no Mortal can eſcape. 5 
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f Preparation for Eternity; and let the End of 
® our Days, Weeks and Years put us in Mind 


Make us, O Lord, to reflect that the Day 
cidents, which are the Antecedents to its 
Approach, and bring on our Diſſolution. 
Proſperity to think on Adverſity, and in 
and to prepare for that Hour of Death, 
Finally, O Lord, as thou haſt eſtabliſhed . 


* Government, and doſt maintain Order and Re- 
gularity, the Peace and Welfare of publick 


7 


= Socreties and private Perſons, by ſeveral 
= outward Means of thy Providence: As thou 
preſerveſt and ſupporteſt States and King- 
= doms by thoſe whom thou haſt made thy 
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and the Holy Spirit, be all Glory and Praiſe, 
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T TAVE I not offended thee, O Lord, 5 
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Superiors, with Humility to thoſe benears, 
us, and with an Eye in our ſeveral Stations 
and Callings to that great and ſolemn Account | 
which we muſt all make at Chris Judg: 
ment-deat. | . 
To whom with thee, O Father Almighty, | 


ago, ae: 1 
F 
e 


ry 
- ESE 
PR” 3s . 


World without End. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 


The CONCLUSION. 
'NRACE and Peace from God, and our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be with us thi Þ* 
Night, and for evermore. 
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A Form of Self Examination for Saturday- 
Evening at our Retirement in our privat t 
Devotions. - 


11 by impious and diſtruſtful Thougits, Wl 
by putting my Confidence in the Sons of 
Men, and neglecting thee, who art the gel 
Rock of my Hope and my Defence? 

H av x I not preſumed on thy Grace, and '' 
called daily for thy Mercy, without lcavi's Bn 
my Sins, or altering my vain and ungod Wa 
Courſe of Life ? 8 * 

H av I not neglected the Duties of ti] 7 q 
Church? Have I not abſented myſelf for 0 
very flight and trivial Reaſon, ſuch as "y 
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not have kept me from any worldly Friend, 
or from the Duties of my earthly Vocation ? 


Hav I not prophaned the Name of my 
„God by raſh Oaths and Imprecations? Or 

nave I not very wantonly uſed and taken 
„ © thy awful Name in vain, by whom the World 
„ was made, in whom we all live, and move, 


and have our Being? 

Hav I not been deceitful to ſome. Fel- 
low-Creature, or uncharitable in my Cen- 
ſures and Reproaches ? H Av I not note my 
Neigbbour ſecretly ? Have I not hearkened 
ut to Tale-bearers and malicious Perſons, to the 
s Detriment of my Neighbour ? Have I not 


— ©; 


| 32 


Its, =, 
1s 0 
great 


4 iſſion and Forgiveneſs of many Talents from 
= Hav I not been covetous and un- 

Perciful when Diſtreſs has been in my View? 
. 
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Hav E I been juſt in my Dealings, doing 
as I would be done by? H Av I ben 
humble with my Gains, and not proud and 
high-minded, ſcorning my Neighbour, be. 
cauſe reduced in Fortune, and not ſo ſuccet. Þ 
ful as myſelf? 

Have I never given any falſe Witneſ, 
and endeavoured to interrupt and prevet 
the Courſe of Juſtice ? 

H ave I prudently conducted myſelf to- 
wards my Family? Have I kept the 6 ſp 
lemn Obligations of Matrimony made nf 
thy Preſence ? 

Have I brought up my Children in tie 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, cot. 
rected, and diſcouraged them in their ear 
Proneneſs to Evil? Have I not miſtake 
Fondneſs for Affection? Have I taken a 
much Pains to cloath their Minds as to . 
dorn their Bodies? H av I endeavoured to 
give them the Cloathing of Humility, taugit 
them the Fear of God, and trained them up 
in the Way they ſhould go, and which when ol 
they will not depart from? 5 
Have I been contented in my Statio 
and ſet my Aſffections more on Things aw 
than on Things in the Earth? 3 
Have I not been envious at the Prop 
rity of others, been a Sabbath-Breaker, 0 
Tranſgreſſor of God's Commands? I 
nnot been impatient in Affliction ? Has 
ot been a Lover of Pleaſure more than G0 


HavE I not thought and ſpoke. free! f 


Te: 
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Waivine Truths? Have not I ridiculed 
Things of a ſacred and ſpiritual Nature. 
11 H ave I not diſhonour'd Chriſt's Religion 
and his holy Ordinances by my private Life 
Zand Converſation ? H ave I brought forth 
Ithe Fruits of the Spirit? Have I not ſe- 
Ecretly or openly offended my God, and pro- 
; teſſing myſelf a Chriſtian, have 1 "Iived as it 
"W cone. the Geſpel of Chriſt ? 


FX OLonrp, I have ſinned, and done wicked- 
h, cainſt thee only have I done this Evil in 
i Eby Sight. 

Ei 3-91 be merciful to me a Sinner. [ This to 
be repeated, whenever we find ourſelves 
guilty of any Sin in the foregoing Self- exa- 
mination.] 


1— —— 
ä 


1. 


Jn F art of the 3 1ſt Plalm, compoſed by David 
yok W when the Prophet Nathan had been with 
nul bim after his Crimes of Adultery and Mur- 


| der. 


| [AVE Mercy upon me, O God, ac- 
0" WT 1 cording to thy Loving-Kindnefs, put 
way mine Offences. 
Wam me thoroughly from my Wicked- 
Feb, and cleanſe me from my Sins. 
| acknowledge my Tranſgreſſion, and 
ny Sin is ever before me: 
Make me a clean Heart, O God, and 
ec 2 right Spirit Within me. 

Caſt 
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Caſt me not away from thy Preſence, and 
take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
RNeſtore me to the Joy of thy Salvation, 
and eftablifi me with thy free Spirit; then 
ſhall I teach thy Ways unto the Wicked, 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee. 

The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spi- 
rit; a broken and a contrite Heart, O Lord, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. 


X. 


IL. ORD, I beſeech thee mercifully to 
hear my Prayer, and ſpare me who 
now confeſs my Sins unto thee ; that I whoſe 
Conſcience by Sin is accuſed, by thy merci 
ful Pardon may be ablolved, through 7e 
Chriſt > For his Sake, O Lord, have Mercy 
upon me, and melt my frozen Heart, that! 
may ſee my Errors, and turn to thee, who 
art the Truth, the Way, and the Life. Grant 
O Lord, that I may caſt off the Wark 
Darkneſs, put on the Armour of Light, and 
ſo finiſh my Courſe, that I may finally fe. 
ceive that Crown of Life promiſed to thut 
who are faithful uuto Death. | 
This I humbly beg, through his Merit, 
who gave himſelf for us, Feſus Chriſt the 
righteous : To whom, with Thee, O Father 
and the Divine Spirit, be all Honour and 
Glory this Night, and for evermore. 


The 
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Ihe Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
he Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore. Amen. 


TT is much to be wiſh'd that Chri- 
ſtians would always ſet apart the 
EF vcning before the Lord's Day to examine 
Wnt their ſpiritual State, and prepare for 
be Celebration of that high Feſtival : but 
Br this World of Trouble and Incumbrance, 
W unhappily falls out, that Saturday-Night 
W the moſt buſy Time in the whole Week. 
I have no Deſign to cenſure a becoming 
Kare and Diligence in our reſpechive 
Killings; for Works of Charity and 
(Neceſſity are to be performed even on the 
pabbath itſelf. The Payment of Workmen, 
nd many other Attendances in cur Station 
% Profeſſion cannot, perhaps, be avoided, 
W1toout [ome Prejudice to our Credit, or 
amilies, which an honeſt Man, and good 
Phriſtian, 2071] aſways make it his Study to 
reſerve, and provide for. 
| What I would willingly refify in the 
auf? of Men, is ſpending the Remainder 
the Evening after ſuch Buſineſs is over, 
Manner rather indiſpoſing than help- 
8 us to keep the Sabbath-Day holy. Tig 


a 
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a difficult Matter for the moſt deu 
Chriſtians fo ſuppreſs thoſe worldly ni 
wandering Thoughts, which ſwarm ai 
croud in upon the Mind on that Holy Day, 3 
and in the Hours of divine Service, du 
bro are they forwarded and promoted 911 
the Manner of ſpending the foregoing Eu. 
ing? Whenall its Gaieties or Diverfions/aſ Y 
in a Sort of Review before us; take Place 
cur ſpiritualThoughts, andgreatlyhinder th | © 
ſolemn Buſineſs and Attention of the Do,. 

1f this is not the Caſe, we are drouſ BY 

and heavy with that Intemperance «wv W* 
Should be always avoided, and efpecialy WY 
the Night preceding the ſpiritual and in 

portant Work of the Sabbath, which r. 
quires an Exerciſe of our Faculties i 
their greateſt Order and Reclitude. . 

Decency of Habit is never more neceſani 
and becoming than when Wwe wait upon tif 

Lerdour God, andin Prayer and devout (f. 
ces of Religion hold an honourable Carver: 
with the King of Heaven; but vat 1 

zen with great Concern by thoſe bo ui, 
well to the Souls of Men, 1s the great 

Defire to ſhew the fine Apparel of the b-yi 
dy, and to outſhine their Neighovurs "i 
Dreſs, than to prepare the Heart, in kt F 
to hjt it up acceptably and ſucceisruliy "Wall 


God, who requires it to be whole * 1 
e wa. 
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in, If I regard Iniquity in my H 
/ %s David, the Lord will not hear me; 
and if Pride ſhould maintain any Place or 
sat there, when we are to bow and humble 
i FF cur ſelves before the moſt high Being that 
| indbabitetb Eternity, how may it ſeparate 
„between us and our God, and make him 
hide his Face from us. 
De Way to rectiſy all theſe Miſtakes 7s 
| Bro reflect ſeriouſly on the Nature of the 
abbath; 7 conſider how wungrateful it 
$:oould be (had there been no Command) not 
e make an Offering to him of ſome Part of 
ur Time, and to dedicate ONE Day to 
Wim, without letting any Buſineſs or Plea- 
re ire inter fere, who has given us ſo many 
ü Days jor our worldly Offices, and is the 
Huter of our Being, and every Thing ae 
hh But fo remember the Sabbath- 
ay to keep it holy, is the divine and 
Cr %ide Command of God; and which, as 
e moral Equity and Subſtance of 


vr: 
e Duty, has remained inviolable in the 


1 12707008 
ate Te ceremonial and typical Part, with 
. Ceremonies and Types, ceaſed at the 
Se of Chriſt, aud in the Words of a 
IS nt Ar FATHER, were buried in the 
ily RE /:/chre woith our Lord, The Law is 
Wl K : called 
60.18 | 
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led a Shadow of Things to come 
og. Type gives way. to the Ante-tyjr, 
and in no other Reſpect, than as to the 
moral Part and Intention thereof, 1 
#vat Command to the Jews and the Piſte. 
rity of Abraham, binding to the Chriſtin 
World; and that remains, and is of fer. 
petual Continuance and Uſage ty lM 
Chriſtians, Under the Goſpel OEcanam 
one Day in ſeven is ſanctified and en. . 
Ployed in Acts of Religion and divine M.. 
ditations and Prayers, in retiring ft 
847 daily Bufineſs and Labour, and albu. 
ing hikewiſe a Reſt to all Servants, af 
Cattle, that they may reap fome Ben 
from this Day of Thankſgiving to Gol ji 
his creating, and alſo his redeeming Gra. 

The original Sabbath repreſented the . 
tracrdinary * Repoſe of the Chriſt: 
World, the gloricus Accompliſhment g i: 
Werk of Gcd's merciful Redeniftion, ii 
reſtoring to Life eternal what his creatil 
Power had raiſed at firſt to Motion a 
Being; St. Paul tells us, the Sabbat. 
Days were Shadows of Things to co 
buc the Body is of Chriſt. Our bl 
Savicur is called in another Place, the Li 


* D' Aſfery on the Chriftian Sabbath. 
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br the Law; and in another Place, the 
Prieſthood being changed, there is made 
pf Neceſſity a CHANGE in the Law. 

Je Day from the ſeventh to the firſt 
Day of the Week receives its Change from, 
end in Honour to Chriſt, who is proclaimed 
Je Lord alſo of the Sabbath, who was 
| Ke God of the Old Teſtament as of 
e New, whoſe own Law the original 
„abbath was ; nor had the Apoſtles, who 
died by divine Inſpiration, been permitted 
Y keep any other Day as the Sabbath, un- 
.it had been the Will of the very God 
very God, to whom all Authority and 
jt WF ower 75 committed; in whoſe Church 
e Day of his glorious Reſurrection, and 
ar rifing with him to Life immortal, is 
ved, and Rept holy; and which has 
fu 7% mony of Scriptare, the Practice of 
F Abeſtles, and all the primitive Chriſti- 
1, 10s 2:4 Fathers to enforce it. * | 

ating 23 2 1 


bath et him that loveth Chriſt celebrate the 
com Por: [enatin's 
mT Civiſtian Men may not judaize, but give their 
15 nour of Celebration to the Lord's Day. 29th. Canon 
e E 
8 


the Council of Laodicen. | 
Juſtin Martyr expreſsly declares, that the Chri- 
Wo Alemblics were on Sundays, Ty Te Haw 


, interpreted by Tertullian, Die Solis, 


The 


176 PRIVATE DEvoTI1ONs. 


If is the Day which our dear Redeemer 
who 1s likewiſe cur Lord and our Go 
bas hallowed and ſanctified, and wherij 


he calls for cur Devotions. It is the DS 
wherein we gratefully commemorag tir ; 
Viclory from the Grave; it is the DS 


which the Lord has made, and where 
we ſhould rejoice, and be glad. This D 
aſſured us of the bleſſed State of a rai 
Body, di veſted of all corrupt and grit 
Materials, and conſequently f the Peu 
and Reconciliation of fallen Man «th H 
RE: 4 
On this Day the Apoſtles met togeth Wt: 
in holy Exerciſes, and were happy in ue 
Lord's Appearance to them; 77 had H 
Arp 


The Lord's Day, by the Reſurrection of Chi 
was declared to be the Chriſtian's Day, and iro 
that Day it began to be celebrated as the Chriſti 
| Feſtival, St. Au EN. | 

It is the Day the Law was given on Mount 3-8 
nai, and is the Day on which the Divine Spirit de 
ſcended to give a new Law to the Church. GB, 
We are bound to account the Sanctificaton "Wl 

one Day in ſeven, a Duty which God's immutz* 
Law doth exact for ever; and altho' the Dif" 
changed, in Regard of a new Revolution begin "Ml 
Chrift, yet the ſame Proportion of Time cont uh 
eth which was before. by Way of a perpetual | 
mage, never to be diſpenſed withal, nor remit E 
| | Hooks R's Ecce. Pail = 


K 


a miraculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Gift of Tongues t the Apoſtles, 
1 if to preach fe Goſpel on this Dax 
all Nations. 

bo that, upon the moral Juſtice and 
Neceffity of the Fourth Commandment, 


and upon Evangelical Inſtitution, as God's 


People have done in all Ages, wwe are to 
remember the Chriſtian Sabbath 20 Keep it 
u e; to aſſemble together after the Apoſto- 
ical Cuſtom, and honour te bleſſed Name 
the (ef the Lord. 
Let us then retire on Saturday-even- 
H ings, as ſcon as the neceſſary Offices of Life 
1 vill permit, to prepare and fut our Minds 
iFrame ts attend the holy Sanfuary ; and, 
Worth a ſincere aud unaffefted Devotion, 
ct with the Form alone, but Power of 
Woodlineſs, 70 perform 46 ſpiritual and 
unt boy Duties of the Sabbath. | 
ice Let not that Day be abuſed and pro- 
ed by Drunkenneſs and Intempe- 
ut ence; but, after à conſtant Attendance 
Du Divine Service, and behaving with 


bout for ever, let your own Heuſe be a 
e rt of little Church for private Devoti- 
Ping "ns ana holy and ſpiritual Converſation. 
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Approbation and Sanctity of Heaven by. 


eo that Holineſs which becometh God's 
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amine and prepare yourſelves fer, tu 


178 PRIVATE DEvoTIONs. 
Be neither Followers of your ordinur. 
Callings in vending Goods, nge 0 i. 
proper Pleaſures and Recreations, vid! 
ercafion a Receſs from the Duties of tf 
Sabbath, and unbend our Minds fru 
Things of a retigious Nature. _— 

Breaking the Sabbath has been fr. 
ductive of great Shame and Miſery; lu 
been confeſſed by the Mouths of poor . 
firing Malefattors to be the Original au 
Spring of all their Misfortunes. 3 

As I have obſerved, Gcd, with whon Wi 
are the Iſſues of Life, 7s graciouſly pi 
10 pre ſer ve us fix Days To Do WHAT 
WE HAVE TO Do; and though there at 
many Accidents to cut us Fin the Mall | 
and ſhew his Reſentment of our njuriiu 
Treatment of him in the Profanation 
his Sabbath; yet he mercifully prote6i 
us; let us then no more offend ſuch C 
neſs, but chearfully and devoutly ſert i 


him; and let me exhort you t0 . 


you may ſo keep this Day, as to ſec : 
fo yourſelves the glorious and ever F 
Reſt which remains for the People "i 
God. bs 
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1 

Vantſgiving after any remarkable Succeſs or 
a 7 Promotion. | : | 
= LORD, thou truely great and infinite 
I Sovereign of the World, God bleſſed 
& for ever; with an humble Adoration of thy 
e Wildom and Goodneſs, I acknowledge all 


my Actions and Managements, Endcavonis 
a and Accompliſhments to be perpetually fi. 
perintended and influenced by thy almighty 
on and particular Providence; and therefore 
not unto me, but unto thy holy Name be the 
ar {22 Pratie and Glory of this thy Favour and Mer- 
eto me. ¶ Here name the particular.) 
2 . O Lord, let it be a Bleſſing, and no Inſeli- 
city to me, by any wrong Uſe or Mitapplica- 
tion thereof; let not what might have been 
for my Wealth, be unto me an Occefien of 
Falling, but give me Grace to receive it 
with Humility, and Thankfulneſs to thte my 
Cod, from whom every good and perfecs Gift 
WE cometh, that I may uſe it as not abuſing it, 
nd poſſeſs as though I poſſeſſed not. 
Grant, O Lord, that this thy Goedneſs and 
Favour to me may double my Diligence in 
thy Service, that I may be always ſenſible 
of the great Fountain whence every Stream 
ot Happineſs lows to thy Creatures, and never 
deſcrve the Cenſure of the Nine Lepers in the 
Wy Copel, who never returned to give Praiſe 
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to thy Religion, and that my good Othe:s, 
Charity and Compafſion to thoſe that ſtand 
in Need of my Help and Aſſiſtance, may 
be more extended. Be pleaſed, O Lord, 25 
thou raiſeſt me in this Life, to make me 
more exemplary, pious, and virtuous, and 
not to ute the good Things of thy Provi- 
dence, as Fuel] to feed my Luſts and Paſ 
lions; but as my Condition of Life grows 
more eaſy and affluent, let thoſe who are 
bexeath me be the better for, and ſhare ſome 
Benefit and Comfort from my Advance- 
ment. 

Give thy Bleſſing and divine Favour to 
my Benefactors, the Inſtruments of thy Pro- 
videnee in this Particular; reward them, 0 
Lord, ſeven fold into their Boſom, and grant 
that after imitating thy bleſſed Son here on 
Earth, in going about doing Good, feeding ile 
Hungry, and in other Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues, they and we may all meet together 
in his heavenly Kingdom, through the lame 
adorable Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


1 & - — 


1 


AJ Prayer fer an Orphan upon his coming d 
Age, and to a good Fortume. 

\ Faruzs, of Mercies and God of al 
Comforts, who haſt taught vs in th 


1 Cl 


Grant, O Lord, that the further wy 
Power and Ability reach, the more Glory 
may be given by me to thy great Name and | 
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| holy Word, that W:/dom is good with an In- 
* beritance, and haſt given many excellent 
Charges and Directions to thoſe who are 
rich in this World; Keep me from the Rocks 
and dangerous Deluſions which attend a 
good Fortune, that I may not be full and 
deny thee, Saying who is the Lord; or becauſe 
l may be in Authority, having Servants under 
ne, and can ſay to one go, and be poeth ; 
and to another come, and he cometh, forget 
my Dependence on thee, from whom 1 
teceived my Life and all my Enjoyments, 
and who, when angry, all cur Days are gone, 
and we bring our Zears to an End, ae it were 
a Tale that is told. 

How can I expreſs my thankful Senſe of 
thy Mercy, in bringing me to Manhood, 


- tiro' that weak and feeble State of Child- 
0 WF hood; in which, by looſing with my Pa- 
nt rents, my natural Defence and Support, I 
on vas liable to many Wrongs and Impoſitions : 
e But how do my Obligations increaſe to thy 
nd great and good Providence, when I think 


upon my Eſcape from many of the Temp- 
| tations to Vice, the glittering Decoys to 
Lin, which in my Youth did beſet, and very 
| powerfully aſſault me? What, but thy Al-. 
mighty and influencing Grace, can make 
7 of Ls, like young Jeſepb, reſiſt the deluſive Arts 
ot Iniquity, when Reaſon is in its weak 

1 Dawn, and our Paſſions join with and fa- 

„our, their Attempts, | 


S 3 > O let 


ED: 
#6) 1 
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angry haſt put down the Mighty from their Seats; 
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4 a Flower, at thy Word muſt flee fron f 


BY 


O let the Mercy of thy reſtraining Grace 
be fixed in my Heart, and produce thoſe i 
grateful Returns of Praiſe and acknowledg- 
ment, which, above all Things, are due 10 
thee, for thy ſpiritual Helps and Aſſiſtance 
in that State of Frailty and Incaution. 

Thou art all-ſuficient, O Lord, and de- 
lighteſt in the Welfare and Happineſs of 
thy Servants; but, O gracious Father, the 
proud and rebellious Spirit of corrupt Na. 
ture 1s ſtill prevalent within us, we are apt 
to preſume upon the Favours of thy Provi- 
dence, and to diſobey and run counter to thy 
Will and Commandments, in a high Station, 


Our Misfortune is ſo great, that the 0. 


thou giveſt, the leſs thou receiveſt from us; 
we ſeem to forget that it is neither from the 
Eaft, nor the Weſt, nor yet from the South 
that our Promotion cometh, that thou pulte) 
down one and ſetięſt up another. We ar 
proud and ſelf- ſufficient, and glory in our 
Fortunes as if proceeding meerly from our. 
ſelves, and no Hand of Providence concerned 
therein; but do thou, O Lord, aſſiſt me with 
thy Grace to know and ſerve thee, who when 


who didit turn the mighty Monarch of Batyisn 
with the Beaſts that periſh, and dipoſſeſt hin 
of Empire, his Throne, and exalted Station, 
when he lifted up his Heart againſt thee. 

O Lord, we come up in the World c 


If $$ 


| Seaſon to thoſe at thy Right-hand for 
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as it were a Shadow, and with all our Power 
and Poſſeſſions cannot continue a Moment, 
when thy irrevocable Order of Diſſolution is 
paſſed againſt us. O give me, Lord, the 
Wiſdom to ſhun and deſpiſe the flecting Va- 
nities of the World; to know that I came 
from Duſt and to Duſt muſt return; that 
the Courſe of my Life is like a Mater that 
ſpends itſelf in running; that I muſt enter in- 
to a ſtrict and ſolemn Account of my Ac- 
tions; and that where much is given, much is 
required. 


Let h Mord, O Lord, be my Medi- 


lation, and let me make much of thy Law : 


Let me enjoy the greateſt Bleſſing in this 
State of Nature, a contented Mind, and an 


unaccuſing Conſcience. Let not the World 
= careſs and applaud, and my own Heart re- 
bac me; and next to the Knowledge of 
bee, my God, give me the uſeful Know- 
We {pe of mm/elf;, increafe my Faith, and my 


Love of thee, who haſt redeemed me to a 


better Condition than any worldly Fortune 
can raiſe me to. Grant, O Lord, that, in all 
the Changes and Chances of Life, I may never 
part with myReligion, nor Joſe thee, my God; 
y but live all the Days of my appoint ed Time in 
a dutiful Regard to thy Teſtimonies, in thy 
Fear and Favour, and in the Eſteem of all 
Food Men; that I may meet my great Change 
g it Chriſtian Courage and Chearfulneſs, and 


d it a Tranſlation from Pleaſures for 4 
EVET < 
more. 
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more. And this I humbly beg, for the Sake, 
and through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. men. 1 5 . 


pe EEE 


8 * * 


* 


A Prayer for Contentment and Reſignation ty 


the Will of God. 


_ Gop, who haſt promiſed to them that 
ſeek thy Kingdom and the Righteouſne(; 
thereof, all Things neceſſary to their bodih 
Suſtenance; feed us, we beſeech thee, with 
Food convenient for us; and having Meat 15 


eat, and Raiment to put on, let us be therewith 


content. Whatever, O Great Diſpoler of 
all Things, thou fhalt be pleaſed to order in 
Relation to our Condition, whether 77 be to 
ebound, or io ſuffer Need, give us Grace to 
be always thanktul. If Rzchvs increaſe, grant 
that we may not ſet our Hearts upon them 


and if Poverty take hold of us, let us ab 


ways remember, that a Man's Life conſjjictb 


not in the Abundance of thoſe Things which ht 


poſſeſſeth, and that Godlineſs with Content ment 
is great Gain. Help us to caſt all our Cars 
upon thee, knowing that thou careſt for u,; 
let our Converſation be without Covetouſneſs, 
and let as be content with ſuch Things as ue 
have, knowing that thou haſt ſaid, Iwill never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. | 

We are ſenſible, O Lord, that thou doſt nt 
willingly afflie} the Children of Men, bui go 

ee ou 
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* 

25 


OY Re Rr rs JI Wn Oey "ae 
REA: IE RF o 1 8 r 


; OccasIonaL DevoTions, 185 


bY out of very Faithfulneſs thou doſt cauſe us to be 
2 troubled; and that all Things vork together 
sr Good to them that love thee; O give us 
Grace to humble ourſeFves under thy mighty 
Hand, and in Patience to poſſeſs our Souls; 
I'S that our light Affliction, which is but for a 
Moment, may work out for us a far more ex- 
2 ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. Let us 
not be moved from our Stedfaſtneſs in thy 
Faith by our Troubles, ſince we know that we 
are appointed thereunto ; and that, if we bear 
the Croſs, we ſhall in the End be Inheritors 
of the Crewn of Glory, which fadeth not 
PZ way. O thou who knoweſt our Frame, and 
remembereſt that we are but Duſt, comfort us 
fi all our Sorrows, and in thy good Time 


8 
1 
2 
7 


Go Db, who from the Beginning of the 
World ſaw, that it was not goed for Man 
Wo be alone, and didſt therefore create an Help 


n {bring us out of them, through the Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. 

0 | 

; A A Prayer for married Perſons. 

þ $ 


re Pe! for bim; we deſire to bleſs thy holy 
me, for joining us together in the holy 
ſs, ate of Matrimony, and making us happy 
we n each other, O God of Love, give us 
thy Grace, that no Rancour, nor Diſcord, 
4 % Wrath, nor ſinful Paſſion may ever di- 


arb our Peace. Keep our Tongues from 
oll, and our Lips from ſpeaking Guile : Let 
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abſolute Obligation which lies upon all Men, 
8 crocked and perverſe Generation, amoi 


at thy Right-hand for evermore, throug) 
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us be to each other peaceable, gentle, and wu; 
tobe intreated; overlooking each other's Infrr- 
mities, bearing one another's Burdens, ond ſi 
fulfilling the Law of Chriſt. And as we Tat 
are, by thine Appointment, made bat on 
Fleſh; ſo let us be of one Heart, and one Soul 

Give us ſympathizing Minds, rejoicing when 
the one doth rejoice, and weeping when the other 
doth weep. Comfort us in all our Tribulation, 
that we may be able to comfort one another 
in Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith each of 
us 7s comforted of God. Grant, O Lord, that 
we may go hand in hand, during the Timeot 
our Pilgrimage, in the Way that leadeth unto 
eternal Lite. Keep us not only from Evil, bu 
from the very Appearance ef it; and ſuffer s 
not, by any light Speech, or any inadvertent 
Action, to give a Handle to thoſe about 
us to think ſlightly of thy Laws, and of the 


"TR 
IR & 
Ea 


to obſerve them with the greateſt Exact 
neſs : But make us to proveke each other 10 
Love and to good Works, ſo as we may be itt 
Children of God withcut Rebuke in the mid 


ich we may ſhine as Lights in the Wirk; 
that, having been faithful to thee, and to each 


other here below, we may, in thy good Time, 
be admitted to thoſe celeſtial Joys which att 


Jeſus Chriſt, &c. | 
A Prot 


100 
ld; 
ach 
Mme, 
Ale 
ugl 


rayer 
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A Prayer for married Perſons, in. Bebalf of 


their | young | Children. 


Go p, who giveſt Children, and the Fruit 
of the Womb, as an Heritage and Gift 
that cometh from thee, receive our heartieſt 


4 Thanks for the dear little Ones thou haſt gra- 


cieuſſy given to thy Servants. O let not theſe 
Bleſſings, thro* any wiltul Fault, or thro? 


any Negligence of ours, be turned into a 
Curſe: Give us Grace to rain them up in the 
May that they ſhould go, that when they are 
= old they may not depart from it: Preſerve 
them, by thy good Spirit, from bad Ex- 
amples, from evil Company, from the Cor- 
ruplion that is in the World, thro' the Luſt of 
= the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride 
= of Life; and make them t grow in Wiſdom, 
43 in Stature, and in Favour with God and 
Man. — O Thou, who haſt been our God, 
and graciou 
nere unable to provide for ourſelves, be thou 
be Cod alſo of our Children: Enable us to 
provide for them in the moſt prudent Man- 
ner, and bleſs our Endeavours, if it be thy 
bleſſed Will, for that Purpoſe. 
ever be their outward Condition in this Life, 
make them rich in Faith, and in good Works, 
8 1d Heirs of thy heavenly Kingdom; through 
Jaeſus Chriſt our Lord. L. 


[ty took care of us, when we 


But, what- 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer in Time of War. 
ALMIGHTY GOD, the Sovereign 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, look doyn 
upon us, who are now engaged in a juſt and 
neceflary War. We muſt confeſs, with 
Shame and Confuſion of Face, that waſt thou 
to deal with us after our Sins, or reward 1; 


after our Iniquities, we ſhould long fince 3 


have been conſumed : Our Offences are gone u 
zo Heaven, and our Miſdeeds are multipl:- 
ed; for, ſurely, no People have been bleſſed 
with more Favours, and have made more 
unworthy Returns than we have; and it is, be. 
cauſe thy Compaſſions fail not, that we have 
not been delivered to Deſtruction. But 
yet it is an Inſtance of thy juſt Wrath 2. 
gainſt us, that ſo many have been ſlain with 
the Sword, and that we have ſtill Enemies to 
contend with. . 
When thy Judgments are in the Earth, i 
the Inhabitants thereof learn Righteouſneſs. 18 
us not {in this ſolemn Day of Humiliation 
and faſting] mock thee by an hypocritical 
Shew of Religion, nor by retaining our Sim 
affront thy great and terrible Majeſty ; but 
let every one of us look narrowly into | 
own Conſcience, and drive from thence e. 
very Sin, and every accurſed Thing, which 
more or leſs contributes to the blaſting all 


— 


our Deſigns in the juſt War wherein we ae 


engaged. Let us return unto thee, by a de] 
| | Sorron 
2 To be added on publick Faſt-days. 
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Sorrow for our Sins paſt, and a full Pur- 
2 poſe of Amendment of Life, and then ſhall 
de not fear what Fleſh can do unto us; thou 
in I. ſhalt deliver us from our Enemies, and put them 
d Confuſion that hate us. O Lord hear, C 
ith Þ Lord, forgive; let thine Anger ceaſe from us, 
o Þ and look down upon us with Favour, when 
us | Ce cry unto thee, through Feſus Chriſt our 


Lord. 


o 
pd 


, 


Another Prayer on the ſame Occaſion. 


0 Do of Love, and Prince of Peace, 

O who breakeſt the Bow, and knappeſt the 
Spear aſunder, We humbly implore thy Grace 
But and Favour, that Var, in thy good Time, may 
1 4 | ceaſe in all the World, and that thou mayeſt in- 
with Spire Chriſtians to ſeek Peace. and enſue it. 
te Incline all Princes to follow the Things that 

ale for it; to hearken to reaſonable Terms 
pt Reconciliation, and let not our Religion 
be any longer in Reproach to Infidels by our 
unnatural devouring one another. But, if 
tat End cannot be obtained by gentle 
Sim b ans, O God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, 
, but e helf, thou Fudze of the World. Ne- 
pd the Proud after their Deſervings. Scat- 
„e People that delight in Mar. Let the 
BY ckedneſs of the Wicked come to an End, but 


[3 thou ejrabliſh the Fuſt. Give our Enemies 
ve a ebentance, and better Minds; and, in thy 
deep de Lime, remove us to thoſe bleſſed Man- 
orron ens, Where there will be no War, nor any 


Kind 
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Leepeſi not the City, and the Kingdom, th Wi 


dy Hopes of all the Ends of ihe Earth ; and 
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Kind of Diſcord, but all ſhall be Peace i 
Love: Grant this, O merciful Feſus, eve 
for thine own Merit's Sake. Amen. 
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Another Prayer in Time of ar. 
Extracted from a publick Form in Rin 
CHARLES Ihe Second's Time, Anno 1672, 


\ ALmiGnuTyY GO b, and our moſt 
gracious Father, the Sovereign Rule 


of all the World, in whoſe Hand is Pow: | ® 


3 
and Might, which none is able to withſtand: Þ 
Thou art the Lord of Hoſts, the Cod of l. 
tels, and Strength of all Nations; if tho! 
Watchman waketh but in vain; nor can Vi- 
tory wait upon the juſteſt Deſigns, 11 We 
the wifcſt Councils, upon the ſtrong . 
mies, unleſs thou feacheſt their lands le u 
and their Fingers te fight. Ihou art the fte. 


of them which remain in the broad Vi 
Go forth, we humbly beſeech thee, at ti 
Time, by thy more eſpecial Aſſiſtance wit 
-=y Naval and Land-forces, and bleſs tix 
all. 3 
In all their Councils let Wiſdom lead then; Way 
in all their Enterprizes Courage aſſiſt them, 
and thy Bleſſing every-where crown them $1 
with Victory and good- Succeſs ; that q 7 


there may accrue Honour to our So © 
aret! 2 
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Safety and Strength to his Kingdoms; and 
to all his Subjects Plenty and Proſperity, 
and a laſting Peace. And finally, that by 
chele, and all thy Mercies, we may be {till 
more engaged to a true and real Thankful- 
neſs to thee our God, ſuch as may appear 
in our Lives, by an humble, holy, and obedi- 
ent Walking before thee all gur Days. Grant 
+ this, O merciful Father, for thy Son Feſus 
Cbriſt his Sake. Amen. 


1 

II 4 c RPO Lv is i. 
1 | 

ml A Prayer for an Apprentice. 

my „ 5 

hon () BLES £D and infinitely gracious Lord 
"mM God, who haſt ordered all Things in a 
Vie wonderful Manner, and called us to ſeveral 


FScations and Employments, to ſerve ourſelves 
4- {5 and our Generation; I worſhip and magnify 
6, thy great Name for the Opportunity thou 
ſte bhaſt given me to labour to get my own Liv- 
ning, in learning the Art and Myſtery of 
that Trade to which I am now bound. 

Do thou give me, O Lord, a proper Hu- 
BB mility of Mind to ſubmit myſelt to the Or- 
ders and Directions of the Maſter thou haſt been 
pleaſed to ſer over me; and, without any Un- 
Wy calineſineſs of Temper, or Sullenneſs of Be- 
bavicur towards him, teach me to do unto 
him as in his Caſe I ſhould be willing my 
WF >crvant ſhould 4s unto me. 


Grant. 
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Grant, O Lord, that I may not be ſloth- 
ful, nor unfaithful in his Buſineſs, nor offen- 
ſive, nor provoking in my Language and 
Expreſſions ; but behave myſelf lowly and 
reſpectfully to him, and thoſe that belong to 
him ; that I may be no Inſtrument of any 
Diſturbance or Uneaſineſs in his Houſe, but 
{ſerve and promote the Benefit of the Whole 
Family, by behaving induſtriouſly and ſo- 
berly in my Part and Province. 

Give me Grace, O Lord, to anſwer the 
Hopes and Expectations of thoſe kind 
Friends and Relations who with my Happi- 
neſs, and have placed me with ſuch Intent in 
this Trade and Profeſſion ; that I may not 
forfeit my Character, nor be led and in- 
ticed into Evil, but be a Credit to my 
Friends, and in Favour with God and May, 
by the Integrity of my Life and Converſa- 
tion. Grant, O Lord, that I may come into 
the World as a Maſter with Eſteem and 
Reputation, by my honeſt and juſt Deport- 
ment in the Time of my Apprenticeſhip. 
Grant, O Lord, that on thy holy Sab- 
bath, wherein thou haſt been pleaſed to or- 
der all Servants, Strangers, and even Cattit 
within our Gates, to reſt from their La- 
bours, I may attend the divine Service of 
thy Church, and remember to keep it holy; 
not breaking it by any idle Receſſes, nor 
any improper and irreligious Pleaſures and 
Recreations. Let my Delight be is % 


Commandments, who art the God of my Lif. 7 
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Examples, but reſiſt all Temptations to the 
too prevailing Vices of Youth ; that I may 
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and my Salvation; and let thy Grace ſo pre- 
vent and follow me, that I may be chaſte 
and virtuous, and be corrupted by no ill 


be true and juſt in all my Dealings, keeping 
my Hands from picking and ſtealing, my Body 
in Temperance, and my Tongue from Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, Lying, and Slandering; and that 1 may 
do my Duty in that State of Life, unto which 
it has pleaſed thee, O Lord, to call me. 

Grant I may worſhip, ſerve, and obey thee, 
as I ought to do; and 1 humbly pray unto 
thee, O God, to ſend me all Things that be 
needful both for my Soul and Body, to defend 
me from all Dangers ſpiritual and temporal : 
But above all, from the Danger of Sin and 
everlaſting Death: That in thy Fear, and 
with thy Favour, I may ſerve this my 
appointed Time, and reap the Reward of 
my honeft and pious Labours both here and 
hereafter ; that when Time ſhall be no more, 
and we are all to account for our reſpec- 
tive Services of thee and our Neighbours, 
I may receive the happy Sentence of thy 
Goſpel, Well done, good and faithſul Ser- 
vant, enter into the 75 of thy Lord. 

And this I beg in the Name, and through 


the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen. | 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for a young ſingle Man. 


Loxp, my God, the heavenly Guide 
and Preſerver of Youth and Age, I 
humbly beg the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace in 
this dangerous Seaſon of my Life, that 1 
may not abuſe the preſent Health and Strength 
of Conſtitution, which thou haſt been plea- 
{ed to give me, and make my Bed in the Dart- 
neſs by youthful Vices and Follies. I know, 
O Lord, that for one ſinful Pleaſure there are 
many Griefs and Anxieties; that Sin is hate- 
ful in thy Sight, provoking thy Wrath and 
Judgments, and that Repentance is not al- 
ways in our Power, but, like other Graces, 
comes from thee the Author and Giver of all 
good Things, and may not be vouchlaicd 


to wilful Offenders. 


Thou haſt taught us, by thy holy Apoſtle, 
to glorify thee in our Bop IES and in our 
SPIRITS which ARE GO PD's. How baſk 
and unworthy is it to give the beſt of our 
Days to the World, and to our great Ad- 
verſary; and to offer thee our Services and 
Devotions in the Decline and Infirmities of 
our Lite. If ye offer the Blind for Sacrifice, 
is it not Evil? Or the Sick, or the Lame, is ii 
not Evil? Offer it now unto thy Prince, will be 
pleaſed with thee, or accept thy Perſon, ſays 
be Lord of Hoſts. O let me ſeek and ſerve 

- thee early, and imitate the young Perlons 
mentioned by thy Apoſtle, who _ —— 
| ecaule 
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becauſe thy Word was in their Hearts. Pre- 
ſerve me, O Lord, from the Deluſions of 
Sinners, whoſe eaſy Prey is a ſoft and ten- 
ger Diſpoſition, and who take a wicked Ad- 
vantage of all Mildneſs and Compliance of 
our Tempers. | EI 
In a particular Manner, O Lord, I ask, 
and humbly ſupplicate thy divine Aid and 
© Aſſiſtance, when the Time ſhall come of 
changing my Condition in the holy Eſtate of 
* Matrimony, grant that the Perſon to whom 
thy Providence ſhall aſſign me may be a 
* Child of God, have the Riches of Grace, and 
| thoſe Beauties of the Mind, which are the 
Foundations under thee of Comfort and-Hap- 
# pineſs. Grant, O Lord, that in ſuch a 
State of Life I may ſhew my Regard to thy 
= ſolemn Command, may honour and obey m 
Parents; and, as in the Multitude of Counſel- 
= /ors there is Safety, let me conſult, and tol- 
= low the Advice of their Age and better 
judgment, in an Affair of ſuch Weight and 
= importance. Give me thy Bleſſing, O Lord, 
nin all my Undertakings, and a Sufficienc 
of that Diſcretion which will make me for- 
= get not thy Law, and will add unto me Length 
% Days, Life, and Peace. O let me truſt in 
& thee, O Lord, and lean not unto my own Un- 
= derſtanding ; never be wiſe in mine own Eyes, 
but fear thee, and depart from Evil. 5 
= Grant this, I humbly beſeech thee, O mer- 
8 cul Lord, thro' Feſus Chriſt, our Mediator 
and Advocate, Amen. 


= 
_ 
BY 
os 
5 
1 
__ 
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A Prayer | 
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A Prayer for a young fingle Woman. 


op, thou juſt, and yet merciful 
| Being, who didſt permit the firſt Wo- 

man to fall from her Innocence and happy 
State into Sin and Diſobedience ; and yet didſt 
ſhew ſuch Grace and Favour unto her, as to 
make her the Inſtrument of thy Love to 


Mankind, in bringing forth the holy Child F 3 | ; 


Feſus, our adorable Saviour and Redeemer, 
whereby the evil Deſigns of the Serpent were 
_- overthrown: Be thou propitious to my Pray- 
ers and Supplications for the Influence and 
Direction of thy holy Spirit during my S- 
Journment in this World of Evil and Temp— 
tation. Take me, O Lord, under thy Care 
and Providence, and keep me under 7: 
Shadow of thy Wings, from thoſe Snares and 
Dangers to which our weak and helpleſs Sex 
are expoſed. 
Give me, O Lord, holy Thoughts and 
Affections; let not my Eyes turn to Vanity, 
my Tongue offend thee, nor my Ears take 
Pleaſure, but in thoſeThings which are rigit, 
and to the Uſe of edifying. Let all my Act 
ons be well conducted with true Humility, 
| Modefty, and a Fear of thy holy Name. Let 
thy Word be my Rule of Life, and give me 
ſuch Duty and Subjection to thoſe Parents, 
from whom, next to thee, I received n 
Being, as to engage in nothing without thei 


Advice and Conſent, Keep me _ 
| | Ice, 


Vice, which may give Encouragement to 
# Lewdneſs, and make me /o/e that Reaſon, 
| which is the Guardian of Virtue. In any 
Change of Station or Condition which thou 
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ſhalt pleaſe to order me, grant that Religion 


and Virtue, Honour and Integrity, may 
# chiefly lead my Affections; that I may al- 
ways have an Eye to my future and great 
Felicity, and prepare for that Change Which 
will alter our Situation from mortal and ſin- 
ful Creatures, and make us partake of thy 
dear Son's Glory and Immortality. 


Cloath me, O Lord, with the Robes of 


my Saviour's Righteouſneſs, that I may be 
a Follower of holy and devout Women in their 
& pious and virtuous Actions, and receive the 
Kingdom, which thou haſt prepared for all 
chat love and fear thee, from the Beginning 
Wt ihe World. Grant this, O Lord, for 


| Chriſt his Sake, our Mediator, and Re- 
Geemer. Amen. | Cs 


Fejus 


| A Prayer before a Fourney. 

; | | 

, Gov, who art infinite in all thy Per- 
[RS ieftions, and filleſt Heaven and Earth 

e i thy Preſence, I humbly intreat the Bleſ- 

„ing and Protection of thy divine Provi- 

) ce, which extends to the very Hairs of 

our Heads, and to the minuteſt Circumſtance 
f In human Life. Be pleaſed to give thy 
5 


L miniſtring 
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miniſtring Angels Charge over me in the Jour- 
ney I am going to take, that they may ve 
mne in all my Ways. Lord, I commit myſel, 
and all my Affairs to the Guidance of thy 
great Wildom and Mercy; beſeeching thee |® 
to proſper all my Undertakings, and to 


Preſerve me from all Dangers and Diſaſters, !“ 
from Sickneſs, and unjuſt Violence, from! 
Robbery, Inclemency of Weather, und! 4 
every Accident to which we are liable in thi 1 
mortal State. EE ” 
Let me, O Lord, meditate on the Won-Þ $ j 
ders and Mercies of thy Providence, as ny I 
View of them becomes more extenſive, an! BS 
with a Cheerfulneſs of Spirit, and an unwes WS a 
ried Body: Be pleafed to grant me all Thins 2. 
, neceſſary for me in this Journey; and tha E 
in due Time I may return home in Safety, & 
and with Succeſs. Grant, O Lord, that, af 
any Calamity or Diſappointment ſhould hay ÞS m 
pen unto me, I may make a profit: m 
Uſe thereof, and reflect, that in this greif dy 


Road of Life we are all Paſſengers aug 
Pilgrims, and in no Certainty of Happineß 
till we arrive at that continuing City, which 
thou haſt prepared for the eternal Habitat 

of thy true and faithful People. z 

Grant, O Lord, that, in all the Comp«o 
to which I may bel joined in my Travel, c 
> Converſation may be chiefly on ſpiritual a4 

:.edifying Subjects, on thy Love and Pro 

dence to Mankind, and eſpecially on 1 

race and Mercy to us in Chrift Jeſus f 3 
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Redeemer ; that, as thy bleſſed Son (whilſt 
his Diſciples, in their Fourney to Emaus, were 
2 {peaking of their dearly beloved Loru was 
Z pleaſed to join himſelf te them, and comfort 
their Souls in their Sorrow and Melancholy 
with his inſtructive Corverſition, ſo he may 
be with us by his Blefing and holy Spirit: 
And grant that, as all Things work together 
er Good to them that love thee, this Jour- 
ny, may tend to the Profit and Advantage 
of my temporal Affairs, and be a freſh Sub- 
ject of Praiſe and Glory to thy great Name. 
$ Finally, O Lord, be intreated ſo to order my 
Will and Affections, that, in all my Dealings 
and Correſpondence, I may keep a Conſcience 
void of Offence; that, whatever ſhall be the 
Event of my going out, I may not be afraid to 
die, nor do any thing which may make me 
T aſhamed to live; but that whether I live, I 
may live unto the Lord; or whether I die, I 
may die unto the Lord; fo that living and 
dying I may be thine, thro* Jeſus Chrijt, our 
Lord. Amex. E 


Mtn 


— ” — 6—— 


Frayer, for a young Nebleman, or Gentleman, 
- before his. Travels. _ 


ED 
5 
„ 
JIE 
2 
Xx 


1 0 Lo p, thou infinite Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, who haſt told us, by the 
Youth of thy Prophet, that many ſpall go 4. 
| Ee * 


5 4 


i 
| 
| 
1% 
1 
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bout the Earth, and Knowledge ſhall be * jy. 


creaſed; who in a wonderful Manner haſt ſcat. Þ* 
tered the good Things of the World in {e. 
veral Parts, and in great Variety, for te? 
Promotion of thy Glory, the Commerce | 
Society, Benefit, and Improvement of Man | 
Kind. Be graciouſly pleaſed to direct ne! 
in all my Ways, and to let thy Grace | 

vent and foll ine; that, when thou t 
largeſt my Proſpect of the Works of tyþ 
Creation, and giveſt me a Sight of otheÞ 
Kingdoms and Countries, I may make du 
Improvements and Obſervations, and mw 
Tun into the Follies and Vices of any fu 
ful Nations. 2 
Let me not, O Lord, neglect this Opp (Wn 
tunity of advancing in Knowledge and H 
perience from the different Cuſtoms an”"* 
Manners of Men; and grant, that I may WY 
ver be deluded into any erroneous, idolatry 
ſuperſtious Religion, by the Arts and I" 
vices of crafty and ſubtil Men, who 
wait to deceive. Guide me, Lord, with i 
Grace, that I may not imprudently and ral 
ly run into any ſinful, or unbecoming |. 
tion, which may bring a Reproach and VM 

credit upon my Country, and myſelf "i 
Premunire and Danger. O Lord, giv: 
Perſeverance in my religious and po 
Principles, that I may not be inticed fi 
my Faith to thee, my heavenly King, andi 
God; nor from my Affection and Loya" 


a 


Ai. 4. 


— 
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my earthly Sovereign. Grant that I May 
learn every Thing that is goed, and avoid 
3 every I hing that is vv“ in the Places wherein 
I ſhall ſojourn. Do thou, O bleſſed Lord, 
lead me with Safety thro? the ſeveral Coun- 
tries in my Travels, and let me, by oblig- 
ing Converſe, Civility, and Inoffenſiveneis 
Jof Behaviour, advance che Credit and Eſteem 
Jof my own Nation. | 
L Lord, keep me from Sin and Sickneſs, from 
every“. Evil of Body and Mind, and grant that, 
IJuntainted with any foreign ill Habits, I may 
return to my Country and Friencs in Health 
End Peace, and for thy Mercy and Preſer- 
vation glorify thy holy Name; ſtudying to 
3 by thee in all my future Actions, and ne- 
Per to be above my Duty to thee, who art. 
ober than the Bigbeſt, and upon whom. the 
reateſt Princes and Men depend for every 
Noment's Breath and Exiſtence. 
Both row and ever, O Lord, give me thy 
Pleſſing, and let no Increaſe of Titles, nor 
5 onours, nor any Grandeur of Station, 
Hake me forget thy Mercies, and the Gra- 
ade due to thee, the God of all Power, 
| 7 e High and holy One that inhabiteth Eternity; 
4 5 ) whom, with thy bleſſed Son, our'Re- 
eemer, and thy divine Spirit, be all Glory 
ad Honour, World without End. rs; 


% 


EE e 
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A Prayer for a Mariner. To be uſed at Ss, 
. the Obſerver and Protector of Men, 
Who in no Place nor Station will for. 
get thoſe who ſerve thee in Trash, and with BY 
a perfect Heart, be pleaſed to accept this 1 | 


my humble Tribute of Praiſe and Adoration, 1 4 
for thy Mercies and Deliverances in the many 1 
Perils of Waters to which I have been expo- (7 7»: 


ted in this my appointed Calling. O Lord, 
there is no Safety in any Place without the 
Care and Preſervation of thy good Provi- 
dence, nor, dangerous as this my Situation 
appears, can the ſwelling and toaming St 
prevail againſt thy Power, tho' its Wave 
are ever {o boiſterous, and rage horribly. E- 
very Storm and "Tempeſt muſt obey thy 
Word, and nothing can harm us, if wet 
Followers of that which is good. | 

But I am a finful Man, O Lord, and ei 
Morde, inſtead of Praiſes, are continually 
in my Mouth; O do thou, that gaveſt thy 
Son for Sinners, the Fj? for the Unjuft, tht 
Iniguitiy might not be their everlaſting De. 
ſtruction, extend thy accuſtomed Pity and 
Compaſſion to me, thy humble. and pro- 
ſtrate Creature, now plowing thy wide Océ. 
an, and occupying my Bufineſs in great Watt! 
Thou giveſt us, in this Employment, that 
View ot thy Almighty Power, which at Che- 
is ſurpriſing and delightful. Thy Monde, 
in the Deep are Subjects for Praiſe and Col. 


tem 
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templation of thy adorable Wiſdom and 
* Goodneſs, wherein an innumerable Company 
of Creatures are maintained and nourtthed, 
without any viſible Fruits or Herbs growing 
for their Service and Support; thou haſt made 
me, O Lord, in thine Image and Likeneſs, O 
let me not periſh, and forſake not the ork 
* of thine own Hands. 
O bleſſed Lord, who by a Star didſt di- 
rect the wiſe Men to thy bleſſed Son, and a 
Joyful View of their Redemption and Salva- 
tion thro? him, let me not want an informing 
Star, and ſuch a conſtant Obſer vation from 
thy Heavens, as may convince me of thy 
Grace and Favour towards me, and make me 
* know and fteer my Courſe aright, till I arrive 
at the Haven where I would be : But, above all, 
grant, O Lord, that the glorious Day-/tar 
= may ariſe in my Heart, and that I may fol- 
= low the Light of thy Goſpel into the Hay 
= of my everlaſting Peace. e 
= 1am abſent, O Lord, from the holy 
= S2nfKary, nor can worſhip and praiſe thee 
min the great Congregation ; but O let me ne- 
ver neglect to lift up my Heart unto thee in 
& Praycr; and be pleaſed to accept of that 
& Worſhip and Service which my preſent 
4 State enables me to Pay, till I come again 


; withJoy to thy holy Hill, and to thy Dwelling, 
1 


and can ſpread forth my Hands towards thy 
Miercy-ſeat in the Houſe built for tby Namę; 
Li till I can join the Aſſembly of thy People, be- 
4 bold the fair Beauty of the L rd, and viſit thy 
D "" 4 "+ 
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To which End be intreated, O mercifi| 1 
Lord, to let thy Winds be favourable and! ſh 
propitious to ourVeſſel, that they may gently Þ & *” 
waft her to ber aſſigned Port: But as the EH. 1 Z 
ments are thy Servants, and in thy Diſpoſa, 1 
if it ſhall be thy Pleaſure that the formy Md! 15 
Hall ariſe, which carrieth us up to the Heaven, | © th 
and down again to the Deep, when our Su | © 
meit away, becauſe of the Trouble, when ue! 


reel to and fro, and flagger like drunken Men, | . 
and are at our Wit's End, O hear us in out! 2 
Trouble, when we cry unto thee, and lv Þ 3 , 


us out of Our *. Do thou make l le 
Storm to ceaſe, ſo that the Waves are ih 


and then grant that we may praiſe thee, 0 q 2 
Lord, for thy Goodneſs, and declare the Hat BI 


ders that thou doſt for the Children of Men. 
Preſerve me, O Lord, from all the Dar- 
. R — | ) 

ers to which I am liable in myPaſlage thro 
the Deep; ſrom the Hands of cruel Enemies, BR 

irom Slavery, Loſs, and Confinement, to the — 

| Ruin and Diſappointment not only of m.. 
ſelf, but of thoſe who depend on my v: 
age, and on my Pains, and Endeaveurs for = 

Bread and Subſiſtence. But whatever {hal 
be my Fate, if thou ſhalt pleaſe to order the 2 


Sea to be my Grave, lay me down in it, 0 / 4 
Lord, with a Peace of Conſcience, and with an 
Faith, and Truſt in thy Salvation; that Imi pl 

bave the Chriſtian's Hope, which is an Ab eie 
of the Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt. Da 
Do thou, O Lord, fo order my Converls fre 


tion, that at thy great Day, when my 


8 

N 

2 
1 
6 


4 
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ſhall be ordered to give up the Dead that are 


in ber, 1 may riſe, and enter into the Foy of 
| my Lord, that, this corruptible may put on 
corruption, and this mortal put on Immor- 
tality; that, dying in the Faith and Love of 
* thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, thou mayeſt give hun 


all that ſail with him in his holy Goſpel and 


* Religion : That, whether I am thrown into 


this Sea, or into the Duſt, thou mayeſt col- 


lect my ſcattered Atoms, and raiſe me with 
my Redeemer, the frſt Fruits of them that 


| 2 ſept, to eternal Glory and Felicity. 


Do thou, O gracious Father, pardon alt 


my Sins, for his Sake, and through the pre- 


vailing Satisfaction of his moſt precious 


Blood; to whom, with thee, and the Holy 


| Ghoſt, be all Honour, Power, and Praile, 


now, and for evermore. Amen. 


a— 


an 12» „ A 


1 A Prayer for one gone a long and dangerous 


Voyage. 


E | () Mos powerful God, and eternal Fa- 


ther, at whoſe Will the Storm arifeth, 


and by whoſe Mercy its Rage ceaſeth ; be 
pleaſed to receive in thy Almighty and gra- 
dous Care and Protection [here mention yeur 
Tarlicular Friend and Relation] Preſerve him 
1 irom the Dangers of the Sea, and from the 
Violence of t 


he Enemy, that he may return 


= 


5 IN 
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in Peace and Safety, to ſerve thee in thy 
holy Church, and enjoy the Fruits of his hard 
Labours: And then do thou grant that a 
| Senſe of thy Mercy may fill his Soul with 
ſuch Love and Gratitude, that he may ade 
heed to bis Ways, and be reſolved, that his 
Tongue ſhall no more offend fo great and power- 
ful a Being, ſo loving and kind a Benetattor, 
O Lord, proſper his honeſt Endeavours; 
and, as thou didft give Facob. and his Family 
Favour in Egypt, where they were Strangers, { 
bleſs him in his Commerce and Traffick, and 
let him find Favour and Kind Reception in 
tae Countries and remote Nations where thy 
Providence ſhall order him. And, togethir 
with him, protect and bleſs his whole Com- 
_ pany; do thou, O Lord, ue their Ieari, 
mn thy Fear, that thy great Name may not 
be blaſphemed by thoſe who are in ſuch cor- 
tinual Danger, and in ſuch a viſible Exper: 


ence of thy wonderful Power and Mercy. Þ* 


Give them an humble Awe and Dread of 
thee, and fo reform their Manners, and fe. 
galate their Converſation, that thy Grace td 
Bleſſing may not depart from them, 
Thou, O Lord, can'ſt check the Waves in 
their rapid Courſe, and make them retire in 
Foam and Froth; theu can'ſt correct the 
Wind, that fierce and raging Meteor, and 
with the Word of thy Mouth order it to be 
' till; and the proud Waves are not ſo much 10 
be feared as daring and preſumptuous Sins; and 


: 
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** 
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as there is not ſo deſtroying aWindas the 22 1 
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of thy Diſpleaſure, O hear my Supplication, 


in Behalf of thoſe too often careleſs and in- 
conſiderate People, and ſpare them for thy 
Mercy's Sake. Like Birds, they may be ſaid 
to 8 in Flight for their 2 ung , preſerve 
them, O Lord” from the Snares of theF owler, 
that their Children may not be fatherleſs," nor 
their Wives Widows ; that they may not be 
1 obliged to beg their Bread, and ſeek it in de- 
| ſelate Pace, 
O gracious Lord, who gave an Ear to the 
Interceſſion of thy faithful Servant Abrabam, 
and haſt permitted us as for ourſelves, ſo 
alſo to pray for others, regard the Requeſts 
of my Lips, and, for the Glory of thy Name, 
let my Cries come unto thee ;, that from the Pe- 
Lis of Waters they may come again to thy 
| Houſe, and offer the Prailes and Thankſgiv- 
ings of their grateful Hearts ; that all Men 
may know that thou art God, and there is 
none befides thee. 
Grant this, I beſeech thee, for Jeſus Crip 
bi Sake, my bleſſed Lord and e 
men. 
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A Hes for Parents, in Bebalf 75 ter, 
_ Children. | 


0 Hraveniy Lord and great Parent of 
the World, to whom afi | Things 'bwe 

their Being and Continuance, and withour 
whoſe Care all Nature would immediately fall 
10 


* 
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to its primitive Nothing. Permit us, thy 
humble Servants, to approach thy Throne 
of Grace in Behalf of thoſe Children, with 
which we are bleſſed by thy good Provi- 
dence. O Lord, thou knoweft through 
what an evil World they are to paſs, and 
how many dangerous Rocks are in their 
Way; the Blaſts in Spring are not leſs fatal 
than the Decays of Autumn ; and if Inhrnu- 


ties of Age bring us to our End, the Vices 


of Jouth likewiſe bring on our Deſtruction; 
where can they be ſafe, but under the De- 
Fance of thy Wings? Where abide ſecurely but 
under the Shadew of the Almighty ? 
We have preſented them, O Lord, w 
thee in Baptiſm, marked them with the Seal 
of thy gracious Covenant; regard them, 0 
ſupream Being, as the little Members of Chriſt, 
and Children of Cod; and look not upon 
them as what they are in themſelves, the Off- 
ipring of us their finful Parents, but as ine 
by Adoption and Grace. Give thy Angels 
Charge over them, that, being preſerved trom 
all Evil, from the Slips and Miſcarriages of 


this enſnaring World, they may have the 


greateſt Reaſon, and we with them, of ac- 

knowledging and adoring thy merciful Pro- 

vidence ; and to this End, take not, O Lord, 

thy Boly Spirit from them, but grant that 

be may lead them into all Truth, and influ- 

ence them to obey thy Will and Command- 
mens 1 


Let 
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Let the Pleaſures of their Youth be chiefly 


© to pleaſe thee, nor let them offend thee in 
their Mirth or Recreations. In all their 
Wants and Neceſlities! let them have recourſe. 
'* to thee, and in all their Actions ſet. thee 41. 
ways before them, and put their whole Truſt, 


and Confidence in thy Mercy. As to their 


'* worldly State, we do not, O Lord, beg large 
* Revenues and Poſſeſſions, but that thou 
I wouldſt feed them with the Food convenient | 
or them; and, having Bread and Raiment, let 
I? them be therewith content. If rich in thy 


prudently their Talent, ſerve their Country to fu 


the utmoſt of their Capacity, and, out of the. 


ve may perform our Duty juſtly, watch over 
them and their Actions, correct in them 
whatever we ſee amiſs, and not let Fondneſs 


ig 
1 
. 


prevail over that true Affection, which 
puniſhes the Child, to prevent the Shame and 
kuin of the Man. Grant that we may breed 
them up in thy Faith, and true Religion, 
and ſet them Examples to walk therein. 


2 
wh 
oy 
72 

- 

4 

* 


# Bleſſings of thy Providence, be ready to di. 
tribute to their neceſſitous Brethren. And as 
ve, their natural Parents, are placed under thee 
to provide for and take Care of them, grant 


Finally, 
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Finally, O Lord, give to them and to i; 
ſuch a Meaſure of thy divine Aid and Af. 
ſiſtance, that we may all conduct ourſelves a 
it. becometh Chriſtians ; that our i 
may be a ſort of Temple dedicated to tliy 
Service, and, inſtead of idle profane Words 
that thy Praiſe may be echoed from every Pan 
thereof; that thy guardian Angels may en. 
camp around us, and thy Favour and Bl: 
ſings abound to us and our Poſterity, till the 
happy Time ſhall come, that we may poſſz(; 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and, 
under the glorious Appellation of Chrilks 
Bleſſed Children of his Father, be called, and, 
received into bis heavenly Kingdom. 

To whom, with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Worſhip and Dominion, now, and ever, 
* 


> 


A Hort Prayer * Envy. 


0 Trov bleſſed Sovereign of Men and 
Angels, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, — 5 Prerogative alone it is to abuſe 
and exalt, as thou in thy godly Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, doſt think fit; who 
haſt taught us by thy holy Word, that 8 
ſound Heart is abe Life of the F&(þ, but Emvy tht 
eee of the Bones; and that where * 0 
nit 


Prov. xiy. 30. 
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| Z Strife and Envying, there is Confuſion, and every 


il Mort; | moſt humbly be ſeech thee to give 


me the Spirit of Peace and brotherly Affection, 
that ſuch a gnawing Evil may take no Poſſeſſion 
of my Heart, nor the Welfare of another ever 


vex or diſturb me. Give me the Wiſdom to 
conſider the many Milchiets and Misfortunes 


which Envy has produced, that even thy hol 
and guiltleſs Son was delivered to Pilate, thro? 
| the Euvy of the Phariſees at his ſuperior and 
= exceeding Righteouſneſs, and the Eſteem and 
Love it procured from the People. 


Be pleaſed, O gracious Lord, to preſerve 


* riſing Merit from its malicious Attempts : 
* Let no envious nor bad-minded Men endea- 


vour to pull him down whom thou wilt ex- 


all, nor let the high Sea of Proſperity be in- 
* teſted with ſuch Pirates of Men's Character 
and Reputation. Let them not prevail a- 
gainſt thoſe, whom thou haſt placed in a 


Rank of Honour above them ; but rather 


let Precedence and Superiority ſtir up the Di- 


ligence and Virtue of Inferiors, and that the 
may aim only at being wiſer, better, and ho- 
lier, than the Objects of their Emulation. 
O Lord, let us only ſtrive to out- do each 
other in Piety, Virtue and Brotherly-kindneſs; 
and neither in Thought, Word or Deed, to hurt, 
or injure our fellow Creatures; and give us 
chat exalted and heroic Virtue of the Goſpel to 
love and bleſs our Enemies, and to pray for them 
which deſpitefully uſe us. Grant that no Mur- 
muring, Diſcontent, nor Repining, may be 
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any more heard among the Diſciples and 
Followers of the meek and lowly, the 
humble and inoffenſive Feſus, who envied 
none, but went about doing Good to all, and 
died to advance us to the ſame Glory which 
he poſſeſſes in his heavenly Kingdom. To 


him, O Lord, with the bleſſed Spirit, be all 


Adoration and Honour for evermore. Amen 


. x — 


A Prayer for a beneficent and Chriftian Spirit, 
and for all the CHARITABLE Housts, Hos- 
PITALS, SOCIETIES, CHARITY-SCHOOLS, 


 LorD, from whom every good and 
perfect Gift cometh, who art a God 
of Love, and from which glorious and de- 
lightful Attribute all Things which we en- 
joy here, and hope for hereafter depend; Give 
us thy Grace to bear this Feature of thy di- 
vine and heavenly Nature, and to ſhew our- 
ſelves made in thy Image, and likewiſe by a 
Practice of this ſublime Virtue to all our tel- 
low Creatures, whether Friends or Enemies. 


Let us acquit ourſelves like human Creatures 


and Chriſtians, and, by all the good Offices of 
brotherly Love and Affection, ſhew that we 
bear no Malice nor Anger in our Hearts againſt 
any that have done, or wiſbed us Evil. 
Teach us, O God, to love thee above all 
Things, and our Neighbour as ourſelves, and as 

we mult be ſenſible that we have many ry 
| an 
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and yet are willing to forget them, and 
excuſe ourſelves, that we may do the ſame 
unto others, and be as ready to paſs over 
and forgive their Errors and Imperfections. 
Thou knoweſt, Lord, how prevailing Self- 
Z ove is in this State of Nature, how ſincere 
vue are to our ownIntereſt; grant, that we may 
love our Chriſtian Brethren with the ſame un- 
feigned Affection, and be always inclined to 
ſerve and promote them. We have no S/ 
᷑icion of ourſelves, O give us, Lord, the 
Chbriſtian Temper not to ſaſpect others, but 
to judge charitably and favourably of their Ac- 
tions. If one of our Members ſuffer, we are af- 
fected with its Pain and Uneaſineſs, we do eve- 
ry thing we canto heal, and nothing to irritate 
or increaſe the Diſorder, we are more careful 
and tender of that infirm Part than of the 
whole Body; O teach us the Chriſtian and 
= Golpel Leſſon, to do the fame to any of the 
i afflicted Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body. 
== Let us nor, O Lord, be miſerable Comfort- 
= #r5 to the Diſtreſſed by any cruel Upbraid- 
= ings, but ſympathize with the Sorrows and 
= Affiictions of others, and be ready to 
ſerve them in their Pains and Misfortunes. 
Do thou, O Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, root 
out of our Hearts all the Venom of Anger, 
Choler, and Revenge; all Paſſions and Af- 
ections contrary to the Tenets and Temper 
of thy holy Goſpel; and grant, that we may 
r2jo:ce with them that rejoice, and mourn with 
them that our. 923 
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O let us regard every fellow Creature a 
honoured with the ſame divine Image, ban. 


11 
tized with the ſame Baptiſm, admitted to the WY gs 
{ame holy Table, redeemed with the ſame pr. due 
cious Blood, and deſigned for the fame Glory and 

85 ourſelves ; and, as we would be glad any Ber 
one ſhould lend us a Hand when we are fall vat 
ing, grant we may be willing to aſſiſt others the 
with our Counſels, Comforts, and whatever! 


elſe is within the Reach of our Power and pit 
Capacity. 3 
But above all, grant, O Lord, that we may ane 
be ready to help them in any ſpir itual Wants, 1 Te 
to reclaim them from Error, and bring them, Ves 
as far as we are able, into the Way of Truth, the 
and be pleaſed, O Lord, to give them like I Ps 
Aﬀections towards us, that being united in thi 
Charity, which is the Bond of Perfectneſs, ve w 


may with one Heart and one Soul dwell to- dil 
gether in Harmony and Agreement in this WF lil 
Life, till we arrive at thoſe peaceful Regio WF m 
where Charity will receive its Perfection and to 
Reward, and where we ſhall be for ever u- . 
nited to "thee, the God of Love, and our 4. WF ui 
dorable and affetionate Redeemer, who ſo loved te 
us as te ſhed his Blood for us. = 0 

Give thy Bleſſing, O Lord, to all ena © / 

| TaBLE HovsEs and Places built and endowel I 

for the Reception of the Poor and Diſtreiſec, t 
of the once perhaps proſperous, but now re t 
duced Part of Mankind, where they may em, Wl li 
ploy the Remainder of their Days in holy and . 


devout Exerciſes, and make their Peace rhe 
— | thee; 
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thee, O God, before the Aſſault of Death, 
EZ which is the concluding Trouble of this mortal 
state. Give them Grace, O Lord, to make all 
due Improvements of this thy gracious Mercy 
and Providence, that they may not abuſe the 
© Benefit they receive, neglect their own Sal- 
vation, nor fruſtrate the pious Deſigns of 
their generous Founders and Benetactors. | 


pitals and Infirmaries in our great Metro- 

polis, where there is ſome Feature, tho? faint 
and imperfect, of the merciful and beneficent 
Lemper of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, who 

= healed the Sick, made the Lame walk, reſtored 
the Blind, and preached the Goſpel to the 

Poor: Where the Accidents and Diſeaſes of 
this Life have Relief and Aſſiſtance, and 
where their ſpiritual State, which is often as 

diſtempered and infirm as their bodily, is 

= likewiſe provided for, by the Appoint- 

ment of Miniſters to deliver and adminiſter 

to them thy Word and Sacraments z where 

Vice, Idleneſs and Vagrancy receive the great and 

uſeful Charity of Correction, and are brought 

to Labour, in Compliance with thy divine 

Order, that he that cworketh not, neither - 
E ould be eat. 

= Give thy Bleſſing, O gracious Lord, to 

© that exalted Charity, that noble Foundation, where 

the proper outward Means are uſed to re- 

tore to poor Wretches their loſt Reaſon and 

Fenſes: O how naked and deſtitute is the 
Mind without that Cloathing of A 
= | at 


We beſeech thee alſo to bleſs thoſe Hof 


OOTY Er rg Rs. ——— —- rn nn — 4 — 
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What mean Garment, what bodily Want: 
fo moving as that Madneſs and Diſtraction, 
which, either in frantic and wild Geſturs, WE 
er gloomy Melancholy, and inward Herr, 
make thy human Creatures only ſhockir 
 #igures of Men who, in ſuch Malady of tle 
Soul, have Mouths,. but cannot ſpeak ratic- 
nally ; Ears, but cannot hear any Counſel; 
or Comfort; Hes, and are not able to diſc 
or diſtinguiſb their Friends from Adverlarics, 
O Lord, give thy divine Favour and Bleſling | 3 
to ſuch poor and affecting Objects, and in 
thine own good Time heal their Diſorder; Þ ? 
and Diſtractions; that they may come again 
into a right Mind, and the Society of their 
fellow Creatures; into the Aſſembly of thy 
Worſhippers, and to know thee, and their 
Duty, and for ever acknowledge their Obl. 
gations to thy merciful Providence, by a pt 
ous and virtuous Life and Converſation. 
- Bleſs, O Lord, that great Society formed to 
Propagate thy glorious and ſaving Goſpel to 
the Heathen World, and to the ſavage and ig- 
norant Indian and Barbarian. Bleſs and prot- 
per that pious and uſeful Society for the pro- 
moting of ChriſtianKnowledge, and which, by 
diſperſing holy and religious Books, and il 
luminating the Minds of their poor and un- 
learned fellow) Creatures, brings them into 
the Way of Peace, and who, without ſuch 
charitable Notice and Care of them, would 
remain as unwilling, as their Station renders 


them unable to provide for their * 
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Welfare. And as thou, O Lord, art ne- 
ver more offended nor diſhonoured, than by 
the Vices and Impieties of thy Creatures, 
E-yater, with the Dew of thy heavenly Bene- 
diction, the Society eſtabliſhed for the Re- 
3 formation of Manners. 
XZ Bleſs all our ReLicrovs SorETIESs, thoſe 
holy and devout young Perſons who prefer 
the Improvement of the Mind to the Gratifi- 
E cations of the Body, and chuſe the ſpiritual 
# Pleaſures and Entertainments of thy pure 
Keligion, rather than the vain Paſtimes and 
# looſe Recreations of the World: And be 
pleaſed, O Lord, whilſt they ſpeaꝶ often one 
b another, of the great Things thou haſt done 
BE for them in Chriſt Jeſus, f bearken and hear, 
and give them all a Place 772 the Book of Re- 
$ membrance, which thcu hoſt made for them that 
Fear thy Name. | 
O Lord, be intreated to bleſs and proſper 
= our charitable Schools and Foundations for 
the Chriſtian Education of Children, that 
they may be brought up in the Fear and 
Nurture of the Lord, and trained up in the 
Way they ſhould go; that the Children of the 
Poor may not be ſuffered to grow up in all 
thoſe evil Habits and Practices which pro- 
ceed from Idleneſs, and Want of proper 
Reſtraint; but become uſeful Members of 
Society, dutiful to thei: God, me alized in 
their Converſation towards Man „ 
de eternally happy, by learning thoſe Scrip- 
tures ſrem their Youth, which are able to 
make 
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make us wiſe unto Salvation. O Lord, r. 


ward their generous and diſintereſted 0 
vernors and Truſtees, their benevolent and 


truly Chriſtian Contributors ſevenfold in | | 


their Boſoms, and let them receive daily ln. 
ſtances of thy providertial Love and Fx 
vour, till tney are called to the heaven 
Kingdom, purchaſed for us by his Blood, 
who permitted Children to be brought un 
Him, rebuked thoſe that kept them from hin, 
embraced them in his Arms, laid his Hands up. 
on them, and bleſſed them. = 

Permit us, laſtly, to intreat thy divin 


Favour and Bleſſing in Behalf of thi 4 


Schools in a neighbouring Kingdom, when 
honeſt Labour and Induſtry are imbibed 
early into the Minds. of the Poor, whereby 
the Community receives great Benefit an 
Advantage, and the Souls of Children are 
preſerved from the Infection of Popiſh Error 
end Superſtition. All which tend to the Gloryd 
thy moſt holy Name, and to the tranimitting 
the Tenets and Doctrines of thy pure and re- 


formed Church to the lateſt Poſterity. O le. : 7 
there never be wanting a Succeſſion of pious 


and charitable Chriſtians to carry on, and 
promote theſe great and laudable Deſigns; 
and, for what ſuch poor Objects of Diftrel 
cannot recompence them, let them all recer? 
thy glorious Recompence at the Reſurrection 
of the Juſt. Grant this, O Lord, for b 
Sake, who tent about doing Good, Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord. Amen. | | 

: A P 740 it] 
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A Prayer for a Fudge, or Magiſtrate. | 


4 GREAT and ſupream Being, mighty 
2 Creator of all Things, Judge of all Men, 
Z who haſt commanded thy People to ſubmit 
Z to human Laws and Authority, as ordained 
by thee for the Puniſhment of EVIL DPOERS, 
and for the Praiſe of them that DO WE 11, 
and which are not a Terror to good Works, but 
to Evil: I humbly acknowledge and thank | 
2 thee, for thy great Favour to me thy un- 1 
# worthy Servant, in calling me to this high | 
Office and Dignity. Enable me, O Lord, | 
to acquit mytelf with Honour, Juſtice, and 
Approbation in ſuch an importantTruſt,when | 
the Characters, „Properties, or Life of my | 
fellow Creatures are in Judgment before | 
me. 
Keep me, O Lord, firm and unwavering 
in my Relolution to knew no Man, and re- |] 
et noMan's Perſon on a Bench of Fuſtice, to 
adminiſter it impartially to the urmoſt of my 
Capacity, and to ſuffer no Delay, nor Inter- 
ruption thereof; grant, that I may ſecure and 1 
defend the Rich in their juſt Suit, and alſo de- 
der the Poor that cry, the Widow, Fatherleſs, 8 
end bim that bath none but the Law of his | 
= Country to help him; that I may put on that 
Kigbteouſneſo, which is the moſt venerable || 
8 Cioathing ;, and that my Judgment may be as a | 
Lobe and a Diadem. O Lord, grant that 
VJiaſtice in my Hands may preferve an equal 
Balance, 
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Balance, both to High and Low, Rich and 
Poor; that no affecting Diſtreſs, nor Ten. 
derneſs of Nature may prevail in Favour d 
the one, to the Prejudice and Detriment af 
the other, but that the Cauſe of both may 
be juſtly determined. 1 

* And foraſmuch, O Lord, as I am no ÞP 
appointed to try ſeveral ſuſpected Criminal ! 
and capital Malefactors, guide me with ty!“ 
divine Aſſiſtance, that I may have the Spit 
of Wiſdom to diſcern, and examine ino 
the ſeveral Circumſtances of their Crina1 > 
and Accuſations ; that I may be attentive » Þ * 
the r Defence, and patient to hear the whk 
Evidence of Proſecutor and Priſoner, that!! 
may not pronounce Sentence againſt the lu. 
nocent ; nor, on the other hand, juſtify and 
clear the Guilty. . © - 

Give me, O Lord, a due Conſideration i 
myſelf, as one accountable at thy Judgme WY 
ſeat for all my Actions, Sentences and Decres 
Pardon all the Errors and Miſtakes which!“ 
may unwi{lingly make in my Office and q! 
dicial Capacity; and grant that in this grit up 
and weighty Charge, and every other Action bg 
of my Life, I may conduct myſelf in . 
Fear; and promote thy Glory and the > Bt 
vice of thy true Religion, by diſcountenancin; Wal 
uind puniſhing all Blaſphemy, Pre faneneſs a 
Immorality, that may appear before me; uu 
the Commiſſion J have received may be 10 x 

BY 
* This to be ſaid by a Judge only, going to 
on Life and Dcath, {ET 
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WT ully executed to the Satisf action and Honour 
of the Royal Hand from which I received it, 
to the Welfare and Safety of Society, and to 
the Diſcharge of my own Conſcience. This 
humbly intreat of thy Mercy and Good- 
aeſs, and in the Name, and prevailing Me- 

Fits of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and Saviour, 


Amen. 


ä — 


f Prayer far God's afſiſting Grace to make a 
3 right Uſe of Life. 


ETERNAL God, who of thy Goodneſs 


AJ hat formed Man of the,Dult of the 
Ferch, and breathed into him the Breath of 
Lie, who haſt in lanted in his Nature a Fear 
I Diſſolution, and haſt given to every mi- 
ie Creature and Infect ſome Defence of 
mcf, and Care to Keep out of the Way of 
10 8+ Deſtroyer : Give me Grace not to abuſe 
| > grear and ſo much deſired Gift and Bleſ- 
of thy gracious Providence. 
. We know, O Lord, that Sin has convert - 


re into Pain, and made this Life a ſhort one, 


* f of Miſery; but thy Mercy has been 
n embered in the midſt of Judgment, and thou 
an t graciouſly relieved us in this Diſaſter 
h. ich Sin has occaſioned, by that availing 
ui ßce for Sin, thy dearly beloved Son Je- 


IF Crit, who is the Way, the Truth, and 
M Ls 


Life. 


1 


Mp EE this Good into Evil, has turned this Plea- 
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But, inaſmuch as we muſt live our 


pornted Time, grant, O gracious Father, ay 
Author of our Being, that we may live: 
thy Honour and Glory. It is 4 Pleaſan 
Thing for the Eyes to behold the Sun, and, thy 


it is a Volley of Tears, this Life is dear an 


precious to the Sons of Nature; O let nt 
lubmit to thee, whether it be to live 0 
die, that I may loſe Life at thy Will and 


Pleaſure only, uſe no violent Means, n 


lay any prelumptuous Hand upon it mi 
ſelf in the greateſt Calamity or Trouble, nf 
ſhorten it by any Vice or Intemperanc: 
Grant I may love Life as a Chriſtian, nM 


rivet myſelf to its vain Pleaſures and Enjoy 


ments, nor prefer it to the Life procured fi 


us by the Goſpel. _ 
O let me rejoice in thy Salvation, and in 


Purſuit thereof obey thy religious Precept 


and do Good in my Life, that I may pre. 
ſerve it carefully, and be without the con 
tinual Fear and Anxiety of loſing it. Gn 
that I may behold the preſent Time as: 
ſhort Preface to Eternity, and this Lite as 


Wilderneſs and Paſſage to a heavenly UM 
aan; O give me thy divine Aſſiſtance 08 


practiſe that Obedience to thy Will her 


which the bleſſed Spirits above perform wi 


Pleaſure and Perfection, and that 22 Com 


fation may be ix Heaven, that 1 may cg" 
myſelf, under thy Goſpel Ditpentation, * Wi 
Citizen of the New Feruſalem, with the Er ; 
joyment of many great and glorious P 


lege 
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leges, and with many Laws and Statutes laid 
before me. 

Let this Life, O Lord, be a continue] 
Scene of Contemplation on thy infinite W1ſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, in creating ſuch a Dwell- 
ing for us here, ſo many Things to ſupport 
and maintain us; and, above all, redeeming 
us from the ſecond Death to everlaſting Lite 


[Love of thee, O Lord, my God, let the 
Love of my Brother, thy Image and Work- 
W manſhip, flow and increaſe. Let me live 
noffenſively to my fellow Creatures, neither 
W hurting them in Word or Deed; and in a 
} Preſervation of that Innocence and Integrity, 
| Which will bring me Peace at the laſt. 

| Grant, O Lord, that, whilſt I ſojourn 
here, I may behave ſo as to promote the 
Credit of Chriſt's holy Faith and Religion; 
and that, by Acts of Juſtice and Mercy, I 
may be had in everlaſtins Remembrance; that 
Fin thy Grace and Favour, and with a Re- 
| Putation fair and unſtained in the World, I 
may go out like the Light of a clear Taper, 
Vith no offenſive nor diſagreeable Savour. 
Finally, O Lord, I humbly beſeech thee 
0 pardon my natural Frailties and Corrup- 
ons, to remove my fond Hankerings after 
ite beyond thy Limit and divine Determi- 
tion, that I may live here as thoſe who 
W--pect a better State, always looking to the 
Place where my ſovereign Good dwelleth, 
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| Viacther my Lite be proſperous, or unfortu- 
1 2 | nate. 
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and Felicity. From ſuch Ad miration and 


charitable, if rich; patient, if poor; and, in | 
this my Chriſtian Warfare, behave like a | 


Banner; that, having fought a good Fight, 
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nate, give me, Lord, Contentment with the 
Allotments of thy Providence, that I may be 


faithful and courageous Soldier under Christ 


Finiſhed my Courſe, and kept the Faith, I may 
receive his Crown of Righteouſneſs ; to 
whom, with thee, O Father, and Holy Spi 
rit, be all Glory, Praiſe, and Honour, Worl! 
without End. Amen. 


a 


The following ſelect Prayers, adapted bo the Uj 
of the Clergy, were taken from the Mail: 
ſeript of an eminent and pious Divine, mii 
Years Rector of a Pariſh in the Cil) 
London. N 


Upon receiving holy Orders. 


LMuIOGHTy and everlaſting God, vi! 

haſt eſtabliſhed divers Orders in tl 
Church, and ſet apart, and ordained Mei 
for the great Work of the Miniſtry, to wat“ 
thy Holy Altar, and ſerve thee and thy Fcop": ue 
in a divine and ſacred Function, I blcis a #8 
magnify thy gracious Providence, which h 
made me Partaker of ſuch an high and it 
portant Office. But, O Lord, 2% # /il: 
cient for theſe Things ? And to what {i 
earthen Veſſels is the rich Treaſure of 1% 1 
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tel committed? O let me experience all my 
Suffciency to be of thee, that I may not be 
wiſe in my own Eyes, or think that of myſelf 
1con do any Thing. 
Remove far from me all Vanity and Con- 
ceit of my ownLearning orParts,and grant that 
what Abilities thou haſt been pleated to give 
me may be accompanied with Modeſty and 
Humility, that others may learn of me, as 1 
hope I ſhall of my great Maſter 7eſ#s Chriſt, 
to be meek and lowly in Heart. 
* And foraſmuch as the Eyes of the World 
are upon us, and Men ſeem pleaſed with 
| > ſome Matter of Accuſation againſt the Mini- 
> fters of thy Word, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
tell them the Truth, and Zeftify of the Moria 
£2 that its Works are evil; let my Purity, So- 
bricty. and Diligence, be known unto thoſe 
[> amongſt whom I officiate. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may be a burning 
and ſhining Light, ſo innocent in my Life, as 
well as found and orthodox in my Doctrines, 
that the Inoffenſiveneſs of the cue may give 
7 2 Weight and Force to the cer; that the 
{5 Biſhop, from whom I have received my Or- 
„ders, may have no Anger from thee, nor 
'; $47 Reproach from the World, but that I may 
arm the Doctrine of my Lord and Saviour in 
© - Things, nor give the Enemies of thy holy 
L Religion any Handle to blaſpheme. | 
„ive me, O Lord, ſuch a Portion of thy 
1 divine Spirit, as may influence my Converſa- 
n, that it may be always becoming the Ge/- 
4 3 Pe 4 
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pl, which I have received Authority to 


8 ; that I may not foil the Cloth which 


am appointed to wear, and is the Badge of 
my miniſterial Office, with any ſecret, or 
publick and enormous Vices. Humble me 
to ſubdue my ſenſual Paſſions, and to he a 
Pattern of Chaſtity, Moderation, and Tem— 
perance to all my Neighbours and Acquain- 
tance. | 
Let me not preach to others, and be my- 

ſelf a Caſt- away; but clothe me with the 
Hebes of thy Son's Righteouſneſs ; that, as far 
as my trail Nature will permit, I may be b 
as thou art holy in all Manner of Converſaticn, 
Four upon me, O Lord, the continual Deu 
er thy Bleſſing, and ſo aſſiſt my Studies and 
Compoſitions with the divine Aid of thy 
powerful and holy Spirit, that thy Streng/s 
may be manifeſted in my natural earns; 
and that I may be an Inſtrument of thy gra 
cious Providence, to build up Men in our mf 
holy Faith, and forward the Salvation of 
_ thoſe committed to my Charge; that many 


Souls may be brought home to thee, by thy 


Grace and Bleſſing upon my poor Ende 
vours. 


Theſe my humble Requeſts, with Thani. 


giving for all thy Mercies, I prefume to ait 
known unto thee, being careful for nothing, 


but ſubmitting myſelf and all my tempor 


Concerns to thy Judgment and Provident, 
who knoweſt what Station is fitteſt for me; 


and grant I may be content therein, and . 
et, 
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where, and in all Things be inſtructed both to 
be full, and to be hungry, to abound, and to 


ſuffer Need, through Jeſus Chriſt, my great 
and bleſſed Maſter and Redeemer. Amen. 


OO WINES. 


: 4 - * _ 


A Prayer for the great and famous Univer- 
ſities of this Land. 


Trov all-wife and eternal Being, in 

Knowledge of whom ſtandeth our e- 
ternal Life, bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
many great and happy Opportunities at- 
forded to thy Creatures of improving in uſe- 
ful Arts and Sciences, and gaining ſuch a 
Competency of Learning and Knowledge, 
as to be able to put to Silence the Igacrance 
of fooliſh Men, and rendering a Reajon of the 
Hope that is in us to all artful and ſophiſti- 
cal Gainſayers, and Scoffers of thy holy Re- 


ligion. 


In a particular Manner, I adore and mag- 
nity thy gracious Providence in the Eſta- 
bliſhment, Advancement, and Proſperity of 
thoſe great Houſcs and Seminaries of Learn- 
ing, the Two UNIVERSITIES of this Land 
and the Colleges therein. | 

Lord pardon all my Neglects of the many 
Hours and Seaſons of Improvement, and 
grant that all thoſe Perſons that are or ſhall 
be entered in either of our Univerſities, eſpe- 
cially in the College whereof I am an unwor- 


M 4 | thy 


— — — 22 2 


Books may be reckoned Part of the Necefſi- 


248 Occastonar DR vOT IOS. 


thy Member, may anſwer the Expectation 
of their Friends, and ſuch glorious and ip. 
py Opportunities of Education, that they 
may be obedient to their Heads and Gover- 


nours, ſubmiſſive to proper Diſcipline, ſobet 
and regular in their Deportment, and ſubject | 


to the Rules and Statutes of the Univerſity to 
which they belong. 

O proſper, Lord, thoſe Places of ineſti- 
mable Value, and Renown for Learning 
throughout the whole World; which ditpente 


a Knowledge like Health, whoſe Worth is 


molt diſcerned when we find our Want of it; 
which give a ſolid Reaſoning and wife Me- 
thod of Diſputation very ſcarcely to be ob- 
t: ined in any other Seminary, or Place cf 
Education. 
Grant, O Lord, that I and all the Mem- 
bers thereof may proceed from one Degree 
ct Grace and Knowledge to another, till we 
all enjoy thee, the great Fountain of Know- 
ledge, in thy heavenly Kingdom, the everlaſt- 


ing Paradife of Bliſs and Glory. To thol, 


O bleſſed Father, whom thou ſhalt call, out 


of the Noiſe and Hurry of this World, to the 


Retirement of a ſtudious and contemplative 
Life in thoſe Places, give an Affection for 
Things above, and prevent that Agitation of 
Mind about the little vain and trifling Affair 
of this Life which may diſturb and avocate 


them in their Studies, in their more uſeful 


as well as indeed more pleaſant Employment. 


ies 
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ries and Enjoyments which thou art pleaſed - 
to afford us, are very inſtructive and cheartul 


Companions, and Cordials to the Mind in a 
Thirſt of Knowledge, and which as well as 
wholſome are moſt pleaſing and palatable. 
Grant, O Lord, that all thoſe. who ſhall 
have the Benefit of ſuch Education, may ga- 
ther up ſuch a Fund and Treaſure of Know- 
ledge, that each may advance the Credit and 
Honour of the Titles and Degrees conferred 
upon them in thoſe Places, and ſhine in the 
high S/atzons, in the CouNeiLs, SENATES, 
and on the BENCHES of Learning and Autho- 
rity, to which they or any of them may be 
called and promoted. 
O Lord, let every Thing commendable 
and Praiſe-worthy, Religion, Loyalty, and 


good Manners, abound in thoſe Places; let 
them flouriſh, by the Increaſe of Knowledge 
and Grace, in new and bounteous Benefac- 
tors, in Riches, Honours, Piety and Virtue, 
till thou bringeſt us to the Jeruſalem which is 
above, and is the Mother of us all, through 
= Jeſus Chrift our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 


Amen. 
= "34 


Mie 


A Prayer for a Bleſſing upon my Exerciſes for a 


Degree of Doctor in Divinity. 


ETERNAL God, who art infin itely glo- 
rious in thyſelf, and no leſs gracious 


| to all that love and depend upon thee, I, thy 


M 5 unworthy 
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unworthy Creature do return thee all poſlih- 
Praiſe and Thanks for thy wonderlul Affiſ. 


t:nce and Promotion of me in the ſeveral Ac- 
tions and Stations of my Life. 

In the Experience and humble Confidence 
of this thy Grace and Goodneſs, I now de- 
voutly and earneſtly beg of thee fo to direct 
and influence my Mind and Judgment, my 
Pen, my Studies, and my Speech, that in 
theſe Exercilcs and Performances, I may ap- 
prove myſelf a true Chriſtian, a Scholar, and 
Divine to all that ſhall hear me. Enable me 
{o difcreetly to gain the Affections of all my 
Auditors, s may prevent all peeviſh and tri- 
vial Ceniures, and all unkind Blaſts of the 
Reputation, which thou haſt hitherto by thy 


Grace and Providence permitted me to ac- 


quire in the World. 

When I am to defend thy Truths, O do 
thou Lord ſtand by me, and let not thy Cauſe 
ſuffer through the Weakneſs of its Advocate, 


but help me to diſcover and anſwer with 


Promptneſs and Acuteneſs whatever ſhall be 
offered againſt thy Truth and holy Religion; 


and O gracious God, thou Fountain of all 


Wiſdom, who by thy holy Apoſtle haſt com. 
manded us to avord all fooliſh and unlearned 
Quieſtions, be pleaſed to ſuggeſt to me wil 
and ſolid Truths, that may not gender Strife, 
but affording due Matter of Diſputation, 
may thereby be cleared and defended with. 


out reviling or rude and unchriſtian T hos 
ment, 
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ment, and tend to the Glory of thy great 
Name, and the Improvement of others. 

And above all I beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon and forgive all my paſt Sins and Er- 
rors, and let thy Grace for the future make 


me as great an Inſtrument of thy Glory, and 


thy Church's Good as any of thoſe amongſt 
whom thou vouchſafeſt me a Place of Degree 
and Honour. Lord, let me not affect Titles 
or vain Glory, but make me really ſuch as J 
ought to be in all holy Converſation, Learn- 
ing and Virtue; that when I determine, or 
declare my Sentiments concerning any of thy 
ſacred Oracles, or wiſe Theorems, I may de 
it carefully and acceptably unto thee, 

Grant, O Lord, that I may gain no E- 
nemies, nor loſe any Friends, but live as 
eaſily and comfortable as this tranſitory State 
Will permit; and that thou mayſt ſay unto 
me at thy Judgment Seat, Well done thou 
goed and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faith- 


& ful over à few Things, I will make thee Ru- 


ler over many Things. Enter then into the 
toy of thy Lord. To which End, Prevent me 
n all my Doings with thy moſt gracious Favour, 
and further me with thy continual Help, that in 
ell my Works begun, continued and ended in thee 
1 may glorify thy holy Name, and finally by thy 
Mercy obtain everlaſting Life, through Teſus 
Chriſt our Lerd, Amen. 


4 Praver 
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A Prayer upon receiving Preferment and Pri- 
motion in the Church. 


Lonkb, my God, who haſt appointed a 
Support and Maintenance for thy Mi- 


niſters and Servants who wait at thy Altar, 


and that thoſe who preach the Goſpel ſhould 
{ive of the Goſpel ; who extendeſt thy Favours 
to thy Creatures, not for their Merit, but for 
thy Mercy's Sake, I acknowledge my Un- 
worthineſs of this thy great Bleſſing and Fe 
vour to me, in admitting me to the Cure and 
Preterment of (Here name the Particular.) 

O Lord, pardon my Sins and Forgettulnels 
of thee, who haſt thus kindly and providen- 
rally remembered me in my Wants and Ne. 
ceſſities. O Lord, let me not forget mylelt as 
1 have thee, and be lifted up with this Pro- 
motion to a Contempt of my former Friends, 
er any Scorn of my Inferiars in Station. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may improve tix 
Talents thou haſt given me, to thy Glory, 
the Good of others, and my eternal Salva 
tion. | | | 


I know, O Lord, that Promotion cone rr 


neither from the Eaſt, nor the Weſt, nor 9e. 
from the South, but from thy particular Pro 
vidence; O give me a conſtant Senſe of th 
thy Goodneſs to me ſo much beyond Mm} 
Deſerts, and above what ſo many worthi! 
Perſons enjoy or can obtain. Lord make me 


all 


truly thankful for thy diſtinguiſhing 2 


A —äP— 
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and Favour; and give me Wiſdom, Abi- 
lities, and Inclination to do my Duty faith- 
tally, and punctually to diſcharge all the Of- 
fices of my Function towards Poor and Rich 
without Diſtinction, or Reſpect of Perſons, 
that I may glority thee, and be a Credit to 
thoſe who have been my Friends and Patrons, 
whom I beſeech thee to bleſs; and, for what I 

cannot recompenſe them, let them receive their 
'* Recompence at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt. 
Grant, that my Pariſhioners may love and 
value me, be conſtant in their Attendance 
upon iny Doctrines and Miniſtry, that they 
may not have itching Ears, and be drawn 
from their proper Paitor by any deluſive In- 
ſimuations, or be turned to and fro by every 
rd ef Doctrine. Grant, O Lord, that they 
may be Doers and not Hearers only of thy 
Word; that they may be frequent and wor- 
thy Receivers of thy bleſſed Sacrament, and 
that we may live in Unity, Peace, and Friend- 
ſnip together. ” 

O Lord, conduct and bleſs me in my holy 
Office, that I may rebuke and admoniſh in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs the Wicked and Erro- 
neous; that J may exhort in Seaſon, out of Sea- 
en, and ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies before Kings, 
and nos be aſhamed. Strengthen me with thine 
Aid, O God, to diſcountenance Sin in the 
richeſt as well as pooreſt of my People, and 
never to be led by any Conſiderations to neg- 
e lect the proper Buſineſs and Duty of my 
Function; that we may all with one Heart and 
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one Mouth glorify thee in thy holy Temple, and 
advance the Credit of, and gain Converts to 
thy dear Son's ſaving Goſpel by the Innocency Þ 3= 
of our private Lives and Converſations. Add, Þ 7 
O Lord, to the Church daily ſuch as ſhall be 
ſaved, and give us the Light of thy Counte- | 7? 
nance, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Auen. 
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|. SERIOUs REFLECTIONS 07 the Calamity 
, Sickneſs, and Directions to be obſerved 
by fick Perſons, © 


Tis remarked by the holy Pſalmiſt, that 
when God with Rebukes doth chaſten Man 
= A. jor Sin, he maketh his Beauty to conſume 
= away, even as it were a Moth fretting a Gar- 
= ment, and concludes, that every Man living 
ds altogether Vanity; and in another Place, 
= when he hideth his Face wwe are troubled, when 
be taketh away our Breath, we die and are 
= turned again to our Duſt, but as well as the 
Power and Judgments, he never fails to recount 
the Mercies of God; when he waited patiently 
Wan the Lord, he tells us, that be inclined his 
4 Ear | 
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Ear unto him and heard his Calling, that, 
in the Multitude of the Sorrcws which be bat 
in his Heart, his Comforts refreſhed his Soll; 


and again, that he ſhould utterly have fainted, 


but that he believed verily to ſee the Goodneſs if 
the Lord in the Land of the Living. 

Theſe, with many other Paſſages out of 
that elaborate and ſublime Compolition, arc 
very proper for the Comfort and Conſidera- 
tion of thoſe whom God is pleaſed to affic 
with Diſeaſes and Infirmities ; who will per- 
ceive themſelves to be in the Hands of God, 
whoſe Mercies are great; and that they are not 
fallen into the Hands of Man, whoſe Merci 
are too generally experienced 70 ve cruel. 

There is no Time when a Senſe of God's 
Almighty Power over his Creatures ſhould be 
more imprinted in our Minds, than under 
the Calamity of Sickneſs ; in order to filence 
all Murmurings and Complaints, and that 
we may be dumb, and open not our Mecutss, 
for it is his doing. And there is no Time 
likewiſe when we have more Need of divine 
Help and Conſolation, than when the Cur- 
tains are drawn to all Pleaſures but thol: 
which are of a ſpiritual Nature, when we ale 


in Pains and Diſcaſes, and no glittering Ob- 


jects of Senſe can divert or entertain us. 

It is an amazing Abſurdity in human Na- 
ture, and ſhews what an Eclipſe Reaſon has 
ſuffered by the Fall, that Life ſhould be ſo 
deſirable, and yet thoſe Vices ſo faſhionable 


and prevailing which ſhorten our Days; 5 
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[4 the Wages of Sin, the Apoſtle aſſures us, 7s 
Death: Every debauched and intemperate 
Man digs a Grave for himſelf, or, in the ele- 


gant Terms of Scripture, makes his Bed in the 


* Darkneſs. Thine own Wickedneſs, lays the 
Prophet, ſhall correct thee, and ſuch an inve- 
* terate Enemy is Sin, that, without God's 
* Grace to reform and forſake it ourſelves, it 
* never leaves the Perſon it beſets and capti- 
* vates, till it has thrown him into the Duft of 
Death. | 


Health is a Bleſſing generally allowed to be 


bone of the great Ingredients in the Inſtitution 
of human Felicity; without it the Wheels of 
Life, like thofe of Pharaoh's Chariots move 
and drive heavily z without it no Fortune is 
enjoyed, and the pooreſt Man, that has Health 
and Eaſe, is happier than the Monarch in Pain 
and Torture; but there is no Bleſſing more 
= abuſed, and a ſtrong Conſtitution is made the 
laſtrument of Sin; we loſe by Poſſeſſion the 
= Scnte of its Value, and then, and then only, 
= conſider and reflect upon the Worth of Health 
= when we come to want it. What Crouds of 
poor Wretches are daily ſeen hurrying them- 
== {clves to the dark Confines of the Grave, 
granting their ſenſual Appetites and Paſſions 

thoſe exceſſive Indulgencies which are ſecret 

Stabs to their Health and Conſtitution. 


We are willing to widen out this Span of Be- 


ing, but are as unwilling to leave off any vi- 


D 


| cious and deſtructive Habits ; we are endowed 
Vith the Faculty of Reaſon, but the Mind of 


Man, 
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Man, in this corrupt State, reſembles that un. 


happy Houſe, where the Servant reignth, 
tome low and inferior Paſſion gaining an Af. 


cendancy over that Reaſon. Pains and Dif. 


tempers lie at the Doors of Sinners, ready to 
break in ſuddenly upon them; whilſt Virtue 
alone is a Preſervative of the Body as well as 
the Soul, and is inſtrumental to our preſent 
as well as eternal Welfare. | 

But as the Caſe at preſent ſtands in this 
ſinful World, Diſeaſes and Infirmities are 
continually in our View, and have been moſt 
aptly called the Harbingers and Forerunners 
of the King of Terrors, whereby he gives the 
gay and thoughtleſs Sons of Men, Notice and 
Warning of his Approach,. that the Terror 
of his Viſitation may be abated by a Prepa- 
ration and Readineſs to receive him. As in 
many Things we Fend all, ſo all are ſubject 
to the Affliction of Sickneſs, but if it is ſauc- 


tified to us by the Grace and Mercy of God, 


like his other Chaſtiſe ments, t will turn Io 
eur Prefit. 


To be diſabled by Infirmity from purſuing JR ' 
thoſe evil Courſes which I have ſhewn fo de-: Wl 


ſtructive to us, muſt be eſteemed Mercy © 
well as Judgment. To be brought to that fe 
rious Senſe and Reflection of our ſinful Ways 
which may produce a Repentance not to be fe- 
pented of, is a kind Diſpenſation of Prov: 
dence; and on a fick Bed as in many oth 
Scenes of Adverſity, the Graces of the Gor 


pel have an Opportunity of being cxerciles 


3 7 * * I : 1A Fi 2 
. HY = 82 


«inde at a Ä R 


7 PRAYERS for the Sick. 259 


and of diſplaying their Luſtre. The Faith, 
the Patience, the Humility, the Refignation, 
the heavenly Mindedneſs, the Love of Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtolical Deſire to be diſſolved and 
e coith him, which is far better; theſe are 

* Chriſtian Excellencies which enlighten and 
# adorn the ſick Chambers of true Believers, 
and make them preferable to thoſe gay Tents 


* 


where, for a Seaſon, the Sinner enjoys him- 


are over him, and of his Judgment Seat, 
where we muſt all one Day appear. 

A happy Death is much better than a wie- 
ked Life, and when Sickneſs is made a pro- 
per Uſe of, to wean ourſelves from this ſin- 
ful Abode, and make our Peace with God, 
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fach Houſe of Mourning may indeed be ſaid 
t be better than the Houſe of Laughter ; and 
* £5 tho ſuch Sickneſs ſhould haſten e Day of 
„eur Death, it will be better to us than the 
Day of our Birth: Since the former will 


& tranſlate us to everlaſting Reſt and Peace, 
z whilſt the latter only introduces us to a 
World of Trouble and Sorrow. 

= But it is the Miſtake and Misfortune of 


E 


Mien, that. as they neglect their religious 
5 4 D . . O 4 
VDutics in Health, and will not think on the 


5 Days of Darkneſs, which ſhall be many, 10 they 
„vill not let even Sickneſs bring them to Re- 
flection, till it plainly appears to be a Sick- 
1 unto Death, till they are deprived of all 


b Hopes and Expectations of Life. 


In 


of Ungodlineſs, thoſe Scenes of vain Pleaſure, 


ſelf, unmindful of the juſt God whoſe Eyes 
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In the firſt Attacks of a Diſtemper, in : 
flow Diſeaſe, when Death does not feem ty 


make any near Advance to us; when Friends 
flatter us with a ſpeedy Recovery, and N.. 
ture bears up againſt the Diſtemper ; when 
hke a Garriſon firſt beſieged, ſhe promiſe 
Strength to hold out, and Phyſic throws in 
all its Succours; we are then unhappily lulled 
into a carnal Security, and defer that Work, 
which would make us fitter to live, as wel 
as fitter to die; which would be of no Di- 
ſervice, if God ſhould ſpare us, and of the 


greateſt Advantage, it the Diſeaſe ſhould 


prove mortal. 

If God is pleaſed to lay his Hand upon us 
and in the midſt of our Sins both of Com: 
miſſion and Omiſſion, afflict us with II 
ſhall it not move us to Conſideration ? Shall 
we ſtill hold it out againſt him? Shall ue 
not do what we are able to procure his Par 
don and Mercy to us? For our Comfort anc 
Encouragement, the Man in the Goſpel wa 
accepted at the eleventh Hour, and received 
the lame Wages with thoſe who bad borne ti? 


Feat and Burden of the Day; but we reid 
alſo, that he went into the Vineyard, that he 
worked, and, it is probable, very hard in 16 N 
Hour; if he had not come at all to the Vin. 


yard, had done nothing, he had not received 
his Lord's Penny; ſo that at the ſame Twit 


that this Parable exalts the divine Merc) 


it teaches us to ſtrive all we can, 2nd, tho 
late, it is much better than ever to retüll, 
and ſleek after God, 
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If the Hours of Health have been trifled, 


and flept away, muſt thoſe of Sickneſs be 
| done ſo too? Muſt we die as we have lived? 


* Muſt all the Care be to quiet and cempole 
the Body? Muſt there be none of the Soul? 
Is this a Chriſtian Part? Will not the very 
* Heathens riſe in Judgment againſt us? And 
can we ruſh into Eternity thus unprepared, 
and not tremble at its endleſs Horrors? So 
far from being hurtful, or diſpiriting, no 
' | © Cordial is fo reviving to the ſick Chriſtian as 
the Comforts of the Golpel. If it moves 
if the Tears of Repentance, it is to lead us to 
a place where every Tear will be wiped from 
our Eyes; if it adminiſters any ſearching 
Vine to the Wound of Sin, it applies its 
Dealing Oi! likewiſe, and always leaves the 


TC „ 
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f flick and afflicted Perſon in a better State 
l chan it finds him: A prudent Viſitation of 
; the Sick is moſt uſeful and beneficial z and 
* 5 


44 be ſhews but little Affection to a Friend or 
tellow Creature, whoſe Concern and Stud 
4 are only tor the Body, and who ſuffers the 
Soul, our nobler Part, to lye comfortleſs and 
q neglected. 
1 * J confeſs, there is no Compariſon to be 
drawn between a Life of Righteouſneſs and 
2 a Lite of Sin; between one habitually rea- 
41 dy, and one that has his great Work to do, 
4 when Sickneſs comes; I muſt own, it is 
5 4 _ Things to ſome Hazard, to poſtpone 
de Duties which belong to our Peace, till we 
m IN © laid on a Death-bed. It is a bold and 
4 wicked 


concernedneſs, becauſe God is merciful, 9 


that our Saviour ſuffered on the Croſs for u 
all, the juſt for the unjuſt ; but in the Go. 
pel-Covenant, like all other Covenants, there 
is ſomething to be done by every contracting 
Party. = 

There is nothing could be advanced more 
to the Diſparagement of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, nor more offenſive to its bleſſed Au- 


thor, than to ſuppoſe his Redemption a Sort | 
of Licence for Continuance in Sin, or for! 


{piritual Sloth and Omiſſion. As Chriſt died 
to ſtop the Empire of Death, ſo did he alf 
to ſubdue the Dominion of Sin, which pro- 
duced Death; that Grace of God hath ab- 
| peared teaching us to deny all Ungodlineſs aul 


worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteny, 


and godly in this preſent World. 
To lin, that Grace may abound, is to raiſe 
a horrid Superſtructure, is to build indeed 
Hay and Stubble upon that glorious Founda- 
tion; it is to make that Goſpel a Motive or 
Encouragement to Sin, whoſe End and Delign 
was to deſtroy it; and God forbid, there 
ſhould be any Sins committed upon al 
bold, as well as ignorant Preſumption 0 
Grace. EE 
Sin, as inconſiſtent with, and a Means t0 
deprive us of the Benefits of the Golpel, fe. 
quires Repentance ; by which I do not mea 


thoſe Tears along, which, from ſoft __ N 
icate 
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wicked Preſumption to commit Sin with U;. 
© if 


becauſe Chriſt has died for Sinners. It is true 


| 
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N jcate Natures, will flow from very trivial Occa- 
ons, but that godly Sorrow, which cauſes a 

true Repentance; a Sorrow proceeding from 
Sight of God in all the lovely Attributes 
Jof his divine Perfections; and from ſuch a 
View of his gracious Providence in this 
World, and of his Care to make us happy 
in the next, as to give us the greateſt Deſire to 
be reconciled to ſuch a good, but offended 
Being; a Sorrow for having /nned againſt 
du. Cod, by whom we exiſt, and move at pre- 
ſent; and by the ſhedding of whole only be- 
gotten Son's moſt precious Blood on the 
i; Croſs we are qualified to hve for ever. 
% Ibis is a godly Sorrow, which, as it floods 
the Eyes with Tears, will fill the Heart with 


jt Love, and promote that Repentance, which 
1 $5 <confilts in abhorring and forſaking our Ini- 
k, cities; but, if we have neglected theſe our 
Duties, and God is pleaſed not to take us a- 
e way in a Moment, but to /pare us @ little, 
| I that we may recover ſome ſpiritual Strength, 
1. 18 before we go hence, and are no more ſeen, 
ir | ſhall we not thankfully acknowledge the 
n Mercy, and make what Ule and ſpiritual 
e Improvements we are able of the little Time 
be graciouſly affords us ? 
of God's Mercy is unlimited, He may do what 


be will with his own ; our Eyes muſt not be 
o evil, becauſe he is god: We are not to neg- 
. lect the Duties of our holy Religion, whilſt 
n we have Health and Strength to perform 

them; the wilful Offender may be ſnatch'd 
. away 


| Duft and Aſhes, and to employ the Moments 


264 PRAYERs for the Sick, 1 
away ſuddenly ; he that will leave his Re! 
pentance to a Death-bed, may have 20 Jin 
alotted him, no Senſes ſpared to him; ad 
the ſerious Conſideration thereof ſhoud 
make us watchful, and diligent to work 
while it is called to-day : but I fay, i 
Sickneſs does overtake us in ſuch an unha 
State of Soul, we muſt labour, though th: 
eleventh Hour is come. 

It is the Buſineſs, then, of the Sinner to 
lift up his Heart, with his Eyes to the God Þ 3 
of all Mercies, to humble and ahr hin{e!fin Þ * 


granted him in working out his Salvation. 

We often take Encouragement from th: 
Thief upon the Croſs ; but we conſider not WR 
what he did in that little Time, preparatory W# 
to the Grace he received from his Lord and 
his Saviour; he proved his Sorrow for, and 


Abhorrence of Sin, in his Rebuke of his 
Brother Criminal; he acknowledged the In- 
nocence of the holy Jeſus, whilſt he was 
numbered with the Tranſgreſſors, and was fe 
viled by thoſe about him; he ſhewed 1 
Love for our ſuffering Lord, a Faith in him, 
which was ſtrong and lively; he acknowledg: 
ed the Happineſs of a heavenly Kingdom t 
be in his Diſpoſal; he prayed, and, as 4 


oreat Divine obſerves, did, in that little 


Time, ihe Work of an Evangeliſt : Let the 
Sinner, that has omitted his Duty, that ha 
committed Sin with Greedineſs, go, and © 
likewiſe, and make ſuch Uſe of the e 
0 
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& allotted him, that his Redeemer may admi- 
niſter the ſame Grace, remember bim in 
bis heavenly Kingdom, and remove from him 
ua his Pains, to be with himſelf in Paradiſe. 
Ik BE However we have lived, the Sick-bed is a 
FBS Place for ſerious Reflection; every Pain we 
by fccl ſhews us the Mercy of God, in giving 
the us ſo much Health and Eaſe as we have en- 
S joycd ; every Hour of our Lives might have 
wh been one of Sickneſs and Torture; how 
04 Þ Þ& thankful then ſhould we be for his great 
j Forbearance of us, when we mult own we 
s have long ſince deſerved Puniſhment ! 
Let us in Sickneſs recollect our Er- 
rors, confeſs our Faults to God, humble our- 
not ſelves under his mighty Hand, and ſtedfaſtly 
ory 5 refolve upon a new Courſe of Life, if he ſhould 


3 
— 2 
CD 


nd be pleaſed to ſpare us; that if we ſhould recover 
d we will not let all ſuch Seriouſneſs paſs off 
his like a Morning-cloud, and vaniſh like an ear- 
I. 5 Dew, but continue firm to the Engage- 


vas ments and Promiſes of our Sick-beds, left 
re. God ſhould prove to us a conſuming Fire; 
and, without another gracious Opportunity 
im, to repent, take us ſuddenly off in our Sin 


Jo- and Ingratitule. | 

to Io conclude, the Seaſon of IIIneſs is a 
s 2 Time for proving our Faith, our Hope, and 
tle our Charity, for weaning our Affections 
the trom this evil World, for beholding its Va- 
has mc) and Incertainty, which can promiſe not 
4 WE © Moment's Enjoyment of its Pleaſures and 
wr Gratifications ; it is the Seafon of particular 
e 
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Devotion, Addreſs, and Supplication to the 
God. of Lite and Death, that, if he ſhall 
Pleaſe to remove us from this World, his 
redeeming Mercy may be extended to us, 
that our Sins may be waſhed away in the Blocd 
.of the Lamb, and our Pardon ſealed in Heaven 
before we leave this earthly Abode. | 

O let us not continue in ſpiritual Sloth, and 
Omiſſion to the laſt, as we have done all the 
Former Days .of our Lives, but humbly im- 
Plore the Juſtification of the Goſpel, and, in 
the prevailing Intreaty of the humble Pub- 
lican, deſire God to be merciful to us, l. 

are Sinners. Let us be careful not to die in 
any Malice, or Unforgiveneſs, but let us 
ſnew that Mercy to our fellow Creatures, 
which we are deſiring at the Hand of Goc, 
end make what Reſtitution we are able for 
all Injuries, and do all the Juſtice in our 
Power. Let us endeavour to clear our Con- 
ſciences, that, whether awe live, we may live 
unto the Lord; or whether we die, we may die 
unto the Lord; ſo that living or dying we ma) 
be the Lord's; that he may take us under his 
merciful Protection and Defence, for the Re. 
mainder of our appointed Time, and th 
for ever to live in Glory. 

Upon the Whole, let ſpiritual Advice and 
Contemplation, the Medicines for the 5% 
be joined to thoſe for tae Body ; and Jam 

erſuaded, all ſerious Chriſtians will thing 
Ely neceſſary to endeavour to ſecure te 


one, 1ncale it ſhould be out of the Foul l 
| 1mad 
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human Learning and Ability to reſtore an! 
cure the other; in caſe a greater Power and 
Wiſdom ſhould interfere, and render all 
the Force of Phyſick infignificant and un1- 
vailing, | | 

It is for this End I have compiled the 
following Devotions and Offices for the Sick; 
nd may the great God, who &/leth, and mateth 
the I alive, who woundeth, and can heal, give his 
m- Blefling to them, that they may promote the 
in WW preſent and everlaſting Peace and Comfort 
ul WW of the diſeaſed and infirm Part of Mankind, 
%% thro' the Merits and Satisfaction of that ble(- 
in ſed and adorable Saviour, who was Eyes to 
vs the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and went about 
res, ing Good, 


500, 

for . 1 
our | 

Con- 17s of Humiliation, Meditations, and Prayers, 
e to be uſed every Day, in a bad State of 
de Health. 

2 116) 

er his Lo RD, of whom can I ſeek Succour 
Re- but of thee, who for my Sins art 


jultly diſpleaſed? 3 
O leave me not, nor forſake me, O Lord 


e and Wmolt holy, O God moſt mighty; O holy, 
Soul, end merciful Saviour, ſuffeg not the bitter 
| am WWF Pains of eternal Death to fall from thee. Thou 
ins u knoweſt, Lord, the Secrets. of my Heart, 
re te but not thy merciful Ears to my Prayer for 
ver Pardon and F orgiveneſs. 


1111040 2 Father, 
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ons, and Satan is at my Right-hand laying hi 


glorify thee in my Body, and in my S. | 
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Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, an 
before thee, and am no more worthy to he 
called thy Son; but, as a Father pitieth ki 
own Children, even ſo art thou merciful 9 
thoſe that fear thee: O let me experience 
thy paternal Affection in theſe my Pains and 
Afflictions, nor in the Time of my Trout: 
hide thy Face from me. 

But who regardeth the Power of th 
Wrath? For even thereafter, as a Man fea- 
eth, ſo is thy Diſpleaſure. 1 

O Lord, I am covered with Tranſgreſt 


Accuſations, and too able to prove my yiclt 
ing to his Temptations. | 

I have nothing to plead in my Excuſe, but 
thy Sufferings, O bleſſed Lord; and thy r. 
deeming Grace is ſufficient for me; O 00 
thou anſwer for me, my Saviour, and ny it 
God. | 

Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the King Wa 
dom of God, nothing polluted can em 
thoſe pure Regions; I am all Pollution, lr: 
Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags; O lave mt, 
for thy Son's Righteouſneſs, and let me 4. 
pear before thy Throne in Glory, with Robe 
made white in the Blood of the Lamb. 

We are bought with a Price, O let t 


rit, which are God's. Tt 
The Waters are come in, O Lord, ©" 
into my Soul, O let thy gracious Spirit 7 


pon them, and make them to me that 1 
which 


— 
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Frhich, when thy Angel troubled, cured all 


EDiſcaſes and Infirmities. 

Thou art, O bleſſed Saviour, the Role 

Frection, and the Life; if thou wilt, thou 

; canſt make me whole. 

Beg. Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but God 

is the Strength of my Heart, and my Por- 
ion for ever. 

1 O ſpare me a little, that I may recover 
my Strength, before 1 go hence, and am no 

more ſeen, What Pains can laſt, if God 

pleaſes to heal? He formed the Light, and 

created the Darkneſs; Affliction cometh not 

: Port of the Duſt, neither dothTrouble ſpring 
out of the Ground. 


F 


„b Let God, and not Man, be my Depen- 
Ty Pence; ö and let my Eyes be lifted up to the 
ils, from whence cometh our Help. O 
m doo Father of Mercies, give me Strength 
> i End Health again to ſerve, and glorify thee, 
vii CE take that Hand off which preſſeth me fore. 
ente | © Lord, remove my Pains, as it {hall 
: N em to thes expedient for me; diſperſe the 
e Cloud that is gathering over me; and, if it 
ve cee thy bleſſed Will, let me wait my ap- 
Robs pointed Time in Health, and Eaſe of Boay 
| and Mind, t.ll I am called to my laſt and 
ct nere: Journey; and tin grant, O Lord, it 
5 N Way be to follow the 3” evhitherſoever be 
2th; to whom, witf . and the Holy 

, ol holt, be all Worthip and Cups Amen. 
it 10 | 
at Pot 


which 
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MEDITATIONS. 


OR D, what is Man! Man is like 2 
_ Thing of Nought, his Time paffcth 
away like a Shadow. 

It was Sin that produced Sickneſs, Sorrow, 
ana Infirmity; how can I love the fatal O- 
rigin of all Trouble and Adverſity ? O give 
me, Lord, Repentance, and an Abhorrcrce 
of all Evil. 

The Life of Man is ſhort, and full of 
Mifery; but the future State revealed to us 
in the Goſpel is eternal, and full of Glory, 

Here we are troubled ; hereafter no ] ears, 
Sickneſs, nor Affliction, will be known. How 
ſhould we, that are Chriſtians, contemplate 
o the Happineſs of the oh, State, whillt ws 
tndure the Pains and Troubles of the other 


* 
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ter. 


Lo RD, look down from Heaven, be- 

hold, viſit, and relieve me thy un- 
worthy Servant ; look upon me with the 
Eyes of thy Mercy, give me Comfort, an 
ſure Confidence in thee, defend me from the 
Danger of the Enemy, and keep me in per: 
petual Peace and Safety, thro* Feſus Chri 
our Lord. Amen. 


8 „ Pray! 
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A Prayer for a ſick Perſon in the Beginning” 
4 F Illneſs. 


4 | J 7 1 « 3 Vers 
h H o Ly, juſt, and gracious Majeſty of 
Heaven, the great God of Love and 
1 Compaſſion, who coſt not afflict willingly, 
). but chaſteneſt Man for Sin, that he may 1ce 
= his Errors, and be ſaved. Help me, O 


Lord, to humble myſelf under thy mighty 
Hand, to attribute my Sufferings to thy di- 
vine Juſtice, and unfeignedly to tnank thee 
for thy ſatherly Correction; acknowledging 
even under thy ſevereſt Puniſhmente, that 
thou, O Lord, art righteous in all thy Il ays, 
and fuſt in all thy Fudgments.. 

cannot but acknowledge, with all IIumi- 
lity and Praiſe of thy glorious Name, that the 
leaſt Mercy we receive is infinitely beyond 
our Deſerts ; and that'the greateſt Calamity, 
we can ſuffer is far leſs than our Sins. Thou. 
haſt meaſured thy Diſpenſations to me ac- 
cording to the Richnels of thy Mercy, and 
not according to my heinous Offences, which. 
have long ago called forVengeance and Judg- 
ment: O ſanctity this Affliction to me, give 
me a firm and unſhaken Faith in thy Pro- 
miſes, and in all the Articles of thy holy. 
Religion. wi 5 

Give me, O Lord, in this Time of Sick- 
neſs, devout Contrition and Humiliation, a 
doro for Sin never to be repented of, and 

h a thoroughHatred of my Vices, as never 
1 to. 
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to be reconciled to them, or any more to be 
guilty of them. O let not Preſumption on 
the one hand, nor Deſpair on the other, 
burry me into any Extreme of Error or Mi- 
ery. Let thy holy Spirit bring all Things 
to my Remembrance, which I have at an 


Time received from thy holy Word and Or- 


Cinances, and let me reap a Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction from them ſufficient to bear me up, 
and to build in me a perſevering Hope and 
Truſt in thee. O lift up thy Countenance, and 
I ſhall be whole, or, if it ſhall be thy good 
Fleaſure to grant me no longer Continuance 
in this earthly Abode, let me die the Death of 
the Righteous. h 

| Keep me, O Lord, from a wounded Spi- 
rit, from a ſlaviſh Fear of Death, and on the 
ether hand from a careleſs Stupidity in Diſ- 
jc lution. Deliver me from all Evil and Mi,, 
chief, from Sin, from the Crafts and Aſſaults of 


the Devil, from thy Wrath, and from ever- | 


laſting Damnation. 

O thou Preſerver of Men, diſpoſe of me as 
thou ſhalt think fit in thy godly Wiſdom, as 
may be moſt for thy Glory and my great and 
eternal Intereſt. Enable me to reſign myſelf 
freely and chearfully to thy divine Pleaſure, 
If it ſhall be thy gracious Will, give a heal- 
ing Quality to the Medicines that ſhall be 
given me, and thy Blefling to the Means that 
ſhall be uſed for my Recovery; but if thou 
ſhalt pleaſe to increaſe my Diſtemper to ſuch 
an Height, as that the outward Man * 


U as a—  w ut. 
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riſh, grant, that the 7zward Man may be re- 
newed more and more, and that the Mliction, 
which is but for a Moment, may work out for 
me an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 
through Feſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and 
mercitul Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


1 


Auother Prayer for a fick Perſon when firſt 


taken. 


ETERNAL and moſt gracious God, who 
doſt correct thoſe whom thou doſt love, and 
chaſtiſe, every one whom thou doſt receive, have 
mercy upon me thy unworthy Servant, now 
taken with great Pain and Diſorder of Body, 
and without any Hope of Eaſe but from thy 
providential Grace and wonted Favour to the 
Work of thy Hands. | 

Be intreated, O God of Love and Com- 
paſſion, to ſay unto my Soul, I ain thy Salva- 
tion, and deliver me from all the fad Enxects 
and Conſequences of Sickneſs, by a ſpeedy and 
merciful Reſtitution of my Health, and 
Strength of Mind and Body. 

To this End, O Lord, bleſs and direct all 
the outward Means and Methods which may 
be taken for my Recovery; and, as thou haſt 
been pleaſed to create ſuch Variety of Herbs 
and Drugs for the Uſe of Man, give thoſe, 
which at this Time ſhall be applied to my 
Diſtemper, ſuch a medicinal and healing 
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Quality, as may render them effectual to my 
Service and Recovery. 

And grant, O bleſſed Lord God, that, if i: 
ſhall be thy Will to reſtore me to my former 
Health, I may amend from this Experi- 
ence of thy Power and Diſpleaſure againſt 
Sin; and that I may lead the Reſidue of my 
Life piouſly and comfortably, in a 'conftant 
Attention to my Duty, both as a Chriſtian 
and Member of Society; that I may live for 
the future to thy Glory, «and the Benefit cf 
thoſe to whom I belong, making a proper 
Uſe, and due Improvement of this and al- 
other thy Bleſſings and Favours. All which 
{ humbly beg for the Sake, and through the 


Merits of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


Another Prayer for a ſick Perſon as the Diſten- 


per increaſes. 


ov, our Refuge and Strength, to whole 


Arms, as into the Arms of a moſt at- 
fectionate Parent, thy afflicted Creatures f. 
for Relief and Succour; extend thy paternal 
Love and Favour unto me thy ſinful and cil- 
oledient Servant, not worthy to be called thy 
Son, and now lying under great Weakne!s 
of Body. O Lord, let it be thy good Plez- 
ſure to preſerve the Life that is now in thy 
Hands, and reſtore to me the Health py 
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which thou haſi formerly bleſſed me, ſo that, 
receiving it as it were doubly from thy Grace, 
may be doubly diligent in thy Service for the 
Time to come. ; | 

Bleſs me, O Lord, with the natural Strength 
and Vigour which this Diſeaſe has weakened 

and impaired, and let that infinite Virtue at 
this Time go o, of thee, which hath not only 

bealed the Sick, but even raiſed the Dead to Life. 
L But as it is only known to thy great Wit- 
dm, whether I can be of any further Uſe to 
the World, promote thy Glory or the Wel- 
fare of my Family or Friends; as it may be 
better for me to be delivered from this mor- 
tal Body, and from ſome Evil to come, O 
teach me to reſign myſelf to thy Will and 
Diſpoſal, and be pleaſed to give me a ſincere 

Faith, a true Repentance, and an ardent De- 
votion, to prepare for my Appearance in thy- 
awful Preſence. 

O Lord, waſh me from the Stains of cor- 
rupt Nature in the Blood of thy immaculate 
Lamb, and let his perte& Obedience be an 
Attonement and Satisfaction for my Sin and 
Rebellion. As thou haſt removed me by 
this Diſeaſe from the Society of Mankind, 
let thy miniſtring Angels be my Guard and 
Comfort; and, if it ſhall pleaſe thee to remove 
me for ever from this Valley of Tears and 
Mifery, grant, that they may carry me to 


the peaceful Boſom of eternal Reſt and Feli- 
City. > | 
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O Lord, wean my Thoughts and Aﬀec- 


tions from this enſnaring and decoying World, 
and fill my Soul with the nouriſhing Hopes 
and Ideas of Glory and Immortality; give 
me Patience in the preſent Pains and Suffer- 
ings of this mortal Body, from a Senſe that 


It is thy Pleaſure, and that Reſignation be- 


comes a Chriſtian. 


Raiſe my Affections, O Lord, to the 


Things which are eternal, and remove them 
rom the Things which are ſeen, and are tem- 
f oral ; that, if I am now to be diſſolved, Imay 
chearfully ſubmit, and go out of this World 
rejoicing in Hope, that this diſeaſed and wile 
Hedy will be faſhioned and made like unto Chriſi”s 
gicrious Body; and that 1 ſhall be with him, 
which is far beiter than the moſt proſperous 
Circumſtance of this tranſitory State. Grant 
this, O Lord, for his Sake, my adorable Sa- 
viour and Mediator. Amen. 
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Another Prayer for a fick Perſon in great Dan- 
| ger of Death. | 


ALmicnuTy and moſt merciful Father, 
eternal and everlaſting God, whole 
| dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt * went about 
Healing every Sickneſs and every Diſeaſe among 
the People, and ſent his Diſciples, giving them 
Power to perform the ſame kind Office; look 


with thy wonted Favour upon me thy 2 2 
1 ; 


Matt. ix. 35. x. Is 
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ed Servant, * whoſe Sighs are many, and 
whoſe Heart is faint, by reaſon of the Sick- 
neſs which preſſeth me ſore. 

O Lord, without thy interpoſing Help and 
Deliverance, I ſhall ſoon be deprived of the 

* Refidue of my Years, and ſent to the Gates of 
* the Grave, where I ſhall not ſee thee, even thee, 

0 Lord, in the Land of the Living, nor behold 
Aan any more with the Inhabitants of the 

# I/Vorld; have mercy on me, O Lord, accord- 
ing to thy loving Kindneſs, and forgive me 

E thole Offences which are the fatal Cauſes of 
all Sickneſs and Sorrow. | 

l acknowledge my Tranſgreſſions, and my 

| Sin is ever before me. I have done that which 
i Evil in thy Sight, and neglæcted my Duty 
to thee, O Lord, with whom are the Iſſues of .. 
| Life and Death , what do I deſerve but im- 
| mediate Deſtruction? the Cutting-off of my + 
Days, and that mine Age ſbould depart and be 
removed from me, as a Shepherd's Tent ; but, 

O bleſſed Lord, in Love to my Soul, deliver it 
lit it be thy Pleaſure) from the Pit of Corrup- 
lion, and caſt my Sins behind thee. 

l have much to do in the great Work of my 

W Satation; and the Grave cannot praiſe thee, 
Death cannot celebrate thee, and they that go 

| «own into the Pit cannot hope for thy Truth. + 
Obe ready to ſave me, that I may glorify thee .- 
by a retormed Life and Converſation, and 


; 7's, my Songs of Praiſe in the Houſe of the 
| Lord, | "EW 
We 
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We are taught in thy holy Word, 4 
where Sin abounded, Grace did much more g. 
bound; O let me now find ſuch Grace in thy 
Sight, and correct me but with Fudgment, not 
in thine Anger; leſt thou bring me to w. 
thing. Let the comfortable Voice of Foy and 
Health be again in my Dwelling, and do tho, 
O Lord, make me a clean Heart, and renew a 
right Spirit within me, that a Dwelling ſo f4- 


voured, may in Gratitude become the Dæel.- 


ing of the Righteous. 

But, O Lord, mot my Will but thine le 
dene; if thou ſhalt now think it proper to 
bring my Life to an End, grant I may re- 
ceive thy Sentence of Departure without any 
lecret Murmuring or Complaint, and commit 
my Soul unto thee as into the Hands of a faith- 


ful Creator and Redeemer. Grant, that all my 


Pains and Sufferings may for ever end, that[ 
may join the bleſſed Spirits of ;a/t Men maid: 
perfect, and, after the many Troubles which | 
have gone through in this Valley of Tears, 
the Pains of Sickneſs which I now ſuffer, and 
the Agonies of Death which are ſtill to come, 
I may enjoy everlaſting Reit and Repoſe in 
thy heavenly Kingdom. 


O Lord, I am the Work of thy Hands, 


formed in thy Image, and bought with the 
Price of thy Son's Blood; O ſuffer not te 
bitter Pains of eternal Death to fall from ii, 


but, if thòu art pleaſed to take me hence, tabe 
me to thy Mercy. 


O hear 
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O hear my Supplication, and, in the com- 
paſſionate Words of thy bleſſed Son for his 
Fnemies, O Father, forgive me my Sins, who 
* knew not what I did. O let me be with my 
pleſſed Saviour in Paradiſe, behold his Face 
in Glory, who ſo loved as to ſuffer for me here 
on Earth. O thou ſupreme and merciful Be- 
ing, who has heaped ſo many Benefits upon 
me, preſerved me from ſo many Dangers, 
and ſupported me in ſo many Troubles and 
Sorrows, leave me not comfortleſs in my laft 
Hours, and let not the Enemy have Advan- 
tage over me. 

Give thy Bleſſing to thoſe who, without 
it, will feel my Loſs in their Support and 
Maintenance; let thy Providence watch over 
them, and be their Shield from the Darts of 
the Wicked; let not my weeping Friends and 
Survivors be ſorry for me as Men without Hope; 
but grant, O Lord, that I may continue firm 
and unſhaken to my laſt Hour, and then die 
in the Faith, Communion, and Love of my 
dear and adorable Redeemer, and receive the 
happy Fate of thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus; to 
whom with thee, O Lord, and the Divine 
Spirit be all Glory and Dominion, World 
without End. Amen, 


0 AN * 5 . 
: Y . 7 PRESS = PR - " 4 7 wy : 
22 ͤ K 1 * 
. eee 8 - "OR 


Conſo- 


J 
4 4 
. 0 - 8 
— 3 " — 
mee : ” 
: 5 - — 
— —U —— — 
F Ln ear 
G SIT — 
— 83 1 
_ . 2 - - "IE JET \ 
= — — : 2 * 
8 2 — 


— 
—.— 


DRE 


> —— SOS — — 
* 5 


28 PRAYERS for the Sick. 


Conſolations and Inſtruftions to be given in tj; 
Viſitation of the Sick. 


EARLY beloved-Brother (or Siſter) as it 


has pleaſed Almighty God to afflict you 

with this Illneſs, it highly becomes you lo to 
behave under his Hand, that it may turn to 
your Profit, and work out for you an exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory. - 
The Sick-bed may be made much ſofter 
and eaſter by proper and pious Reflections, 
and, as the ouzward Man decayeth, by the 
Grace of God (for which we ſhould earn:ftly 
pray in ſuch a calamitous Circumſtance) we 


may be ſo ſtrengthened in the inner Man, as 


to bear this Chaſtiſement of our heavenly 
Father, not only with Patience and Submil- 
ſion, but with Cheartulneſs and Chriſtian Cou- 
rage and Reſolution. 
The holy Apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord, 
and many others who have drank of his bitter 
Cup, were in the ſame Nature as we are, and 
as much affected with the Acuteneſs of Pain. 


It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the Strokes and 


Scourges of Perſecution, and the Tortures of 
Martyrdom, were not felt by thoſe primitive 
and Chriſtian Heroes; but they had a Faith, 
which ſo overcame the tender and yielding 
Paſſions of human Nature, that, happy in 
the Thoughts of their Fidelity to their great 
Maſter, whilſt others meanly ſhrunk from 


their Duty, and left the Cauſe in which = 
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Had engaged, in the Field of Battle, they could 
Iight couragiouſly under the Banner of the 
Captain of their Salvation; and, with the Joy 
bat was ſet before them, the Prize to be diſ- 
tributed after running the painful Race, re- 


ceived their Sufferings with Bravery, and 


Reſignation; with that inward Tranſport and 
Satisfaction, which more than counter- ba- 
lanced their bodily and momentary Sufferings. 
* Sickneſs is a Subject of Contemplation, on 
the divine Power over thoſe Creatures who 


© take ſuch Liberties with their Maker: It is 


upon a Sick- bed that we ſee our Frailty and 
Infirmity, what poor, weak, and helpleſs 
Wretches we are, when God is pleaſed to 
lay his Hand upon us. Lord, what is Man ! 


bat he ſhould dare to offend and ſin againſt 
ſo powerful a Being, with whom are the I/ 
| ſues of Life and Death; who killeth, and maketh 
alive; who woundeth and can heal. 

And if ſuch Reflections, as it may natu- 
rally be expected, ſhould produce a godly 
Sorrow for Sin, a ſincere and hearty Repen- 
E tance, tne God of all Mercies, who ſees how 
ve humble ourſelves, will ſanctify the Affic- 
ton to us, and make it inftrumental to our 
p greateſt Advantage. As all Things are naked 


edo, as he ſaw thoſe open or ſecret Faults, 
which perhaps occaſioned this Correction, ſo 
bis Ears are open to our Prayers for Mercy, 
and his Eyes to the becoming Tears of Re- 
85 | pentance z 


# ſhould be the Reflection of the Sick-chamber) 


end open to the Eyes of him ævith whomwe have 


— — — — — - — —— — — by 
7 Tz F — r d * my \ 
* — - -+ 
om —_—y = * 
e : 2˙ hea el S 
= N 2 
1 5 
CO 


— — 
wake © 


— 


19 
Z * 
1 
WY 
} 2 
19 
44 
it) 
4 
44 
TE 
: 


292 PRAYERS for the S1CK. 
pentance ; a broken and a contrite Heart are 
the Sacrifices of a ſick Chriſtian, which he wil 
not deſpiſe; nor will he ſuffer ſuch to |; 
tempted above what they are able, but will with 
the Temptation make ſome Way to eſcape, that 
they may, be able to bear it. 

Let us therefore {eriouſly examine ourſelye, 
upon a Sick-bed, whether we perform uy 
Parts towards procuring the Help and Mercy 
we 1mplore. We know that when we correct 
our Children for Faults, we continue the 
Strokes till Pardon is aſked, and the Offence 
acknowledged; all the Intreaties of a proud 


and ſtubborn Nature are unavailing ; thole 


who ſee not their Errors, or will not bend the 
ſtubborn Knee, the God of Juſlice, as well 
Mercy, will not regard ; but let the Furnace 


ef Adverſity ſerve to purify the Metal, let it 


purge it of its Droſs, and then its Owner and 
Proprietor will ſet a proper Eſteem and Vi- 


lue upon it. True Penitents and Converts 


he will place amongſt his Jewels, and to thoſe 
whom he has pcliſbed by cutting, and brouglt 
from their Roughneſs, and Unfitneſs for his 
Crown of Righteouſneſs by the proper and ne- 
ceſſary Diſcipline ot Affliction, he will give 
the Inheritance of his paternal Affection; and 
as they have bore his fatherly Correction, he 


will for ever remove them from all Pain and 
Trouble. 


Who, that compares preſent Things wit 


eternal, the Promiles of the Goſpel with the 


Pleaſures of this World, the Treaſure in gar” 
| . ren 
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4 ven, which Moth and Ruſt cannot corrupt, 
nor Thieves break through and ſteal, with 


$ tba; which is ſubject to all theſe Accidents, | 


can a Moment debate, whether it is not better 
to tate up cur Lord's Croſs and follow him to 


3 ; everlaſting Glery, than to look back at its 


Weight, to tremble at its Nails and unplea- 
bing Aſpect, and lo refule to bear it, and loſe 
T the Felicity and eternal Conſolation of thoſe 
in whom our bleſſed Saviour's Sufferings abound? 
[3 Raiſe up then your Affections to Things 
above, and, with a ſtrong and lively Faith in 
your Redeemer's Merits, put. your Hopes 
and Confidence in him, and the Change mutt 
be for the better, wither it ſhall pleaſe God 


to reſtore you to your former Health, or re- 
move you now from all Pain and Uneaſinels. 
to his heavenly Manſons of Reit and ever- 


laſting Peace. 
Having given you a Senſe of your frail and 
mortal State, how toon he can pull down this 
Fabrick of a human Body which we are ſo 
careful about, and ſo vainly ado:iny having 
given you a painful Experience of Sin, 
wounced you with ſome of the Diſtempers, 
thoſe Thorns and Thiſtles which Sin has pro- 
duced, and brought you to Repentance, and 
a Sight of yourſelt and your Iniquities; what 
an humble Awe, of the God you formerly 
neglected, will ſuch Afflictions be moſt likely 
to produce? what a Love of that merciful 
Being, who braught you to the Brink of the 
Grave, and has raiſed and reſtored you? 
| A Fear 
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A Fear and Love of God will naturally 
produce that careful and circumſpect Con- 
verſation, which will procure in your Dzoe/]- 
ings the ſweet Voice of Foy and Health, till the 
Days of your appointed Time ſhall come, 
and God ſhall tranſlate you to his bliſsful Re- 
gions: And, having your Converſation in Hea- 
ven whilſt on Earth, will bring you to the 
glorious Poſſeſſion thereof, into that Preſence, 
where there is Fulneſs of Joy, and to that 


 Right-hand, where there are Pleaſures for 


evermore. 
So that, whether Life or Death are decreed, 

if this Affliction becomes thus ſanctified, and 

you thus wiſely know the Time of your Viſita- 


tion, Happineſs is the certain Conſequence, 


Be not then afflicted nor caſt down in your 
Illneſs; let him be ſorry and diſpirited that 
is without Hope; if you believe in Chriſt, in 


the Sea rages horribly, and its Waves are 
ſwelling and impetuous; if Diſeaſes, like o- 
ther powerful Enemies, kill this Body, there 
is no more that they can do, and God can ſtop 
them from going ſo far. 


Let your Fear ther, and your Hopes be 


in him, who has the Salvation and Deſtruc- 


tion of both Body and Soul in his Power, and 
will order every Thing for the beſt to thoſe 
that call on bim faithfully ; and be perſuaded 
to leave the Event to his wiſe and good Pro- 
vidence. 


How 


him that has died to ſave you; on that Rok 
of your Defence you may lafely reſt, thougin 
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How could you have proved your Patience 
and Reſignation to God's Will, it you had 
never been tried? Now your Faith will be 
found laudable, glorious, and honourable in 
the Day of the Lord Jeſus. God has made 
you an Example of Suffering, particularly, 
of Faith and Confidence in him, and will re- 
ward your prelent Sufferings with greater 
Joys and Pleaſures, than all your Health and 
long Enjoyment of Lite or Proſperity could 
have produced; you could not have lived 
without ſome Trouble, but, beyond the 
Grave there is no Vexation nor Unealineſs to 
be known by thoſe that /leep in Zeſus , God 
will bring the Righteous, with-that bleſſed 
Son of his Love, to everlaſting Life and Felicity. 
Though the Hand of God, which has 
brought you from Health to this Bed of Sick- 
neſs, ſhould lead you from hence to the 
Grave, that Heuſe appcinted for all Living, 
yet fear not, he is ſtill with you, he will not 
leave you, like your earthly Friends, to go in 
alone; but you will {till find the Hand of 
your loving and heavenly Father, leading your 
Soul to Blits and joyful Repoſe. 
Receive therefore, as an Act of Mercy and 
Kindneſs, this Chaſtiſement of God; humble 
yourlſelt under his mighty Hand, conſider 
your Ways, confeſs your Faults to him, and, 
with a true Concern that you have offended 
lo good, as well as powerful a Being, implore 
his Help and Mercy. Lift up your Heart to 
him, flatter not yourſelf with any fancigd 
Righte- 


9s r a ts 
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Righteouſneſs, nor ſtrive to leſſen or diminiſh Þ 
your Faults in his Sight, from whom no Se. 
crets are hid. It is better to condemn our. 
ſelves, and be juſtifked by him, than to be 
ſpiritually proud, and then have Shame and 
_ Confuſion of Face. | 

Turn your Heart, and all your Deſires to 
God, that you may lead a new Life, and 
employ your Time better, more to his Glo- 
ry, and the Good of your fellow Creatures; 
implore his recovering Help and Aſſiſtance; ang Bt 
let not the World and its ſinful Pleaſures be Ng 
your Motive for Lite; for that is regarding 
—_— in your Heart, whilſt you pray unto Dowel 

Upon the M hole, 

Be ſtedfaſt in the Faith without wavering, | 
nothing doubting, but that Chriſt is he Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation to all that obey him. 
If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful, and ju/, Þ 
to f rgive us our Sins, his Blood is able 0 A U 
cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs ; and, if we W gk 
have ſinned, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Feſiis Chriſt the Righteous. This is 
the Chriitian's Hope that maketh not 
aſhamed; and to die in fuch Belief, ſuch . 
Chriſtian Confidence, in the Merits and Love 
of your dear Redeemer, will be to depart 
this World, as the diſeaſed Perſon in the Gol- 

el went from his Preſence, to whom he ut- 
ered theſe affectionate Words; Go in Peace, 


thy Faith hath ſaved thee. 
Bear 


Bea 
ourac 
Know 
me wWi 
Farth 
deſtro 
ſee Ge 


rejoici 
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Bear up, therefore, yourſelf manfully and 
T-ourageouſly in this your Hour of Afffiction. 
Know that your Redeemer liveth, and that 
hne will ſtand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth ; and though, after your Skin, Worms 
deſtroy this Body, yet in your Fleſh will you 
Hee God. Be patient in this your Tribulation, 
rejoicing in Hope, and ſaying with Jos, Though 
he flay me, yet will J truſt in him. Hear his 
Voice, who, in his Goſpel, calls the Weary 
and Heavy-laden unto him; commit yourſelt 
unto his Care and Mercy, who has been 
dead, and now liveth, who will receive you 
to himſelf; and, if 5% are faithful unto 
Death, will give you a Crown of Life. 

Our Father, &c. | | 

O Saviour of the World, who, by his 
Croſs, and precious Blood, has redeemed you, 
| fave you, and help you, we humbly beſeech 
| tace, O Lord. = 
And may the Peace of God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, keep us all in the Know- 
ledge and Love of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord! And the Bleſſing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all evermore. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for a fick Perſon, where there ii 


little Hope of Recovery, 


E humbly beſeech thee, O Lo 


mercifully to look uponthis thy Servant 


and to abate, if it be thy bleſſed Will, hy 
ſore Dileaſe, granting him his former Health, 
and a longer Continuance among us; but 
foraſmuch as the Arm of Fleih feenis tog 


weak to aſſiſt him, and, without thy gracious 


Help and Interpoſition, he muſt die, and nu 
live, give him Grace, O Lord, to ſubmi, 
and reſign himſelf to thy Pleaſure, and tho 
the Merit of thoſe Pains, which thy bleſſe 
Son hath ſuffered for us all, forgive him his 
Sins, and let his Pardon be ſealed in Hear, 


before he goes hence, and is no more ſeen. 
O Lord, increaſe his Faith, and, it the 


Hour of his Departure ſhould be near ap- 


ere grant it may be the Time of lis 


eleaſe from all Pain and Sorrow; and tha, BY 


from this Valley of Tears, he may come t! 


thy Paradiſe of eternal Glory. Give him, 0 
Lord, a Senſe of himſelf, and what is tie 
Hope of his bigh Calling, and the Greatneß 
of thy Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. Give him . 
ritual Strength in his bodily Weaknels, and 1 


defend him from all the evil Suggeſtions and 
Temptations of his great Enemy. 


Give thy holy Angels Charge over hn 
comfort him in the Jour of Death, and ae, 
and deliver Eim in the Day of 1 N ; 2 

ord, 
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Lord, wean his Thoughts and Affections 
from this vain World, and aſſiſt him wita 
thy Grace to approve, and make choice of 
what thou ſhalt judge moſt proper for him; 
chat, if thou ſhouldſt ſpare him, he may live 
to thy Glory, or, if thou takeſt him away 
trom the Sons of Men, that he may be with 
Cbriſt, which is far better. | 
= Whenever the Time of his Diſſolution 
W drawcth nigh, the Hour when thou ſhalt de- 
termine to remove him hence, give him 
Faith cheerfully to render up his Soul into 
thy Hands, and then receive him to thy 
everlaſting Reſt. Grant, that his /aff may 
be his happieſt Hour of Life, his laſt Words 
BS his 4% Words, and his Jaſt his beft Thoughts; 
that when the Sight of his Eyes, thoſe Lamps 
of Life, ſhall be extinguiſhed, and His Tongue 
FS hall faulter, and be no longer able to call 
| upon thee, he may, with an Eye of Faith, 
S behold his approaching Glory, and, with 
E St. Stephen, the Heavens opened, and Feſus 
ſtanding at thy Right-hand to receive him. 
cet his happy End be ſuch a Leſſon to 
us, that we may deſire to die ſuch Death of 
e Kizbteous, and that our latter End may be 
bie is. Let thy Grace, O Lord Feſus 
n, and thy Love, O God, and thy Fel- 
ovſhip, and Conſolation, O bleſſed Spirit, 


i * with him, and with us all for evermore. 


(© A Praye 
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A Prayer for a fick Perſon in the Agonies on] 1 Fl. 
Extremity of Death. 1 


Lok p, and merciful Father, our on! 
Refuge and Reſort in Time of Trouhl: 
and Affliction, lift up the Light of thy Co 
tenance upon thy Servant, now coming to ap- 
pear in thy Preſence. Waſh away his Sins in 
the Blood of thy immaculate Lamb, that 
they may not come in Judgment againſt him; 
let not the Soul be loſt, that Hs been bog ot 
with ſuch a Price, but pardon all his Neg. Gt: 
lects and Omiſſions, and give him ſuch n 
Invincible Faith in thy heavenly Promites, a WT na 
may ſupport him in this his laſt and great {WF hi: 
Combat. if 
If thy Juſtice makes him tremble, let ty Ri 
Mercy, O Lord, comfort him; and, if hs thi 
Fleſh and his Heart faile. h, be thou the thy 
Strength of his Heart, and his Portion et po 
ever. O Lord, forſake him not in this bitter 
Conflict, ſtrengthen him in his laſt Moments , gr. 
and receive his departing Spirit into tay , di; 
| Hands, who gave it. O Lord, he is tie me 
1 Sheep of thy Paſture, number him with th ow 


if Elect, that he may dwell in the celeſtial 1 Wi 

} bode of the Spirits of juſt Men made pe, fle. 
| Ze. Grant, O Lord, that what he has ce th 
through a Glaſs darkly, he may now bene it! 
Face to Face, thy glorious Majeſty in all ti BD) 
Luſtre of divine Perfection, thro” Jeſus Crit = 


Anol bi | 


his blefied Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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Another recommendat ory Prayer at the Time of 
LPEparears. 


BLESSED Lord, who art full of Com- 
paſſion, and infinite in Mercy to the 
Children of Men; whom to know 1s Life 
eternal, and on whom we may ſafely rely in 
all Dangers and Troubles : Have Pity upon 
this thy expiring Servant, who is now ſtrug- 
gling in the Agonies of Death, and deſtirute 
of all Comfort, but what derives from oy 
Grace and ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. 

Hear, O Lord, his dying Groans for the 
vaſt Errors of his Life, and let the Sighs of 
his departing Soul reach thy Mercy-ſeat ; 
if his Heart condemn him, let thy dear Son's 
[3 Righteoutneſs be his Juſtification, and, in 
| the Terror and Diſquietude of Death, let 
thy Heaven, open to all Believers, be his Sup- 
port and Conſolation. 

Endue him, O Lord, with 8 in this 
great Trial of Nature, and repair, by thy 
divine Grace, the Breaches which have To. 
made by his great Adverſary, and by his 
own Weaknels and Infirmity. 

Grant, that his Soul may depart from its 
fleſhly and ſinking Companion, ſatisfied in 
thy Promiles, that, Wit bout Spot, and blameleſs, 
it may be preſentec unto thee, the Father of 
Spirits, and 00 an eternal Tranquility, 

O Lord, who liveſt and reigneſt cternally 
In lleaven, and ordereſt Man. to the Duit, 
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from which thou haſt formed us: Raiſe 
him, O Lord, by Virtue of thy Son's Reſur— 
rection and Victory over the Grave; and, 
through his Merits, forgive him that Sin, 
which is the Sting of Death. As he ha 
borne the Image of the earthly, let him bear 
the Image of the heavenly ; and now, that his 
Change is come, let it be from Corruption and 
Infirmity to eternal Health and Felicity. 
Let the ſtreaming Tears of his laſt Mo- 
ments be for ever wiped from his Eyes; ad, 
O Lord, the bleſſed Inheritance to thy Grace 
of Adoption; and reward his Faith with an 
Sight, and his Hepe with Fruition; that, * 
dying in the Lord, he may reſt from all his WW _ 
Labours, and his good Works follow him wit! 1 


tneir Pleaſure of Reflection. And to us, tht Wt 7% 
ſurvive this Inſtance of Mortality, give thy In 
Grace to -imitate his Virtue, and to avoid , de 
what we have ſcen amiſs in him, fer who © th 
there that finneth not? CO 
O Lord, prepare us to follow him, thro hi. 
this gloomy Paſſage of Death to that, glor: - 


ous Life and Immortality brought to ligt #1 
bis Goſpel, who was the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; and in whoſe moſt holy Steps 10 
tread in this World, will be to wear bi 
Crown of Righteouſneſs in the other; whic), 
O merciful God, grant, may be the happy Fat 


of our departing Brother, and every one her Le 
preſent, through the Satisfaction of w— » 
elle 


df 


 Phavtss for the SiCk. 293 
bleſſed and adorable Perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


1 


Prayer for a fick Child. 


\ Gop, the heavenly Parent of Man- 
kind, we deſire earneitly to humble 

ourſelves for all our Miſ-doings, beſeeching 
thee not to mark what we have done amiſs, 
but with Mercy to look upon us, and to 
help and ſuccour this innocent Child, in, 
and through the Merits of that Lamb of Ged, 
which taketh away the Sins of the World. 

Let not, O Lord, our manifold Sins and 
Tranſgreſſions ſeparate, at this Time, be- 
tween us and our God, nor, by reaſon of our 
Iniquities, do thou hide thy Face from as ; 
deal not with us according to our Sins, u 
thou didſt with thy Servant David, who 
could not prevail with thee for the Life of 
his Child; but, O Lord, be reconciled to 
ue, who turn to thee in Weeping, Supplica- 
tion, and Prayer. 
O Lord, thou haſt promiſed 7 give th 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk it; and that this 
Promiſe is unto us, and to our Children, and 
to them that are afar off : Be it unto thy 
Servants according to thy Word : And, O 
Lord, teach us to poſſeſs our Souls in Pati- 
ence and Contentment with thy Providence, 
and make us of the Number of thoſe, tg 
whom all Things work together for Good. 
O 3 Let 
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Let us not only ſubmit with Fear and Re- 
vererce, and acquieſce with Meekneſs and 
dutiful Submiſſion ; but even to rejoice that 
we ere accounted worthy, firſt to have, and 
then chearfully to part with any Thing at 
thy Will, and by the Order of ſo great a 
Ced, and gracious a Father. Such, O Lord, 
is Cur natural and affectionate Regard to this 
or weak Infant, now ſtruggling with Pain 
ind and Sickneſs, that we cannot help the 
fecret Wiſhes and Longings of our Hearts, 
that thou wouldſt heal and preſerve it; and 
we humbly hope for thy Pardon and For- 
giveneſs, if we repeat our earneſt Supplica- 
ons, that thou wilt be graciouſly pleaſed to 
al-, or releaſe this afflicted Child, that we 
may glorify thy Name in either Diſpenls- 
tion. 

Thou only knoweſt the preſent Sorrows of 
its young and tender Heart in thefe Pains 
nd Agonies; O do thou ſupport and 
{:rengthen it, and lay no more upon it than 
it is able to bear. For the Sake of thy dear 
Sor, who cured that dumb Man in the Gol- 
jel, whoſe moving Addreſſes to thee were 
his Diſability to utter them; be merciful, we 
beſcech thee, to this ſick Child, which can- 
not expreſs its Malady, nor defcribe Symp: 
toms, in order to its Remedy. | 
In its Behalf, O Lord, we fly to thee for 
Succour, humbly praying, that thou wilt fo 


bleſs the Means that are, or ſhall be uſed 


for its Recovery, that, if it be thy Will, the) 
> rod Era | e 4 may 
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may be ſpeedily effectual to the deſired End- 
that this Child may recover; and grow up 
in Piety and Virtue, as in Age and Sta- 
ture, be in Favour with God and Man, and 
a Comfort to all its Friends and Relations. 
Grant, O Lord, if thou ſhalt pleaſe to 
ſpare it to them, that they may bring it up 
in thy Nurture and Admonition, beſtow good 
and religious Education upon it, and in- 


Examples; and, on the other hand, if thou 
ſhalt not be plealed to let this tender Thread 
of Life be {pun out to any further Length, 
be not angry with us for ever, but continue, 
and increate all thy other Bleſſings to us, as 
our Health, our Friends, and Liberty * (the 
FE: other Child, or Children which remain) and 
all the Neceſſaries and Comforts of Life: 
and, above all, give us thy Grace and hea- 


proper Uſe of all thy Diſpenſations; that they 
may be ſanctified to us, and that, after this 
Lite, we may meet this dear and innocent 
Infant, and all the Ele& of God, in the Man- 
ſions of everlaſting Bliſs. _ 

All this we humbly beg in his Name, and 
through his Mediation, who was pleaſed to 
ſhew an affectionate Concern for Children, 
to embrace them in his Arms, lay his Hands 
«pon them, and bleſs them, our Lord Feſus 
Chrift. Amen. 


04 


H A Prayer 
; * This to be ſaid, ib there are more Children. 


ſtruct it in thy Ways by pious Counſels and 


venly Benediction, that we may make a 


= 
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Prayer for an only Child dangerouſly ill, 


BLESSED Lord God, whoſe dear 


beloved Son did take Compaſſion up- 


n the diſconſolate Widow in the Goſpel, 


nd reſtore to her longing Arms her Child, 
and only Joy and Comfort in this carthly 


Abode; we implore thy Pity and Help to 
this Child, now lying under thy Hand. 0 
I ord, look upon him, not as a Child of 
Adam, born in Sin, and conceived in Ini- 


quity, but as a Child of thy Love in Chrif 


Jeſus, and whom thou haſt honoured: with 


the Seal of thy Adoption in Baptiſm, 


He cannot utter his Sorrows, nor preſent 
his Prayers to thee for Merey, O hear thoſe 


which we offer up in his Behalf ; and let the 


Groans of tender Infancy, the Sighs of In- 


nocence, at this Time, prevail with thy 
merciful Nature and Diſpoſition. to reſtore 


him to us. Thou, O Lord, haſt taken Chil- 
cren into thy Adoption and Grace, thou art 


| Pleaſed to be their Father, vouchſafe now 
to be the healing Phyſician of this afflicted 
Infant, this on] 
whom all our temporal Hopes and Expec- 
tations are placed, and for whom we labour: 
with Pleaſure and Satisfaction. | 

But, O Lord, our Affections may be fin- 
ful in this reſpect, our Love and Fondnels 
may exceed their proper Limits; if fo, 0 


Lord, thy Will be done; thou gaveſt us this 
4” — | ; | N l 
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Child of our Boſom, in 
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l Bleſſing, and haſt a Right to rate it away, O 
teach us in all Circumſtances to praiſe thy 
holy Name. 


# your of thy gracious Providence, (all the 
Pains of whole Birth were ſoon forgot, for 
Joy that a Man-child was concerved) grant, 
that he may ſerve and glorify thee in the 


* unto thee, and a Credit to thy Church, and 
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blaſphemed by him, nor we ſuffer Shame 


PRAYERS for the SICK. 297 


It it pleaſe thee to continue to us this Fa- 


whole Courſe of his Life; let him grow in 
Grace, and enlighten him with thy Holy 
Spirit, that he may be a Veſſel of Honour 


holy Religion ; that thy Name may not be 


and Reproach from that Lite which we have 
humbly implored at thy Hands. 

If, O Lord, thou chooſeſt rather to take 
him in this Bloom of Innocence, in this 
State of Freedom from actual Sin, mot as 
we will, but as thou wilt, How adorable is 
thy Wiſdom, in removing many of thy 
Creatures from the Evils and Tr.ubles of 
Lite! and, if it ſhall be thy Pleaſure to deal 
thus with this Infant, to deliver him from 
the Temptations of the Enemy, from the 
Contagion of ill Example, from the many 
Dangers and Misfortunes to which we are 
txpoled in this miſerable Life, and to give 
him an early Poſſeſſion of celeſtial Happineſs 
with thy holy Angels, give us Grace to 
reſign without murmuring, and to ſhew that 
true Affection for our Child, in freely part- 
ing with him for /uch his Glory and Feli- 

( city, 
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city, for his Reception into Hands much bet. 
ter than ours, into a Society much better than 
of Mortals and miſerable Sinners. 


O teach us Submiſſion and Patience to this, 


and all the Acts of thy wiſe and merciful Pro- 


vidence, to glorify thee for his Recovery; or 


to bleſs thee if thou ſhalt take him hence; 
beſeeching thee to receive him into thoſe hea- 


venly Habitations, where the Souls of them 


that die in the Lord enjoy perpetual Reſt and 


Happineſs. Grant this, O Lord, for his Sake 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who liveth and reign- 
eth with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, one only 
and true God, World without End. Amen. 


— —_ 


* 


A r—_—_ 


Proper Meditations for a fick Perſon in a deſpi- 


rate Diſeaſe, and given over by his Phyſicians. 


I Am the Neſurrection and the Life, ſaith my 

Lord and dear Redeemer, he that belieceth. 

in me though be were dead, yet ſhall he liv. 

What pains and Sufferings did he, the mighty 

Lord and great Saviour of the World, endure, 

before he entered into his Glory? And, though 

our weak Nature ſhrinks at ſuffering with him, 
| how greatly muſt the Chriſtian Soul rejoice at 
being glorified with him. 

Though my Diſtemper is not. within the 
Reach of Phyſic, yet it is within the Reach 
of his infinite Mercy and Power, who killeth, 

and maketh alive, who - woundeth, an a 

| head 
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heal. Be ſtill, my Soul, and know that it 7s 
God, and let him do what ſeemeth him good; 
if he pleaſes to take us to himſelf, what Right 
have we to murmur or complain ? Did he not 

give us Life? Shall he not at his Pleaſure re- 
ſume it? Shall we have received his Favour 
and Preſervation io long, and fall we not re- 
* ceive his afflictive Diſpenfations? 
3 What am I, that God muſt not lay his 
Hand upon me? Can !] boaſtof more Righte- 
* ouſncſs than many whom he is pleaſed to af- 
* fit? What Patience, what Reſignation, be- 
comes us under the Almighty Power of 
3 Heaven! 
1 Let me not, O Lord, continue riveted to 
this vain World, for thou haſt ſhewed me he 
Path of Life; in this World we muſt have Tri- 
bulation, If J am raiſed from this IIlneſs, I 
muſt know more Sorrow and Vexation ; but 
in thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at thy 
* Right-hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. 
Death will deliver the faithful Chriſtian from 
all Dangers, Indiſpoſitions, and Difficulties, 
3 him in Poſſeſſion of the Promiſes of 
0d, | 5 
Why would I be abſent from my Father 
and my God? If his Love and favourable 
Providence gives us many Comforts and Re- 
treſhments in this World, how happy ſhall I 
be in receiving the ſovereign Effects of di- 
vine Mercy in the Kingdom of the Bleſt! 
where no Troubles nor Temptations can in- 
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we have given Life: 


Unkindneſs? And ſhould we not in all Cir- 
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terfere, where our Happineſs will have no Al- 


lay, no Mixture of Grief? 


What do I leave? Treaſure, where Mzyth 
and Ruſt do corrupt, where Thieves. break 
through and ſteal; what ſhall I find? Treaſure 
in Heaven liable to no ſuch Accidents. 

If I am poor in this World, am hated and 
deſpiſed of my. Neighbour,. or, if to live and 
fupport my Credit, I am forced to riſe up 
early, fit up late, and eat the Bread of Careful- 
»2/s,. why do I hanker after Trouble and Fa- 
tigue ? Is it not far better to be diſſolved; and 
to be with Chriſt ? There the Wicked will ceaſt 


from troubling, and the Weary be at reſt. 


From the Moment of our Birth, our firſt 


Launch into: Life,. Eternity is the Port to 


which we are aſſigned, there we are to. ſail 
through. many boiſterous Waves, and in ma- 
ny. Storms and Tempeſts; Can we be unealy 
that our Voyage is made, that we are ar- 
rived at the Haven where we would.be? 

How many have gone before me? And 
preſently all muſt follow. The Age, which 
we are fo deſirous of arriving to, will bring 
on infirmities, impair our Faculties, render us 
contemptible and troubleſome to thoſe about 
us, and give us perhaps the Anxiety, the inex- 
preſſible Grief of ſeeing our Death unnaturally 
wiſhed for, by thoſe to whom, under God, 
If then it is his bleſſed 
Will to remove us; to take us into Glory, 
from this or. any other. Exil to come, is it an) 


Cum- 


j cumſ 
verſit 
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cumſtances, Death or Life, Proſperity or Ad- 
verſity, bleſs with holy Fob the Name of the 
Lord, who knows what is beſt for us. 
What Man, if we ſeriouſly. reflect, is in the 


the Vexations and Diſappointments of Life, 
through a repeated Courſe of vain Pleaſures, 
which want Variety, as well as many Quali- 
ties to render them ſatisfactory z who, I ſay, 


this Valley of Tears, or the Man that is go- 
ing to the Joy of his Lord. | 
We eagerly ſwallow the bitter Draught, 
which we think will recover us to. natural 
Health and Life; why ſhould we tremble ſo 
bi much at the Cup of Death ? the outward 
Means by which we are to receive, and the 
dark Entry to, everlaſting Health, Life, and 
Felicity. 

How gracious is the Lord to me in this 
Viſitation! I have neglected my Duty, com- 
mitted many Sins, and have had many Incum- 
brances and Diverſions from minding the 
Things which belonged to my Peace: God might 


have taken me away in a Moment, in that 


= 


da LS 


bas v0 


e 


and lingering, though mortal Diſeaſe, what 
Grace and Favour has he ſhewn unto me? 
wean me from the World by Pains and 


prevent the Ruin of Death, in an unrepeat- 
nz and unprepared State of Mind; to bring 


i happieſt Station? the Man going through 


is the happieſt Man? He that continues in 


F unhappy and unprepared State; but by a ſlow 


4 Vilorders ; to draw my Affections to Heaven, 
y the Troubles and Sorrows of this Life; 
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me to a Senſe of my Errors, of the Vanity gf 
Life, and, by leading me to Reflection ani 
Repentance, to lead me to his Salvation. * 
Thus doth the Lord ſhow his Love to us tia 
in chaſtiſing us; when he cloſes our Eyesin of 


Death, he, at the ſame Time, delivers them m1 
from Tears; and the Diſeaſe, which gradually # tio 


makes the Feet cold and motionleſs, prevents 1 
them for ever from falling. no 
Here, like Bodies attracted by a magnetic 1 7 
Quality, we haſten to, and are uneaty, if BF Di 
may ſo ſpeak, till we arrive again at or de 
Centre; but Eternity will yield a fixed and che 
ſolid Joy, a Joy which is pure and permanent. 
I know I am mortal, and muſt neceſſarily 
die; if with Pains and Labour I had been NR 
permitted to run another Courſe or two in this I in 
Race of Life, Bitber at laſt I muſt have ar- 1, 
rived. The Sun riſes and ſets, the Moon in- 
creaſes and decreaſes; the Earth is green, 
and then dried up and withered ; theſe Changes 
are common to the Nature whereof I am 3 
' | 
Death is the Road of human Nature to 
Immortality, the greateſt and beſt Men have I 
travelled through it; why ſhould I fear the 
beaten Track? The ſame Earth which is t 
be my Sepulchre and Bed of Darkneſs, our 
blefſed Lord himſelf and all his Apoſtles Hart 
been laid in. Though the Grave is to be the 
Priſon of the Body, yet I know that my He. 
deemer livetb, that he fhall raiſe it from _ 
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and that I ſhall dwell eternally with him, who 


is not the God of the Dead, but of the Living. 
This being the State of the dying Chriſ- 


tian, what have I to do in this Appearance 
of my approaching Diſſolution, but to lift up 
my Eyes to God, and my Heart and Aﬀec- 
tions to Things above? 


Be thou my Help, O Lord, and I can feat” 


nothing; do tnou cover mine Iniquities in thy 
Wounds, and they will not be my Ruin. This 
Diſeaſe may deſtroy the Body, but thou wilt 
deliver the Souls of thy Servants, nor iuffer 
the bitter Pains of eternal Death to fall upon 
them. = | 

As the Labourer wiſhes for Evening and 
Reſt, the Mariner for his Port, and the Woman 
in Travel for the Hour of her Deliverance, ſo 
e my Soul long after thee, O Lord. | 


A Prayer for a fick Friend. 
* wp glorious and ſupreme Being, the 


God of univerſal Love and Friend- 
!mip, who commandeſt us to pray for and aſ- 
aſt each other, and haſt declared, in thy holy 
Word, that the Prayer of the Righteous avail- 
eth much, forgive our Tranſgreſſions, and 
accept of our Repentance and Humiliation, 
that theſe our Petitions may be effectual with 
regard to our ſick Brother, (or Siſter) in 
whoſe Behalf they are offered unto thee. 


May 


— * P 5 — — — — - > We 2 — — 
— © * — P "4 - PRA A a _ 5 * 
12 pot — > IT r ALY 1 * 8 2 3 i I. AT ns ———— — — by — - b DS 
. . I — 22 bn L 8 — — . 
— 3 1 * a Adin MEE ue ET os £ n * LS — <> a> + > amen > 0 — "= * 
3 n „4 ö *. — — —_ — — — 8 — 
— Ie — x ECG — 7 ky k = - p N 
— 2 * 2 — * pe A KS — * 
* m — — I ä = r K g — : a — — . — U 
— nt, Grab _ — 4 —_ — — - —— — — — — — —— 
— 886 5 — — 4 3 — — — — om 
K ” 2 _ T 2 5 — — ” 
— Ac 
— —2— — — — — — 


— 3 * F 
— A __ —- 2 * þ 4 
"IF — «, 
, 3 r deins — * 


1 _ 
* af 53 —— —— — — a - 
. 
r 
_ 


, 2 * 5 . — — — — — — 
—— PPP I PIR ; — — n - n S — — — — 5 — — 
« — 1 — ' 8 — 4 : 
: 4 7 . * _— - 4 
PY 6 8 a. Jos - — 2 8 1 A = ä — — Ci 
4 4 rr — 2 I'S 2 mp — bY 0 - 2 
bara \ = PR B 1 


304 PRAYERS for the Sick. 


May it pleaſe thee, O Lord, to give lim 
(or her) an Experience of thy healing Mercy, 
as well as afflicting Power; and, whilft thou 
art pleaſed to continue this Sickneſs, endue | 
him (or her) with Patience and Firmneſs of 
Mind, under the Strokes of thy all-wiſe Proyi- 
dence. O thou, who doſt never correct thy 
Children but for their Profit, for ſomething 
which is offenſive in thy Sight, and would, 
if not thus ſtopped and prevented, bring 
worſe Evils and Misfortunes upon them, 
ipeak ihe Word, and thy Servant fhall be healed; 
or elſe give him ſuch Support under this Vi- 
ſitation, that he may cheartully wait thy Time 
and Pleaſure; that, being ſubmiſſive and re- 
figned in Tribulation, joyful in Hope, and 
perſevering in his Duty, he may ſilence all the 
Riſings of perverſe Nature, and ſubdue all 
his worldly Affections and Inclinations ; that, 
in Sickneſs and in Health, in Life and in 
Death, he may yield up every Thought and 
Deſire to thy good Pleaſure, and be able to 
ſay on his Sick-bed, with our bleſſed Lord, 
when the bitter Cup was in his Hand, Not « 
I will, but as thou wilt. ” 

Let, O Lord, this Scene of Affliction be 
2 Mirrour to ſhew him to himſelf, to let him 
ſee the Frailty and Infirmity of his Nature, to 
what a Shadow the Power that formed him 
can immediately reduce him; .to the end 
that his Soul may be raiſed to higher Con- 
templations than on earthly Things, that his 


Heart may be lodged in Heaven, and 1 
: | ne 


1 
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he may form ſuch Ideas of celeſtial Bliſs, of- 
| the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, as may 
! diſpoſe him to receive, without Horror and 
Amazement, thy Summons to depart hence, 
and be no more ſeen among the Inhabitants: 
of the Farth ; and, in waiting for this happy Re- 
* leaſe from Sin and Sorrow, give him a Faith» 
which is ſtrong and lively, which may. over-- 
come this World, and its ſeducing Arts and 
* Temprations. | 

* Take him not away, O Lord, in thy 


and finiſhed his Ccurſe, that he may receive by 
{2 Crown of Righteouſneſs; that, when ſeparated 
from the Society of Men here on Earth, he 
may be gathered to the bleſſed Choir of An- 
gels, and happy Spirits in Glory. 

His Sins, O Lord, like ours, are undoubt- 
edly great, and as they may have brought 
this Judgment upon him, ſo they may retard. 
and hinder the uſual Courſe of thy gracious: 
Providence and. Beneficence towards him; 
but be intreated, O Lord, to give him true 


EK 4 a SS 


Negligences and Ignorances; that, waſhing 
away the Stains of his corrupt Nature, in the 
* cleanſing Blood of the immaculate Lamb 


once offered, he may be received to thy 


4 all bis Fathers were, be admitted a Citizen 


2 of the New Fernſalem. Grant, O Lord, that, 
from the Bread of Affliion and Water of. Af 


8 fon, which this Valley of Tears abounds 
£1 | ; | with, 


; Wrath, nor till he has /o fought the good Figbt, 


Repentance, to forgive him all his Sins, 


Mercy, and, from a Sojourner in this World, 
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306 PRAYERS for the Sick. 
with, and is the Portion of the Sons of Men, 
he may be ſatisfied with the Plenty of thy Heuſe, 
and drink of thy Pleaſures as out of the River. 
May thy Grace and heavenly Benediction, 
O Father of Mercies; thy Peace, and thy 
Love, O bleſſed Jeſus our Redeemer, and 
thy Virtue and Sanctification; O Divine Hoi. 
rit, our Comforter, be with this thy afflid:d 
Servant, and with us all, evermore. Amen. 


1 


Another Prayer for a fick Friend very da- 


roufly ill. 


A Emicurty and ever living God, whole 
Mercies are great, and Power infinite, 
regard the Supplications of thy ſinful Ser. 
vants, now proſtrate before thee in this Houſe 
of Mourning ; we are unworthy to lift up our 
Eyes unto thee, and come far ſhort of thc 
Character of the Righteous, whoſe Prayers 
are declared in thy holy Word to be availing, 
and effectual to the End for which they are 
offered ; but Works of Charity thou haſt, 0 
Lord, commanded, and been always pleaſed 
with, and in ſuch Light we hope will regard 
our imperfect Prayers for thy Helps and Mer- 


| cy to this thy Servant, now brought ver) 

1 low; and who muſt ſink under the Hand ol 

| thy Divine Wrath to him as a Sinner, unless 
10 thou art pleaſed to look upon, and remember 


him with thy Mercy. Ard 
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PRAYERS for the Sex. 307 
| And to this End, do thou, O Lord, makè 
him enter into an Examination of his Faults» 
and toconceive that Horror and Deteſtation of 
his Sins, which may produce a true Repen- 


þ tance : If thou art pleaſed to reſtore him, let 


this Chaſtiſement be profitable unto him, let 
* him learn from it to dread thy Power, to 
# adore thy Mercy, and honour and ſerve thee 
all the Days of his Life. If thy Will is to 
take him out of this troubleſome World, 
* ſpeak Peace, O Lord, to his Soul in Agita- 
tions and Anxiety; comfort him with the Aſ- 
ſurance of that heavenly Kingdom, which 
thou haſt prepared before the Foundation of 
the World, and which has been the Purchaſe 

of thy Son's Blood for us. 
Poraſmuch as in all Appearance his Death 
is near, and the Hopes of his Recovery are 
but ſmall, unleſs thou ſhalt graciouſly think 
it to work a Change in his Favour; bear him 
up with thy comforting and holy Spirit in the 
2 melancholy Hour of Diffolution ; that his Soul, 
being ſeparated from the Body by Death, 
may come-to thy Arms victorious, and, being 
delivered from the Captivity of Sin, may re- 
Joice in Poſſeſſicn, as it hath in Hope of thy 
heavenly Promiſes; leaving for a while its 
geſhly Companion to the Earth it came from, 
but to be again rejoined to it, when raiſed 
trom Death by Virtue of his Reſurrection, 
& who became the firſt Fruits of them that 


ſlept. | | 
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708 PRAYERS for the SICK; 

Do thou, O Lord, during the Time of MM 1 
his Continuance in this State of Nature, wen: nece 
his Affections more and more from this van MW Hai 
World, and its trifling and empty Enjoy- W tisf: 
ments; . elevate his Thoughts and Deſires to x 
better Place; and remove from his Mind that 
ſecret Love of the World and Wiſhes of 
Life, which will indiſpoſe him to receive, as 
he-ought, thy Pleaſure, and Order to depart 


— 


from it. | 1 
Prepare his Heart to meet thy Providence 
with Chearfulneſs and Reſignation, and, whe- I 
ther it be to live or die, teach him to ble; 
thy. holy Name: Let his Meditations and 
Attention be to ſpiritual Things; and, for tie 
Sake of thy dear Son, who died to redeem. P. 
him and al! Mankind, when his great Chang: 
comes, let it be a Change of Trouble and In 
firmity, for perfect Joy and eternal Eaſc and 
Ereedom from all Pain and Sorrow. 
Finally, O Lord, give a happy Increaſe to 
the Faith thou .haſt planted in the Mind df 
this our ſick Brother, . that it may be a Buck 
ler to reſiſt and quench all the fiery Darts of 
the. Wicked; end, O Lord, make him per- 
ſevere, to the laſt Moment of his Lite, in Picty: 
and Devotion, that he may depart with the 
joyful Hope. of the Righteous in his Death, 
be an Example. to all about him of Patience 
and Submiſſion. to thee his God, and an In- 
ſtance of that Peace and Tranquility of Mind, 
which ariſe from the Comforts and Promis 


of thy Goſpel. | 
11 Theſe 
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PRAYERS in Ar LICTIONS, 309 
| Theſe Things, with whatever elſe thou ſeeſt 
neceſſary for him, we humbly implore at thy 
Hand, through the prevailing Merits and Sa- 
tisfaction of Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


— 


2 


3 Under Various 


TROUBLES and AFFLICTIONS. 


Paſſages of Holy Scripture leading to the 
Duty of Prayer in Affliction. 


LL upon me in the Time of Trouble, and 
| I will deliver thee, aud thou ſhalt glorify 
me. Pfal. . 15 
Lo the Poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him, 
ea, and ſaveth him out of all his Trouble. 
Pa., 
Ile ſpall call upon me, and I will hear him, 
ve, 1 am with him in Trouble, I will deliver 
bim, and bring him to Honcur , with long Life 
will T ſatisfy him, and ſhew him my Salvation. 
Pal: xci. 1 MM 
Before they call Iwill anfever, and whilſt 
they are yet ſpeaking I will hear; and the Time 
ſpall come, that whoſcever ſhall call en the Name 


be Lord ſhall be ſavel. oel ii. 32 
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310 PRAYERS 27 AFFL1CT10Ns. 
A and ye ſhall receive, ſeek and ye ſhall one, 
knock and it ſhall be opened - You. vom -” : 1 
If ye then being evil now how to give 2 
Things to your Children, how much more ſul 
your heavenly Father give good Things to thin 
that aſk him 2 | Verſe 11, 
Ferily, verily, I ſay unto you, whatſoec 
you ſhall aſk the Father in my Name, he foul 
give you. © 8 
Pray without ceaſing. . | 
any Man affiified, let him pray. Jam. v. i; 
 Confeſs your Faults one to another, and jriy 
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f one for another, that ye may be healed , the if: 
| i fectual fervent Prayer of arighteous Man aral. 
ii eth much. Verſe 10 
bY Phinehas ſtood up and prayed, and the Plan 
1 ceaſed. Ful. 


Elias was a Man ſubj ect to like Paſſins i 
we are, and he prayed earneſtly that it mizht ni 
rain, and it rained not by the Space of tine 
Years and fix Months. > James v. 17 
And he prayed again, and the Heavens gat 
* Rain, and the Earth brought forth her Fruit. 
| . Verle 18. 
The Eyes of the Lord are over tbe Righteils, 

and his Ears are open to their Prayers. 
1 Pet. iii. I. 
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A Prayer-fer a Perſon in great Poverty. 


() Gov, the Sovereign Lord and Diſpoſe 
of thy Creatures, who putteſt don 
| one, 
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one, and ſetteſt up another, let my Prayer 
enter into thy Preſence, and incline thine - 
Ear unto my Calling; have Mercy upon me, 
O Lord, for I am in Trouble, and Pover- 
ty, with its Train of Miſeries, is fallen upon 
me: I am become a Reproof among all my 
Enemies, and eſpecially among my Neighbours ; 
they of mine Acquaintance are afraid of me, 
and they that do ſee me without, convey thein- 
| ſelves from me. ; 
But, O gracious Lord, with whom there 
is no Reſpect of Perions, to whom Riches 
are no Recommendation, nor Poverty dif- 
g agreeable, ſupport me in this Scene of Sor- 
row and Diſtreſs; make me to bear the 
Contempt of the World with Chriſtian For- 
2 titude and Patience, that I may not fret at 
he Proſperity of the Wicked, nor be envious 
W againſt the Evil-doers. | 
Thy Thoughts, O Lord, are not as Man's 
Thoughts; and thoſe whom thou haſt loved 
moſt, thou haſt placed in the loweſt Rank 
and Condition of Life. Thou madeſt thy 
bleſſed Son to become Pour ſor our Sales, 
and, though he was the Brightneſs of 7 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of thy Perſon, 
had not where to lay his Ilead; give me 
Grace to ſubmit humbly to thy Providence, 
and to know how to be abaſed ; every where, 
and in all Things, let me be infirufed by 
thy Divine Spirit, both 79 be full, and to be 
bungry, to abound, and to ſuffer Need. Give 
me Witdom to conſider that wwe brought no- 


thing 


— de. i. nh 4 att dt 


Works will only be diſtinguiſhed and re. 


great Gain; grant that no Poverty nor Want 


I may ſtruggle with the Misfortunes thou art 
Pleated to lend upon me, without making any 


of a corrupt Age. 


put their Truſt in thee, 10 


— 
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thing into the World, neither may we tr 
any thing out; that, as to the Honours and 
Grandeur of this Life, we ſhall all be o 
Day upon a Level, and the Rich in i from 


warded in thy heavenly Kingdom. | 
Thou haſt taught us, O Lord, by thy ho. 
ly Apoſtle, that Godlineſs with Content ment i 


may ever tempt me to tranſgreſs thy jut 
Commandments, and give me Grace, with 
thy afflicted Servant Job, to hold faſt my I. 
Fegrity, though I die. Grant, O Lord, that 


Shipwreck of my Faith, or my Conſcience, 
O rather let the World, than my own Hear, 
Teproach me; and let me preſerve my Virtue 
from the Attacks and glittering Temptation: 


If thou art not pleaſed to raiſe me ug 
Friends to help me, yet preſerve me, Us 
Lord, from thoſe Enemies of our Peace, 
who lie in wait to ſeduce and draw the Ne. 
ceſſitous into Works of Iniquity. Let me 
not, O Lord, in this Cloud of Calamity, ol 
my Sight of thy Wiſdom and Ornipot:a 
nor my Hopes and Confidence in thy Mer. 
cy. Preſerve me from all weak Fears and 
Deſpondency, and let me wait patiently up 


thee,. who never faileſt them that leck and 
| | 


I 
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For a ſmall Moment thou forſakeſt thy 
People, but with great Mercies wilt gather 
Wm: In a little Wrath thou hideſt thy Face 
om us, but with everlaſting Kindneſs wilt 
thou have Mercy upon us, O Lord, our Re- 
deemer. Thou haſt given us eternal Feli- 
Wcity, haſt opened thy Heaven for all Belie- 
ers; ſhall we diſtruſt thee for temporal 


Neceſſaries? Thy Hand is not ſhortened, but 
my Sins are increaſed ; O forgive me the 
Offences, which have juſtly deſerved, and 
brought thine Indignation upon me; give 
me a Senſe and Repentance of my Fault by 
be Rod of thy Wrath; and then be plea- 
ſed to remember me with thy wonted Mer- 
cy, and fave me, that JI periſh not. 

O Lord, ſubdue my Mind, not to covet 
Ja high Station, the Hurry and Noiſe of Gran- 
deur, nor the Abundance of thoſe Things 
Which inflame the Paſſions and lift up the 
Heart of Man; but give me Humility 
Wo beg only of thy good Providence the 
Food which is convenient for me, and that 
the mild and gracious Effects of thy divine 
Care, Love, and Providence, may fall on me 
like the ſoft and gentle Rain on the Earth, 
With which it is more effectually ſerved and 
z +, than with Haſty and impetuous 
ohowers. | 


nn the midſt of my Wants I am not with- 
Put many Bleſſings; be pleaſed, therefore, O 
d, to accept my Praiſes and Thankſgiv- 
for the Mercy -—_ haſt remembered in 
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thy Judgments, for my Preſervation fron 
Sickneſs and Infirmity, which would have 
been a ſevere Addition to my Afffiction. 0 
let my Thankfulneſs for what- I receive, al. 
ways accompany my Prayers for what I ſtand 


in need of, and grant I may behave aright in 


thy favourable or afflictive Diſpenſations. 
As thou haſt pot been pleaſed to give me 
Riches, ſo, Thanks be to thy holy Name,! 
am- without the Temptations to thoſe Vice; 
which attend them, that Pride, and Haugl- 
tineſs, that Love of. the World, and Forget- 
tulneſs of thee, my God, with which a large 
Fortune is too often accompanied. If I have 
not the Gifts of Naaman, ] am without the 
Leproly of Naaman; grant, therefore, O 
Lord, that the Want of temporal may be 
ſupplied with ſpiritual, and more laſting, 
and ſatisfactory Enjoyments; and let my. 
Faith in thy heavenly Promiſes be firm, and 
not ſhaken by any Storm of Afffiction. 
Let me rejoice in the Hopes of thy com- 
fortable Goſpel, that, however poor and 
deſtitute in this Life, and the Scorn and 
Nerifion of my proud fellow Creatures, that 
L ſhall be one Day ſatisfied with the Fulneſs 
ef Foy in thy divine Preſence, and drink f 
thy Pleaſures as out of the Rivers. Grant, 
O Lord, that in the glorious Place, where 
true Joys will abound, my Heart may be di. 
ways fixed ; and that, looking up to ty 
adorable Son, the Author and Finiſher ot 
our Faith, I may run with Patience the 33 
5 | chic 


PRAVYRAS in AFFLICTIONS. . 315 
which is ſet before me; that I patiently may en- 
duremy Troubles, deſpiſingthe worldly Shame 
of my poor Condition, and be finally placed 
with my ſuffering Lord at thy Night hand, 
where there are Pleaſures for evermore. 

Grant this, I humbly beſeech thee, through 
the fame, thy Son, 7e%s Chrijt, our Lord. 
Amen, 


. 
* 3 — nn" = 
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A Prayer for a ſatherleſs Child. 


FA BLESSED Lord God, who, in Favour 
to the afflicted Circumſtance in which 

I now apptar before thee, didſt give an early 
Command to thy People Iſrael, not to affize? 
any fatherleſs Child; be intreated to hear my 
Prayer and Supplication, for the Help and 
Guidance of thy holy Spirit, in this my un- 
happy Loſs of paternal Care and Inſtruction, 
as well as Support and Maintenance. 

O Lord, there is in Youth an unhappy 
Proneneſs to Evil, but thy Word is a Lenthorn 
unto our Feet, and a Light unto our Paths ; 
O give me the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace 
to rule myſelf after it, and reſtrain me 
irom the Practice of thoſe wicked Orphans, 
who take Advantage from fuch a State of 
Aitliction to walk rudely and diforderly, 
who, having unhappily loſt the proper Yoke 
ot Diſcipline, the Reſtrictions of a Parent, 
run into Vices and Debauchery, like unto 
„„ Horſe 
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315 PRAYERS in AFFLICT1ONS, 
Horſe and Mule, wwho have no Underſtanding, 
and whoſe Mouths muſt be kept with Bit and 
Bridle, leſt they fall upon us. | 

Take me, O Lord, under thy Protection; 
give me my daily Bread, the Things neceſ- 
tary for my bodily Support; but, above 
all, give me the ſpiritual Comforts of thy 
Religion, the Nouriſhment of the Soul, 


which, like the Body, has its Wants and 

Maladies. O Lord, let this Affliction teach | 

me the Leſſon of Humility and Obedience | 

ll to thee, my heavenly Father; and, having no | 

Wl carthly one to reſort to, or depend on, grant 
1 may never neglect my Duty to thee, my 

only Hope and Defence from all the Evil, DK {+ 

the Snares and Temptations of this wicked 

World. . Ty 

O Lord, keep my Heart in thy Fear and | 

Love ; ftrengthen, and increaſe my Faith, | 

give me Underſtanding to keep thy Con- 

mandments; and teach me the Way wherein -: 

I ſhould go, that my Youth being inſtructed WM 7: 

and moralized by thy Grace, the reſt of my WM ( 

Life may anſwer ſuch a good Beginning, 0 

and I may glorify thy Name for ever and WW I 

ever. | = 

And this I humbly beg, through the Me- 

rits and Satisfaction of Feſus Chriſt, our Lord. 1 

A b 
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PRAYERS in AFFLICTIONS. JT7 


A Preyer for a Widow left with Children in 
2 @ low Circumſtance. * 


Tuo ſupreme and infinitely kind 
hgheing, whoſe facred Scriptures are 
full of Conſolations and Encouragements to 
the Fatberleſ and Widow ; look down with 
thy wonted Kindneſs and Compaſſion upon 
me, and my poor Orphans, and let my 
Prayer enter into thine Ears, my King, and. 
my God.” >= 1 
O thou, who didſt order the Sheaf for 
ſuch Objects of Diſtreſs, and haſt pronoun- 
ced a Woe againſt thoſe wwho devour Wideus 
Houfes, be my Support and Defence in this 
my deſolate and helpleſs Condition, and 
leave me not, neither forſake me, O God of 
my Salvation: thou knoweſt the Sorrows of 
my Heart, and my Groaning is not hid from 
bee; but, O Lord, permit me to utter my 
Griefs, and to pour out the Lamentations 
of my Soul before thee. My Spirit, O 
Lord, is vexed within me, and Trouble hath 


well nigh overwhelmed me, the Frailty of 


Nature is great, and my Sex is weak and 
lefenceleſs ; where can I ſeck for Succour, 
but of thee, O Lord, who for my Sins art 
Juſtly difpleaſed. os 

Thy Mercies have been great, but my 
Tranſgreſſions have been many; I have not 
deſerved the Bleſſing, which J have ſo long 
-yoyed ; and my Returns of Gratitude and 
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218 PRAYERS in AFFLICTIONS. 
Fraiſe have borne no Proportion to the Pa. 
vours of thy Providence ; but thou art rich 
in Mercy, thou knoweſt whereof I am 
made, and” remembereſt that 1 am but 
Cuſt; O Lord, forgive me; O Lord, hear 
me, lift up the Light of thy Countenance 
upon me. 2 . 

Thou haſt taken from me the Friend ! 
cculd ſafely truſt 5 where there was the ſame 
Intereſt, where there was one Heart, and on: 
el ; The Support and Maintenance of his 
Irduſtry and Affection are loſt to me, and 
my diſtreſſed Family, and we are ſeemingly 
left to ſeek our Bread in defolate Places; 
Lut, O Lord, teach me Silence, and Sub- 
m flion to thy Will, and let me be dan, 
and open not my Mouth; fer it is thy ding. 
In all this give me thy Grace, that I % not, 
ror let me charge thee fooliſhly, who haſt 
thy Way in every Storm and Whirlwind, and 
canſt make all Things work together for Guid 
to them that love thee. 

Though my Children have loſt the Afﬀec- 
tion of an earthly tender Parent, in thee they 
have a God of infinite Power and Love for 
their heavenly Father; O take them, Loc, 
into thy Favour and Protection, and guide 
them with thy Grace, that they run into 10 
Sin, nor any Kind of Danger. They are uf 
happily looſed from the neceſſary Reſtraints 
and lawful Commands of their careful Far 
ther, and my widowed Arms are too week 
to keep in headitrong Youth; O reach — 
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to rule themſelves after thy Word, and aſſiſt 
them with thy Holy Spirit. 
O Lord, increaſe my Faith and Confidence 
in thee, that in this ſore Affliction nothing 
may come out of my Mouth, inconſiſtent 
with the Duty and Reſpect which are due to 
thee; and, after the Satisfaction of tender Na- 
ture with my Tears, grant I may give Place 
to the Dictates of Reaſon and Religion. O 
Lord, accompliſh thy Strength in my Weak- 
neſs, and let not theTranquility of my Mind, 
nor the Health of my Body be deſtroyed by 
this grievous and affecting Calamity ; but be 
pleaſed, O Lord, to preſerve me for the Sake 
of my poor fatherleſs Children, to whom, 
under thee, I muſt execute the Office of Pa- 
rent in both Degrees, and be Father and 
Mother to them : O Lord, proſper my En- 
deavours, raiſe me up Friends, and hide not 
thy Face from me. Be pleaſed to meaſure 
thy Grace and Aſſiſtance according to my 
Neceſſities ; and let thy afflicted Servant, 
who hopeth in thee, perceive and experience 
that there is Balm in Gilead. 
Fnable me more and more to bear this 
Affliction with Moderation of Spirit, and 
with that Conſtancy which becomes thoſe who 
are bred up in thy School of Faith, grant that 
my Children may retain the Counſels given 
them by thei» deceaſed Father, and fol- 
low the Example of his Piety, and all thoſe 
Virtues which recommended him to the Fa- 
Vour and Eſteem of Men, and for which we 
A P 4 hope, 
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hope, and are perſuaded, thou haſt now re. 
EO him with everlaſting Reſt and Fe. 
. 

Finally, O Lord, I beſeech thee to give 
me ſuch a Portion of thy divine and powerful 
Help in this Day of Adverſity, that I may 
reſign myſelf to thee till the Number of my 
Days of Trouble ſhall be accompliſhed, and 
I ſhall retire from this Valley of Tears; and 
then grant O Lord, that I may be conducted 
to thar defirable' State, where there will be no 
more Sorrows, no more Loſſes of Friends 
and Fortune, but where our Joys will be full, 
and we ſhall eternally praiſe thee in the bleſt 
Society of Angels and happy Spirits. 

In that Hope which maketh not aſhamed, 
and which is the faithful and canſtant Compa- 
nion of the Miſerable, O Lord, ſtrengthen and 
comfort me, through his Merits who was « 
Man of Sorroxys, and acquainted with Grit, 
Fejus Chrifs the Righteous; to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt be all Glory, Praiſe, 
and Dominion, now and ever. Amen. 
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Anotber Prayer for @ Widow, to be uſed inſtead 
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x PvrnLasrinG and infinitely wiſe Go- 

vernour of the World, who didit breatht 

ito Man the Breath of Life, and for his > 
_—_ = h orde 


of the former, according to the Variation f 


| and oppreſt Widow, 
| not God, nor regarded Man; be propitious 
o my Prayers, be pleaſed O thou righteous: 
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order him again to that Duſt from whence he 
was taken; hearken to the Prayer which I 
humbly offer unto thy divine Majeſty, who 


am afflicted with the Death of a dear and in- 


dulgent Husband, and the Loſs of all my 
earthly Hopes and Expectations. 
O gracious Father and Friend of the Af- 


flicted, whoſe bleſſed Son, our Lord Jeſus 


£briſt, hath inſtructed and encouraged us to 
pray, and not to faint oy the Succels of a poor 
rom a Judge that feared 


Being, adminiſter thy divine Help and Com- 
fort to me in this my diſconſolate State of 
Widowhood, and let thy Holy Spirit con- 
auct me in all Things. 

I know, O Lord, that thy Judgments are 
right, and that, for the wiſeſt and moſt merci- 
ful Ends and Purpoſes, thou cauſeſt us to 


be troubled ; thou takeſ# away the Righteous 


from ſome Evil to come, and, whilſt wwe are 
grieving for them, our Friends are at Peace, 
and enjoy a happy Reſt from all their 
Pains and Sorrows; but, O Lord, their Gain 
3 our preſent Lo/s, and in a Senſe and ſor- 
rowtul Experience thereof pardon the La- 
mentations of my weak and frail Nature,. the 
Tears which ſtream from thoſe Eyes which 
are the tender Sluices of this mortal Body to 


eaſe the Mind in its Agonies and Sorrows. 


Preſerve me, O merciful Being from the 
Deceitfulneſs of the World, and from the 
3 Dan- 
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Danger of the Enemy, that he may not tri. 
umph over, nor. ſeduce me into any Fol 
or evi] Action. Grant, O Lord, that I may 
live ſoberly, chaſtly, and piouſly in this wy 
deſolate and calamitous Circumſtance, ob- 


+ ſerving that Gravity which ſuits my Station, 
and that Gadlineſs which will recommend me 


to thy Grace and Favour; that my Cry unto 
th e for Support and Counſel may be always 
heard from thy Mercy-ſeat, and procure for 


me the Bleſſings of thy gracious Providence. 
.. . Be favourable, O Lord, to my Supplica- 


Uors in this Scene of Sorrow; that, truſting in 
thy Mercy who art faithful, and in thy Power 
uo canſt do all Things, I may ſpend my 
icrrowtul Days of Widowhood without the 
: Cditional and inſupportable Grief of an ac- 


"cefing Conſcience, till I muſt go the Wiy 


v hence I ſhall not return, and where my de- 
zrted Husband and Friends are gone before. 
© Lord, prepare me to follow that I may die 


be Death of the Righteous, and that my pre- 
_ lent Life being like theirs, my /atter End may 
ke fo too; that the Hope of thy «ternal 
Glory may be my Strength and Conſolation 


inthe melancholy Hour of Diſſolution. 
In this mourntul Scene of Mortality, ſo 
particularly affecting to me, and the Cauſe of 


my preſent Woe and Anxiety, let me fee thr 
Incertainty of Life, and praiſe thee for the 
Notice and Regard thou haſt ſo long ſhewed 


to us Creatures of yeſterday, who are Things 


of nought, and whoſe Time palleth ana f. | 


Pd 


ao; Ys or my et e et Do 


h_. 


1 
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a Shadow. Teach me ſo to number my Days» 
that I may apply my Heart unto Wiſdom, 
and that, following the Precepts of, I may. 
enjoy the Light and Immortality brought to 
Light by thy Son's Goſpel; that, mourning 
with my Saviour that mourned on Earth, I 
may rejoice with him, where he now Yejoices at 
thy Right-hand in Glory. In his prevailing 
Name I now humbly proſtrate mylelf at thy 
Throne of Grace, beſeeching thee to pardon 
what I have done or ſaid amiſs in the Courſe 
of my ſinful Life, and to bleſs me in this 
World and to all Eternity. Amen. f 


8 


ah. 


„ 


A Prayer for a Widower, on the Death of a 
_ moſt virtuous and excellent Wife. 


Made for the Uſe of a particular Friend. 


Loxp, who, to them that ſeek thee 
faithfully in Trouble, art the God of 
all Mercies and Conſolations, be pleaſed to 
ſupport me with thy divine Aid in this af- 
fecting Scene of Mortality and Trouble. 

In thy great Love and Favour to me, thy 
unworthy Servant, thou gaveſt me an affecti- 
onate Wife, a faithful Companion, and moſt 
agreeable Partner of my Joys and Sorrows 
who increaſed the one to me by her Share 
thereof, and leſſened the other by her gene- 
rous and kind Sympathy, and by her Endeas 


vo 
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vours to comfort me under Afflictions and 
Diſappointments. ; 
Thou wert pleaſed O Lord, to enrich her 
with the Graces of thy holy Goſpel, with an 
unfeigned Piety and Devotion to thee, and 
with a conſtant Affection to me and the reſt 
of her fellow Creatures, to the meaneſt of 
hom ſhe was affable and courteous. But, in 
Anger for my Sins, which have juſtly pro- 
voked thee, and in Recompence of her Vir- 


tues, thou haſt ſeparated her from me and 


from this World of Trouble, and united her 
to thyſelf in Glory and Immortality. 


Permit me, O Lord, to render unto Na- 


ture the ſoft Tribute of a holy and lawful At- 
feftion, the Tears which ſo great an AMic- 
tion, which ſo much departed Worth and 


Virtue call for; but grant that my Grief may 
be tempered with the Conſideration of that 


Submiſſion which is due to the Orders and 
Decrees of thy juſt Providence. 


- 


Let the Remainder of the Time which thou 
'hait allotted for me in this Vale of Miſcry, 


be chiefly employed in preparing for my great 


Change. Give me ſincere and hearty Repen- 
tance for the Errors of my paſt Life, and tor 


auy Misbehaviour which might give my dear 


deceaſed Wife any private Diſquietude. In 
many Ibings we effeng all, O pardon my natu- 
ral Frailties and Corruptions, that I may not 
be for ever ſeparated from her in everlaſting 


Miſery, but ſhare the Felicity of her happy 


Spirit. Grant, O Lord, that 1 may ſhew a 


decent 
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decent Reſpect to her Memory in all becom” 

ing and grateful Expreſſions of her virtuou? 
| Life and Deportment, and in that Religion 
| which was her greateſt Pleaſure during her 

Continuance amongſt us. 5 

O Lord, hear my Supplications for tiry di- 
vine Grace to prevent and follow me, that, in 
all my Thoughts, Words, and Actions, I may 
| ſhew a dutiful Regard to thy divine Com- 
mands, and receive the great Reward annexed 
to Obedience: And this I beg through Je- 
© ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


— 


A Prayer for Priſoners under Condemnation. 


Tnou righteous and merciful Judge of 
| all the World, look down from Hea- 
ven the Habitation of thy Glory, with an Eye 
| of Pity and Compaſſion upon theſe miſerable 
Sinners appointed ſhortly to die; ſupply the 
Want of a longer, by the Sincerity and Ear- 
neſtneſs of a ſhorter Repentance, and let no 
| vain Hopes deceive them, or divert their ſe- 
rious Preparations for Eternity. 1 
| Givethem Grace, O Lord, to redeem their 
Time, by deep Reſearches and diligent Exa- 
mmations of their paſt ſinful Lives; give 
_ them due Contrition for their many and great 
Offences againſt thy divine Majeſty, and for 
| ihe Wrongs they have done to their Fellow- 

Creatures,” ff 35102 . 5 


O Lord, | 
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O Lord, let this temporal Death and Py. 
niſhment, through the Merits of 7ejys Chrij 


thy Son, our Saviour, be ſufficient to recon- M 


cile them to thyſelf ; and though 54 pu. 
niſhed in the Sagt of Men, yet, at the melan- 
choly Hour of Execution, give them the di- 
vine Comfort of thy aſſiſting Spirit, and lt 
them depart with Hopes full of Immortality, 
O Lord, ſpeak Peace to their Souls before 
they go hence, and are no more ſeen. _ © 

To this End let them be open and juſt in 
their Confeſſions, and willing to do all the 
Juſtice in their Power to thoſe they have in- 
jured. O let them not die with any Falſity 
in their Mouths, nor Stubbornneis in their 
Hearts; but let them ſo improve the feu 
Moments of their Lives, that they may at 
tain everlaſting Life and Felicity. 

O Lord, encreaſe their Faith, confirm 
their Hope, and keep them from Pre/umptic 
and Deſpair ; accept their Tears, perfect thei 
Repentance, and do thou, O Father of Mer- 
cies, forgive their Miſdeeds, and receive them 
unto thyſelf ; and let them look upon, and 


find Death, as a Meſſenger of thy Mercy, '9 I | 


transfer them from a ſinful World to Blils 
and Perfection. - 

If it be thy Will, give them an humble, 
rational, and /well-grounded Aſſurance 0 


Salvation, that they may die e, and fe, 


ſign their Souls into the Hands of their moſt 


merciful Redeemer » That they and we ma 


all at laft meet in Glory with Robes waſhes, 


all 
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and made white in the Blood of that Lamb, 
-who without Spot was flain to take away the 
Sins of the World. To him with thee O Fa- 
ther, and bleſſed Spirit, be aſcribed all Praiſe 
and Honour, World without End. Amen. 


— — 


14 Prayer for the Uſe of a condemned Malefa#or, 
. juſt before his Execution. 


LvicnTyY and moſt merciful God, who 
| haſt ſent thy Son to die for Sinners, 
and to call even the chiefeſt and greateſt of 
| them to Repentance and Salvation, - have 
| Mercy upon the Soul of thy offending Crea- 
ture, now proſtrate at thy Throne of Grace, 
humbly confeſſing my Sins and Provocations 
oi thy divine Wrath, and earneſtly intreating 
thee to rememder me in thy heavenly Kingdom. 
l am juſtly under Condemnation, and by 
the Laws, which I have offended, am appoint- 
ed to die; O let the Merits of thy dear Son, 
who did nothing amiſs, and yet became obedient. 
ants Death, even the ſhameful and ignomi- 
mous Death ef the Croſs, prevail in my Be- 
half. O Lord, give me unfeigned Repen- 
| tance for my paſt enormous Crimes, be merci- 
Jul to me a Sinner, and accept the Sacrifice of 
my broken and contrite Heart. O Lord, turn 
and look up me with thy uſual Grace and 
Mercy, that I may, with thy Apoſtle Peter, 
lee the Goodneſs I have offended, the loving 
EO 2} © >... 7 


ſad Condition. 
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Maſter I have denied by my Actions, that, by Death 
weeping bitterly in this World, I may be pa. WM? the 
doned, and admitted to thoſe bliſsfu] Regions and cs 
where every Tear will be wiped from our Eyes. Land f 

Loet not, O Lord, the reproachful Manner from 
of my Death, the Multitude of People which O1 
ſhall aſſemble to ſee me receive the fatal Vi. N ne) 
ges of Sin, the bitter Fruits of thoſe Thing; me in 
whereof I am now aſhamed, diſcompoſe the ons. 
neceſſary Steadineſs and Tranquility of my Sof 


Mind, nor interrupt me in the | more. 


neſs of my laſt Moments. 

O Lord enable me chriſtianly and heartily 
to forgive, and pray for all thoſe who have 
proſecuted or been Witneſſes againſt me, that 
have been or were ſuppoſed to be my Ene- 
mies; and let all my Anger be againſt my 
own Wickedneſs, that has brought me to this 


piritual Buſi- 


| Judg 


„ divin- 


As thou haſt declared in thy holy Word, 
that he that owneth his Sins ſhall not proſper, 
but whoſoever confeſſeth and forſaketh them jhall N eon 
bave Mercy; let me not pretume upon ary tiou 
Account to go out of this World with ay W., 


Egquivocation or other Falſhood in my Tongue «A 
or in my Heart; let me with Achan glory remit 
God at the Hour of Death, by an Acknov- ment 


ledgment and Confeſſion of the Truth; that 
Juſtice may be revered, the World ſatisfec, WW 4 
and my own Soul ſaved in the Day of ti: me 5 
Lord Feſus. > 1 

And, finally, O Lord, as my Life has been Doul 


2 Diſcredit to thy Religion, grant 5 0 
cath 
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Death may be inſtrumental to its Service, and 

to the Glory of thy holy Name, by bringing 
and converting Sinners to embrace the Tenets, 
and follow the Precepts of thy holy 255 | 


from the Example of my Shame and Miſery. 


O let this diſgraceful and untimely End 
$ conclude all my Sufferings for Sin, and take 
me into thy glorious and everlaſting Habita- 


tions. To thee, O Father, Son, and Holy 
| Ghoſt, be all Glory and Honour for ever- 


o 
Va 


E more. Amen. 


4 


n. 
6 
2 tad 6 _ 


| A Prayer for one troubled ia Mind, and under 


great Misfortunes. 


© © 9 


4 


divine Preſence, who am nothing but Pollu- 


tion, whoſe Faith is ſo weak, and whoſe Of- 
fences are ſo great and innumerable. But, O 


thou merciful and ſupreme Being, who, after 
the enormous Crime of Auas, was pleaſed 


with his bumbling of himfelf before thee, and 


$ Compaſſion, my Confeſſion and Humiliation, 


me all that is paſt. 


oubts of thy Love to me, becauſe of my 


| $ Hory and eternal God, Father of our 
: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, 
Judge of all Men; how ſhall I approach thy 


F remitted Part of his heavy and juſt Puniſh- | 
ment, behold, with an Eye of Mercy and 


and, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, forgive 


Q let me not continue in any criminal 


heavy 
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heavy Troubles; but give me Grace to med. 
tate on thy wiſe Purpoſes and gracious De. 
ſigns in afflicting and chaſtiſing thy Creature 
Give me the Wiſdom and Prudence to ly 
my Hand upon my Mouth, and conſider, thi 
thy Rod has a Voice to call us unto Repei. 
tance and Amendment. | ; 
O Lord, ſuffer me not to be tempted abo f 
what I am, but with the Temptation ord i 
ſome Way to eſcape, that I may be able to ben 
t; grant, O Lord, that, in all my Afflictian 
and Diſtreſſes, thy Holy Spirit may be m mi 
Conſolation, and thy Promiſes my Aflurance iſ 
till the Time ſhall come, that thou wilt wiz: 
away all Tears from my Eyes in thy cternl 
Glory. 55 7 * 
O let not worldly Troubles, evil Men, nr 
evil Thoughts unhinge my Faith and Conf 
| dence in thy Mercy, but give me the Fe- 
ſuaſion of thy holy Apoſtle, that neither Deal 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, ut 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to cam 
nor Height, nor Depth, ſhall be able to ſeparat WF 
me from thy Love which is in Chriſt Jef. 
our Lord; to whom, with thee and the 140M * 
_ Ghoſt, be all Worſhip and Glory for ere ing 
more. Amen. whe 


A Proj! Wa 
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4 Prayer for the Converſion of @ wicked and 
4 diſobedient Child. 5 


Lm1cnTy God, the great Parent of Man- 
; kind, who of thy Bleſſing and Good- 
E neſs giveſt us Children, and in thy Diſplea- 
© jure art pleaſed to remove from them thy 
Grace; be intreated, O Lord, to hear my 
# Supplications in Behalf of a wretched and 
$ profligate Child, whom neither the divine Pro- 
miſes nor Threatenings of thy holy Word, 
nor any Counſels and Advice of earthly 
Friends and Parents, can reclaim from his evil 
Courles. : | 
O Lord, look upon me in this heavy At- 
W fiction, and let me not bring forth a Child 
| for eternal Deſtruction; give him, O Lord, 
che Repentance of the returning Prodigal in 
thy Goſpel, and let him ſee his Errors and 
W amend, before the Door of his heavenly Fa- 
ther's Houle is for ever ſhut againſt him. 
Bring him, O Lord, into the Paths of 
MW Righteouſneſs and Virtue, and ſave him for 
'W thy Mercy's Sake. O let me rejoice in find- 
ing again the Peace which I have loſt, - for 
| whom tender Nature pleads within me, and 
of whoſe preſent and everlaſting Ruin I am in 
uch daily and fearful Apprehenſions. ; 
Thou, O Lord, canſt melt the moſt fro- 
zen Heart, and bring Repentance as thou didſt 
Mater out of the ſtony Rocks : O let me have 
the Joy of my Child's Converſion to Piety 
"Hy, - -. and 
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and Virtue, that he who is dead in Trejpuſliiſeſerts, 
and Sins may be alive again, and he that i thou f 
Grant, O Lord, that, reformed from er /ba!l 
Vices and Impieties, he may for the futuſ to th 
ſerve, honour, and obey thee, whom he EHnfine t 
offended, and that thou io:piving,. ackno ent, wi 
ledging him again, and bie Ing him, man Lat 
bring im to the Happinc!z prepared for ti check 
Children in thy bliſsful Kingdom, and tis Frres, 
. humbly beg in the Name, and through th 
Satisfaction of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt o 
Lord. Amen. 


ey. 
O Lo 
om ſin 


Pept o 
4 — j cation 
A Prayer to be uſed in the dreadful Calani i O let 


Most mighty. and everlaſting 60% Pn, ar 
who to impenitent Sinners art a cn 
mg Fire, but unto them who lay hold 
thee by Faith, and true Repentance, à R 
cious Father in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Jook 
down in Mercy upon us in this raging Fitt, 
which occaſions ſo great deſolation among 
thy Creatures, and whoſe overpowennz 
Flames, unleſs ſtopped by thy gracious and 
merciful. Providence, will. deprive us of o 
earthly. Comfort and Habutations. - 
Our Sins, O Lord, not only deſerve the 
worſt of temporal Judgments, but even the 
intolerable Flames of everlaiting 3 
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it, O, do thou deal with us not after our 
eſerts, but according to thy great Mercy, 
thou ſupreme Being who canſt ſay to the 
ging Flames, as to the mighty Waves, Hi- 
ſhall ye go, be gracious unto us who now 
to thee for Succour, and over-rule and 
nfine the Outrages of this now unruly Ele- 
ent, which obtains the Maſtery over all hu- 
an Labour and Contrivance, and can onl 
checked by that omnipotent Word which 
Fires, like Storms and Winds, muſt fulfil and 


ey. 
O Lord, let thy preventing Grace keep us 
om ſinning and charging thee fooliſhly, and 
kept of our Sorrow for thoſe Sins and Pro- 
Þcations. which have called for thy Wrath 
dd Indignation againft us. 
O let this Calamity put us in mind of the 
ncertainty of Riches, and of all thoſe tranſi- 
ry Enjoyments, which captivate the Atten- 
n, and draw worldly minded and inconſi- 
Erate Men from thy Religion and Service; 
let us learn to place our Affections on 
kings above, on the Things which are not 
gen, and which are eternal. _ 
W © Lord, proſper all the outward Means 
Alſiſtances for extinguiſhing theſe Flames, 
us forget all Injuries Piques and Animo- 
es, and be ready to ſerve and help one ano- 
er preſerve us from Hurry and Confuſion, 
d let the Grace of thy Holy Spirit over- 
wer all unjuſt Principles, and baſe Incli- 
4005, in ſuch fad Calamities, to purloin and 


pilfer 


EE eee tes 
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P 
rer from the Difttelicd, remembering ther m th 
neh unnatural rity and inhumane Baſe. Ma che 
neſs can nee: nupuniſhed, without the bi-. | 
tereſt Wec ping of Repentance and without on 
Reſtitution. ; ) Wercie: 

. Hear, © Lord, the Sighs and Groans 0 
l Men, Wome, and innocent. Children that 


| either ſuit-r tzemſelves,. have afflicted Rely 
| tions, or compaſſionate Hearts for Strangers; 
preſerve all Firemen and Aſſiſtants from any 
{ad Accident, and comfort all that are dil: 
conſolate in this thy afflictive Providence; l 
us all ſee thy Hand, and ſubmit to- it, and 
give to all the Sufferers Patience and Reſigna- 
tion to thy divine Will. Make us all to 
conſider how dangerous it is to go on in Sin, 
and provoke thine infinite Majeſty; and grant, 
O Lord, that, if made whole by thy gracious 
Providence, we may ſin no more, left a worſt 
Thing bappen unto us, through Jeſus Cri, 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 


— — — — 


Pg l 


— — 
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138 ; Z To 
| A Prayer in the Time of Plague, or am chile 
i EO  - mical Sickneſs or Diſorder. 


Oni who art juſt in thy Judgments, 
# and infinite in thy Mercy to the Chil- 
| dren of Men, againſt whoſe Wrath there 1$ 
1 no earthly Preſervative, no Deliverance from 
thy deſtroying Angel, if he has not thy Order to 


| } 
peſs over and fave us: Keep me, O Loy 
| | | rom 


PRAYERS In AFFLICTIONS. 335 
m the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, 
the Sickneſs that deſtroyeth in the Nagn- 
Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Frvant, O Lord, but, according to thy 
Wercies, do away mine Offences. Keep me 
bm all Dangers ſpiritual and temporal, 
It in Health and Strength J may perform 
Duty to thee, and my fellow Creatures, 
Wi praiſe and adore thy gracious. Provi- 
Ice: But, if thou ſhalt pleaſe to afflict 
We with the reſt of my Brethren, give me 
Ne Grace of thy Divine Spirit, that I may 
mit to thy Will, and bleſs thy holy Name 
| all thy Diſpenſations. 

Give me, O Lord, Peace of Mind, how- 

er my Body may be diſeaſed; and chiefly 
ant that I may eſcape the Infection of this 

il World, the Temptations to thoſe Sins 
hich will deſtroy the Soul. Fe. 

| Strengthen and increaſe my Faith in thy 
kavenly Promiſes, that I may live to thy 
ory, and die in thy Favour, through Je- 
Crit, my Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 
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Prayer for an Officer, or Soldier, on the 
Day of Battle. e 

5 3 Lo RD of Hoſts, whom truly to know 

is perfect Wiſdom, and on whom to 

ly our greateſt Hope and Security, look 


Mercy and Compaſſion upon us thy Ser- 
vants, 
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vants, now on the Point of encountering dt an 
Enemies in the Field of Battle. 
It is from thee, O Lord, that all Skil Bo 
and Dexterity in Arms, all Strength and Cou- W 
rage to attack and conquer, do proceed; MW wt 
and who preſerveſt thoſe, to whom thou ar MW De 
_ Pleaſed to ſhew Mercy, in the Midſt « 
Slaughter, though Thouſands fall Ze/ide then, tri 
and ten thouſand at their Right-hand. | ric 
Be thou, O Lord, our Guide and our ce: 
| Leager; go out with our Armies, and favour io 
our juſt Cauſe with thy mighty Help and of 
Deliverance. Remove from us all Fear, C- 
Trembling, and Cowardice, and let the D. 
Thoughts and Hopes of happy Conſequence of 
of this Day's Succeſs animate our Faith, aud C 
fortify our Endeavours. If we live, and ſuc- ÞW 
ceed, we ſerve our King, our Country, and — 
Religion; if we fall in our Duty, thy bleſſed WM 
Son has died for us, and opened a Heaven 4 
for all Believers. O Lord, deſcend from thy 
boly Hill, touch the Mountains, and they ſpa! 
ſmoke; preſerve thy Servants who truſt in thee, Þ 
and ſcatter the People that delight in War, = 
Let no Fears blunt the Edge of our Faith, I 4 
nor deſtroy our Hopes *in thee, being per. U 
ſuaded that no human Force can withſtand th 
the Providence and Armies of the living I th 
God, and that a Chriſtian's Death, if it is WW 0! 
thy bleſſed Will, puts an End to all his to 
Combats and Trials in this Valley of Tears, tt 
this State of continual-Warfare ; that through E 


the prevailing Sacrifice of thy Son's Cross 
1. an 
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and Paſſion, the great Captain of our Salva-. 
tion, there will be a Reſurrection of our 
Bodies to Glory and Immortality. That no 
Weapons nor Arms can reach the Soul, 
which, at its Separation by the Stroke of 
Death, will go to Reſt and Tranquility. 

O Lord, to die in thy Fear is to be 
truly happy, is to be in Poſſeſſion of that glo- 
rious Kingdom, where all Enmities Will 
ceaſe, where Nation will not riſe againſt Na- 
tion, and where we ſhall enjoy the Bleſſings 
of everlaſting Peace ; grant this may be the 
Caſe of every one of us, whenever our 
Days ſhall be accompliſhed, and the Hour 
of our Death approacheth, through Jef 
Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


„ 
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A Prayer to be uſed on the Anniverſary of our 
Birth, the Day of our Entrance into woridly © 
Troubles and Afflictions. 8 


A Lwicuty God, who haft declared in 

thy Holy Word, that the Day of our 

Death is better than the Day of our Birth, 
thereby intimating to us the Introduction of 
the one to certain Miſery and Trouble, and 
of the other (if we die in thy Faith and Fear) 
to eternal Reſt and Felicity; grant, O Lord, 
tat I may number my Days, and apply my 
Heart to thy a Wifdom, that 1 may 
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338 PravrERs in AFFLICTIONs, 
recollect to what End I was born, which was 
to ſerve and glorify thee, the living God. 
Give me Grace to bewail the ſinful Years 


that are paſt, and ſpend the Remainder of 


my appointed Time in Righteouſneſs, Sobri. 


ety, and Godlineſs; that as I have finiſhed 


(here name your Age) Years of my Life, by 
that Grace and Favour for which I praiſe and 
magnify thy holy Name, ſo I may continue 
to hve in thy Fear; and as thou didſt hi 
Day take me from my Mother's Womb to 
live a mortal Life, grant O Lord that I may 
after Death, be taken from the Grave and 
Womb of Earth, that common Mother of 
us all, to dwell with thee for ever and ever, 
through J7eſus Chriſt our Lord and bleſſed 


Redeemer. Amen. | 
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DEVO TIO NS 


FOR 


WOMEN with CHILD. 


Arayer for a Woman when ſhe is ft 


LoRD, who for the Sins of our firſt 
| Parents, didit order that in Sorrow 
Women ſhould conceive Children, and yet 


haſt remembered ſuch Mercy in the Midſt of 


Judgment, as to ſupport her ſo wondertully 
in the Perils and Pains of Child-birth ; look 
with an Eye of Mercy and Favour upon me, 


thy ſinful and unworthy Servant, and pre- 


ſerve me from all Misfortunes and Acci- 
cents, which may endanger my own, and the 
Lite of the Infant within me. O give me a 
juſt Abhorrence of Sin, which occaſioned all 
the Pains and Labours of Life, and eſpecially 
thoſe which we endure in Child-bearing and 
Travail. „ 
O Lord, who doſt ſtrengthen all thy Crea- 
tures to bring forth their Young, do not 
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340 Dewotions for Momen 
leave nor forſake me to whom thou haſt g 
ven a reaſonable Soul, placed me in a ſu- 
perior Order of Creation, and adopted t» | 
Lite eternal in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my Re- 
deemer. | „FC | 
Be with.me, O Lord, with thy Grace and 
Providence, till the Time of my Deliverance 
ſhall come, and then grant J may return thee 
due Praiſe and Glory that a Child is fately 
brought into the World, and grant it may be 
a Member of Chrift, a Child of thee, O Goc, 
and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
.O Lord deal not with me after my Sins, 
nor reward me after mine Iniquities, but {er 
me ſee and experience in — Eooremitie the Tus 
gracious Effects of thy Almighty Power and t. 
Mercy. Help and comfort me, O God ef m 
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my Salvation, for the Sake, and through the an 
Merits of Feſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. _ it 
as | R. 

7 


Another Prayer for a Woman drawing near to: zn 
Time of her Travail. 1 


Mzx cirvr Lord and bleſſed Saviour | 
| of the World, who didſt not abbor the Wt 4 
„Virgin's Womb, but, when the Fulneſs of Tint 
came, waſt born of a Woman, I beſeech thee, 
offthy Goodneſs, to ſave me from all the Fe- 
rils and Dangers of my Labour and Travail; 
chat as by thy Providence have conceived a 
Child, into which thou haſt breathed a w_ 
* 1 1 
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of Life, fo, by thy continual Aid, I may be 
E preſerved with it, and ſafely bring it forth into 
= the World, to the Joy and Comfort of my 
© own Soul, and to the Glory of thy holy 
Name. And grant, O Lord, that, when it 1s 
born, it may alſo be regenerate and born again 
by Baptiſm, and be carefully and virtuouſly 
brought up in thy holy Religion, till it fi- 
nally comes to thy heavenly Kingdom. 
Whatever thou, O Lord, {halt be pleaſed- 
to ordain for me or the Infant, whether Lite 
or Death, grant" may revere and glorify 
thee, both in'thy Judgments and in thy Mer- 
cy; and, if it ſhall be thy Pleaſure to ſpare 
us both, grant, O Lord, that, as a freſh In- 
| ſtance of thy Mercy and loving Kindnets, it 
may be a freſh Motive to bleſs thy holy Name, 
and may lay me under another and indiſpen- 
ſible Obligation, to ſerve thee in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, all the Days of my Life. 
Grant this, I kumbly beſeech thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt my adorable Saviour, Mediator, 
and Advocate. Amen. a. 


98 


* 


A Prayer to be uſed by the Friends ard Afitants ; 
be Woman in Labour. 


Lon D, juſt and holy, who, for yielding 
VF to the Temptation of the grand Seducer 
and Adverſary-of Mankind, didſt order, for 
de Mother of all Fleſh, thoſe Pains and Tra- 

8 Vail 
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vail with Children with which all her Gnfvl 
Foſterity are more or leſs afflicted ; Have 
Mercy upon thus thy Servant now lying under 
thy Hand in agonizing Labour and Torture, 
and be pleaſed to manifeſt iby Strength in ber 
N eakneſs. . O Lord, give her Patience and 
Comfort in her Travail, aſſwage her Grief, 
rd diſſipate her Fears, in theſe ſharp An- 
1 tiſhes and extreme Pains, with the Hope! 
vi thy Mercy, and the ſpeedy and happy 
Change of her preſent Sorrow into Joy, that a 
bild is ſafely brought forth. 

O Lord, hear the Voice of our Prayer in 
Jer Behalf, and deliver het Soul from Death, 
ber Eyes from Tears, and her Feet from fal- 
'1g: The Snares of Death encom pas her 
round about and ſhe finds Trouble and Hea- 


vineſs, O Lord, we beſeech thee deliver her 


Soul, that ſhe may praiſe and glorify thy 
great Name, and walk righteouſly before 
mee in the Land of the Living, 

. Preſerve, O thou Author of our Being, the 
Inſant which is yet unboin; faſhion all its 
L mbs and Features in due Proportion; give 
u, O Lord, its right Shape and Form, and 
when it comes to the Birth, give its Mother 
Srrength to bring forth; That we thy Servants 
may rejoice; in thy holy Name, for another 


Member of Chriſt's holy Church, and which 


may do unto thee ſome true and laudable Set- 


vice, amongſt the Sons of Men. Grant, 0 

Lord, it may live to be an Inftrument to thy 

Glory, by ſerving thee piouſly and * 
7 ca " 
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all the Days of its Life. O hear our Prayers 
we humbly beſeech thee, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. |; Amen. 


— —— 


m— 
— — 


2 ban giving after a happy Delivery. 


Loxy be to thee, O God on high, for this 
J Inſtance of thy Mercy, in ſafely delivering 
this Woman thy Servant from the extreme 
Pains and Danger of Child-birth. Thou haſt 
made her, O Lord, to know thy Power in her 
Weakneſs, and to ſee thy Goodneſs in her 
happy Deliverance; She felt grievous Pains, 
and behold ſudden FEale z waited for Death, 
and behold Life and Satety, 

O that our Tongues were Pens of ready 
Writers, to ſet forthall thy marvellous Works, 
and declare the Wonders that thou doſt for the 
Children of Men! Grant that this Merey may 
lead her to Repentance and Reformation; that 
She may never neglect the Means of Grace, nor 
lole her Hope of eternal Glory. There is no 
one O Lord, that ſinneth not, no ane deſerv- 
ing of ſuch abundant and daily Mercy and 
Favour, as thou conferreſt on thy Creatures: 
Thou art good unto the Wicked, kind to 
the inhuman, deſiring not the Death but Con- 
verſion of all Men; O let us praiſe thee, Lord, 
for thy Goodneſs, and magnify thy Name to- 
ether 1 

Lo Children and the Fruit of the Womb are 
an Heritage and Gift that cometh of thee, © 


Q4 Lord; 


ist 
1 4 


Midſt of thee, O Ferufſ 
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Lord; thou giveſt us a Life of Nature to 
make us capable of a Life of Grace, that we 
may finally enjoy a Life of Glory. Thon 
bringeſt us into this World, this Wilderneſs 
of Sorrow and Vale of Miſery, that, by Patience 
and Well-doing, by walking in thy Fear, and 
the Ways of thy Commandments, we ma 
arrive at the heavenly Canaan of Reſtand Peace, 
As thou haſt therefore given Life to this 


- new-born Infant, add to it thy Grace and di- 
vine Benediction, waſh it in Baptiſm from 


its original Stains, and nouriſh it with the 
Mil of thy Word; that as it grows up it may 


chuſe the Good and avoid the Evil, and datly 


increaſe in the Grace and Knowledge of thee, 


its God, and Jeſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent; 


in whoſe Name we implore a Continuance of thy 


Bleſſing, Protection, and ſaving Health to boti 
the Mother and the Infant; and that ſhe, be- 


ing raiſed from this weak State, may be found 
in thy boly Temple, offering up her Thanks 
and Acknowledgments to thee, receiving the 
Cup of Salvation, and paying her Vows in 
the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, even in the 
—_— . 


Theſe Praiſes and 
ſent unto thy divine Being, beſeeching ther 
to accept thereof, for the Sake of Jeſuð CH 


eur Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


dude 
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9 Another Thankſgiving, to be uſed and frequently 
= repeated by the Woman herſelf as ſoon as ſhe 
z able, 85 


Aut 
ay: 

3 

4 


b Gracious Lord God, by whoſe Pro- 
: vidence we are all made and wonder- 
fully preſerved, I beſeech thee to accept this 
my humble Acknowledgment and Reverence 
of thy Almighty Power, and to receive this 
my hearty Praiſe and Thankſgiving for thy 
= Goodneſs to me during my dangerous Tra- 
& vail, and fafely delivering me from all the 
Pains and Perils I have been in. Es 

E Behold, and have Mercy, O Lord, upon 
this little Infant, which thy Hands alone have 
E faſhioned, and thy Mercy has brought into 
the World in its proper Shape and Features. 
Grant that, made by thy Power, it may al- 
ways be preſerved by thy merciful Provi- 
dence, and, enjoying the Benefit of thy holy 
& Baptiſm, may be made a lively Member of 
chy Church, and be carefully brought up to 
ſcrve thee in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
E through the Merits of thy well-beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 
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Lozp, I am not worthy to look up fe 
thee, I abhor myſelt in Duſt and Aſh- 
£5, God be merciful ro me a Sinner. 


Q 5 Lord 
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Mijdeeds, O grant me thy Grace, to ſhewth: 
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Lord I acknowledge and confeſs my Wick. 
edneſs, the Wantonnels of my Thoughts, and 
the Evil of my Actions, of all which | re. 
pent, and am heartily ſorry for theſe my 


Fruits of my Repentance in my future Life 
end Converſation. 
In all Lowlinefs and Humility of Mind, 
with abroken Spigit and contrite Heart, | bes 
ot.thee Pardon and F *orgiveneſs, nd that 
theu wilt waſh me in the precious Blood that 
vas ſhed for Sinners upon thy Son's pairiul 


O thou holy and 1 Being whole Pro- 
rerty it is to forgive Sin, and who halt pro- 
1 ited thy Mercy to them who truly repent 
d turn to thee, give me a perfect Rermuition We 
cf all my Sins, ſtrengthen me in all good WW 
Works, and bring me to Lite everlaſting, 
rough Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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Againſt the Pp” 


FEAR of DEAT IK 


AN D 


DIRECTIONS 


How to prepare Ourſelves 
To Dru: wr 


HERE is nothing ſo ſhocking to hu- 
L man Nature as the Thoughts and Ap- 
prehenſions of Death, the Fear of which is 
very difficultly removed from the moſt pious 
and faithful Chriſtian z young Perſons dread 
it, and the aged, though full of Infirmities, and 
like Barzillai unable to taſte the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of Life, are deſirous of 
continuing a little longer, and would willingly 
let their trembling Hands to a Renewal of 
the Leaſe or Term of Life. 


The 
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The Scene of Death I muſt own is terri- 
ble and affrighting; the King of Terrors ap- 

roacheth us with many Formalities and At- 
tendants, and acute Pains and Aches are his 
Fore-runners and Harbingers. As he makes 
his near Advances, and begins to chill us 
with his freezing and cold Embrace; the 
Cries of Friends, the mourniag of Children for 
the Loſs of paternal Fondneſs and Support, 
the frighted Attendants, the giving over of 
the Phy/ician, the ſtreaming Eyes of thoſe 


about us, infuſe an additional Bitterneſs into 
the Draught, increaſe the Sorrows, and ag- 
. gravate our dying Pains and Agonies. Let 


us then follow theſe Exhortations againſt the 

Fear of Death. 2 | 
Firſt, Let us conſider the Certainty of it, 

that it is appointed unto Man once ts die, and 


that the Sentence is irrevocable, not to be 


altered by any human Power: How weak is 
it to live in continual Fear of what muſt come 
to paſs! How cowardly to be afraid to tread 
ſo beaten a Path, which all our Anceſtors, 
the ' greateſt and wiſeſt of Men, have gone 


before us. 


There is no State or Condition to which 


we can be raifed in this mortal Abode that 
is free from ſome Intervals of Vexation and 


Ineaſineſs; and if we are poor and miſera- 
ble,” under the piercing Hands of Poverty, 
that armed Man, it is ſtrange we ſhould be 
fo afraid of Releaſe from a Trouble, which 


our Pride of Nature makes us ſo averſe to. 
Fra | | Profpertty 
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Proſperity is only a Shadow of Pleaſure, 
a little Figure of Happineſs, which, as ſoon 
as fixed, ſome foul Finger of Envy, Fraud, 
or Malice can eraze. Friends are falſe and 
inconſtant, Enemies are cruel, revengeful, 
and opprobrious; we cannot avoid ſinning, 
vor eſcape the Horror of Reflection; for evil 
Ways and unjuſt Actions our Hearts will re- 
1 proach US, and no Equipage, Char lots, nor 
Horſemen can carry us from ourſelves, nor 
keep us from the Agonies of an accuſing 
Conſcience. | 
We are ſeldom free from Pains and bodily 
Diſorders of ſome kind or other; we can- 
not indulge our Paſſions without ſome uneaſy 
Conſequences 3 the pleaſing Draughts of 
Intemperance produce Giddineſs and Sick-. 
neſs, and a whole Day's Enjoyment of Health 
is for the moſt Part ſacrificed to the tew Hours 
of an Evening-debauch. We are hourly 
liable to a convulſive Shake of the Nerves, 
and, however vainly adorned, we dwell in 
poor and mean Houſes of Clay. 

The General of an Army may be cruſbed 
„a Moth, and a little poitonous Inſect can, 
top the Breath of mighty Men and Potentates. 
We are exqui/itely framed, but Sin has made 
us corrupt and periſhable. So brittie is our 
Compoſition, - that it is ſurprizing we keep 
one Day from falling to pieces. What a Won 
der is Health, to which the Agreement of ſo 
many Parts of the human Body is neceſſary? 
din has weakened thoſe fine and imperceptible., 

_ 7 Parts 
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350 Exhortations againſt the 
Parts of the Machine which occaſion many 
frequent and unknown Diſorders. There 
muſt be a Flow of animal Spirits, or there 
will be a Stagnation and Want of Circulati- 


on of the Blood, which may prove fatal. The 


intangling or burſting of any of the many 
Fibres, Threads, Veins, and Arteries of the 
human Body will bring on ſudden Pains, and 

rhaps Death in a Moment. The nice Se- 
cretion of Fluids, Juices, Sc. in the human 
Frame, and their Liableneſs to that Diſorder 


which will diſcompble the whole Body, makes 


this a painful Life, if there was even no 
Trouble, but what Diſeaſes and Infirmities 
bring upon us. 

But the Mind has likewiſe its Wants, Ma- 
ladies and Oppreſſions; we often ſee and ad- 
mire a magnificent and glittering Equipage, 
and conclude the Owners thereof to be hap- 
Py; but we fee not the private Uneaſineſs 
which may be lodged at the Heart, we {ee 
not the hidden Grief of many that are rich 
in this World, and ſeemingly free from all 
Mistortunes and Anxiety. 


The middling State is the happieſt, but 


we are reſtleſs in that ſafe Station, and look 
up to a richer Neighbour with an cnvying 
or grudging Eye; or, at leaſt, we riſe up col. 
ly, and fit up late, and eat the Bread of Care. 


fulneſs to come up to and outſhine him. 


With Tears, Cares, and Anxieties, we poſ, 
Jeſs that Fortune which with ' Uneaſinels, 


Sweat of Brow, and continually harraſſing of 
5 ourſelves 
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FEAR of DEAT II. ITE 
ourſelves, we ſtrive to get. There is no con- 
tinual Feaſt, no real and laſting Felicity, but 
Contentment; and where can we go to find 
it? Is it with the Courtier ? No, he is always 
framing Notions to himſelf of further Ad- 
vancement from his Prince's Smiles and Fa- 
vours. Is it with the Rich ? They are daily 
ſtriving to encreaſe their Abundance. Are 
the Poor contented ? The World has-many 
Vanities, many uncomeatable Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments to inflame their Paſſions, and 
give them Anxiety for Want of Ability to in- 
dulge and gratify thßem. 

Children prove undutiful, and we are de- 


ceived in our Confidence and Hopes of them. 
Extravagance and Prodigality throw us into 
Priſon, and Sickneſs and Diſtempers confine 


us to our Beds; Covetouſneſs and Avarice 


debar us of the Enjoyment of our own Poſſeſ- 


tions ; our own Paſſions compoſe Part of our 


Afflictions, and no Age nor Condition is free 
trom Trouble. 8 


A perfect Calm in this Sea of Life is not to 
be expected; Happineſs, which is Part of the 


Glory of Heaven, deſcended in a Degree to 


Farth on Man's: firft Creation, and was the 
tweet and delightful Companion of his Inno- 
cence; but with his Innocence it diſappeared; 
they were on Earth inſeparable Friends and 
Aſſociates, and one Moment's Guilt deprived 
us of our nnd 175 150 
The fame Action which made Man culpa- 
ble made him unhappy; with the guiltleſs 
= | | Fieſus 
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Zeſus alone Happineſs has ſince made it: W 
Appearance; he has exhibited perfect Felici- e th 
ty to our View, and reſtored to us, with ma Jer 
ny additional and higher Joys and Pleaſures, M7 
our loft Paradiſe. ens. 
| Thus have I ſhewn you the World which in or 
| we are ſo afraid of leaving, and for a little I Sale. 
4 longer Continuance wherein there are ſuch IE Trar 
5 Pains and Striving. But Death we are ſo our 
* afraid of, if properly met and prepared for, F and 
4 will introduce us to a Place free from all theſe I the « 
is Diſquietudes and Vexations. WE 
UE What a glorious and happy Change will I Þ 
irq the Diſſolution, we ſo much ſtart at, make Part 
bk in a true Chriſtian's State and Condition! I . 
i The expiring Soul of the perfect and upright I 0 

8 Man may be compared to the Sun's breaking 3 bop 

* out of an Eclipſe; every Moment removes WP, 
1; it further from the dark and interpoſing Pla- 7 Wo 
19 net that deprives us of its Light. 5 Ire 
"FR Every Day that brings us nearer to the ö bent 
bs Verge of this mortal Being, by our Adop- i = 
WE . . i 22 eter. 
1 tion in Chriſt Feſus, brings us nearer to the We 575 
4 Brightneſs of celeſtial Glory. The Souls of 1 
ag the Righteous, when ſeparated from their Bo- : * 
| dies, will be at reſt from all Agitations, wait- W fal 
j ing not with Impatience, which is a corrupt * 
1 and bodily Infirmity, but with a joyful EE. fegt 
1 pectation and Aſſurance of being reunited to 1 
is former and intimate Companion, diveſted WM ; 
1 of all groſs and corrupt Materials, and fa- | _ 
mauoned and made like unto Chrif's glorious WM ,; 
| | Body. 82 
| 


— -vy"s 9 nm == 


FEAR of DEATH. 75 
ie know, ſays St. Paul, that if our 
j earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſ- 
5 ſelved, we Have a Building of God, a Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
Lens. At our Separation by Death we ſhall _ 
in our Spirits be happy with the God of our 
Salvation, and enjoy a glorious Requiem and 
Tranquility, till the awakening Trumpet of 
our Lord ſhall awake our ſleeping Bodies, 
and reunite them to their Souls, making 
the whole Man completely and eternally hap- 
© py in his heavenly Kingdom. | 
Ihen the Body, which has contributed its 
Part in Acts of Piety, which has joined in 
ſpiritual Exerciſes, and ſhared in the Sor- 
E rows and Sufferings of its Redeemer, will be 
3 bade together with the Sou. 35 
The Hand, that has been reached out to the 
Poor and Needy, will reach the Fruit of the 
Iree of Life. The Knees, which have been 
bent in humble Adoration of God on Earth, 
will kneel around the Throne of God with 
eternal Praiſes and Hallelujahs; and the Eyes, 
vhich with Faith have been lift up to Heaven. 
W vill ſee Cd as be is, enjoy the Glory of the 
| beatific Viſion, and have a joyous and never- 
failing View of the great Majeſty of Heaven, 
i all the Luſtre 40 Glory of his divine Per- 
VCCCVVVC ad ; „ 
Who can be afraid of Death, or tremble at 
| the Approach of it, who ſtedfaſtly believes. 
that Chriſt died and roſe again, and that thoſe _. 
who flee. in Feſus God will bring with him. 
wo . Under 
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354 Exbortations againſt the 

Under the Bondage and frightful Appreien. 
lion of Death, let us ſearch the Scriptures, ru 
the Goſpel, and ſee what we ſhall be, what 
we ſhall enjoy in Heaven. 

The Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, no 
bath it entered into the Heart of Man, to cum. 
reibe the Things which God hath prepared far 
them that love him ; yet there are ſuch Ideas 
conveyed to us, ſuch glorious Deſcriptions 


of a future State of Bliſs in the Word ot God, 


as, like the J/raefites on Mount Piſgab, will 
give us a very delighttul View of the Canaan 
to which we are going, the promiſed Land 
and Inheritance of true Believers. 

As the Price of Chrif's Blood was great, 
the Purchaſe muſt be glorious, and the He 
den he bas opened muſt be concluded, wete 
there no Deſcription of it, to be full of Jo? 
and Pleaſures, The Place, to which Dea 
tranſlates the Chriſtian, is the Seat and high 
Palace of the King of Kings, and all the 
Gardens which we behold on Earth are bar. 
ren Deſarts to the Eden of God. The mol 
magnificent Cities are nothing compared to 
the New Jeruſalem, which is thus loftil) ard 
elegantly deſcribed in Scripture, whoſe Wai 
are of Faſper, whoſe Dwellings of Gola, cohoje 
Foundation is of precious Stones and its Gate) 


F Pearl. 


When we meet in Heaven, we ſhall mect 


in Love, no Reproaches nor Malice will be 


there, no Poverty to contemn or ſcorn, lo 
ill Qualities nor Humours to make us ow 
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el will be Peace, all will be Pleaſure: No- 
thing but Goodneſs dwells there, and every 
diſagreeable Object will for ever vaniſh from 
our Eyes when they are cloſed by Death. 
We ſhall there be free from all Pain and 
Infirmity, every Tear will be wiped from our 
Hes, we ſhall have no Want, no improper, 
and therefore no ungratified Deſires or In- 
E clinations ; we ſhall meet with no more In- 
© ſuits nor Abuſes, no more Frauds nor De- 
ceits, no more unkind nor cruel Treat- 
ment. 
The Treaſures in Heaven no Moth nor 
KReuſt can corrupt, nor Thieves break through 
and ſteal. We ſhall be ſecure from all Ene- 
mies, eaſed of all Burdens and Sorrows ; no 
Wicked can there trouble us, and the N eary 
will be at reſt, Here we live amongſt evil 
| Doers, and can hardly truſt thoſe that ſpeak 
moſt friendly to us; there we ſhall aſſociate 
with the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. 
Here are falle Friends; there is the Friend 
W 5-0 /o loved us, as to lay down his Life for 
ar dares. Here we are in continual Combat; 
We {cre we ſha'l triumph; Here we walk by 
Faith; there by Sight; Here we hope; there 
Ve [hail poſſeſs. 5 
Who is there then can be frighted or a- 
med with the Thoughts of Death, the con- 
cluding Trouble of the Chciſtian? And to e- 
| very deſpairing, every uneaſy Profeſſor of 
Chriſt's Golpel, may not the Words of the 
| holy 
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you of little Faith! | 


This is the Change for which the Righte- | 


ous wait their appointed Time, and this iz 
the Heaven, the World we are ſo afraid and 
loath to go to. But how will the Fear of 
Death be ſubdued by preparing for it, ard 
how happily, how eaſily ſhall we die if: ve 
obſerve the following Directions 

Iris the Wicked alone that have Cauſe th 
fear Death. As the vaſt Step from this 
World to the next is made but once, fo, if 
we make a falſe one, it is never to be reco- 
vered; What Care therefore ought we © 
take, ſince to live ill and die well is ſo very 
difficult, if not impoſſible? Let us not then 
from Morning to Night, from the Begin- 
ning of the Year to the End, commit © 
many Sins, and omit ſo many Duties, and 
hope to die the Death of the Righteous; 
but, if you will ſecure your Salvation, change 
your ſinful Courſe of Life, For what a Men 
Jon Ther wile reap #75 rh 
Let our Cenverſation be in Heaven, let 
us preſs forward towards the Mark of our high 


Sailing, let us not riſque eternal for momen- | 


tary Pleaſures, nor let the Deſire of worldly 
Gain tempt us to any fraudulent or unjult 
Action ; for «what ceill jt profit us to gain tit 
whole H*Urid, and loſe cur own Souls! 2p 
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Holy Jeſus, to ſinking Peter, be applied? 0 
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Let us not neglect the Duties of our Religion 
for all the Allurements and Pleaſures of the 
World. Let us ſtruggle with Misfortunes, 
and bear them patiently, ſince our Lord has 
0 prepared ſuch Happineſs for us; and let us 
| 0p begin thoſe Services, which we ſhall com: 
pleatly perform before the Face of God and 
of Angels, | 
Leet the divine Will be done kere as it is 
done in Heaven, and let us now give thoſe 
Praiſes and Thankſgrvings to our God, which 
are to continue eternally in his heavenly King- 
dom. If bodily Pains increaſe, and Death ap- 
$ proaches, let us not be frightened or ,forry as 
* Men without Hope; but, having armed our- 
ſelves, let us couragiouſly meet the Enemy. 
Let our Faith and Hope in Chriſt be ſtrong 
and lively, Let us fight the good Fight of 
Faith, and finiſh our Courſe, and we ſhall re- 
| ceive his Crown of Righteouſneſs. 

{ Let our Prayers be continually offered up 
| to God for his divine Grace to prevent and 
| follow usin this World, and we need not fear 
| the ſo much dreaded Launch into Eternity; it 
will be an Eternity of Joy to them that fit 
themſelves and prepare for it, and the ex- 
piring Chriſtian may thus accolt the ghaſtly 

Enemy, O Death, where is thy Sting? O 

Grave, where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death 
Li, and the Strength of Sin is the Law, but, 

Tharks be to God, who hath given us the Vic- 
| tory through Jeſus Chriſt, var Lord. 
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That we may all die a happy Death, and 
enjoy the future Bliſs ; which I have ſet forth 


from the unerring Word of God; inſtead of 
being affrighted, that we may rather, with 


Submiſſion to the divine Will, gdefre 10 þ 
diſſalved, and to be with Chriſt, which is ja 
better; let us walk carefully and circumſpecth, 
redeeming our Time; let us live every Day a; 
if it was to be the laſt of our Lives, and be 


nities 


1mPC 


ſtedfaſt and unmeveable in the Chriſtian Faith, Þ 


always abounding in the Work of the Lerd, for. 
eſmuch as we know that our Labour is not i 
vain in the Lord. | 


* 2 2 p 
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A Prayer for Preparation for Death. 


- () MosT wiſe and merciful God, wi 


knoweſt all our Infirmities, and can 
alone heal them ; who haſt concealed the Day 


of our Death from us, that we may wal 


with Care and Circumſpection, be always 


ſtanding to our Arms, and be ready for our 
great Combat; O give us thy Grace to pre- 


pare for, and to wach, ſince we #now not the 
Time of our Lord's Coming; grant that, if ju: 


deny, he may not find us ſleeping, but with 


our Loins girded about, and our Lamps bur nig. 
Thou, O Lord, giveſt us Time to live 
in order to prepare to die; help us © 


_ employ as we ought the Moments of thy 
Grace, that this flecting World and its d. 
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nities may not divert and draw us from the 
important Concerns of the Soul; but that we 
may ſo live as to be of the happy Number of 
the 3/eſſed Dead who die in the Lord, reſt from 
E heir ].abours, and their Works follow them. 

| Grant us, O Lord, to live here in thy Faith 
and Fear, and to dwell with thee evermore, 
: through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Redeemer. 
| Amen. 5 


* * 
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A Prayer for an aged Perſon. 


wouldſt have us prepare for Death, and who 
haſt been my Hope even from my Youth, I adore 
and magnify thy great Name, that with 4 
Life thou haſt been pleaſed to ſatisfy me, and 
bew me thy Salvation. 
But, O Lord, on the Brink of Eternity 
| how ought I now to conſider and prepare for 
1; grant, therefore, O Lord, as the outward 
Man, like an expiring Lamp, diminiſhes and 
| decays, I may be ſtrengthened and renewed in 
| the inward Man; that, as this weak and 
trembling Body floops and bends to Earth, 
my Soul may be raiſed in Contemplation to 
— | 
Do thou grant, O Lord, that the A ge, 
which has wrinkled the Skin of my Body, 
may by its Reflection and long CO 
| | or, 


: Gracious God, the Ancient of Days, 
4 who, in every Age and Time of Life, 


360 Exbortations againſt, &c. 
| for, Face the Sins of my Soul; and that the 
| 'Years, which have enfeebled my Knees and 
| made my Hairs white, may fortity my Faith, 
and confirm my Hopes in thee. : 
= O Lord of Heaven and Earth, thou fee} 
| my weak and helpleſs State of Body, hoy 
| burthenſome to myſelf, and how unprofitable 
to Men; do-thou, who haſt bleſt my Infancy, 
i crowned all my Years with thy paternal Grace 
" and provided for me, forſake me not in my 
old Age, when I am grey- headed; but now, tha 
my Strength and Vigour depart from me, be 
thou the Rock and Strength of my fe): Þ 
Life, and my Portion for ever. = 
Thou art the ſame, O Lord, and thy 
Years cannot fail; O take me to thy by 
Hill and to thy Dwelling, and let my Retret 
from this Houſe of Duſt, now tottering and 
ſhaking with Length of Days, be to thy Nw WW 
Jeruſalem. To = 
"i I have loſt the Taſte of earthly Enjoy- 
4 ments, O give me the Delights of thy he 
URL venly Kingdom, the Pleaſures at thy Right 
hand for evermore. I am already, as it were, 
departed, my Life hangs by a tender Thread, 
if it be thy bleſſed Will, let thy Servant depart 
in Peace, mine Eyes having ſeen, in thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt's Goſpel, my great Salvation: To hm Bl 
with thee, O Father, and Holy Ghoſt, Ihrer BR 
Perſons and One God, be immortal Gl, 
now-'and ever. Amen. 


Tle End of the Second Part. 
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8 This do in Remembrance of Me. Luke xxiii. 19. 
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** 


HE Deſign of the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, that important and ſo- 
lemn Office of our Church, is, 
in Obedience to the Command of 
the great Saviour of Mankind, 
to eat Bread and drink Wine in Remembrance 
of him. It has been wiſely remarked, by a 
very learned and pious Divine *, that, to 
remamber a Perſon is not barely to call to 
mind that ſuch an one exiſted ; but to re- 

R | collect 
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362 An Int roductory Diſcourſe on +}; 
collect who he was, and the Things he did, 
which recommend him to our Remy: 
brance. „ 
Public Exploits and Deliverances, great 
Victories and Benefactions, have always been 
honoured, and very juſtly, with ſolemn Com- 
memorations, Inſcriptions, Sc. The private 
Memorial of worthy and illuſtrious Actions, 
ſuch as a Man's ownMind only retains, is too 
low an Expreſſion of, and ſhews too little a 
Regard for and Senſe of eminent and public 
Benefits; and beſides, ſuch Memorial of 
them would leſſen and ceale, as the Perſons, 
10 retaining a private Memory of fuck 
Things, followed the Objects of their Re- 
card and Remembrance to the Place appoint- 
ed for all living. So that, to keep alive thok 
public Virtues, (the Worthineſs and Glory 
whereof ſhould be perpetuated) it has been 
the Wiſdom and Gratitude of former Ages 
to inſtitute public and ſolemn Memorials of 
them. 3 
And where is there an Action in the Re: 
giſtry and Memorial of Things, from the 
Beginning of Time, which lays ſo juſt a Claim 
to a laſting Regard and Remembrance as the 
Deliverance and Redemption of Joſt Mankind, 
by the Death and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt? 
In all the heroic Deeds, public Charities and 
Benefactions memoriſed in the World, what 
Greatneſs, what Goodneſs, what Love àp- 
| pears like to His, who came from pertc 
Bliſs to a World of Miſery and [nfirm!), 5 
1 D 3 : C0) 
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| took on him the Sins of others, and the 
| Sufferings which divine Juſtice demanded, 
that the poor and wretched Offenders might 
l periſh, but have everlaſting Life? 
| To releaſe another from Priſon and Con- 
” Gnement, to leſſen our own Circumſtance for 
the Relief of a fellow Creature in Diſtreſs, 
and to ſhew Mercy in all the various Inſtan- 
ces of Charity, and to all the wretched Ob- 
jects which preſent themſelves to us in this 
Valley of Tears, are Actions of Humanity and 
Beneficence, recommending ſuch great Minds, 
ſuch truſy righteous to everlaſting Rememb1 ance; 
bit to put himſelf into the Condition and 
miſcrable State of Sinners, to be free from all 
& Guile, and yet to be numbered with the Tranj- 
greſſors, to be as rich and happy as eternal 
& Glory and the Treaſure in Heaven could make 
' him, and yet to become poor, that others by 
ſuch Poverty might he made rich, to compal- 
fionate an unhappy Race of Creatures, who 
had rebelled againſt their God, brought up- 
on themſelves Miſery and Trouble, and 
| coomed to receive the fatal Wages of Sin 
In eternal Death and Deſtruction ; to come 
and partake of their Nature and all their Sor- 
rows, (Sin excepted) and then lay down his 
[wn Life, that they might be ſaved and e- 
verlaſtingly happy, theſe are Actions of Love 
and Beneficence not to be parallell'd, and 
therefore moſt worthy of Commemoration. 
When we read of the worthy Actions of 
or charitable Donors, we 
ä eſteem 


deceaſed Heroes, 
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eſteem their Memories and exalt ſuch Aci. 


ons, tho' we want not, or are not within the 
Reach or Detcription of their Benevolence 
and Charities, But in the redeeming Love of 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour we are 4/ con- 
cerned, every one that remembers it, remember; 
his own Happineſs, and fees with Joy the 
Share he has of this great and merciful Del. 
verance. | 

From the. Time of our Lord's Appear. 
ance to his Departure, from the Manger, 
which was his Cradle, to the diferaceful Criſs 
which was his Scaffold, there were Paſſages 
and Circumſtances ſo affecting and moving 
to Piety and Virtue, ſo worthy of Imitation, 
and ſo tending to our preſent as well as ever 
laſting Eaſe and Felicity, that our great ard 
kind Lord, for our Benefit as well as to per: 


petuate the Glory of God, was pleated to | 


command this Remembrance of him in thx 
bleſſed Sacrament, that the Enemy ot our 
Peace might be confounded, and Men might 
be influenced thereby to a Practice of that 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs from which he 
ſhould teek to divert and ſeduce them, Fu 
as the bloody Robe of Cœ ar affected the I.,. 
man Citizcn-, and railed their Paſſions againk 
the Contpirators, in e Manner the Cri 
#f Thorns and the purple Robe, the agomain; 
Cruclties and Tortures of the ſuffering J, 
with thoſe Virtues and Graces of his Lift, 
which make his Death fill more affecting, m1 
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Remembrance of CuRIsST. 365 
ſpiring to his Sufferings, and eſpecially to the 


diabolical Parent of all this Miſchief, ſo as 


to reſiſt his Decoys and glittering Tempta- 
tions to Sin. | 
Our Saviour therefore, in the /ame Night in 
«phich he was betrayed, let up this Monument 
in his Church of our Redemption by his 
Death and Paſſion, that, in the mortal Bite 
of the fiery Serpent, we might look to the 
Saviour who was tfted up to the Croſs, and 
there behold and receive our Cure. As we 
are then, at the dying Requeſt of our dear 
Lord and Saviour, to take and receive the 
Elements of Bread and Wine in the holy 
Sacrament in Commemoration of, and as 
Pledges to aſſure us of our Salvation through 


him; fol think it incumbent on us, nor 


do | know a better Method to fill our Souls 
with Love, and to prepare us for a worthy 


F Reception of the holy Communion, than to 


bring our Saviour to our Remembrance, 1n 
all thoſe Circumſtances of his Life and 


Death which are ſo exemplary and leading 
to Piety and Virtue. 


J have often thought that the Chriſtian, in- 
tending to go to the Lord's Table, cannot 
do any thing more proper or preparatory 
to 1t, than to meditate every Day in the 
preceding Week on ſome Part of our Lord's 
molt holy Life, and take the Leſſon of Imita- 
tion which we may receive from it, till we 
fome to that Remembrance of him in thoſe 


a 23: laſt 


366 An Introductory Diſcourſe on the 
laſs Sufferings, which are ſacramentally pre. 
ſented to us at that holy Table. | 1 
From this Manner of ſpending the Week f d 
before the Sacrament, it is natural to hope, 
that the Chritian Communicant will examine 
into the Likeneſs of his own Actions, to thoſe P 


= of the exact Pattern before him; and, in or h 
_ dr to receive the Benefits of his redeenig . 2 
= Grace, and to be cleanſed from all the Unrigh- 0 
| teouſneſs (which will appear in fuch a Scl. : 

| | 


examination) that he will comply with St, WR © 
Fehn's Method, which is to confeſs his Sins; WT 5 
thence he will naturally proceed to that Re. 


if 4 pentance, without which our Church deſires a 
44 us not to come to that holy Tahle; and, laſt- 5 
= ly, from the engaging Life of his bleſſed : 
1 Jord, thus brought in View before him, that 

al he will be charmed into a Reſolution to for. p 
1.1 lake thoſe Things, which are inconſonant f 
. 1 with the Life and Doctrines of Chriſt, ſe i 
N memorized and brought to his Thoughts and " 
4 Reflections. . q 
#1 Let us therefore, from our Lord's Com- 8 
K+ mand, to do this in Remembrance of him, tut 6 
931 is, to take and eat the Bread, and drink of Il tl 
#1 Cup, in Memory of his Death until he cometh « 
a agein, not forget thoſe Things, whereot (bc- \ 
— before his Hour of Suffering came) he made F 
14 | himſelf an Example, that wwe ſhould follbw f 
| {| is Steps. Let us think how grateful it wil q 
"lf be to remember and adore him, for all the i 
We Graces and Virtues, which, in the Goſpel 

| | Narrative, render him ſo illuſtrious, = 
ow 


Remembrance of CHRIST. 367 
It is unhappily viſible in the World, that 
there is but little of that Remembrance of Chriſt, 
to which I would willingly exhort Chriſtians ; 
there are few but remember there was ſuch a 
Perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth, and ſome (I 
hope many) acknowledge and believe in him 
as the Saviour of the World, and that he died 
for that Purpoſe : But, as without Holineſs no 
Man will ſee the Lord; fo he may be juſtly 
ſaid to live alſo for the gracious Purpoſe of 
making us holy, that, in all Temptations to 
Sin, or in any Ignorance of, or Difficulty 
to perform the Duties required of us, we 
may look up to Feſus, the Author and Tinijbes 
of our Faith, and tee in his Lite a Model of 
Behaviour. | 
To illuſtrate this a little further, let us con- 
ſider the Import of the Word remember, ani 
eſpecially what we are to underſtand by it in 
the IToly Scriptures. The memorative Facu!;y 
has been called by Philoſophers the Guaz- 
dan and Regiſter of Things apprehended by 
denſe, and the Store-houte and Treaſury of 
Science. It is the Part of Wiſdom to give to 
the Cuſtody of this uſeful Faculty the Things 
wortizy and proper to be retained, as prudent 
Men in temporal Callings commit Things to 
Writing, the Uſe whereot is to bring then 
out and produce them when Neceſlity re- 
quires it, and which is commonly called Re- 
mmſcentia, or vulgarly Memorandum. 
For this Faculty of Memory, amongſt the 
reſt, we ſtand greatly indebted to the God of 
| R 4 Natur e, 


3068 An Introductory Diſcourſe en the 
Nature, and, when properly employed, is | 
extremely beneficial. By this Faculty great 
Actions are preſerved in the Mind, as R.- + 
cerds are kept in certain Courts, and by 
which many paſt Things have been brought 
to light, moſt uſeful and ſatisfactory to Soci- Þ 
«ty, From this Definition of the Faculty ! 1 
draw this Concluſion, that we cannot act 
n.ore wiſely, than, by committing to ou I 
Memory the great Things done for us by our. 
tified Redeemer; and when we gratctully , 
Slority him, in ſome publick Notice, or Con- 
n eroration thereof, imitate, as far as we are 
ble, the Actions of our Lord, ſo committed 
to Memory, and let ſome uſeful Effect be 
Froduced trom it, then we may be ſaid pro- 
erly and gratefully to remember him. 

To remember the Poor is not barely to 
know that they are poor, but upon Recol- 
jection of their Misfortunes to help and aſſiſt WW 
them. And again, to remember a Perſon in 
our Will, is not barely to mention his Name We 
in it, and ſhew that our Memory has retam- 
ed him; bat to remember, is to leave him 
ſome Legacy or Part of our Poſſeſſions, is 
to make ſome hoaourable Mention of him, 
znd give him ſome Token of our Eſteem. 

Leet us conſider the Ule and Interpretation 
of the Word Remember in Holy Scripture 
and, firit, when applied to God, it ſignifies 
his creating Grace, his providential Care and 

Preſervation of his People, as in the Caſe of 
Noab, Abraham, &c. In this Senſe it is 75 
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Remembrance of CuRIsT. 369 
God remembered NO AH; and again, that 
God remembred ABR AHAM. When the 
Word is applied to Man, it ſignifies calling to 
mind, or keeping in Remembrance ſome 
remarkable Action or Quality, ſo as at a 
proper Time to make ſome Uſe or Advan- 
tage of it to ourſelves, or the Object : Thus 


when our Bleſſed Saviour orders us to- * re- 


member Lot's Wife, it was not barely that 
ſuch an one had Exiſtence, but to remem- 
ber and improve from her Behaviour and 
Puniſhment. Again, to remember ſignifies 
to reflect and meditate upon the Power and 
Goodnels of the Perſon memoriz'd, in 
which Senſe the Pſalmiſt makes uſe of the 
Word with Regard to God, Have JI not re- 
membered thee on my Bed, and thought on thee 
when I was waking 2 In another Pſalm it is 
uſed to ſignify a Truſt and Confidence in 


God; Some truſt in Chariots and ſome in Horſes, 


but we will remember the Name of the Lord 
our God. 

When our Saviour in the Goſpel ſaw a 
Want of a Faith in his Diſciples, when they 
reaſoned among themſelves becauſe they had 
brought no Bread; Do you not, ſays he, un- 
derſtand, neither REMEMBER the five Loaves 
of the five Thouſand, and how many Baſkets ye 
2% up? that is, not barely remembering the 
Action itſelf, that five Thouſand were fed, 
Sc. but the wonderful Power and Goodneſs 

R 5 exerted 


Luke xvii. 32. 


370 An Introductory Diſcourſe on the 


Exerted in that Miracle, which was ſufficient tg 
give them a proper Faith, Hope, and Conf- 
dence. The Mord is uſed again to lignily 1 
_ thankful Celebration of any remarkable Ac- 
tion and Eſteem of the Perſon remembered, 
Remember his marvellous Works Hat he hath 
done, bis Wonders and the Fudgments of his 
Mouth: The Preacher ſays, A poor Man by 
his Wiſdom delivered the City, and no on 

REMEMBERED 7he poor Man, that is, eſteem- 
ed and valued him according to the Merit of 
the Action. 

In theſe Senfes and Acceptations of the 
| Word, the great Saviour of Mankind, and 
Lord of the Sacrament, is to be remembered 
by us. And though the holy Commuion was 
inſtituted for the continual Remembrance ot 
the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, and ot 
the Benefits which we receive thereby; 
though at the Altar his Bruiſes for our Offences, 
his Wounds for our Tranſgreſſions and the Cha/- 
tiſement of our Peace which was upon him, bis 
broken Body and Blood ſhed for us are to engrols 
our Thoughts and be gratefully remembered, 
and all the Faculties of the Soul exerciſed in 
Contemplation of thoſe Sufferings and S!r1ife, 
ly which we ure healed ; yet it is our Duty 
likewiſe from the Will and Command of our 
Bleſſed Saviour to be remembered by his 
Church, to mediate upon thoſe Circum— 
ſtances, Actions and Virtues of our Reacen- 
er's Life, as well as Death, which made him i. 

bY | luſtrious, 
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luſtrious, and will every humble Follower o 
him everlaſtingly happy. 

This will be properly to remember our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour in the Lord's Sup- 
per; and, as J have obſerved will fit and pre- 
pare us for a worthy Reception of the holy 
Sacrament z it will be ſuch an Employment 
of our Time, till the Day comes of ap- 
proaching to and remembering him at his holy 

Table, as muſt raite our Affections to the 
great Inſtituter of the Sacrament, thus pro- 
perly and juſtly remembered. 

This is the Method which I purſue in the 
" lowing Weekly Preparation, wherein eve— 

Day will preſent to our Thoughts ſome 
Pallage of our bleſſed Lord's Life and Death, 
molt « entertaining to the Chriſtian Soul, and 
will lead us I hope to follow bis Steps, by which 


with a proper Wedding Garment, and when 
our great Change cometh, follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goeth. May then the great 
God give his Bleſſing to theſe Sheets, that they 
may anſwer theEnds ] propole, and that from 

a worthy Participation of thele ſacred Myſte- 
ries, we may drink of the Fruit of the Vine 
@ new with cur Lord in his heavenly Kingdom. 


we ſhall always appear at this heavenly Feaſt 


* 


On the Nature 


372 


A SyorT Accouxr of the conſecrated 
Elements of Bread and Wine, and in 
What Senſe they are received by faithful 

Communicants zz the Lord's Supper. 


_ Take, | Eat, This is my Body. — For this is my 
Blood of the New Teſtament. 
: Matt, xxv1. 28. 


I is of the greateſt Importance to acquaint 


Sacrament, that we may not on the one hand 
run into the dangerous and erroneous Doc- 
trine of Tranſubſtantiation, nor on the other have 
too low and unworthy Conceptions of this holy 
C rdinance, as if thoſe ſacred Elements were 
only empty Figures and Shews of Things, which, 
=_ to taithtul Chriſtians and Communicants, are 
Sz of the Goſpel-Covenant, and confirm 
and convey to them the ſpiritual Benefit of 
what they ſignity and repreſent. 

I ſhall not enter at large into this Subject, 
upon which ſo many learned Divines have 
employed their Thoughts and their Studies, 
and to whoſe Writings I refer you; but ſhall 
only touch a little on the Senle wherein our 
Church receives theſe holy Myſteries ; that 
thoſe who are unlearned, or have not Leiſure 
and Opportunity to read over thoſe Books, 
may, trom this little Sacramental Office, be 
ready to give 4 Reaſon of the Hope that - in 

tem, 


ourſelves with the Nature of the /eſed 
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| them, and have no perplexing Thoughts, 
| Doubts, and Scruples concerning he - Holy 
Communion. =, 
* Ourbleſſed Saviour gave the Elements to 
his Diſciples at his laſt Supper in theſe Words, 
© Take, eat, this is my Body, and of the Cup, 
bis is my Blood, Sc. upon which this ſtrange, 
abſurd and irrational Doctrine has been ad- 
vanced by the Roman Catholicks, that the 
Bread and Vine conſecrated by the Prieſt, 
ſuffer a Change of their own Nature and 
FW Subſtance, and are turned into the real Suò- 
ſtance of Chriſt's Body and Blood. 
I!he great Archbiſhop Tillotſon thus ſpeaks 
of this falſe and erroneous Doctrine, That 
eit is againſt the plain Meaning of Scripture, 
& and all the Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind; 
Z © that it is a moſt ſelf- evident Falſhood, and 
there is no Doctrine or Propoſition in the 
World that is of itſelf more evidently true, 
than Tranſubſtantiation is evidently falſe“'. 
Our Saviour in the Words, This is my Body, 
8 Tc. ſpeaks in a Manner very uſual amongſt 
the Hebrews, and familiar to the Jes. If in 
che Inſtitution of this Sacrament, the Diſciples 
bad underſtood our bleſſed Lord according to 
che Letter, that, by the Bread and ine ſo bleſſed 
and given them by their Maſter, he had meant 
his natural and very Body and Blood which 
chey ſaw entire, neither broken nor ſhed, they 
would have run into their uſual Reaſonings 
aud Diſputings amongſt themſelves, or at 
laaſt have deſired our Lord, as it was cuſto- 
| mary 
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mary for them, in any Thing above their 
Conception, to explain thoſe Words to them: 
But they were well acquainted with ſuch Man- 
ner of Speaking, and knew, that in thoſe El. 
ments their bleſſed Lord gave them the lively 
and expreſſive Signs and Symbols of his Bach 
and Blood, to be Trortly broken and ſhed for 
them at his approaching Crucifixion, 

The Hebrews, in a Defect of Words, 
having no Term to expreſs the Word ſgniß, 
in many Places of Scripture, give the Nan: 
of the Thing fignified to the Sign, To- 
ken, or Symbol thereof ; which is ſufficient 
to ſhew, that ſuch a Phraſe of Speech, az 
This is my Body, was plainly underſtood by 
them, that the Bread was the Sign of the 
ſhortly to be crucified Body of Chriſt. 

In the Book of Gengſis, Foſeph, in the In- 
terpretation of Pharoah's Dream, ſays, Ti! 
three Branches Ax E three Days; that is, they 
 fignify three Days; and in the next Chapter, 
the three Baſkets are three Days: Again, 
the ſeven Ears of Corn ARE ſeven Years. In 
one of the Prophets, it is ſaid, that zheſe dry 
Bones ARE the whole Houſe of J/-ae! ; and 
again, Thou, O King, ART this Head 0 
Gold. And to prove farther, that this Man- 
ner of ſpeaking continued to the Age 
Time, wherein it is uſed in the Inſtitution 
of the Holy Sacrament, St. Paul faith, Ibis 
Agar is Mount Sinai; and in another Place, 
The four Beaſts ARE four Kings, and the le. 


ven Heads ARE ſcven Mountains. a 
e ; Agally 
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Again, it was cuſtomary, as to Ordinan- 


ces, to ſpeak in this Manner; Circumcifion is 


called, The Covenant, that is, the Sign or 
Symbol of the Covenant; and again, the Seal 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. The Lamb is 
called the Paſſover z and again, the Rock was 
Chriſt. In all which Expreſſions of Scripture, 
the Names were given tothe Signs or Tokens 
of the Things /ignified. And thus, when the 
Bleſſed Jeſus gave to his Diſciples the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine as his Body and his 
Blood, the Names of the Body and Blood $16 - 
NIFIED by, were given to thoſe Elements, 
and the ſymbolical Nature whereof did not, 
nor was intended to deſtroy the ſubſtantial 
and natural Being of the Elements. 

The Uſe, the Office, the Relation of theſe 
ſacramental Myſteries are high, admirable, 
and glorious ; but there is no Change, no Al- 
teration in the Nature and Being of the le- 


| ments themſelves; the Rock, which is ſaid 


to be Chriſt, was a Rock ſtill. 
Permit me to uſe a familiar Similitude or 
two, which may ſerve to confute this Poprſh 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and at the 
lame time convey to us an Idea of the Dig- 
nity ot the Sacrament ; the Seal and Parch- 
ments, which convey to us great ſtates, are in 
themſelves moſt valuable, are careſully preſerved, 
called our Title Deeds, are the Inſtruments 
whereby we cbtain and receive the Rents and 


Profits ;, but the Change of the Things which 


herent 


compoſe thoſe Conveyances is relative, not in- 
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herent, they are only in their own Nature 
Wax and Parchment. In like Manner, when a 
Note is made current and indiſputable, the 
Name of what it /fgnifies is given to it, it is 
taken as Money, the Poſſeſſion is called the 
Poſſeſſion or Property of ſo much Money, it is 
a Satisfaction for a Debt, and clears the Ac- 
count as Money, and yet in its own Nature is 
Paper, and no Gold nor Silver is contained 
in it, the Nature or Subſtance is not changed, 
and it is the Uſe and relative Qualsty of it 
which makes it ſo valuable. 

To believe the Doctrine of Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, we muſt not only be ignorant of the 
Word of God, but even renounce our very 
Reaſon and Senſes. Muſt it not be Igno- 
rance and Stupidity to think and believe, that 
the Element of Bread is a natural and human 

Body, which we feel and taſte to be Bread? 
This is the Doctrine of the Romiſb Church, 
and for refuſing to ſubſcribe to it many glori- 
ous Worthies and faithful Friends and Fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jefus were condemned to 


the Stake, when Popery,auinhappily prevailed | 


in theſe Kingdoms. 


But, in the Uſage and Reception of the 


Sacred Elements, our pure, reformed, and iru- 
ly Apoſtolic Church avoids all dangerous of 
blaſphemous Errors. In the Notion and 
Performance of this ſolemn Duty /e keeps 
Clear of the two Extreams; fe avoids their 
Fault and ſpiritual Blindneſs, who drant of 


the Rock in the Wilderneſs, and eat the 
Manna 
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Manna from Heaven, without being raiſed 
to any higher than a natural Conception of 
thoſe Things, viz. than of Mater to quench 
the Thirſt, and in the Manna Food to nou- 
riſh the mortal Body; who ſaw not, nor re- 
fflected on the wonderful Hand of Providence, 
and the Divine Mercy in ſmiting the Rock, 
and raining down the Manna; who had no 
Notion of the myſtical Senſe and Interpretati- 
on of theſe Things, nor of their being any 
Tvpes or Figures of the Saviour of Mankind, 
nitten for our Offences; nor in the Bread 
from Heaven of that Food and Nouriſhment 
ot the Soul, which thoſe Things prefgured 
and ?ypified, - 

Some have expreſſed themſelves, upon the 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, in 
very irreverential and low, if not in a de- 
grading Manner, as if there was nothing, or 
very little more in the Holy Communion 
than a Meeting to commemorate the Perſon 
and, on the other hand, we do not receive the 
Elements like the Romaniſts, who in the groſs 
Apprehenſion of the Multitude from Caper- 
aum in the Goſpel, irrationally conceive the 
natural and human Body of Chriſt to be 
meant by him; that, in the Conſecration or 
Blaſing of the Bread and Wine, they be- 
come altered and changed, from their own 
Nature and Subſtance, into the very natural 

ody ; and that our Saviour, according to 
the Letter, gave them and that now every 
Prieſt, after his Conſecration of the Elements, 
gives 
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gives us his Fleſh to eat; for which Purpoft 
they give the literal Senſe only to theſe Texts 
of Scripture, This is my Body, and of the 
Cup, This is my Blood, and again, My Fleſh 
is Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed 
Which Words our Bleſſed Lord explains 
himſelf to the miſtaken Capernaites, why 
thought of his natural Fleſh to be given them, 
the Fleſb profits nothing, the Words that | 
ſpeak they are Spirit, and they are Life. 
Let us therefore ſee in what Senle we re- 
ceive theſe holy Myſteries, and the Benefits 
of ſuch Reception to worthy Communicants, 
It has pleaſed the great and merciful Re- 


deemer of the World, out of Things of no 


great Value in themſelves, to produce the 
greateſt Benefit and Advantage to us. Re- 
pentance, that Chriſtian Grace, that Remedy 
of our ſpiritual Maladies is in its own Nature 
in a literal Senſe and Conception, low and 
ſhameful. What meaner Figure of Man can 
we preſent to our View, than one affiifting bis 
Spirit, weeping and lamenting, and tor the 
moſt ſhametul Cauſe, <iz. that of Sin againli 
God; but the Conſequences of this low and 
abject State of Mind are great and glorious 3 
and though a Teſtimony of our Batcneſs and 
Iniquity in the A will, in the Conſequence, 
be our greateſt Honour and Felicity. 
The Sacrament,. according to its literal Sig- 
nification, is an Oath,,whereby, inliſted under 
the Banner of Chriſt, we ſolemnly oblige our- 
 {clves to perform our Part of his gracious -4 
Tenant, 
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venant, in which every contracting Party has 
his Office. Chriſt died for, and we are to 
die unto Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs. Now 
an Oath on our Parts is in itſelf a Teſtimony 
and ſhameful Symptom of human Infirmity, 


and yet as binding to the Mind and Conſct- 


ence, as perſuaſive and compulſive to the 
Thing it obliges, a faithful Regard to Chriſt, 
and fighting manfully under his Banner, will 
procure us the Prize of everlaſting Salvation. 
See then how the Chriſtian Religion heal- 
eth our Evils, by Means in themſelves ſmall 
and feeble, in which it accords itſelf to our 
Weakneſs. To this Purpoſe St. Paul ſpeaks, 
God hath choſen the fooliſh Things of this World 
to confound the Wiſe, and God hath choſen the 
weak Things of the World to confound the Things 
which are mighty, that no Fleſh ſhculd glory 
in his Preſence, : | 

As they are uſed and employed, Things leers 
ingly /ittle and ineſtimable are of the higheſt 
Worth and Value: A little Plant of tke 


& Earth Jow and trod on, as medicinal and ſerv- 


ing to heal a Diſtemper, is of more Value 
than the beautiful and finely arrayed Lilly ; a 
bealing Drop in an earthen Veſſel is prefera- 
ble to a large, intoxicating, and ſickening 


N Draught of Wine in a golden Goblet. 


The bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, who was very 


| God of very God, and will come again from 


Heaven in the Glory and Majeſty of his Fa- 


| ther, with all his celeſtial Grandeur and Re- 


tinue, Zook on him the little and weak State 
at. 
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of Childhood, made himfelf ſmall and of in 
Repetutation ; and, yet in that Man of Sorr:;; 
and acquainted with Grief, through him who 
was pleaſed to appear as the Son of a Carper- 
ter, we have the glorious Adoption of Sons, 
and are Heirs of eternal Glory ; in like Man- 
ner, though the Elements of Bread and Wine 


are not great and valuable in themſelves, 


nor change their own litile Nature and Sul. 
ftance, yet the ſmall Quantities of each, take 
in the Holy Euchariſt, become ſtrengthening 
Food and Refreſhment to our Souls, and 
ſpiritually and efficacioufly convey to us the 
Benefits of what they ſymbolically preſent to 
us at the holy Table, the Body and Blood i 
Chriſt, which, like the Corn before it is made 
Bread, and the Grape before it is made Wine, 
was broken, bruiſed, and poured ont for ou 
Offences, 
- In a moſt rational Manner we receive the 
greateſt Comforts and Benefits in the ſacred 
Myſteries, the Figure is ſmall, but the Thing 
Jignified is rich and heavenly ; the Seal is little, 
but the Inheritance, the Hſtate conveyed to 
us by it, is great and glorious. 

Though the Altar of the Romaniſts may be 
more ſhewiſh, though their Tree has molt 
Leaves we have moſt Fruit *. They deſtroy 


the glorious Analogy, the very Meaning of 


a Sacrament, by their erroneous and alſurd 


Ds rine, whereas we revere the Thing 42 
| niit. 


* Fine's on the Sacrament, 
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„ed. The Elements of Bread and Wine, 


becoming a Sacrament by the decent Rite 


and Conſecration of our Church, are as Pledges, 
Seals, and inſtrumental Means of Exhibitions, 
ſolemnly conveying, though ſacramentally 
and ſymbolically to the Faith of a believing 
and humble Communicant, the Communion 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood, the Benefit of 
his Death and Paſſion, the Remiſſion and 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins; in like Manner as a 
Pledge confirms the Contract, and the Seal 
paſſeth an Eſtaate. | 


Thus, if we come to the Lord's Table, and 


receive by Faith the holy Sacrament, we are 
ipiritual Partakers of Chriſt, our Souls are 
ſtrengthened and retreſhed by his Body and 


Blood, as our Bodies are by Bread and Wine. 


And in this Senſe the Apoſtle tells us, that 
the Cup of Bleſſing, which wwe bleſs, is it not the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? The Bread 


which <ve break, is it not the Communion of the 


Bedy of Chriſt ? 

This is a Signification, or Ule of the bleſſed 
Sacrament, molt high and comfortable; and 
what a Favour and Condeſcenſion is it in God, 
what an Honour and Dignity is Duſt and 
Aſhes graced with, to fit at a Table of the 
Lord's own ſpreading ! to come to it by his 
own Command; to remember there the great- 
eſt and moſt kind Thing that could be done 
tor us, the redeeming of our Souls by Chriſt's 
Body and Blood, to receivethe bleſſed Pledges 
and Aſſurances thereof; to be, by Faith in 

Fellow- 
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ſpiritually to eat that Fleſh which is Meat in. 


deed, and that Blood which is Drink indeed. 
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with our dear Redeemer, and 


36 
Fellowſhip 


In the holy Sacrament we receive Chriſt in 
our Hearts by Faith, we receive the Confir- 
mation of the divine and gracious Covenant 
of Mercy, that God will be our God, and 
that in Chriſt Jeſus he will forgive us all our 
Sins, if we repent and turn to him; hereby we 
receive, in a Word, the unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt, Whatſoever, ſays a great Divine, 
Man may expect tor bodily Strength, Sup- 


port or Reparation from Bread and Wine, 


the like he may expect from Chriſt for his 
Soul in this facred Ordinance ; that our ſpi- 
ritual Life will be maintained, our Graces 
quickened, our Faintneſs and Deadnels en- 
livened ; that we ſhall be enabled to keep 
our holy Reſolutions, that our Faith will be 
ſtrengthened, and our ſinful Luſts and Pal- 
ſions ſubdued. | | 

Theſe are the Benefits of being ſpiritually 
united with Chriſt in a faithful and worthy 
Reception of the Lord's Supper. 

The Bread 1s broken for us in the bleſſed 
Sacrament, and the Wine poured out that we 
may by Faith look upom him that was pierced, 


that it may give us broken Hearts for Sin, 


Floods of Tears for what cauſed the Ser. 


ings of Chrilt there repreſented. It is to rail 
our Aﬀections to our dear Lord and Saviour, 
and to let the Symbols of a dying Redeemer 


work upon and melt our Hearts of m_ 
0 


rn 
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| Let us not then be hidden, and refufe to come; 
let not ſuch a Feaſt be prepared, and we turn 
our Backs upon it; let us not ſlight the graci- 
Z ous Invitation, becauſe we will not be at the 
2 Trouble of providing ourſelves with a Wed- 
| ding Garment. As we profeſs ourſelves Chriſ- 
tians, and Members of Chriſt's Church, and 
keep its other Ordinances, let us think what a 
Scandal and Diſgrace we bring upon ourſelves, 
what a Badge of our own Infamy we fix upon 
* ourſelves, by declaring to a whole Congrega- 
tion, when we go out of the Church and turn 
our Backs upon the Altar, that we are really 
bad Men, and are not fit or would not pre- 
# pare ourſelves for this holy Ordinance. . 
May the God of all Grace and Mercy give 
© every one of my Readers a better Mind, and 
may they, in a proper Manner, with a ſtrong 
and lively Faith, fincere and unfeigned Repen- 
lance, holy Purpoſe of Amendment, and in 
perfect Love and Charity with their Neigh- 
bours, come to the holy Communion. And, 
as the dying Requeſt of an earthly Friend is 
allecting and moving to a Compliance with 
n, may they conſtantly approach the Lord's 
$ Table, and, in the Senſe I have mentioned, 
receive thoſe holy Myſteries in Remem- 
brance of Chriſt, who, at the Inſtitution of 
9 this holy Feaſt, was going to die and ſuffer 
for our Salvation. 
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Preparatory and devout Meditations gy; 
Evening, after 


Prayers for Sunday 
Notice in the Church, of the Bleſſed $4. 
. crament of the Lord's Supper, 76 be al. 


miniſtered the next Lord's Day, 


H ſhall I, Worm of the Earth, com- 


ply with thy gracious Invitation to this 
holy Feaſt, who am encompaſſed with ſo mi. 


ny Frailties, and ſo unprovided with a Wed. 


ding Garment, to appear properly at thy Tx 
ble, O bleſſed Lord * one ral. : 
Lord! what am I, that thou ſhouldſt ſhey 
ſuch Mercy unto me, as to give me the Knoy- 
ledge of thy redeeming Grace, and to favour 


me with thy ſpiritual Gifts, whilſt fo man 


are unenlightened, and in their natural Igno- 
rance and Darkneſs of thy Word and their 
Salvation: O! let me adore thy free Grace, 


and thine infinite Love and Compaſſion to 
me a Sinner. 


I might have been born of Fewwifh, Mabr- 
metan or Barbarian Parentage, like them de. 
prived of the ſaving Health of thy Goſpe, 
and been in their ſpiritual Poverty and mit- 
rable Condition; what Tranſports of Joy aril 


from this Reflection on thy divine Grace wiv 
haſt revealed to me thy ſacred Myſteries, and 


given me thy holy Spirit to lead me into all 
Truth, and at laſt to bring me to thy eternal 
Glory. | 1 


It 


* 
F- 
F 
1 
1 


If to be releaſed from a worldly Priſon, to 


be healed in agonizing Pains and Tortures, 


or to be lifted up from a deep Precipice, 
muſt be allowed great Favours, and to be 
juſt Subjects of Praiſe and Gratitude to earth- 
ly Friends and Benefactors; what Thanks, 
what Acknowledgments are due-to thee, O 
Bleſſed Lord! tor thy merciful Redemption, 
whereby Jam ranſomed from the Priſon of the 
Grave, and raiſed from the Precipice of eter- 
nal Death and Deſtruction. I have no 


Words, O Lord, to exprels thy Goodnels, 


accept of what Acknowledgments I am 
able to make for this inexpreſſible Act of di- 
vine Mercy, the Effects whereof reach to 
Eternity, to Glory and Immortality. 

Fortify me, O Lord, in this Faith, and 
enable me to furmount all Doubts and Diſ- 
truſts, into which the Devil, the World, and 


my on corrupt Nature, may endeavour to 


tempt and ſeduce me. 

To the J/itneſs of thy Word, and of the 
Hirit, God hath been pleaſed to add the Holy 
Sacrament, which, if I may fo expreſs my- 
elf, is a vi/ible Mord ſpeaking to our Sen- 


tes in moving and affecting Signs and Tokens 


of our Redemption by the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt bregen and ſbed for us, and which, 
with all the Benefits thereof are efficacioully 
recerved in our Hearts by Faith. 

This hely Table is not prepared for thoſe 
who truſt in their on Righteouſneſs, and ex- 
pect Salvation from their own Merits, or from 
8 5 tu 
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| 386 On the Nature 
|; the Merits of any one but the Son of God 
- Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord: It is for Sinner; 
who repent and believe in him; who, he. 
ing ſenſible of their Errors and Imperfecti. 
ons, and, condemned by divine Juſtice, tel 
tor Juſtification by the Satisfaction of Chriſt 
Sacrifice for Sin, and fly to the Mercy of 
God, to the Grace which he doth pref | 
and offer to us, in that immaculate Lamb, 
who was ſacrificed for us. | 
To approach therefore the holy Table of 
the Lord with the Preparation and Diſpoſ- 
tion of Heart required of worthy Communi- 
cants, is to come with a ſinecre Repentance 
of all our Sins, and a ſtrong and lively Faith 
in the Promiſes conveyed to us in that Si 
crament. It is to come with a juſt Concern for, 
and Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, which occaſionel 
the bitter Sufferings zhere repreſented ; wit 
an ardent Defire and Reſolution to correct 
ur Miſtakes and Frailties, and to amend out 
Lives; to give ourſelves to good Works, 
and to a Practice of the Virtues and Graces 
which adorned the Life of our bleſſed e. 
deemer, and ſhould be remembred by us, and 
be before our Eyes, as we are preparing our 
ſelves for his holy Table. How wortly 4 
Gueſt will he be, who puts on the Lord Jt 
ſus Chriſt, in putting on thoſe Habits whit 
made him, and will every Imitator of ol 

Lord, glorious and praiſe-worthy | _ 
Partaking of theſe bigh and divine Mie 
ries would lay an Obligation upon us, * 

a 
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a holy and heavenly Life; not walking after 


Fleſb, but after the Spirit; not in Senſuality, 
but in Piety: The more merciful God is, the 
more Neceſſity there is for our Obedience, 
that we ſhould dedicate ourſelves to his Ser- 
vice, and conform to his holy Will and Plea- 
ſure, deſpiſing the Pomps and Vanities of this 
World, and not placing our Affections upon 
its uncertain and momentary Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments. How ſhould we endeavour to 


glority God in all the Actions of our Lives, 


the Thoughts of our Hearts, and in the 


Words of our Mouths ! 


O! that it may pleale thee, in thy Good- 
neſs, O Lord, to give me theſe Qualities and 


theſe Reſolutions; to give me an humble 


Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind, and a per- 
tect Charity with all Mankind; that, having 
waſned my Hands in Innocency, I may come 19 
thy Altar, take the Cup of Salvation, and re- 
ceive all the Benefits and Satisfaction of the 
Holy Communion. 


A Prayer for Divine Grace to prepare for @ 
worthy Reception of the J. ord's Supper. 


BresseD Lord! by whom all the Hræry 
| and Zeavy-laden are called and invited 
to Reſt and Refreſhment, and who haſt pre- 
pared a Feaſt and Nouriſhment for the Soul 
in the bleſſed Sacrament of thy Body and 


S72 Blood; 
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Blood]; aſſiſt me with thy heavenly Grace io 


Prepare myſelf for it, that I may not incyr 
the Penalty and Judgment annexed to an un- 
worthy Reception of theſe ſacred Myſteries, 
Give me, O Lord, that godly Sorrow for 
Sin, which will work a Repentance not to be 
repented of : Melt my flinty Heart, and bring 
me into the Paths of Righteouinels for thy 
Name's Sake: O Saviour of the World, who 
in the ſweet Voice of thy Church, haſt 4:44; 
me to thy Supper, and prepared the moſt ex- 
cellent Repaſt, grant that I may neither re- 
fuſe thy gracious Invitation, nor preſume to 
approach thy holy Altar without due Care 
and Preparation. To which End, purify my 
Heart by Faith, open my Mouth to ſhew 


forth thy Praiſe, and give me thy divine Af 


ſiſtance to become a new Creature. 
Let thy Vartue heal my ſpiritual Infirmi- 
ties, thy Strength ſubdue my Weakneſs, and 


the Influence of thy Holy Spirit prevail over | 


the Stubbornneſs of my Fleſh, that, with Hu- 
mility and holy Reverence, I may partake of 
thy divine Banquet; and, O Lord, as thou 
haſt given to the Element of Bread a Virtue 
proper to the Support of our mortal Bodits 
to {ſtrengthen and to nouriſh them; and allo 
to that of Y/ine, the Virtue to refreſh and 
comfort them in their Labours, and Fe 


tigues; fo let the ſame nouriſhing Virtue | 


proceed from thy Body and Blood, ſacramel, 
tally given to us in thele holy Myſteries and 


Pledges of thy Love. 
1 | Grant, 


„„.: EO ONE IICPNILoo..... 
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Grant, O Lord, that I may be ſo prepared 
to bow myſelf before thee, the moſt high 
Lord and Maſter of this heavenly Feaft, at 
thy holy Table,. that,. in this rehgious Duty 
and Action, performed at thy ſpecial Com- 
mand, thou mayſt communicate thyſelf, thy 
ſaving Grace to- my Soul; and that I may. 
communicate and give up my Soul to thee ; 
that, in this bleſſed Sacrament, we may have 
mutual Communion. one with another. Grant, 
O Lord, that, in the Words of thy holy A- 
poſtle, the Cup of Bleſſing, which thy Miniſter 
thall les, may be the Communion of thy 
cleanſing Blood; and the Bread, which he 
breaks, may be the Communion: of thy Body 
with all its ſaving and {ſtrengthening Influ- 
ences z that, in this auguſt and ſolemn Office 
of thy holy Church, I may receive the Sea/ 
of. Righteouſneſs which is, by Faith, the 
tree Pardon and Forgiveneſs of all my Sins, 
the Benefits, Helps, and Comforts of thy 
Grace in this World, and in the World to 
come, the glorious and unſpeakable Joys and 
Delights of thy heavenly Kingdom ; and this 
| beg, through thy Satisfaction and Merits, 
() blefſed Jeſus, to whom, with the Father 
and Divinc Spirit, be all Honour and Praiſe, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 
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390 Meditations and Prayers 


MrprrATIONS for Monday Morning. 
On the Dignity of cur Sa viouk's Perſon. 


F OxSIDER, O my Soul, by 2m thou art 

commanded to eat the Chriſtian Paſſo- 
ver, think upon the great and high Perſo— 
rage, thou art to remember at that holy Ta- 
ble. Though for our Sakes Ye acquainted 
bim ſelf with Grief, and was a Man of Sorrows, 
like as we are, yet the Godhead was allo eſſen- 
t al to him, and it is the Lord's Supper to which 
thou art invited, It is the Altar of the very 
Ged of very God, before which thou art to 


proſtrate thyſelf. 


Net only the ſweet and beneficial Qualities 
of the Law itſelf, but the Authority of the 
divine Law-giver are the Chriſtian's enga- 
ging Motive to this holy Table. The adora- 
ble Lord of the Sacrament is the Perſon de- 
{cribed by the royal Prophet, * who is fairer 
than the Children of Men, whole Lips are full 
F Grace, becauie God hath bleſſed him fer 


er. 


Wherewithal ſhall I bow myſelf before the 
moſt high God? And how ſhall I, lo great à 


Sinner, appear before the King of Kings! 


The Scepter of wheſe Kingdom is a right Scep- 
ter, who bath loved Righteouſneſs, and hone 


V 
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Tniquity, for which God hath anointed him with 
the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows, 
But as the Glory of the Lord fills the Al- 
tar, fo do his Vounds for Sin encourage us to 
approach it. Though all his Garments ſmell 
of Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia out of the Ivory 
Palaces, whereby they have made him glad; yet 
upon his Veſture did the rude Soldiers caſt Lots 
at his Crucifixion, and he is my Redeemer 
ſtill, who cometh from Edom, with died 
Garments from Bo/rg. He is the ſure Hope 
and certain Expectation of the Faithful, and 
though he is the Werd which in the Begin- 
ning was with God, and was God, above all 
Principalities and Powers, yet he is alſo our 
Advocate, andthe Propitiation for our Sins. 
With Joy and Tranſport we remember his 
Sufferings in the holy Communion, and that 
we may alſo receive it with humble Awe and 
Reverence, the Dignity of our Savicar's Per- 


ſen, and his divine and infinite Majeſty ſhould 


be conſidered by us. 

To be our Saviour, he muſt be our God; 
there was no Name under Heaven, nor any 
angelic Nature in Heaven, that could me- 
diate or attone for us: It was neceſſary to be 
Mz, to be capable of ſuffering; the Codbead 
likewiſe was requiſite, to give a Weight and 
Plenitude of Merit to thoſe Sufferings. Who 
could ſatisfy for us upon the Footing of 
ſtrict Juſtice, but one without Sin or Imper- 
tection? Who, but the Brightneſs of God's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 

S 4 could 
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could plead prevailingly for us? It was not the 
Innocence alone of that immaculate Lomb, 
but his abſolute Power and Author ity, his Pro- 
priety in us, and Right to do what be would 
«<oith his own, which qualified him for the 
great Work of our Redemption. 

Remiſſion of Sins, through our Lord Je. 
fas Chriſt, was granted in a Manner ſuitable 
to the 7u/} as well as merciful Nature of God; 
and, in the wonderful Contrivance of our 
Redemption, there was a perfect Harmony 
of the divine Attributes; Mercy was exerted, 
and Juſtice not interrupted. 

Ihougzh he was pleaſed to humble himſclf, 
and become obedient to the Death of the 
Croſs, yet it was the Lerd of Glory that was 
crucified z3 and he that was in the Form of 

God, and thought it no Robbery to be equa! 
_ with God, condeſcended to come down from 
ticaven,. and to ſuffer, for us; to which Sut- 
tering his divine Nature gave an infinite Price 
and Efficacy. 

The Title of the only begotten Son of G0 
implies bis divine Nature, and makes Chriſt 
as truly God, as the Son of Man makes him {10y | 
Man. The great Lord of this Sacrament is he 
that made all Things by the Mord of his Power, 
the Ged of Ged,. and Light of Light. The An. 
gels were the Firſt-born of the Creation; but 
tocc ich of the Angels ſaid he at any time, I Hul 
t iy Son, this Day have ] begolten thee® 
Ihe Bleſſed Jeſus therefore, who commands 
us to. do this in Remembrance of him, 1s the 

| eternal 
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eternal Son of God, of no lefs Power than in- 
finite, who was before all Things, was in all 
Things; whom God exa:ted, and to whom 
he gave a Name above every Name, that, at 
the Name of Feſus, every Knee ſhould bow, of 
Things in Heeven, and Things on Earth. _. 
How ſhould our Minds then be exerciſed 
in the Remembrance of Chriſt, as our Lord and 
our God, whilſt the Wounds in his Side, and 
the Prints of his Nails, are ſpiritually and ſa- 
cramentally in our View | without a divine In- 
fitution * there can be no binding Law, nor 
Sacrament ; and that bleſſed Perſon, who 
was meek and lowly in Heart, who affected no 
Titles nor Grandeur, would not have inſtitu- 
ted and commanded thisSacrament, unleſs he 
had had proper Authority and Qualities for- 
that Purpoſe. | 
What Being, but he who was equal in So- 
vereignty and Power, equally. offended by 
the Rebellion, could be capable of attoning 
for it? Where, but on the Croſs of Chriſt, 
who was perfect God, as well as perfect Man, 
could there be an Altar whereon to ſanctify 
a Sacrifice to the Juſtice of Heaven? Or who, 
amongſt all the high Orders of Beings which 


inhabited that glorious Place, could appear 


as Advocate before a conſuming Fire, but the 
Lord of Angels and Men. | 1 
From the Means whereby our Salvation 


was accompliſhed, we may naturally infer 


8 3 | the 


Sola diving Inſtitutio facit Sacramentum. 70NT, 
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394. Meditations and Prayers 
the Nature of the Perſon to uſe thoſe Means. 
St. Paul tells us, that Chriſt beeame the Author 
of eternal Salvation to all that obey him, which 
Obedience or Worſhip, as there expreſſed and 
/ignified, is due to God only; he is preſent 
with all natural Beings by his ſuſtaining Power 
and Providence; God is with his People and 
Saints that love him, and would not have 
inſtituted this folemn Office, without that 
Power which is requiſite to give a Law and 
enforce Obedience. 7 
He was humble beyond every Inſtance of 
Humility, either in ſacred or profane Hiſ- 
tory, and yet he gave certain Proots and 
Marks of his divine Power and Authority 
he does not only exhort us to leveral Duties 
in his Goſpel, but enjoins them in theſe au- 
thoritative Words, Yerily, verily, 4 ſay unto 
GH, 
; In the bleſſed Sacrament, that Seal of our 
Redemption, there is the divine Author, as 
Well as the Matter of the Sacrament memo- 
rized. It is the Teſtator muſt publiſh the 
Will, it is the Granter muſt ſeal the Deeds, 
or the Lands will not paſs, and be properly 
conveyed ; nor does the Seal alone, but the 
Keeper of -the Seals, tranſmit a Pardon to 4 
Criminal; the Sus of Grace are added by 
bini that gives the Grace*. Thus it appears to 
be our Lord's Supper, our Lord's Table; 5 
5 = thus 


* Fjus e Agna gratiæ addere cjus eff gratiam tribucri. 
Sz nopſis de Cana, - | 
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thus ſhould the Dignity of our Lord's Per- 
ſon be remembered by every faithful Commu- 
nicant; that we ay diſcern the Lord's Body, 
and, with Humility and reverential Wor- 
ſhip, with a proper Wedding Garment, attend 
the Supper to which we are graciouſly bidden. 

From that bleſſed and adorable Perſon 
we have this Command, at whoſe Transfigu- 
ration the Heavens ſent out the proclaiming 
Voice of his high Dignity and Divinity, This 
is my beloved Son, hear him! From that Sa- 
viour we have the Inſtitution of this bleſſed 
Sacrament, who, in the Intereſis of God and 
Religion, neither flattered the Great nor the 


Small; but who taught the Ways of God in. 


Truth, regarding neither the Perſon nor 
Qualities of Men. 3 

In this Inſtitution our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks 
as a Maſter who will be obeyed. The Words 
of the Inſtitution are not like thoſe of the 
Prophets, Thus ſaith the Lord! but abſolutely, 
Do this: And, when our Lord and our God 
ſpeaks, may his Servants always hear and 
obey him. | | * | | F313 

When. our bleſſed Lord promiſes eternal 
Life, he promiſes it as, the Diſpenſer and 
Granter thereof, I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
Day; and again, Jam the Reſurrettion and the 
Life: What therefore he enjoins,for our own 
Sakes, he commazds us to perform by his di- 
vine Authority. Glory from the Sacrament 
is gien to him, but all the Benefits and Ad- 
Vantages are to ourſelves. He gives the Sa- 


.* : Crament 


4 
& 


i 
. ki 
5 


— — 33 2 — — — - - 
et Ed Cr Ee A ne aa — 
5 * — 1—„— 


DN 


_ 


——— 


* 4 e - 2 = as = = 8 — 1 
* * ES — = 0 > —— - PLAT n * 
* SO Foo. . PE — 4 = 
1 — 3 2 E DN oa api 
. 7 . PSAS. eBeo. oy IR <LI; 
= 2 8 . 1 ** — 
3 8 * — = A KÄ•— _ Sor - > — <> = \ - > 


— 1 3 * . 7 
au oe 
bg — 
＋ La . ol > 


295 Meditations and Prayers 
crament of his Body and Blood, and oft Bo- 
dies and Souls are preſerved unto eternal 
Life. 
The great God that made us, the holy One 
that redeemed us, who came and conquered 
for us, in the acceptable Voice of his Church, 
calls us to perform this his dying Command: 
It comes from the moſt exalted and dignified 
Perſon, from the Strength of my Heart and my 
Portion for ever; and of his merciful Re- 
demption we are Partakers in this Sacrament. 
Whether we are in Adverſity or Proſperi- 
ty, whether High or Low, Rich or Poor, 
there we may all refort for Comfort and Re- 
freſhment. At the Table of this King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, we may all be ad- 
mitted; for with him there 7s no Reſpef? of 
Perſens. The Sufferings there repreſented 
were endured for all, and none, but thoſe 
who want Faith, Repentance, and Charity, 
will be unacceptable at this Supper of our 
Lord. OE | 
To be unfit for the Sacrament 1s to be un- 
fit for Death. Let it then be my Care to 
meet him worthily at his Table, <wwoom my 
Soul leveth; an Opportunity neglected may 
not again preſent itlelf, and into his awful 
and divine Preſence, before the Face of Men 
and of Angels, I may be immediately ſum- 
moned, whilſt we have Health and Strength, 
whilſt we have Opportunity let us then do 7515 
good unto our Souls, 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer from the foregoing Meditations. - 


Hol and merciful Saviour of the 
World, the only begotten and eternal 
Son of God, who didſt leave the bliſsful Ha- 
pitation in the Boſom of thy Father, and aſ- 
ſame our human Nature, caſting a Veil be- 
fore thy celeſtial Glory, to redeem us from 
everlaſting Death and Miſery, let me not 
forget the Dignity of thy Perſon, in this Act 
of Humility and Condeſcenſion; but, hilft 
| praiſe and magnify thy great Mercy, teach 
me to adore thy divine Nature and Excel- 
lence, who art exalted avove every Name, and 
art the bleſſed Son to whom it is ſaid, - 2 
Throne, O God! is for ever and ever. J 
Thou art graciouſly pleated, O Son of 
Righteouſneſs, to call us, who are under ma- 
ny and various Cleuds of Adverſity, to the 
Altar of thy Glory, where, with Healing in 
thy Wings, the Penitent do ſpiritually, with 
an Eye of Faith, behold, with Simeon, their 
great Salvation. Thou haſt prepared a Table, 
O give us Grace to approach it with due 
Reverence, whole Iniquitics are multiplied, 
and who are not worthy to gather up the 
Crumbs which fall from it. ö 
Grant, O Lord, that, with ſuch an awful 
and affectionate Remembrance of thy re- 
deeming Love, and ſuch a ſtrong and livel 
Faith in thee, I may appear at thy Altar, 
that, by thy Grace, I may be made worthy 
; to 
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to obtain the Virtue and Fruits of this holy 


Communion. 


Be pleaſed, O Lord, to accept of this my 


bounden Duty and Service, that, not weigh- 
ing my Merits, but pardoning my Offences, 
I may be repleniſhed with thy heavenly Grace 
and Benediction, go unto the Altar of my 
King and my God with Joy and Gladneſs, 
and receive all the Benefits of thy meritorious 
Death and Paſſion. All which I beg at thy 
Throne of Grace, who art my only Saviour, 


God from everlaſting, World without End. 


Amen. 


— 


— 
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MpITATIONS for Monday Evening. 


On the Prophetic Office, which our Bl rss ED 


SAVIOUR was Pleaſed to take upon him. 


HAT ſhall we render unto the 

Lord as for the Benefits. of our 
Saviour's Death and Paſſion, ſo allo for the 
Doctrines and kind Offices of his moſt holy 
and uſeful Life? all the Prophecies concerning 
him were fulfilled in the Perſon of this ado- 
rable Meſſiah, who was himſelf the great 
Prephet, who ſhould come into the Woric. 
Under this Character of a Prophet he was cx. 
pected of the Jets, and how mult it 


ſtrengthen our Faith, when we meditate on 


ſuch Expectation fully anſwered by bim, 


when we reſlect on the many eminent Pro- 


phecies 
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phecies of our Lord, and on the excellent 
Doctrines which he gave us in this high 
Office. | 
He foretold the Treachery of Judas, know- 
ing from the Beginning, who it was that ſhould 
betray him; he foretold the Deſtruction of 
| Jeruſalem, and the preſent State and Condi- 
tion of the Jews, who are Aliens in eve 
Nation, and whoſe Houſes are left unto 
| them deſolate. The Prediction of this Di- 
vine and Bleſſed Prophet concerning this Peo- 
ple is verified, every ew, in the Situation 
to which we perceive him reduced, with the 
Scepter departed from him, Sc. bears a 
Mark and Teſtimony of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, of the Meſfiahſhip, and Divinity of. 
our Holy Prophet, which appeared in Jewry. 
Our bleſſed Lord exactly foretold the Man- 
ner of his own: Death. He was often con- 
ſpired againſt, and many Attempts were 
made to put him immediately to death; but 
he predicted all the Circumſtances which 
ſhould attend his Death, and that it ſhould be 
Crucifixion ; that he ſhould be delivered' to; 
te chief Prieſts, and unto the Scribes; and. 
that they ſhould condemn him unto Death,- 
and deliver him to the Gentiles ; and that they 
ſhould mock him and ſcourge him, and 
ſhould ſpit on him, and ſhould kill him, and 
that he ſhould' riſe the third Day, which was 
accordingly verified. LF on 
He prophetically aſſured his Diſciples, that 
his Goſpel ſhould be preached over the 
Eo, whole 
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whole World, and that his Religion fhould 


prevail againſt all Oppoſition. tle foretol 
St. Peter's Denial, and when he thought it 
. O 

impoſſible, and moſt vehemently aſſured our 


Lord of his Sted faſtneſs. 


There was not one Stone left upon another of 


the magnificent Temple of the Jeu, its 


Foundations were deſtroyed, the Ground 
whereon it ſtood was ploughed up, and, net- 
withſtanding the Deſign of the Inhabitants to 
defeat this Prophecy, with every other Pre- 
diction of the bleſſed Jeſus, it came to pals, 
And, whilſt we remember the bleſſed Jeſus in 
this prophetic Office, which he took upon 


him, how ſhould we adore and remember him, 
for the Inſtructions which this divine Prophet 


gives unto us! How excellent, how morali- 
Zzing, how tending to our preſent as well as 
future Happineſs, are the Doctrines of Chrif 
Teſus ! N , 

After ſpeaking to the World, at ſundry 
Times, and in divers Manners, by may 


Prophets, God was pleaſed at laſt to ſpeak 


unto us by his Son, from whom we have re- 


ceived Leſſons of univerſal Righteoulnels, 


both towards God and towards Man. He 


hath ſhewed unto us the Father, acquainted 


us with the glorious and ſpiritual Nature of 


God, whom we are to worſhip in Spirit aud 


Truth, and (a) love and ſerve with all our 
Abilities both of Body and Mind. By the 
| Dooctrines 


(a) Matt. xxii. 27. 


: preparatory, 0 the SACRAMENT. 401 
Doctrines of our Lord and Saviour 7% 
Chriſt relative Duties are inculcated,. no Man: 
can walk diſorderly that walks by the Rules 
of the Goſpel. Chrift endeavoured to root 


wp the very Seeds and Principles of Vice in- 


our corrupt Nature, and from this great Pro- 
hbet our Morde, nay, our very Looks have 
a proper Law given unto them. 

Other Prophets came to Kings, and great 
Men of the Earth, but to all Sorts and Con- 
ditions of Men our bleſſed Saviour gave his 
ſalutary Inſtructions. 

The Poor had his comfortable Goſpel. 


preached unto them, which aſſured them of 


a happy Releale from ail Sorrow and Vexa- 
uon, and of Treaſure in Heaven which Moth 


and Ruſt cannot corrupt, nor Thieves break 
tarough and {teal. 


The Rich and Powerful are checked and 
reſtrained from all Pride, Violence, and Op- 
preſſion, and taught the Virtue of Charity 


and Compaſſion to their diſtreſſed Brethren. 


Our bleſſed Lord foreſaw the Fondneis 


which his Followers, like the reſt of Man- 
kind, would have tor this World, and how 


prone their Natures would be to comply wit: . 
its ſinful Modes and Vemprations; and there-- 


tore purſues us if 1 may fo tpeak) in his 


Golpel with all the Fadearments of his Love, 


: 1] 5 a 8 1 - 3 5 . . — 
and with ſuch Condeſcentions of his Grace 


and Favour, as muſt needs move and affect. 
the greateſt and moft hardened Sinner, and.. 
denuunces the divine Wrath. and Vengeance 
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to thoſe whom his infinite Love cannot per- 
ſuade and charm to their Duty, and their 
own Happineſs. oo | 

From this great Prophet, moſt graciouſly 
fent into the World, we have ſuch inducing 


Precepts to Virtue, as could not but prevail, 


if we would give ourſelves the leaſt Time for 
Reflection. 

We are acquainted with a ſpiritual Aid, 
and Aſſiſtance ſufficient for us, in the Weak- 
neſs and Infirmity of our own Nature. In 
the Backwardneſs of Men to the Dictates of 
Reaſon, the Chriſtian Doctrines propoſe a 
Remedy tor ſuch natural Corruptions. 

What could be more beneficial to human 
Society, more for the Peace and Happineſs 
of Mankind, than to be taught to live under 
a Senſe and continual Fear of God, and 
to have ſocial Duties enforced upon our 
Minds by the Hopes and Terms of a fu— 
ture State of Happineſs or Miſery 

How many ill Contequences ariſing from 
Hatred, Revenge, and. Reſentment, are re- 
moved by that Forgiveneſs of Enemies which 
Chriſtianity enjoins! 

O how great is the Advantage of Chrilt's 
Doctrines to thoſe who will be reclaimed and 
converted by them! All the ſacred Myſte- 
ries of our Religion tend to the Advance: 


ment of Piety and Virtue, to make us better - 


and happier in the Life that now is. i 
Chriſt has ſet before us the Path to preſent 


and eternal Felicity, and all his Doctrines 
ten 


ö 


preparatory to the SACRAMENT. 403 
tend to the Improvement and Advancement 
of our Nature; we are acquainted with God's 
E Goodneſs to us in our Creation, with his 
Grace and Mercy after our Fall: We are 
taught, that God is our Friend and Protector 
here, and after Death our everlaſting Re- 
warder. 1 . 
Why art thou ſo ſad and diſquieted, O my 
Soul! Remember thy bleſſed Saviour in this 
high Office of a Prophet for thy Benefit and 
Advantage. | 
O let us think upon and remember his 
Truth in the fulfilling of all his Predictions, 
and let our Love of him be ſincere and cor- 
dial for the many Doctrines and Precepts con- 
tained in his Goſpel. Let us regulate our 
Lives according to the Doctrines of that great 
Prophet and Teacher of Mankind, and ſo 
remember him as not to forget the Duty and 
Obedience which are due to him. 
So ſhall we be prepared to meet our great 
Lord and divine Preceptor at his holy Table, 
and by Faith receive that Bread, which in 
Cnalisr JIrsus, our heavenly Father giveth us, 
p which came down from Heaven, and giveth 
Life unto the World. 


re 


HEY 


The Prayer. 


SAVIOUR of the World, the only be- 
Sn Son of God, by whom he hath 
cen graciouſly pleaſed to ſpeak to us of eter- 

| nal 


404 Meditations and Prayers: 
nal Life, and reveal his Pleaſure to the fink; l 
Sons of Men: Receive my Prayer, and end. IM '® 
ble me by thy Holy. Spirit with due Prepary Li 
tion to come to thy. Altar. AL 

I know that thou art a Teacher cam De 
from Ged, that no Man could do the M.. 20 
racles which thou didſt, except God vas be 
with him, and that of a Truth thou art thi: MW W 
Prophet that ſhould. come into the H, th 
Thou haſt foretold and revealed a future Wi 
State of eternal Happineſs to the Righteous, | © 
and haſt warned the Wicked to flee from the 
Wrath to come. O let us not be like our 
Forefathers, a faithleſs and ſtubborn Genera- 
tion who killed the Prophets, and ſion 
them which were ſent unto them; but let me 
reverence the Seu, that laſt and great Pri- 
bet. Let me not deſpiſe thy future Pro- 
miſes, diſregard thy Warnings,. and act that 
vorſer Part than the Jes in crucifying tice 
atrefh by Sins and Impieties. 

How ſhould I diſgrace myſelf, bring a Re- 
proach upon thy Religion, the great Maſt 
that came from Heaven to teach me, if! 
ſhould ſet at naught thy Counſels, and aban- 
don myſe't. to thoſe Vices, from which mi 
ny without ſo great a Light have kept then: 
ſelves !. How will the Men of Mineveb Tie 
in Judgment againſt me, who repented at t. 
Preaching of the Prophet Jenab, if 1 hows 
retain my Iniquities, and not repent a» 
amend, when a Prophet ſo much greater ti 
Jonab has been here 


L 


preparatcry fo the SACRAMENT, 40g 
Let not the ſimple Light of Nature pre- 


wail over and condemn me, who had the 
| Light of thy Goſpel; but guide me, O Lord, 
| with thy Holy Spirit to follow thy ſublime 
| Doftrines and Inſtructions, renounce all Un- 
| ood lineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſo- 
| berly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World, waiting for the bleſſed Hope, and 
| thy glorious Appearing. O gracious Lord God. 
E when thou ſhalt come to reward our Obedi- 
E ence, accompliſh thy Promiſes, to change 
our Faith into Sight, and our Hopes into 
| Enjoyment. | 

| Grant, O Lord, that when the happy Day 
hall come of celebrating the Memorial of 
| thy Sufferings, which thou haſt inſtituted in 
the Holy Communion, that I and all thy 


whole Church may obtain Remiſſion of Sins, 


end finally be made Partakers of everiaſtin 


Felicity in the Heaven thou haſt opened for 


* 


all Behevers. And this I beg through the 


Merits and Satisfaction of thy Death and Paſ- 


lion, to whom, with the Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory for evermore. 
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406 © Meditations and Prayers 


offer and be alſo himſelf the Sacrifice for 


_ ſufficient ? What High Prieſt but him could 
have offered effectually for us? Je Chrij 


Men to offer Sacrifices, and perform the 


nor furniſh us with Qualities to enter chere 


Ma pr Ar 10s for Tueſday Morning 
Upon the PrieſtlyOffice of our Bleſſed Savior, 
HAT Praiſes are due to the God of 


all Mercies, who for the Remiſſin 
of our Sins, and for our eternal Salvatior, 
did ordain his only begotten Son to be a Prict 
for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec, u 


Sin! What Sacrifice but this could have been 


could alone prevail with eternal Juſtice, de 
ſtroy Sin, diſarm Death of its Sting, ſhut 
the Gates of Hell, open thoſe of Heaven, 
appeaſe the Wrath of God, and ſoften our 
hard and obdurate Hearts. 

There were Prieſts in the World befor 
our Lord, the Heathens had a Priejthu, 
and God ordained for the Fezvs an Order c 


prieftly Office; but they were all Men of like 

Paſſions with others, and were none of then 
capable of ſecuring us from the dire Effect 
of divine Vengeance. Whilſt 7hey offered ior 
the Sins of others, they were Sinners then 
ſelves, and wanted Perfection as well as Pon 
er to reconcile Men to offended Heaven; 
they could not open thoſe everlaſting Doc 


] bus 


preparatory fo the SACRAMENT, 407 
This was a Work reſerved for the High Prieſt 
and Biſhop of our Souls, Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, who has faithfully executed it, who 
made himſelf an Offering fit for Heaven, 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, for his di- 
vine Love, for giving his Son td be a Prieſt 
for ever, always interceding for us at the 
Right-hand of his Father, and faving thoſe 
who come in his Name to God. 15 

We are Children of Wrath, deſerving of 
the Curſe, unworthy to lift up our Eyes to 
Heaven. Nature, Revelation, Conſcience, 
all cry to us with one common Voice, that we 
have angered God, and have deſerved Death; 
but behold in this Office of the holy Jeſus the 
glad Tidings of great Joy to all People. The 
only and well-beloved Son of God, hath en- 
tered in the heavenly Places, the Holy of Ho- 
lies, there to plead, and offer the expiatory Sa- 


crifice of his Blood in our Behalf: So that, by 


Virtue of this divine Prieſthood and Sacrifice, 
if any one fins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who is the 
Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours 
only, but for the Sins of the whole World. 
O my Soul, praiſe the Lord, that, in the 
many Temptations, and Aſſaults of the 
World, the many Fears and Apprehenſions 
of weak Nature, the many Enemies that lye 
In Wait to deceive us; that in Heaven we 
have a Friend that thinks on us, and inter- 
ceeds for us. To the Eye of Nature all 1s 


dark and gloomy, our Corruptions and Pal- 


ſions 
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ſions appear ſtrong and powerful; but wi 
an Eye of Faith we may look up to Heaven, 
and ſee, that he who 7s on our Side is greater 
than he that is againſt us; THERE we have an 
High Prieſt who is touched with cur Infir- 
mities, and who is the Diſpoſer of divine 
Strength and Aſſiſtance, and is able to ad- 
miniſter Help in Proportion to our Wants, 
r has aſcended up on high, and receive] 
Gifts for Men to diſpenſe to them at his Plex 
ſure. 

Whilſt we remember our bleſſed Lord, and 
meditate on this Office, which he was pleated 
to take upon him, how ſhould we imitate 
the Conduct of Abraham, in offering to our 
divine Melchiſedec the Homage of a true 
Faith and Obedience. How ſhould we con- 
template on the Advantages of his Satisizc- 


tion for us on the Croſs, and in his all pow- 


ertul. Interceſſion for us in Glory. With 
theſe Thoughts and Meditations, knowing 
that we have not an high Prieſt which cannct 
be touched with the Feeling of our Infra: 
ties, but was in all Reſpects like as we arc 
(Sin excepted) let us approach his holy 1 


Ele, offering unto him, ourſelves, our Scus 


and Bodies, as a reaſonable, a holy, and 
lively Sacrifice, beſceching him not to weigh 
our Merits, but pardon our Offences. 


| lagi 
Greater Love cannot appear than tit 


; 1 ns 1s | i ha 
which is facramentally diſplayed to us in tt. 
holy Communion, where the Oblation d 


himſelf once offered is ſignalized, and wit? 


trough 


tl 


— 


— Bt ev 
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through the Mediation and Interceſſion of 
our merciful High-Prieſt, our imperfect Ser- 
vices are accepted. | 

O may he give us his divine Benediction, 
new his Strength in our Weakneſs, and, 
though we are not worthy of the Crumbs, teed 


and nouriſh our Souls with the rich Repaſt 
of his holy Table. — 


— 


The Prayer. 


ALMIGHTY and infinitely merciful Lord 
God, who haſt given us in thy Goſpel 
che Knowledge of our Salvation, in the Re- 
; miſſion of our Sins, by the Sacrifice of the 
0 immaculate Lamb and Son of thy Love, Je- 


u. WF /is Chriſt, our Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer; 


tn BL {cach me to bleſs thy holy Name, and for 
20 WW ffs thy unſpeakable Mercy let 4% Praiſe be 
terer in my Mouth. | 

Grant, O Lord, that I may have the Wiſ⸗ 
ire dom and Grace to conſider the Advantages 


ot thy Son's Death and Paſſion, and of his 


i; WW linterceſlion for us at thy Right-hand in Glo- 


4 ry, where he remains our Higb-Prieſt conti- 
-» nually, offering and pref. nting unto thee his 
JW Wounds for our Tranſgreſſions, and his 
t Bruiſes for our Offences; and let me take oo- 
e <alion, from that great Inſtance of his Love 
of and Remembrance of us, to ebey all his Cain- 
„e mands and Injunctions, to put off the 0/1 
200 | M. 
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Man, and with nero Deſires, Habits and Af. 
fections to perform his dying Requeſt in re- 
ceiving the bleſſed Sacrament in Remey- 
brance of him. . 
O what can I remember of ſo great Service 
to me as the Satisfaction for my Sins by his 
Sufferings and Death ; O who can I ever re- 
member of ſuch great Kindneſs and Love for 
me as he that laid down his Life for my Sake! 
I confeſs, O Lord, with Shame and Con- 
fuſion of Face, that I have not made the ne- 
ceſſary Ule of this divine Favour, that this 
Grace which hath appeared hath not pre- 
vailed on me to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
eporldly Luſfts ; I have not profited as I might 
have done from the Light, and powerful 
Succours which thou haft -given me, nor ad- 
vanced in Piety and Virtue. O let not my 
Unworthineſs be any Obſtacle to the ſaving 
Efficacy of theſe holy Myſteries, but accept 
of this Chriſtian Sacrifice from my great 
High-Prieſt, who offered himſelf to thee for 
my Sins, and the Sins of the whole World. 
If thou ſhouldſt deal with me, O Lord, 
according to my Deſerts, I cannot but 


expect the ſevere Effects of thy Wrath and 
Vengeance ; but there is Pardon with thee to 
the End thou may'ſt be feared, and J have 
an Advocate with thee in Heaven, whoſe 
Merits as well as Mercies are infinite; My 
only Reſort is the Efficacy of his Sacrifice; 
my only Hopes his plenteous Redemption, 
| W 


preparatory to the SACRAMENT, 411 
ho in all Things was made like unto his 
Brethreng.. that he might be a merciful aud 
faithful High Prieſt in Things pertaining to 
God, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the 
People: He is my Conſolation, and in his 
Name, O gracious Father, I preſent my Sup 
plications. | EY 

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine Indigna- 
tion, but waſh me in that Blood which ſpeak- 
eth better Things than that of ABEL. O let it 
reunite me to thee, and let me receive the 
happy Effects of my Saviour's Reconciliation 
in a Joy ineffable and glorious, and in a Peace 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding. 

O thou ſupreme Being, who haſt raiſed 
from the Dead our Lord Fe/us Chriſt, and 
clevated him to thy Glory in Heaven, here 
| to prepare a Place for us; grant that ſuch a 
great and glorious Hope may produce the 


| Effects of a righteous and unblameable Con- | 
; WW vcrfation, and may ſerve to parify me, even j 
as he whom thou haſt given us was pure; that 


| may worthily approach his holy Table, and 
by virtue of his Sufferings on Earth, and 


7 

t tlirough his powerful and availing Interceſſion 
di Heaven, partake of the Inheritance of the 
0 WW Saints in Light; that, when the Time ſhall 
© come when I muſt depart hence, and drink 
e no more of the Fruit of the Vine in this hol 


5 W Ordinance, I may be raiſed with thy bleſſed 
don our Sovereign, High Prieſt, and Biſhop 
of souls to everlaſting Life; and drink it 


2 A-new 
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a-new with him in his heavenly Kingdom, 
through the ſame Feſus Chriſt my adorable 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen 


— 


—— 
—— 


MEpITAT1ONs for Tueſday Evening, 


Upon the KincLy Office of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
OW great is the Chriſtian's Joy, that 


has continued with his Saviour in his 
Temptations, whole Sufferings have abounded in 
him, to behold that Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Grief, poſſeſſed of Sovereign 
Power and Authority ? 
It was for our Sakes that his divine Majeſty 
was clouded with earthly Meanneſs and Ob- 
ſcurity ; for our Sakes he became poor, that 
we, through his Poverty, might be rich: 
Yet, lays God, have I ſet my King upon my 
holy Hill of Sion *: Like Melchiſedec, though 
in a much higher Degree, Chriſt is our High 
Prieſt, and our King; and to whom all 
Power is given in Heaven and in Earth. 
Surely be hath borne our Griefs, and carried 
our Sorrows ; yet we did efteem bim ftrick, 
ſmitten of God, and aſſticted +, It pleaſed the 
Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put bim # 
Grief ; therefore he hath divided bim 4 Per. 
tio oith the Great, and he ſhall 1 - 


- 


* Pſalm ii. 6, + Jai, iii, 4. 
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Fpoil with the Strong, becauſe he hath Poured 


out his Soul unto Death. . 

Sing, O ye Righteous ! break forth into 
Singing, ye Afﬀiitted in this World! for 
there is Power, as well as Inclination to par- 
don Sinners, and to raiſe up them that fall, 
in this high Office and Exaltation of the cru- 


Cified Jeſus. From this Conſideration how 


are we comforted in the Storms and Tem- 
peſts of Lite | How does it tend to ſtreagthen 


our Faith, and to animate and incourage us 


in the Profeſſion of Chriſt's Religion, that he 


is able as well as willing to reward thoſe that 


love and fear him! That our Lord is King, 
ond hath pat on glorious Apparel, and girded 
vimſelf with Strength. Though he calls us to 
great Duties, and to ſuffer great Aflictions ; 
yet he propoſes to his Followers great Re- 
wards, and, in the Perſon of our Lord and 
Saviour, elevated to Glory, and cloathed 
with Majefty and Honour, we know that 
our Labeur ſhall not be in vain. 

Itis to our dear and our bleſſed Redeemer 
that God thus addreſſes himſelf, Sit thou as 
iny Right-hand, until I make thine Enemies thy 
HFootftool:+ And again, pen be bringeth the 
F:r]t-begotten into the World he ſaith, and let 
all the Angels of God*worſpip bim. Unto the 


Son he ſaith, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever 


and ever; the Scepter of Righteouſneſs is the 
Scepter of thy Kingdom. 


2 | It 


+ Plabn cx. 1. Heby, i 43. ai. lik 
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It is of our bleſſed Redeemer that the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, He ſhall build the Temple of the 
Lord, and he ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall ji 
and rule upon his Throne.* Our Lord is King 
of Righteouſneſs, the true King of Salen, 


that 18, King of Peace. He ſatisfied the Juf- 
tice due to God in our Redemption. Fguity 


accompames his Government, 7s the Habita- 
lion of his Seat, and every Command, every 
Order, ſrom our Saviour and our King to his 
Church, breathes Sentiments of Juſtice and 
Equity; he enjoins us to give all their Dur. 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion! ſhout, 
O Daughter of Feruſalem! Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee; be is juſt. 85 | 
After telling us in the Goſpel, that al! 
Things are delivered unto him, from his Throne 
of Grace, our holy and merciful Saviour cal!s 
us to come unto him for Reſt, and to learn of 
bim, who, though of ſuch Power and Ma- 
jeſty, was meek and loculy in Heart, In like 
Manner is he proved to be King of Sal, 


which is King of Peace; he has made Peace 
between Heaven and Earth, between God and 


Man; his Goſpel is a Syſtem of Peace, tend- 
ing to reconcile Man to Man, and allo, if! 
may ſo ſpeak, Man to himſelf: The Hing 
dom of our Lord is not Meat and Drint, 
but Love, and Foy, and Peace in the Holy 


Ghoſt. This Man, fays the Prophet, Hal be 


Peace. 


How 


* Zech, vi. 13. 


e i. a * a 
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How ſhould the Conſideration of our Sa- 
yiour's Sovereignty and Dominion over his 


Church teach us that Obedience, to which he 
has ſuch Right by virtue- of his Kingly Of-- 


fee and Authority; all Things are put un- 


der his Feet; and God hath given him to 
be Head over all Things to he Church: 
Shall then any Ordinance, any Inſtitution of 
our King, and our God, be thghted or de- 
ſpiſed by us? Does not this Office, this ex- 
alted Character, this divine Authority of the 
Holy Jeſus, publiſh their Treachery, their 
Unfaithfulneſs to him, who tranſgreis the 
Precepts of his Goſpel? And, particularly 
the laſt Requeſt of his Lips, his earneſt De- 
fire and Injunction that we ſhould take the 
bleſſed Sacrament, the Elements which he di- 
ſtributed with his own Hands, as Signs of his 


approaching Crucifixion, of the piercing of 


his Body, and ſhedding his precious Blood. 
for us, and do this in Remembrance of bim. 

May every one, that expects his eternal 
Salvation, be careful to obey him! Conſider 
him, O my Soul, as thy King, and thy Re- 
deemer. Give due Honour to him that fitreth 
upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 


ever. As he hath died to fave thee, Grati- 


?4de ſhould lay an Obligation upon thee to 
comply with his Will; he is thy Sovereign, 
and thy Lord; Duty, as a Subject, ſhould 
enforce thy Obedience to his Commands. I 
will magnify thee, O Lerd, my King, and I will 
Naiſe thy Name for ever and ever. 

1 The 
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' The Prayer. 


"TYyErmiT me, O bleſſed Lord, and hea- 


venly King, to offer my humble Tri 


- bute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving for thy won- 


gertul Love and Condeſcenſion, in aſſuming 


our Nature and viſiting us in great Humility, 
Thou art the Day-ſpring from on high, 
giving Light to them who were in Darkneſs, 


and in the Shadow of Death, and guiding 


their Feet in the Way of Peace; I will al- 


ways give Thanks unto thee, thy Praiſe ſhall 


ever be in my Mouth. 


O let me remember thee, as in thy low 


Eſtate, in the Form of a Servant; ſo alſo in 


hy excellent Greatneſs, as the Lord of all 
Fower and Might, as my King and my 
God, giving Laws to thy Church, and ex- 
pefting Obedience from all thy Subjects and 
Servants. O give me Grace to keep thy 


Law, which is perfect, converting the Sul; 
and thy Teſtimony, which is ſure, and giveth 


Wiſdom unto the Simple; thy Statutes, C 
divine Majeſty of Heaven! are right, and re- 


joice the Heart; thy Commandment is Peace, 
and giveth Light unto the Eyes; thy Fear, 
O Lord, is clean, and endureth for erer; 


thy Judgments are true and righteous altoge- 


ther. More to be deſired are they than Gola, 


yea, than Ane Gold; feveeter alſo than Lo- 


4henh 
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them is thy Servant taught, and in keeping of 
them there is great Reward. + 

Aſſiſt me then, O gracious Lord, with 
thy Holy Spirit, to obſerve what not only ſup- 
ports thy Honour, but my own Advantage. 
At the ſame time that we obey thee we ſerve 


ourſelves; and whilſt thy Glory is proclaimed 


by us, we receive the greateſt Benefit from 


our Obedience. O det me not rebel againſt 
the Prince of my eternal Peace, nor neglect 
thoſe Things which, from Subjects, will make 
us Heirs and Partakers of thy Crown of 
Righteouſneſs. 
O bleſſed Lord, of * whoſe Government 
there ſhall be no End, who art upon the Throne 
of David, and his Kingdom, to eſtabliſh it with 
Juſtice and Fudgment ; who art fit upon the 
Right-hand of the Majeſty on high, to whom 
hath been given the uttermoſt Part of the 
Earth for thy Poſſeſſion, I humbly beleech 
tice, in the Words of that excellent Prayer, 
which thou haſt given me, that thy Kingdom 
may come, and that Þ all the Kingdoms of this 
Warld may become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Chriſt, and that thy Will may be done 


In Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Grant, O Lord, that my Duty to thee may 
be my greateſt Pleaſure, that I may ſtudy to 
obey and pleaſe thee, from a firm Perſuaſion, 
that thou art he only Law-giver who art able 
ta ſave and to deſtroy, and wilt come again, 

| 5 8. 7 


Imi. ix. 6, + Rev. xi. 15. 
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to execute Vengeance on them that obey not 
thy Goſpel. O Lord; I am ſtedfaſtly pur- 
Poſed to make myſelf of the Number of thy 
Friends in keeping thy Command ment. 1 
moſt humbly, and without the leaſt Reſtric- 
tion, accept the Covenants of thy Grace, 
Which thou haſt ratified by thy Blood; and 
am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance of thy holy 
Spirit, which thou haſt promiſed to them 
that aſk it, to perform faithfully zho/e on my 
Part, and fo to live and believe, that no Tri- 
bulation nor Diſtreſs, Perſecution nor Fa- 
mine,” Nakedneſs, Peril, nor Sword, nor 
'Death, nor Life, nor any other Creature 
ſhall be capable of engaging me to a wiltul 
or deliberate Tranſgreſſion of thy Command- 
ments. 1 
O Lord, take not thy Holy Spirit from me, 
but grant I may perſevere in theſe holy Deſires 
and Reſolutions, that, repenting of any for- 
mer Sin, and deteſting thoſe Things that oc- 
caſioned thy bitter Sufferings, I may with 
Faith draw near thy holy Table, and take 
this bleſſed Sacrament to my Comfort, through 
thy Merits; to whom, with the Father and 
divine Spirit, be all Glory now and ever. 
A 


Mepi— 
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Wedneſday Morning. * 
Os the many excellent Virtues of our Bleſſed 


SAVIOUR. 


TV HE holy Apoſtle exhorts us 10 put 
on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, nor could we 
be unprepared for the Lord's Supper, or in 
any Danger of unworthily approaching that 
holy Table, if we would endeavour to en- 
ter into thoſe Habits and Virtues which ren- 
dered him fo lovely and aimable; if in all 
the Temptations to Vice, we would oo 
up to this bleſſed Author and Finiſher ot 
our Faith, | 5 
O let me contemplate, ſtudy, and admire 
this perfect Model of a Chriſtian's Bevaviour, 
till, eho/ding as in a Glaſs ſuch Glory of the © 
Lord, I am changed into. the ſame Image from 
2 to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
The Life of the Holy Jeſus, ike Truth, 
was uniform and conſiſtent : He did not 
excel in ſome Things and fail in others ; 
but his whole Converſation was unblameable 
and inoffenſive. His Miracles were wrought 
with the moſt merciful Views, and whilſt 
he proved his Meſſiahſhip, he proved at 
the ſame Time the Benignity of his Nature 
| and 
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and Diſpoſition; he had Power to make 
chimſelf great, as well as to make the five 
A oaves and two ſmall Fiſhes ſatisfy and feed 
_ thouſands, but, to check all Ambition in 


his Followers, choſe a low and inferior 


- Station.” 


Ls Any Object of Diſtreſs was an Object of 
our Saviour's Compaſſion, and it was the 


calamitous Caſe and Condition, not the 
Perſon, that he conſidered and reſpected, . 


He was free from all Deceit and Impoſi- 
tion, and dealt freely, openly, and gene- 
roully with his Diſciples ; he would not de- 
lude them with vain Hopes, nor Expecta- 
tions, but checked their aſpiring Thoughts, 
in acquainting them with the worldly 
Miſeries, which attended the Propagation 
and Profeſſion of his Doctrines. 
O what an Incitement would it be to 
Piety and Virtue, if we kept this fair and 
immaculate Pattern always in our View! 
How devout a Perſon was the bleſſed Je- 
Fas, both in public and in private! He 
tells us himſclf, that He was daily in the 
Temple; and, to preferve that Order and 
Decency, that Reverence which is due to 2 
Place of Worſhip, drove out all the Mo- 
ney-changers, and Perſons who proſtituted 
the Houſe of Prayer to worldly and irre- 
ligions Uſes. The Authority of human 
Laws were binding to him, in every Thing 
conſiſtent with Religion, and ng ne 

refuſe 
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refuſed, nor Society injured in his whole De- 

ortment. we” 
Though he was poor, and was beſides 
privileged, yet * he performed a Miracle 
to pay the Tribute demanded of every Son 
of Iſrael. He paid great Regard to public 


Order and Eſtabliſhment, and frequented 


| the Service of the Synagogue ; he was ex- 


emplary in his private as well as his public 


Devotions, and was converſant with God by 
Prayer and Meditation. He frequently 
withdrew from Buſineſs and Company, that 
he might the more freely contemplate and 
fix his Thoughts on heavenly Things, and 


enjoy Communion with his heavenly Fa- 


ther. 


With Regard to Man, his Life was one 5 


continued Scene of Charity and Compaſſion. 


He ſought the Wretched out, and went 


about doing Good. He had a Sweetneſs 
of Temper, moſt lovely and remarkable, 
and neglected no Opportunity to oblige and 
{ſerve Mankind. How many Diſeaſed did 
he cure, how many Blind did he reſtore to 
their Sight, how many Lame to their Limbs, 


how many dumb Perſons to their Speech, 


poſeſſed and diſtracted ones to their Senſes and 
Keaſonf. Nor was he leſs mindful of the 
Souls than the Bodies of Men; how inde- 


fatigable was our Lord in preaching the 
glad 


Mate. xvii. 24. 
F Vide Matt. v. Serm. on the Mount. 
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glad Tidings of Divine Grace and Favour ;. 
how did he inform, how endeavour to re- 

form Mankind, by his Sermons and Diſ- 

courſes! How did he improve common 

Subjects and Occurrences to the ſpiritual 

Advantage of his Followers! How plainly 

and condeſcendingly would he inſtruct the 

Ignorant! With what Power and Strength. | 

of Argument, without the common III- 

nature of Controverſy, would he convince 

_ Gain-ſayers ! and with what Freedom and 

Auſterity,. however rich or great in the 

World, did he reprove Vice wherever he. 

perceived it, How gently did he deal with 
weak Perſons, how careful not to break any | 

bruiſed Reed. To refuſe his Grace and 

Mercy was Matter of the greateſt Grief to 

him; and what Tears ſtreamed from his: 

Eyes for the Wickedneſs and Deſtruction of 

Fera/ales ! _ 5 

From our bleſſed Redeemer we may learn to 
do well; and as his whole Life was a Life of Af. 
fliction, no Trouble can befal us, that for Sin 
excepted, but we may perceive our Lord ha- 
ving his Share of it. Are we born of. 
poor and mean Parentage ?. Contentedly 
he paſſed for the Son of a Carpenter, and 
bore the Reproaches of that mean Station. 

Are we in Poverty and Indigence? Chriſt 

had not where to lay his Head. Are w? 

abuſed and ſlandered? He was called 

Glutton and Wine: bibber, a Friend to Pub- 

licans and Sinners, a Seducer, a Blaſphe- 

. | Mer, 


the Prince of Devils. Arewe deceived and 
betrayed by pretended Friends? One of 


his own Diſciples betrayed him to his Ene- 
mies. In all which Sufferings, Reproaches, 
and Calumnies, in all which baſe Returns 
from a World wherein he was continually 


doing Good, he was patient and ſubmi{- 


five, he was ſtill, like his heavenly Father, 


kind to the Wicked and Unthankful? and 


no Rancor nor Revenge, no Bitterneſs of 


Mind, was ever perceived in him. 


How many Proofs did he give us of his 
wonderful Humility; he was contented to 
be neglected of Men, and was not deſirous of 


worldly Praiſe and Applauſe. He laboured 


to conceal all thoſe Qualities and Actions, 


which might procure him worldly. Favour 


and Popularity. He gave all' the Glory to 


God, and attributed nothing to himſelf. 


When the Vomasn in Admitation of his 


Doctrines rapturouſly cried out, Bleſſed is 


the Womb that bore Ihbee, and the Paps that 
gave Thee Suck ! He turned thoſe Expreſ. 


lions, which reflected ſome Honour to him- 
ſelf, to the Encouragement of others to Pie- 
ty and Virtue z yea, rather, ſays he, are they 
bleſſed that do the Will of my Father. 
Ot this bleſſed Perſon we may learn to be 


lowly in Heart; he waſhed his Diſciples 


Feet, and in every Inſtance of that Virtue 
ſhewed a Humility moſt aimable and exem- 
plary, All Haſtineſs of Temper, and Az 


verſeneſs 
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mer, an Agent and Emiſſary of Beelzebub, 
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verſeneſs to Contradiction, which are the EF. 


fects of Pride, were not ſeen in this Mir- 
Tour of Meekneſs. As he would not be pro- 
voked, ſo he never provoked any; but 
was full of Humility, Courteſy, and Af4- 
bility to all Men. 


He gave us the Example, as well asPre- | 


cept, to love and forgive our Enemies; no 
Injuries could alter the Beneficence of his 
Temper. he prayed for, and deſired his Fa- 
ther to forgive his Murderers ; and, to ſhew 
his own Readineſs to forgive and forget In- 
aries, healed the Ear of one of the rude 
Band that laid hold on him. Theſe are the 
Virtues of our dear Lord and Saviour ; this 
was the Life he led upon Earth; and how 
can we hear, how read of ſuch Things, and 
not bluſh and be aſhamed of cur Unlikeneſs 
to him, who gave us an Example, chat we 
ſhould follow his Steps? who did no Sin, 
neither was Guile found in his Mouth, Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not agan 
when he ſuffered, he threatened not, bu 
committed himſelf to him that judges righ- 
teouſly. | 


How muſt it raiſe our Affections to our 


Lord, with what Love muſt we approcce 
bis Altar, with what Chearfulneſs and Nea. 
dineſs obey his Orders and Inſtitutions, wi!!! 
we remember theſe aimable Qualities and 


Diſpoſitions. O let us endeavour to tread it: | 


his Steps, to go to his Altar with his Spirit 
of Love and Forgiveneſs, with his Ardency 
= an 
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and Devotion, with his Humilty and Meek- 
neſs. O let us pray for ſuch a Frame and 
Temper of Soul, which will ſweet en all the 
Bitters of Life, and make the Paſſage through 
this Wilderneſs of a World eaſy and com- 
fortable, till we arrive at that heavenly Ca- 
naan, which our bleſſed Lord has died to 
procure for us, and to which he is our great 
Leader. 1 

Let us call to mind the Words and 
Actions of our Saviour in every Tempta- 
tion. Let us on all Occaſions impoſe on 
ourſelves this wholeſome Law, of doing, 
as far as we are able, what our Saviour did 
in the like Circumſtance. Let us imitate 
that famous Painter, who, to make his Por- 
trait a finiſhed Piece, gave every Day ſome 
Stroke of his Pencil, till it bore an exact 
Likeneſs, and carried every Feature of his 
Original So let us labour to form the love- 
ly Image of Chriſt in our Hearts; let us 
every Day draw ſome Feature and Like- 
neſs of him; let us to-day ſtrive to acquire 
one Virtue, to-morrow another, till we 
grow up to the Meaſure and Stature of 
Chriſt : And if, in this State of Frailty, we 
ſtil find ourſelves far ſhort of his Perfec- 
tions; yet, for our Pains and laudable En- 
deavours, when Chriſt ſhall again appear, 
we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as 
be is, behold his Face in Righteouſneſs, and, 
when we awake from Death, be ſatisfied 
Wh his Likeneſs. -n 

Prayer 
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Prayer for the divine Aſſiſtance to imitate | 
te Holy Life and Virtues of wr | 


BLESSED SAV IOUR. 


; MER CIFUL and ever gracious Lord 


God, who, by the Inſtitution of the 
bleſſed Sacrament of thy Son's Body and 
Blood, doſt call upon us to remember that holy 


and immaculate Lamb, in all thoſe Virtues and 


Perfections, whereof, in his Life and Death, 


he was a moving Example; grant I may ſo 
bear them in Mind as to endeavour to imitate 
them, in order to approach worthily and re- 
ſpectfully the holy Table of that divine Mo- 


del of Righteouſneſs, and which is one of. 


the great Ufes and Advantages of this ſacred 
Ordinance. | 
I adong and magnify thy great Name, for 


this Inſtance of thy Goodneſs, in ſending in- 
to the World thy dear and beloved Son, to 
be not only a Sacrifice for Sin, but allo an 


Example of godly Life. O give me thy af 
fiſting and reſtraining Grace, that, in all the 


Decoys and Temptations to Sin, with which, 


in this wretched and corrupt Age, we arc 
daily beſet and ſurroanded,. I may look up to 
this illuſtrious Pattern of. Virtue, and that à 
Commemoration of. his pure and inoffenſive 
Life, as well as meritorious Death and Paſli- 
on, may have a proper Influence upon my 
Conduct, and contribute to inſpire in me à 
laudable Deſire to follow and practiſe thoſe 


Virtucs, 
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Virtues,. which appear with ſo great and ſhin- 
ing a Luſtre in his Perſon. O grant, Lord, 


that ſuch Virtue may go out of him, whilſt 1 
perform this Chriſtian Duty in Remembrance 


of him, as may heal all the Diſorders of my 
Mind and Conlcience. 

O let me never loſe the Sight of thoſe ma- 
ny and aimiable Qualities,. which adorned my 
Saviour's Lite, and appeared in every Cir- 
cumſtance which befel him, before the Com- 
pletion of his Sorrows, in his laſt and painful 


Sufferings upon the Croſs. „ 
Grant, O Lord, that, in Life and Death, 


he may be my Pattern, and that, by an hum- 
ble, though imperfect Imitation of my dear 


Lord and Redeemer, I may be able to ſay 


with his holy Apoſtle, /hat. to me to live is 
Chriſt, and to die is Gain. O give me the 


Wiſdom and Grace, ſo long and ſo earneſtly! 
to fx my Eyes to this faultleſs and glorious 
Original, that my Life may bear ſome Re- 


ſemblance, that ſome Strokes and Lineaments 


of his Virtue may be featured and diſplayed . 


in my worldly Conduct, till the happy Time 


ſhall come, that all Sin and Imperfection will 


be done away, and I ſhall be like. him, and 


transformed into his glorious Image. O let 
me every Day grow up more and more in 
Chriſtian Grace and Virtue, putting away all 


cildfh Things, till I receive that bleſſed In- 


heritance, for which thou haſt adopted us 


in him, through whoſe Merits, and in whoſe 
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excellent Form of Words, I conclude this 
My 
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my Prayer and Supplication, ſaying, Our Fa- 


ther, &c. 


— 
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Prayer for that univerſal Love and Cha- 
rity, which were exemplified in the Life 


and Sufferings of our SAVIOUR, 


BLESSED Lord, the Author of Peace 


and Love of Concord, who requireſt 
of thoſe, that draw near to thy Holy Table, to 


be in Love and Charity with all Men; and who 


was thyſelf not only the Preacher but Prac- 
tiſer of this Righteouſneſs, give me the Aſſi 
ſtance of thy holy Spirit, to calm and ſubdue 
all thoſe Emotions and inward Perturbations of 
the Mind, which proceed from the Injuries 
and Provocations of the World; and grant, 
as thou haſt loved me, that I may alſo love, and 
be willing to do good to all my Fellow- 
Creatures. | 

Grant, O Lord, that, in the Repreſenta- 
tions of thy Sufferings and Death in the holy 
Sacrament, I may call to mind thy Love, in 
delivering me from the eternal Death and 
Miſery of Sin, and procuring for me ever. 
laſting Life and Felicity: O let me attentivel) 
conſider the Length, Breadth, and Heigh! of 
thy divine Love and Compaſſion to Sinners, 
which prevailed upon thee to give thy Life 
as a Ranſom for us, and let the _—_— 

| there 
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thereof penetrate into my flinty Heart, and 
lead me to ſhew Love and Mercy to my offend- 
ing Brethren. Grant, O mereiful Saviour, 
that, from a View and Reflection of thy re- 
deeming Love, painted in ſuch ſtrong and 
lively Colours at thy holy Table, I may put 
on thy ſweet and charitable Diſpoſition, Bow- 


ads of Compaſſion to all the poor Members 


of thy Church, who are Servants of one 
great and common Maſter, Followers of the 
lame Lord, who are of one Faith, and one 
Baptiſm, and Heirs and Cobeirs with thee of 
thy heavenly Kingdom. 

Give me Grace, O Lord, to renounce all 
that Hatred and Animoſity, that Contention 
and Diſcord, that Variance and Antipathy, 
which are ſo unhappily vifible in the Chriſtian 
World; to be gratetul to my Friends, and. 
loving and forgiving to my Enemies, that I 
may approach thy Altar without any Anger 


| or Malice in my Heart againſt any Neigh- 


bour, 


From thy Generoſity and Charity, which 
were without Parallel, which wrought a Mi- 


acle for the bodily Support of the Multi- 
| tude that came to hear thy Doctrines; let me 


be ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 
laying up for myſelf a goed Foundation againſt 
the Time that I may lay hold on eternal Life. 
Let not Self-love,nor Narrowneſs of Mind, 
hinder my following thy Steps, in this and 
every other good Office to Mankind; and as 
thou, with extended Arms of Love and Af- 
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fection, didſt embrace the whole Race of 
ſinful Nature, grant I may never ſhut out nor 
exclude any from my Pity and Compaſſion. 


Grant that all Bitterneſs and Wrath, all Cla- | 
mour and Evil-ſpeaking, may be put away 


from me, with all Malice; that I may conſi- 
der, that, though a Man ceaſes to be my 
Friend, he ceates not to be my Brother and 


fellow Creature; and that I may be kind, | 


tender-hearted, and forgive another, as thou 
haſt forgiven mne. 

O teack me, from thy Example, to do all 
the Good I can in my Life, in any conſiderable 
Poſt or Station to be eaſ of Acceſs, proud and 
{cornful tonone ; but pour into my Heart that 
Gift of Charity, the very Bond of Perfect- 
neſs, without which whoſoever liveth is 
counted dead before thee; To whom, with 
the Father and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons 
and one God, be all Praiſe and Dominion for 
evermore. Amen. | 


——__—_— 
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Some PERSUASIVE MoTIvEs 70 Chriſtian 


Patience, 


| HERE is no Excuſe more frequently 
7 offered, for abſenting ourſelves from 
the bleſſed Sacrament, than the Troubles and 
Misfortunes of Life, which, it is alledged, 
ruffle and diſcompole us, and render us unfit 
for this holy Office; but how eaſy would this 
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Impediment be removed, did we call to mind 
the Sorrows of the Son of God, and imi- 
ate his Conduct, who endured patiently Suf- 
fing wrongfully ? 

25 the very Time of our Lord's Inſtituti- 


on of this ſacred Ordinance, he was under 


the greateſt Affliction, the Phials of divine 


Wrath againſt Sin were going to be poured 


vpon him, and in his human Nature he could 
not but be troubled: Firſt, for the Occaſion, 
and then for the Bitterneſs of thoſe Sufferings, 
which he knew were coming upon him; bur 
yet, with his uſual Calmneſs, and Compoſure 
of Mind, he gave this Sacrament to his Di- 
ſciples, and would not be interrupted by the 
Frowns, any more than by the glittering 
Temptations of the World, in any Part of 
the Work which his Father gave him to do. 
Though in a continual Acquaintance with 
Grief, in a daily Contradiction of Sinners, 
| What good Action did he ever omit or poſt- 
pone? What Part of his ſacred, miniſterial 
Office did he neglect, becauſe of thoſe Trou- 
bles, thoſe bad Returns from the World, 
which he conſtantly met with? O let us re- 
member and reflect on the Chain of Misfor- 
tunes, Diſgraces, and Reproaches of our 
Lord, and to which for our Sakes he expoſed 
himſelf, in his State of human Nature. He 
ubmitted to the greateſt Hardſhips and In- 
conveniences, and daily ſuffered ſome Temp- 
tation, Abuſe, or Trouble; and yet he was 
laih in the Temple. O why ſhould we be fo 
— vexed 
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vexed and diſcompoſed at the worldly Scorn 
and Contempt, at the Abuſes and Accuſations 0 
of Enemies, when our bleſſed Lord was Ml « 
without Sin, and had no Guile found in bis YI h 
Mouth ; and yet was deſpiſed and rejected of FF ii 
Men? 5 | | WC 
Even the Virtues of our Redeemer were 1 
_—_— to. him as Crimes. His Deſire to 
reform Sinners, converſing with them, in WI i: 
order to inform and inſtruct them, brought on I {: 
him the opprobrious Names of Glution and I 
Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publicans and Sin- © 
ners; he came to his own, and his own received e 
him not; the Creature knew not his Creator, n 
the condemned Criminal abuſed and reviled WI | 
the merciful Prince that brought him a Re- 
prieve. His Miracles were called Impoſture, 1 k. 
and faid to be effected by Magic and diabo- 
3 lical Art. | 
The Prince of Peace, and Preacher of I *1 
| Righteouſneſs and Salvation, was called a WW 
Perverter and Seducer of the People. Fora IſW © 
Life of continual Uſe and Benefit to Man- WO ? 
kind, he was delivered up to Pilate, and con- Wl 
demned to a cruel and ignominous Death. I ©: 
Yet how eaſy, how unſubdued by Trouble; ir 
how perſevering in the good Offices he took > 
upon him, notwithſtanding thoſe Sufferings, | 
which; though in ſo much leſſer Degree, and be 
fo much Aves are our Lets and Inpedi- Wi 
ments to Chriſtian Duties, and eſpecially to 
the important one of the holy Communion. . 


Surely 
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Surely he hath borne our Griefs, and carried 

aur Sorrows z and, with regard to our great- 

ett, our ſpiritual Miſeries and Misfortunes, 

W hc is ready now, as in the Days of his So- 

| journment on Earth, to heal all thoſe that 

come to him; in this reſpect Chriſt zs b 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, 

But if we aſk, How it comes to pals, that, 
n the temporal and bodily Diſaſters which be- 
filus, there ſeems fo great a Difference between 
us, and thoſe who went to him on Earth for Suc- 
cour and Relief, and were immediately heal- 
ed and reſtored to perfect Eaſe? upon Exa- 
mination it will be found, that our bleſſed 
Lord has not leſs Mercy and Love for us, 
than for thoſe who lived during the Manife- 
ſtation of himſelf in our Fleſh. 

The long and grievous Sufferings, with 
lich he is pleaſed to afflict us at preſent, and 
f Wl i immediate and miraculous Aſſiſtance, of 
a bose J have mentioned, came from the ſame 
a Wood of all Power and Mercy; in both Di- 
n- 'pcnſations he ſeeks to ſave us. By his mira- 
n- Cperations, in Favour of the diſtreſt 
th. Objects which came to him on Earth, he 
e; W rengthens the Faith of his Servants, and 
confirms our Notions of his Divinity and 
Meſlialſhip; and, by the Troubles and Sor- 
los which he permits vs to continue in, 
Ve have an Opportunity to practiſe the Duty 
of Patience, and to prove our Love of him 


KI THE ROD THAT 
MITES Us. | | 
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_ To the new Revelation of his Will ts 
Mankind he gave the Characters of a Di: 


VE 


nity by performing many Miracles; but now 
that ſuch divine Revelation is ſufficiently ei- 
tabliſhed, and ſuch Miracles are ceaſed, and 
Things have moved in their natural Order, 
Miracles being no longer neceſſary, it is 
to tempt God to deſire one in our Favour; 
and indeed, inſtead of deſiring God to im- 
mediately heal or deliver us from ſome Dil. 
eaſe, or Trouble, by a miraculous Opera- 
tion, it is good for us to be afflicted ; and 
the rough and uneven Road of Tribulation 
and Misfortune, we ſhal: perceive the ncareſt 
Way and molt ſure Path to everlaſting Feli- 
city: For Afflictions contribute to our Sancti- 
fication, as the fiery Trial of the Gold docs 
to its Purity from the Droſs, and give us 
Occaſion to glorify God, by our patient 
Submiſſion and Reſignation to his divine Will 
and-Appointment. f | 
Another Motive to Patience is our Deſert 

of Affliction. If Sin had been unknown, 
worldly Troubles had never been experienced. 
Our Saviour knew no Sin, and yet he {ut- 
fered, becauſe he repreſented Sinners, and 
took upon him, in their Sorrows, Part 01 
their Sufferings for Sin: But, ) marvellous 
Effect of divine Love and Wiſdom ! thoſe 
very Sufferings, which Sin occaſioned, are. 
made the Remedies againſt Sin, the Confide- 
ration whereof is a moſt leading Inducement 
to Patience. 

| Proſ- 
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Proſperity has many ill Tendencies an- 
Conſequences z we neither think of what is 
alt, nor fear what is to come, in a conti- 
nual Round of Eaſe and Pleaſure. Becauſe 
God does not affliit us like other Men, we 
are apt to be proud and ſelf-opinionated, and 


to think God approves of us and all our Ac- 


tions, by ſuffering our Affairs to go on 
imoothly and proſperouſly. In the P/aims 
we read, that, after rebuking wicked Man 


for his Actions, God makes uſe of theſe Ex- 


preſſions, Thoſe Things hadſt thou done, and 1 
kept Silence; and thou thoughteſt wickedly, that 
am even ſuch an one as thyſelf ; but I will re- 
prove thee, and ſet before thee the Things which 
tou haſt done. 

God calls to us in Proſperity, but we hear 
wt his Voice; in which Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of corrupt Nature he changes the Bat- 
1e, and, if J may fo ſpeak, attacks the Sin- 
ner in another Quarter. Weary of our Be- 
haviour under the Smiles of his Providence, 
he corrects us in his Judgments, and by this 
Means foftens the Heart, and renders it ſuſ- 


| cpivle of the Impreſſions of his Word. 


To raife us from Sin, God deals with us 


as we do by one in a Lethargy; we never 


fil! to move, diſturb, ſmite, and ſtrike him, 
tl he awakes out of that Sleep, which other- 
Wie would be mortal to him. The Sinner 
s plunged into a carnal and profound Securi- 
y, and Afflictions, Diſeaſes, and acute Pains 
Us a1 me 
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ſerve to awake him from his ſinful Lethargy 

. 's . : Od) ? 
which would otherwiſe bring him to eternal 
Death ; to this Purpole the Apoſtle tells us, 
That no choſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be 

Joyous, but grievous; mevertheleſs, afterwards 
it yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs 
to them which are exerciſed thereby. - 

Ina Word, it is the Uſe of Afflictions to con- 
vert the moſt hardened Sinners, or, at leaſt, 
to make them condemn themſelves, and confels 
the Juſtice of God. Afflictions, in ſhort, pro- 
cced from the Love of God, his Care of our 
ſpiritual State, and that we ſhould be eter— 
nally happy ; and what a Motive ſhould the 
Conſideration thereof be to this Chriſtian 
Virtue of Patience, of which the Seed Feſis 
was our Pattern, in all the Sufferings of his 
human Nature. | 
Let us then, in every Evil that befals us, 
look to the polluted Fountain from whence 
the bitter Water proceeds, and let us ſubmit, 
as knowing we ourſelves are the Cauſe of our 
Misfortunes. How good is God to humble 
us by Afflictions, that we may not come into 
the eternal Torments of the proud and rebel- 
lious Angels! The light Aﬀifion, which is 
but fer a Moment, worketh, for thoſe who 
are ſanctified thereby, an eternal Weight of 
Glory. O what an Argument for Patience, 
what a Swcetening of the bitter Cup, to 
think that, for a ſhort Life of Miſery, there 
will be eternal Repoſe and Happinels ! 


Et. 
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Let us recolle&t what a Credit is done to 
Chriſt's Religion by this Virtue of Patience ; 
with what Pleaſure does the Lord, whole 
Eyes are over all our Works, behold the at- 
flicted Chriſtian, following the Steps of his 
only beloved Son, ſuffering patiently, without 
murmuring or charging him fooliſhly; to 
hear his beloved Son's Words coming out of 
his Mouth, Thy Will be done! To hear the 
Praiſes of God from his Mouth, though his 
Heart is full of Trouble; to ſee him ſerving 
and obeying his Commands and Inſtitutions, 
though his Hand is upon him; this is true 
Chriſtianity, this is exalted Righteouſneſs; 
and ſuch Behaviour, ſuch Courage in the 
Field of Battle, will procure the faithful Sol- 
diers under Chriſt's Banner eternal Triumph, 
and the Prize of everlaſting Glory. | 

Thus patient, thus rejoicing in Tribula- 
tion, it will prove no Hindrance, no Impe- 

diment, to the bleſſed Sacrament: Though 
the World frowns upon us, we ſhall go, like 
the Hunted and thirſty Hart to thoſe Water- 
brooks, and receive the greateſt Conſolation 
trom that ſpiritual Repaſt. Ar that rich Gate 
the pooref? Lazarus will be relieved, the 
Crumbs from that Table will be fatisfying 
and nouriſhing, and, however afflicted, let us 
not neglect our Duty, which may bring worſe 
Afflictions upon us. The holy Offices of our 
Religion may comfort us, but the Neglect 
af them cannot relieve us. Chriſt has borne 
the Sufferings due to our Crimes, and ſhall 
| U 3 4 
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a few Troubles make us ſlight and diſobey 
him? Are we reproached and reviled ? Ven 
a Man's Mays pleaſe the Lord, he maketh een 
his Enemies to be at Peace with him. 
Chriſt has opened his Heaven for us, let 
us be couragious and patient in a few mo- 
mentary Sufferings. In a little Time our 
dear Redeemer, that commands our Atten- 
dance at his ſacred Altar here on Earth, will 
ſatisfy us with the Riches of his Father's 
Houſe, and reward our Patience in carthly 
Suftcrings, with everlaſting Pleaſures. Let 
us reccive then the Seals of Redemption at 
his holy Table in the Church militant on 
Earth, to receive and for ever enjoy the glo- 
:10us Inheritance in his Church triumphant in 
Heaven ; in that bleſſed Place, where, from 
being Fellow-Communicants, we ſhall be- 
come Fellow-Saints in Light, and, without 
zny more mourning and repenting at the 
Senſe of our Sins and Tranſgreſſions, glory 
and rejoice in the Sight of thoſe Wounds, 
and of that meritorious Sacrifice, which have 
brought us to that bliſsful Region, where 
we {hall ſing Hallelujahs to our God, and tv 
the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 


A Prayet 
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AJ Prayer for Par IE NE, ond that our Trou- 
bles and Misfortunes ay not hinder nor in- 
diſpoſe us for the BLESSED SACRAMENT, | 


Gracious God, who never faileſt to 
help and govern them whom thou doſt 
bring up in thy Fear and Love, be intreated 
to aſſiſt me with thy Holy Spirit in theſe Tri- 
als and Temptations, which cxtinguiſh thote 
Flames of Devotion which thy Word has 
kindled in my Heart, and make me cool and 
lukewarm in the Things which belong to tay 
Peace. 

Upon thy Grace, thy Mercy, and thy 
Power I depend, O Lord, for Help and 
Succour, in the interrupting Cares and Trou- 
bles of Life: O endue me with the Patience 
of my dear and ſuffering Saviour, that I may 
be diligent in my great Work and Calling, 
however oppreſſed with. worldly Difficultics 
and Diſappointments. : 

Jam ſenſible, O Lord, that I ſuffer no- 
thing which I have not deſerved, and that 
my preſent Sorrows are {mall, in compariſon 
ot what thou mighteſt afflict me with, if. 
thou ſhouldſt puniſh me according to the Se- 
verity of thy divine Juſtice : Give me Patience 
then under this Trouble, let, by Murmur- 
ing and Diſcontent, and making it a Pretence 
tor abſtaining from my religious Duties, a 
worſe Thing may happen unto me. i 
4 O Lord, 
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„ 0 Lord, let neither the Malice of the 
World, nor its Croſſes and Vexations, indil- 
poſe my Mind to receive the ſpiritual Help 
and Comfort of thy holy Ordinances and In- 
ſtitutions; let me not forſake thee my God, 
my Strength, and my Redeemer, becauje 
Man, that is a Worm, may have angered 
and ruffled me. The bleſſed Sac:ament re- 
preſents, unto us an innocent, but ſuffering 
Saviour, a bleſſed Perſon, whom no Trou- 
ble, no Contradiction of Sinners could divert 
tiom the Wort which thou gaveſt bim to do. 
Whether thou giveſt, or whether thou 73. 
keft away, O let me bleſs thy holy Name, and 
acquieice under thy Judgments and Dealings 
with me; remove not from me a Heart to 
love and adore thee, and let thy redeeming 
Grace be a Mercy ſo rooted in my Mind, 
that, in the joyous Reflection thereof, I may 
torget, or not be over-whelmed by the light 
Afflictions which are but for a Moment. 
In the Trouble which J ſuffer give me, 
O Lord, a Wiſdom to difcern the many 
Troubles I am free from, and let me lay my 
Hand upon my Mouth, whilſt I endure the 
cue, in a grateful Senſe of thy Mercy, in 
preſerving me from the other. What Relief, 


O Lord, ſhall I gain, what Comfort ſhall ! 
be.deprived of, in neglecting my Duty? At 
thy-holy Table there is Reit for the Weary 
and Heavy-laden in the Conſequence of my 
Saviour's Sufferings there are Hopes ſufficient 


to alleviate all our Troubles, and to refreſh 
+ | . . OUT: 
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ourſelves in the Multitude of Sorrows, which 
befal us in this State of Miſery ; O let me 
then repair couragiouſly to thy Sanctuary, 
and look to the Hill from whence cometh my 
Help. x 1 5 

6 let me conſider, in my Sufferings, thoſe 
which thy bleſſed Son has endured for us, 
and let his Patience be my Example. Let me 
look upon this Chaſtening as a Proof of thy 


Love, and let it rather inflame than abate my 


Zeal for thy Religion and Service. 42 Ft 

O Father of Mercies, and God of all Com- 
fort, aſſiſt me in this Diſtreſs, when the Ene- 
my of Souls lays Siege againſt me, and ſtrives 
(as in the Caſe of holy Fob, that Mirrour of 
Patience) to make my Sorrows an Occaſion to 
offend thee. O diſſipate the Perplexities and 
Troubles of my Mind, and open my Eyes 
to a View of that future Reward, that Crown. 
of Righteouſneſs, which thou ſhalt give to 
thy ſuffering Servants, when they ſhall have 
fought a good Fight, finiſhed their Courſe, and 
kept the Faith. 

Let theſe Thoughts and Expectations have 
ſuch a Power and Efficacy in my troubled 
Heart, that I may rejoice in the Comfort of 
thy holy Word, approach thy holy Table 
bull of Faith, of Hope, and of Love, and 
Ppear there, like the Metal from the Re- 
lner's Fire, purged from my Droſs and Cor- 
"uption, and converted by thy Word and Sa- 
Taments from my Sins and Imperfections. 
5 O let 
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O let me not refuſe the ſpiritual Nouriſh- 
ment of the holy Communion, for ſo weak a 
Reaſon as temporal Misfortunes ; but, how- 
ever aſſaulted by the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, let thy Command oblige me, and 
thy Promiſes charm and lead me to my Du- 
ty; that, after my Breath and all my Sorrows 
mall ceaſe, I may receive thoſe unſpeakable 
Joys which are prepared for thoſe that, with 
Faith and Patience, wait upon thee the God 
of their Salvation. 

Grant this, O merciful Lord, for his Sake 
who died for me, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Ainen. 


» — 
— 


— 


Some godly and perſuaſive Motives to Humility, 
from a Confideration and Remembrance of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Lowlineſs of Mind, and 
from the ill Conſequences of Pride, and its 
Unjitneſs for the Lord's Table. 


Har have we to be proud of in this 

State of Nature? Of Beauty? that 
is vain and fading; like a Flower of the Field 
it (oon periſhes and decays ; one Fit of I. 
neſs renders us wan and pallid : Age haſtens 
apace which wrinkles and furrows the Face, 
and there are no Beauties but of the Mind 
which are real and laſting. If God is pleal.c 
to diſtinguiſh us from other Works of bis 


Hands by a fairer Form, ſhould that give w 
th 
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the diabolical Quality of Pride ? And ſhould 
we run into a Vice which angers and diſ- 

leaſes him, becauſe he has been ſo good, 
beautifully, as well as fearfully and wonder- 
fully, to make us? | 

The Pride of the Mind to the wile and 
diſtinguiſhing Part of Mankind renders 
the fineſt Perſon moſt odious and con- 
temptible : God has not given us a Form 
to admire ourſelves, but our Creator; and if 
there are any Beauties, of which we have any 
Reaſon to boaſt, the Bluſh of Modeſty and the 
IWhite of Innocence ſtand in the foremoſt Rank. 
Humility and an Affability and Sweetnels of 
Behaviour will give Ornaments to the Per- 
lon, where Nature (in our weak Opinion and 
Apprehenſion) has appeared deficient; for 
Men to be proud who dwell in Houles of 
Duſt is extremely unaccountable. „ 

Thou ſcorneſt thy Fellow- Creature: Alas! 
the divine Providence of God can this Night 
make thee much lower than he; thou haſt 
not worldly Peſſeſſions, he has moſt Grace; 
thou haſt many Eftates, he has many Virtues, 
Who is the greateſt Man? thou that art vici- 
ous, and cloſeſt thyſelf in Cedar, or he that 
is virtuous, and dwelleth in a Cottage? Thou 
art the private Scorn even of thy Dependents 
and Sycophants; he is the Admiration of all 
Good Men, has a Peace of Mind, and the 
avour ot that God, who will ſoon change his 
Cottage for a glorious Habitation, an Houſe 
wet mage with Hands eternal in the Heavens. 
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Why daſt thou deſpiſe thy Brother, or why t 
doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? For we 
muſt all appear before the Fudgment-Seat of c 
Chriſt. Art thou proud of thy moral Honeſty, 
of the worldly Character and Reputation of t 
Men? Think how the Account ſtands be- t 
twixt thee and thy God: Haſt thou rendered } 
unto hin the Things that are his? How many 7 
Sabbaths haſt thou broken, if I may ſo ſpeak, | 
-Cefrauded him of? No Man that rebels a- f 
gainſt the Laws of his Prince can be eſteemed 
honeſt; has he then any Reaſon to be proud j 
of his Honeſty or Righteouſneſs, who in ma- 8 
ny Things rebels againſt and tranſgreſſes the c 
L aw of his God? Doſt thou think thyſelf a 
Letter than another? Give Glory to God and | t 
Net unto thyſelf ; think how ſhort thou com- ! 
eſt of that Chriſtian Perfection and Holinels c 
W ich are required of thee, and humble thy- „ 
ſelf in this State of corrupt Nature where in / 
inc Things we offend all. K 
V 
8 
I 
E 


To obtain the Juſtification of the Publi- 
cen, practiſe his Humility; avoid the ſpiri- 
tual Pride and Self-conceit of the Phariſee; 
and deſire of God to be grerciful to thee a 
Sitiner. © What ſhould we think of the Ser. 
vant,” who ſhould be proud, and vain, and 
the ſelf· opinionated, only becauſe he has done 
-Work for which we feed him, and pay him? 
What Reaſon have we then to be proud, be- 
cauſe we perform our Duty to the God that 

ives us all our Poſſeſſions; who has our 


| preſent and future Life and Happinels > 
| tire 
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tirely in bis Diſpoſal, and by whoſe Provi- 
dence we are daily ſupported ? Is barely to 
do our Duty (and, God knows, the beſt of 
us fail in many Inſtances) the leaſt Founda- 
tion for Pride and Self-conceit ? God re/iſteth. 
the Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble. 
He is with thoſe that are of an humble Spi- 
rit, Pride expelled an angelic Nature from 
Heaven, and will be to us an occaſion of 
falling. „ 
Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor 
from the Weſt, from the North, nor from the 
&uth; it is God that lifteth up, and that 
caſteth down; all Things are in his Hands, 
and if Pride 1s a Sin, and an Abomination to 
the Lord, art thou not afraid of his remov- 
ing thee from a Station wherein thou behav- 
eſt ſo offenſively to him? Pride cometh be- 
fore Deſtruction, and a haughty Spirit before a 
Fall. I have ſhewed the Humility of the 
holy Jeſus, and how can we hear, how can 
ve read of it, and not be aſhamed, and an- 
gry with ourſelves, that we are fo much un- 
like him, and are ſo proud, who are vile 
Earth, and miſerable Sinners? e 
O! how far is Pride from the Temper of 

the humble and condeſcending Saviour of the 
World! Every Suffering, that we-comme- 
morate in the bleſſed: Sacrament, was an Act 
of the greateſt Humility, and Humility is 
that Habit of Mind wherein we fhall Wor- 
thily and acceptably approach his Table, 
uo deſired us to learn this Quality of —4 | 

| ME | 0 
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who was meek, and lowly in Heart. O 
that we would ſo fix our Eyes upon the Hu- 
mility ſhewn by our bleſſed Saviour, as to he 
transformed into his Likeneſs ! O when will 
the Time come, that, laying aſide all Pride, 
Haughtineſs, and Overbearing, we ſhall con- 
deſcend to Men of the loweſt Eſtate, and, 
with the extended Arms of our dear Lord 
and Redeemer, embrace the whole Creation 
of God ; that we ſhall look upon every one | 
as our Fellow-Creature and Fellow-Chriſti- 
an, and bearing with one another, not ſcorn- 
ing and ridiculing, but ſtooping to the Ne- 
ceſſities of our Brethren, follow his Exam- 
ple, who humbly wafhed his Diſciples Feet. 
Though we are ſo apt to deſpiſe thoſe who 
are in mean Circumſtances (and which, by 
the way, is always a Token of our low O- 
riginal, and that we are lifted up beyond out 
Deſerts) though we are apt to look with 
ſuch Contempt and Deriſion upon thoſe in 2 
worſe Habit and Station than ourſelves ; yet | 
our bleſſed Lord has, by his own low Station 
in Lite, ſtamped a Badge of Honour upon 
worldly Sufferings and Poverty. The Way 
of. living which he choſe was poor and lou- 
ly; and though the Beams of divine Ma— 
jeſty ſometimes broke through the dark 
Cloud of his worldly Station; though in 
the mighty Werks which he did the People 
were ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment, and thought 
him worthy of a Throne and Empire; s 
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the humble Saviour of the World would not 
quit his innocent Poverty and Privacy, and 
ſhewed the World that his Kingdom was not 
of this World. 

Let our Thoughts then be on heaveni 
Things; and, inſtead of being proud of what 
is dug out of the Earth, of a little Droſs, 
and worldly Fortune, whoſe greateſt Virtue 
and Uſe are the Good they enable us to do in 
this World; inſtead of ſuch Things lifting 
up our Minds, and ſwelling our Imaginati- 
ons, and Conceit of ourſelves, let us poſſeſs, 
as though we poſſeſſed not, and be humble 
in an high Station, that we may be truly re- 
ſpected, and not reproached, if in the 
Changes and Turns of Life we fall into a 
low one. | 

It is Pride that makes us reſtleſs and un- 
eaſy, and diſcontented in our Station; fretful 
at any Inferiority to another, and ſtriving al- 
ways to climb that Aſcent, which cannot be 
vo high for our proud and lofty Notions of 
| ourtelves, Whereas Humility will make us 
latisfied in a poor Circumſtance, becauſe we 
ſhall think ourſelves unworthy of a better; 
and Pride and Beggary, thoſe too often in- 
parable Companions, will be parted and 
diſunited. 25 
Humility, in a Word, will make us obe- 
dient, and complying to our Superiors, ſub- 
kt to higher Powers, and in all Things 
etking not our ewn, but the Will of our bea- 
veuy Father, He is the true humble Do 

ſtian, 
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ſtian, that imitates in his Deportment the 


- Humility of his bleſſed Saviour; who is 


not puffed up by reaſon of any Excellence, 
any Virtue and Superiority to other Men ; 
whoſe Deſigns are more heroic and gene- 
rous than to ſeek his own Intereſt, or to aim 


and catch at Praiſe and Popularity in any | 


good Action. 

To conclude, though poor and mean in 
Raiment, Humility is a becoming Habit of 
the Mind; a Wedding-garment, in which 


we may worthily appear at the Lord's Table, 


Let us then be concerned chiefly for the 
Praiſe of God, that he may have his Glory 
and Honour, and be indifferent what Man 
ſays, or does unto us. Let us look upon 
ourſelves as poor, and mean, and indigent, 
at his Mercy-ſeat, and with the loweſt Pro- 
= 1 of our Souls go zo tbe Altar of our 
God. 

The Grace of the Lord Jeſus is a Foun- 
tain which we muſt humbly ſtoop to; and 
from his Banquet, rich as it is, the Proud are 
{ſent empty away. Whatever we ſay, whatever 
we do that ſeems meritorious in the Eye of 
the World, let us attribute to the Goodneis 
of God; and let the grateful and humble 
Words of the holy Pſalmiſt in any proſpe- 
rous Event be in our Mouths, Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name be the 
Praiſe. T 7 

Then ſhall we be without that Pride which 
is diſqualifying for a proper Reception of tie 


holy 
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holy Communion 3 and, by carrying to the 
Lord's Table this ſweet and reſembling Fea- 
ture of him, ſhall bring away thoſe Comforts 
and Satisfactions which derive from a wor- 
thy Participation of the Lord's Supper. The 
Lird will be nigh unto them that are of a broken 


Hart, and will ſave ſuch as be humble. My 


dul, inſtead of Riches and Fortune, ſhall 
make her Boaſt of the Lord; the Humble ſhall 
bear thereof, and be glad. 15 
In this Chriſtian Frame of Mind, let us 
then taſte and ſee how gracicus the Lord is, how 
full of Mercy and plenteous Redemption to 
the faithful and humble Communicant at 
his holy Table. | 


175 1 
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A Prayer for Humility. 


GREAT and merciful Lord God, who 
reſiſteſt the Proud, and dwelleſt with 
taole that be of an humble Spirit, be intreated 
to pour into my Heart, the excellent Grace 
of Humility, that I may not think more 
lighly of myſelf than J ought to think, but 
drive from my Thoughts all Self- ſufficiency, 
and that good Opinion, which, without any 
ſezſon, I may have conceived of my own 
P. EET 
Give me the Sight, O Lord, of my own 
"Worthineſs.; and, knowing that I am poor, 
und, and naked, give me the Riches of thy 
1 jo Grace, 
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Grace, the Zight of thy holy Goſpel, and the 


Cloathing of thy Son's Righteouſneſs. Grant f 
that I may be always ſenſible of my Depen- n. 
dance upon thee, and, in all the Affliction: Nun 


which I may ſuffer, lay my Hand upon my | 
Mouth, acknowledging my own Deſert of 
\ Puniſhment, and that I am unworthy the I an 
leaſt of thy Mercies. G 
And grant, O Lord, that T may not only 
walk humbly before thee, but alſo in the MI — 
Sight of Men, and not only ſubmit to 7h 
Chaſtiſements, but al.o to the kind Rebukes 
and wholſome Reproofs and Admonitions of 
my earthly Friends. Grant that I may never 
act nor ſpeak from a Spirit of Contradiction 
or Vain-glory, but in all my Werds and Ac- 
tions be a Follower of my humble and meek 
Redeemer, who was gracious and condeſcend- 
ing to Men of the loweſt Station and Ca- 
Pacity. | 
Give me Grace, O Lord, in Humility of 
Heart, to eſteem others better than my fel, 
and to be content with their Diſeſteem of me, 
that, ſetting at nought the Praiſes of Men, | 
may always ſeek thy Approbation; Grant, V 
Lord, that, inſtead of the low Arts and Dev: 
ces to become popular and applauded in this 
World, it may be all my Care and Indultty 
to render myſelf approved and well-plealing 
in thy Sight, O Lord, who art my Hope and 
my Salvation. 5 
With a Zroken and contrite Heart, With 
Metkneſs and Lowlineſs of Mind, grant! 


may 
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may appear at thy Altar, and there gratefully 
and affectionately remember thy dear Son, 


my adorable Saviour, who humbled himſelf 


unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
Theſe Things I humbly aſk in his Name, 
and through his Merits, to whom with thee, 
and the Divine Spirit, be all Honour and 
Glory, World without End. Amen. 


For Wedneſday Evening. 


| Same perſuaſroe Motives to conform to the Will 


of God, in Imitation of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


4 Hons! is nothing more earneſtly re- 
commended to us throughout the 
whole Scriptures, than our Conformity to 
the Will of God. We have already per- 
ceived it to be the Practice of the holy Je- 


| ſus, who, with the bitter Cup of God for Sin 
in his ouiltleſs Hand, defired not his own Mill, 
but that the ill of his Father might be done; 


and, when he was graciouſly pleated to teach 
us to pray, one of the Petitions of his excel- 
lent Form 15, that God's Will might be done 


on Earth as it is done in Heaven. 


To ſubmit to the Will of the Creator, muſt 
e conteſſed to be the Duty of the Creature, 
ad is the Summary of all Chriſtian Perfe 


don; to yield to his Pleaſure, and be con- 


tormable 
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formable to his Inclinations without Mur 
muring and Oppoſition, engages the Friend 
to the Friend, and occaſions Love and Har: 
mony of Converſation here on Earth; but 
how much more is it our Duty, and what 
happier Conſequences proceed trom making 
God our Friend, by humble Compliance, 
Content and Reſignation to his Will and Ap- 
pointment? 

How eaſy is the Servant, and how free 
from the Uneaſineſs of his Maſter's Anger 
and Diſpleaſure, that complies with his Or: 
ders and Directions, that does not offer hi; 
own Opinion, and ſet his own againſt hi; 
better Judgment : But, knowing what his 
Will and Deſire is, acts in Conformity to it: 
How much more neceſſary in the Cale before 
us, and eſpecially when in any Submiſſion to 
the Will of God, we ſerve ourlelves as well a 
Pleaſe and obey him ? 3 

God permits us to be troubled, and diſpo- 
ſes of us in the Manner he pleaſes, he form: 
the Light, and creates the Darkneſs ; and ſhall 
there be Good or Evil in the City, and the Lum 
bath not done it? Now, from the Fountain of 
all Wiſdom and Goodneſs every Diſpenſatio 
muſt tend to our Advantage; how eaſy then 
ſhould we be, if we practiſed this Virtue, n 
every Storm and Tempeſt of Life ? knowing 
that the Event, ſubmiſſively conformed to, 

muſt in the End turn to our Profit. * 
mould then the Words of Scripture be in? 


our 
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our Mouths, it 7s the Lord, let him do what 
ſremeth him good? 

The true and faithful Chriſtian will not 
be caſt down in Sorrow, for, whatever hap- 


* pens unto him from the Will of God, he 
oe knows will be promotive of ſome Benefit to 
Y him, he knows that the World was redeemed 
by Sufferings and Afflictions. How can he 
be forrowful that acknowledges God's wiſe 
Ml Providence in all Things, and ſubmits to 
ve his Will, becauſe aſſured of his infinite Wiſ- 
JM com and Goodneſs ? 


In all Troubles and Adverſities the beft 
and fateſt Way 1s to ſubmit and reſign to the 
divine Will ; Shall a Man contend with God ? 
Whether we are in Sickneſs, or in Health, 
in good, or in bad Circumſtances, there is 
no Exerciſe more profitable for the Soul, 
nor tending to remove the too frequent 
Impediments to the Lord's Supper, than 
po- entire Submiſſion and Reſignation to the 
ill of Heaven, and to embrace the Good- 
alli b<ls and Mercy of God in all his Dealings 
n vich a Chriſtian and proper Conformity, and 
af in Love, and decent Humility, and Com- 
ion pliance. 
en Live up then your own fallible Opinion, 
in WM gn yourſelf, and truſt to God, and con- 
ing kde in him with an unalterable Affection. 
to, Why doſt thou ſtart and tremble, O thou 
on Ml © little Faith? God will provide, Now is 
ali de Cloud, preſently the Sun-ſhine ; it is the 
our Lord that governs and over- rules: he that 

ferveth 
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ſerveth him ſhall want no manner of Thins 


that is ood When the Winds of the Lord 
blow, he rides ſafely that fixes the Anchor 
of his Hope in God, and ſubmits himſelf to, 
and in all Things puts his Truſt and Conf- ! 
dence in, the Moſt High. i: 
[ 
t 
Godly Meditations on the foregoing Subje?, We 
b 
GOD, my God, far be from me al! 
Murmuring and Diſcontent, all vainſ® 
Reſiſtance and Oppoſition of thy Will and 
Appointment. O let thy Will be mine, l 
and let me not lift up my Hand againſt ti 
Joke of thy wiſe Providence. 0 
The bleſſed Jeſus came to do thy Wil, OB” 
Ged. In the Volume of the Book it is vrt. 
ten of him, He was content to do it; yea, til” 
Law was within bis Heart. Am ] called by” 
his Name? Am! baptized in his Faith and 4 
Religion? Is it not my Glory, will it not de 
my Happineſs to imitate him, and let nll” 
Submiſſion be the Model and Rule of m 
Behaviour? | | ; 
O Lord, art thou pleaſed to afflict me, 
reſign; 11 is thy doing, O teach me Silenc ( 
and Submiſſion, 
It is thy Will and Commandment, © * 
bleſſed Saviour of the World, that | ſhouk 1 
receive this holy Communion ; thou Ma. 
rdered me to do this in Remembrance Y Fo 
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ol chou immaculate Lamb of God, whoſe 
rd Blood ſpeaks better Things than that of A- 
or % I will obey thy Precept. From all Ob- 
to. ſinacy and Diſobedience, good Lord, -de- 
19 liver me; from the Luft of the Fleſh, from 
de Lust of the Eye, and from the Pride of 
Life, O Lord, deliver me. | 

From the great Deſire thou hadſt to eat 
ths Paſſover with thy Diſciples ; from that 


ay Table; from that Love and Charity to 
their Souls there repreſented and remem- 
bered ; from the Benefits of this thy holyInſti- 


* tution, from thy gracious End and Deſign in 
ine, lewing with thy Church this perpetual Me- 
the ria of thy Death and Paſſion, I will con- 

form to thy Will; and if at any Time my 
„O on Indolence, or my own ſpiritual Sloth, or 
Write World, and its Temptations, diſincline 


ö th 
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ain this, as in all other Things, let not my 
Mi, but thine be done. 

ot be 


es ee 


A Prayer for Conformity to the Mill of Ged. 


Jost and merciful Being, whom to fear 
is Miſdom, and on whom to rely is 


it, 0 3 Security, give me Grace to deſire ſuch 
hou hings as may pleaſe thee, and to reſiſt every 
bel enptation to thoſe which anger and offend 


thee, 


; great Humility which invites poor Sinners to 


orindi{poſe me to this Chriſtian Act, O Lord, 


- 4 56 ſou Meditations and Prayers 
thee ; and let my Ways, O Lord, be mage ſo 


direct that I may learn thy Statutes. 

Grant that in Proſperity and Adverſity 1 
may behave acceptably in thy Sight, not 
proudly and imperiouſly in the one, nor faint 
and deſpair in the other; that my chief De- 
light may be in thoſe Things which draw my 
Soul to thee, and my greateſt Averſion to 
thoſe Things which tempt me from my Dy- 
ty and Service. 

O Lord, ſanctify my Sorrows to me, that 
I may improve and amend from thy fatherly 
Corrections. Grant that I may obey thee 
without Regret, ſubmit to thy Will without 
Murmuring, mourn without Dejection, and 


be chearful without Levity and Vanity; grant 


I may be civil to my Neighbour without 
Flattery, reprove him without upbraiding, and 
that my Love may be without Difſimulation. 
O Lord give me ſuch a Conſtancy of 
Mind, that no Trouble may overcome me, 
and ſuch a Faith in thy Promiſes, as may 
make me perſevere in my religious Duties, 
and attend thy holy Ordinances and Iuſtili. 
tions, though the World frowns upon me. 
From thy dear Son's Example of Submil 
fion and Conformity to thy Will, from l 
enduring patiently and ſuffering wrongfully, let 
me be patient and reſigned in Tribulation. 
O Lord aſſiſt me, in all holy Purpoſes and 
| Reſolutions, with thy Divine Spirit, that, with 
a Conſcience cleared from all its Ditorce!s 


. 3 * 9 
and Accuſations, I may receive to 1 
6 


o 
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\ MW Health the bleſſed Sacrament of my Lord's 0 
Supper. | 19M 
E wich me, O Lord, with thy continual 
Grace in this tranſitory State, and, when the 
Number of my Days ſhall be accompliſhed, 
make me Partaker of thoſe heavenly Joys, If 
which the precious Blood of that ſpotleſs 1 
Lamb Jeſus Chrift, has procured for thoſe that Wl 
fear thy Name. 1 
To which holy and merciful Redeemer of 
Souls, with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
eternal Glory and Praiſe. Amen. 


— 


— 


J. AusTin's Prayer, or a Form of Confeſſion. 


d JJErort thy Face, O Lord, I humbly un- 
n. WW fold my guilty Life; if J compare the 
of Faults I have committed with the Stripes 1 
ne, WWF have received, I muſt confeſs the Evils I 
a have done are far greater than the Evils I 
ice, WF fave ſuffered. The Crimes that charge my 
Conſcience are heavy, but thy Chaſtiſements 

we light. ad is 
[ teel, O Lord, the Puniſhment of Sin, but 
continue therein ; my weak Nature faints un- 
der thy Scourges, but my corrupt and per- 
verſe Will grows ſtronger in Vice; the Plea- 
lures and Liberties of the World give me lit- 
tle or no Contentment, yet I cannot bend to 
thy eaſy Yoke, | 
„„ X 1 O Lord, 
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O Lord, Iam a frail and ſinful Creature, 
_ when thou expecteſt Repentance I abuſe thy 
Mercy, and it thou revengeſt my Ingratitude, 
I-repine and murmur at thy Juſtice, Whilſt 
under the Rod I bewail my Offences; as 
ſoon as the Smart is over I forget my Tears. 
If thou ſtretcheſt forth thy Hand I promiſe 
Amendment; if thou ſuſpendeſt thy Wrath 
and Vengeance I break my Vows. Thus I 
accuſe and condemn myſelf, O let me not be 
condemned at thy Judgment-ſeat! Be thou 
merciful, Lord, or I mult be miſerable, and 
according to thy Goodreſs, and not my De- 
ſerts, be gracioully pleaſed to deal with thy 
Servant, through Teſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. © | i 5 


8 
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A Prayer to be uſed at any Time before the 
Bleſſed Sacrament. 


MosT holy and gracious Lord, whe ſo 

loved the World, as to fend thy only 
begotten Son to live for our Example, and 
to die for our Salyation, and haſt inſtituted 
a never-ceaſing Memorial of his Death and 
Paſſion in the bleſſed Sacrament, command- 
ing all that are weary and heavy-laden wit. 
their Sins to receive Cure and Comfort trom 
thoſe ſacred Myſteries, grant that I may come 
fitly, and preparcd to that Feaſt. PRE 
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Give me an unfeigned Repentance for all 
the Omiſſions and Errors of my Life paſt, 
and thy effectual Grace to perform my re- 
newed Covenant, and a hearty Reſolution to 
obſerve and more ſtrictly obey thy Laws and 
the Precepts of thy Goſpel. I deſire, O Lord, 
earneſtly to forſake my Sins and Miſdoings, 
and humbly hope that my Saviour's Merits 
will baniſh them from thy Sight, and pre- 
vent the deſerved Puniſhment thereof. 

Thou art pleaſed to give me the Body an | 
Blood of thy dear Son in an holy, fpiritual 
and Sacramental Manner, O let them feed 
| and refreſh my Soul ; and, after ſo great and 
: divine a Favour as the Patticipation of thy 

Son's ſacred Myſteries, let my Body be a 
a Temple conſecrated to thy Service, and all 
my Thoughts, Words and Actions agreeable 
to thy Will and Precepts, that I may be in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in me: O let me live in the 
Faith of thy dear Son, and in an holy and con- 
tant Communion with him all the Days of 
my appointed Time. 

Grant, O Lord, that the bleſſed Sacrament 
0: his Body and Blood may ſeal my Pardon, 
and be to me a Sign of his Grace, conveying 
all the Benefits of his Death and Paſſion to 
my Soul and Body, that he may be made unto 
me Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sand#ification 
and Redemption, and that 1 may taſte and 
ſee how gracious the Lord is, by the experi- 
enced Satisfcation of an holy and virtuous 

0: 4 Life, 
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Life, by an eaſy Death, and a joyful anc 
bleſſed Eternity. g * 
Let not. O Lord, the Enticements of Sin- 
ners, the Temptations of the Devil, or my 
own Fleſh ever prevail with me again to break 
off this holy Union with: my dear Redeemer, 
or render me an unfruitful Branch of the true 
Vine, to which we are ingrafted by theGoſpel: | 
But let me abide in him, and his Word abide 
in me, that, in all my Wants and Neceſſities, 
I may couragiouſly aſk at his Throne of Grace, 
and it may be granted. As the Branch 
cannot bear Fruit of itſelf except it abide in 
the Vine, no more can I; except I abide in 
thee; I cannot do any thing of myſelf, but 
with thee I can do all Things. O perfect thy 
Strength in my Weakneſs, and let my Faith 
in thee be ſtrong and lively 
O Lord pardon all my former Neglects 
of this holy Ordinanee, and my Uafitnels | 
for ſo ſolemn a Duty. As the Mind 1s 
chiefiy corcerned in the Preparation for the 
holy Communion; let it be always in a devout 
and godly Frame, and let not the World and 
its glittering Decoys and Temptations take 
ſuch Poſſeſſion thereof, as may hinder and in- 
terrupt its pious Motions and Intentions. Let 
no frivolous Exeuſes, or real or pretended Un. 
worrhineſs, abridge me of the frequent and 
comfortable Reception of the holy Commu- 
nion and all the Benefits of my Saviour“ 
Death and Paſſion; and let me examine 
myſelf, and fo eat of that Bread and a_ 
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that Cup, that I may not be judged of the 


Lord; but that the Ranſom; which he has paid 
for all Men, may be effectual ro my Happi- 
neſs and eternal Salvation. te”. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from all Pride, vain 
Glory, and Hypocriſy, from all Envy, Ha- 
tred, Malice and Uncharitableneſs, and let the 
Example of thy bleſſed Son's Patience, Meck- 
neſs, Humility and long Suffering, remove 
from my Heart all Anger, Debate, Swelling 
and Tumult of Soul, and influence me to 
forgive and love all my Fellow-Creatures, as 
he hath loved and forgiven me. 

O Lord, bleſs all thoſe that confeſs thy 


holy Name, let there be no Schiſm nor Div:- 


fion in the myſtical Body of Chriſt; but grant 
that this Seal of Love and Charity may re- 
concile and unite us all in brotherly Love, un- 
til we come to thy heavenly Kingdom, the 
bliſsful Regions of Peace and Harmony. 
Theſe Things I humbly beg and entreat 
for the Sake of Feſus Chrift, our holy and 


merciful Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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Godly Reflections, and Meditations fer 
| Thurſday Mornin g. 12 


On our Bleſſed Saviour*s Averſſon to all Sin. 


Havz called to mind, O bleſſed Lofd, 


L the excellent Virtues of thy moſt holy 
Life; O let me now recollect and remem- 
At 1 ber 
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ber thy Antipathy and Averſion to all Sin; 


that, in order to come clean, and with Hangs 


waſhed in Innocency to the Altar of thy Love, 


I may, from ſo illuſtrious an Example, lay 


alide every Weight, and the Sin which doth 
io ea/ily beſet nme. 
In all other Teachers and Law-givers, be- 


fore Feſus Chriſt the righteous, there was al- 


ways a great Difference to be perceived be- 
tween the Manner in which they conducted 
themſelves, and in the Manner in which they 
taught and exhorted others to live. Every 
Character, the moſt exalted, has beenſeen un- 
Ger the Cloud of human Imperfection, and 


the Seeds of Corruption have never been ſo 


thoroughly eradicated as to perceive in any 
e, but taat Son of Man Jeſus Chriſt, an 
enti e Freedom from Sin, and a Mouth with- 
cut Guile. | 9 5 

The Flame of human Paſſion has never 
been ſo extinguiſhed, but that at ſome 


time or other a Spark of Luſt and Impu- 


rity has been obſerved. The corrupt Nature 
of Man has never been ſo much ſubdued, as 
not to have ſeen in his Life ſome Revolt 
irem the Orders and Directions of God. 
Fierce Nature, in the moſt virtuous Patterns 
of Life, has ſometimes broke its Chain, and 
in many Things we have offended all. 

Men may be, and often are, ſeduced by Error 
of Judgment and Opinion; we are apt to be fur. 
prized in an unguarded Moment, to be ſeduced 


by Intereſt, to be blinded by Prejudice, and 


carrle 
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carried away with Temptations from our 
Stedfaſtneſs and pious Reſolutions. Thus 

we ſee the moſt holy Men and Saints in 
MI Scripture acknowledging and lamenting their 
own Weakneſſes and Imperfections, as well 
as the Sins and Defects of others. Some 
particular Virtues have rendered them illu- 
ſtrious, and ſome Vices have alſo proved 
them to be fallible Creatures, and to partake 
of human Corruptions. 

Mab by his Righteouſneſs, Moſes for his 
Meekneſs, Feb for his Patience, Abraham 
for his Faith, David for his Piety, and St. 
Peter for his Zeal are diſtinguiſhed, with 
many others in holy Scripture, and yet do we 
not perceive their bright Virtues overcaſt and 
clouded with Sin? Did not St. Peter deny 
his Maſter ? Does not the ſame Chapter, 
which relates his Zeal, inform us of his ſhame- 
_ ful Apoſtacy ? Is not the-Piierple of Crit 
f changed into the rough Galilzan ? Does not 

horrid Curſing and Swearing come out of the 

ſame Mouth that opened in ſuch pious Con- 
| feſions of our Lord's Divinity, and in ſuch 
vehement Afſuranees of his Affection and 

Conſtancy to him? And do we not perceive 

him weeping bitterly ? 

How was David's Piety eclipſed by Mur- 

der and Adultery, Job's Patience by the Mur- 

murings which afterwards eſcaped him? How 
was Moſes's Meekneſs ruffled with the Choler 
which we perceive in him, and by running in co 
that Miſtake for which his God ſtopped his 
| „„ Entrance 
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Entrance into the promiſed Land? Abrg- 
. ham's Faith was at one Time eclipſed by Diſ- 
ſimulation, when his Fear of his Life, from 
the Beauty of Sarah, prevailed over Truth 
and Sincerity. Noah's Righteouſneſs was 
blemiſhed by the Exceſs and Intemperance, 
to which at one Time he abandoned himſelf; 
and all thoſe, whoſe ſincere Repentance and 
Reformation have long ſince reconciled them 
to God, and obtained their eternal Peace, 
are ſtill Inſtances of natural Frailty : And 
where, but from the Lord Jeſus, had the 
World an Example and Teacher, who had 
ſinleſs Perfection? | 
But our bleſſed Saviour's Averſion to all 
Sin was as remarkable as his Love of all 
Virtue, He was exempt from all Tranſgreſ- 
fon, and even his Enemies could not help 
giving their Teſtimony thereof, ſurely this 
2s à juſi Man. Pilate, upon the ſtricteſt 
Examination, and after the moſt artful En- 
quiries, declared, be could find no Fault is 
him, and, have thou nothing. ts do with that 
juſt Perſon, was the Remonſtrance of his af. 
trighted Wife, whom divine Providence had 
graciouſly convinced of his Innocence, and 
iven an Earneſt of their Sufferings, who 
Should condemn the guiltleſs Jeſus of Ne- 
E ” / TY. . 4 | 
Judas, who betrayed our Lord, who had 
conſtantly attended him, been the Treaſurer 
of his little Fortune, the ſmall Support of 


his human Nature, if there had mw Fe 


EY 
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leaſt Fraud and Injuſtice, would certainly 
have accuſed him to the chief Prieſts, who, 
for ſuch a Teſtimony of his Guilt, as from 
one of his own Diſciples, would undoubted- 
ly have doubled the Sum and the Price of his 
Perfidy and Treachery. 

When Servants are once prevailed on to 
betray their Maſters, they ſeldom fail in any 
Art of Malice; from their Diſguſts all the 
private Actions of their Families are for 
the moſt part diſcovered, and, if there is 
the leaſt Colour and Pretence, they lay 
hold of it to juſtify their own Conduct; 
but ſtill Judas could not, nor did not offer 
to witneſs any Thing againſt him; he was 
over-awed by that Innocence and Holineſs 
which he knew to be in the bleſſed Fe- 
ſis; from ſuch additional Villainy, and far 
what he had already done, was ſeized with 


ſuch a Remorſe of Conſcience and Horror of 


Mind, as not to be able to bear himſelf up 
againſt his Guilt and Senſe of the Injury he 


| had offered to his kind and unblameable Ma- 


ſter : I have ſinned, ſays he, in that 1 have 
betrayed the innocent Blood, and, caſting down 
the thirty Pieces of Silver, went and hanged 
bimſelf. 

When our dear Lord was condemned and 
crucified, one of the Thieves, which was cru- 
hed with him, made an open Profeſſion of 
bis Freedom from all Sin, this Man bath done 
nthing amiſs. No Temptation, no Hopes of 
iy Advantage could force this from him; it 
X 5 | x could 


— 
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could profit him nothing, but it was by the 
gracious and powerful Providence of God. 
O how happy ſhould we be in an Imitation 
of him, whom no Malice, no Enemy could | 
prove the leaſt Ill againſt! He was void of 
all Ambition, had no aſpiring Thoughts, 
which was proved by that Poverty and mean | 
Station, which he could in a Moment have | 
altered. | TE 
Though ſuperior to the whole World and 
to Angels themſelves, hz had not the leaſt 
Pride ; took upon him the Form of a Ser- 
yant, condeicended to waſh his Diſciples 
Feet; was as ready to heal the poor Man at 
Hetbeſda, as to oblige the Nobleman. His 
Miracles were performed without any Vanity 
er Oftentation ; he charged the Objects of 
is Compaſſion to tell no Man, not to pub- 
L ſh his Actions; and all that Pride and De- 
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buſy Intermeddling in the Concerns of others, 
except to do them good; and never inter- 
meddiedin the private Affairs of Men and of 
Families; of which his Anſwer to the ws 
contending Brothers in the Goſpel, who deſu- 
ed him to order a Diviſion of the Inberilance, 
was a manifeſt Proof; Vo made me 4 Lord 
or a Judge over you ? 


5355 | - 
| He 
* * & * 


1 

[] | ire of worldly Applauſe, which ſo oiten 

18; ully the Virtues and good Actions of Men, 
| | were removed far from the Heart of the ho- 

1 ly and humble Jeſus. . 
1 He was averſe to all Inquiſitiveneſs and 

1 


preparatory to the SACRAMENT. 407 
He never ſhewed. the leaſt Inclination to 
Revenge or Reſentment, and performed no 


Miracle to ſhew his Power over any Enemy. 


He bore not the leaſt Malice nor Antipathy 


againſt one; would not, though he might 


have commanded Fire from Heaven to de- 
ſtroy his Oppoſers; but, inſtead thereof, or- 
dered the Shord, drawn in his Defence, to be 
put up in in its Sheath , declared himſelf an 
Enemy to all - Cruelty and Blood-ſhedding, 
that he was not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, 
but to ſave them. 1 

He lived and died in perfect Charity with 
all Men, beſtowed Tears for the Misfortunes 
of the Fewws his Enemies, as well as for the 
Death of Lazarus his Friend; and ſhewed 
an utter Averſion to Joy when an Enemy 
falleth, which is ſo much the Practice of an 
evil and cenſorious World. | 

He was an Example, to wicked and undu- 
tiful Children, of Obedience to Parents, and 
was ſubject to thoſe, who, in the Fleſh, ſtood 
in ſuch Relation to him. EE 

All Accounts of him, after his Death, te- 
ſtify his Inoffenſiveneſs; no ſingle Vice or ill 
Habit is recorded of him. He promoted 
the Peace of Feruſalem, and diſturbed no 
Government: He made his Eſcape from 
thoſe, who would have taken him by Force 


and made him a King; and, though no Pow- 


er of Herod or Cæſar could have reſiſted him, 
ived a quiet and upright Lite, without en- 
| couraging 
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= 


couraging in the leaſt any Sedition or In- 


ſurrection. | 
Hie that could feed and ſuſtain thouſands 
in the Wilderneſs, could have raiſed and 
mantained an Army, without human Means, 
or the uſual Supplies and Sinews of War; 
but he, on the contrary, paid Tribute, | 
taught Subjection to, and would oppoſe the 
Powers that were. 5 
In every the leaſt Sin how do we then dif- 
fer from the divine Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith; and, as well to avoid all Iniqui- 
ty, as to practice every Virtue, he made 
himſelf an Example, that we ſhould follow ih 
WD. AEST 
He is our Lord, we are his Servants, and 
is it not juſt and reaſonable that the Servant 
ſhould imitate and conform to the Inclinati- 
ons, the Sentiments, and Actions of his 
Maſter ? Christ is our Captain and our Lead- 
er, we are Soldiers under his Banner; is it 
not reaſonable that we obey his Orders, and 
follow our Commander ? He is the Head, 
and we are the Members; is it not natural 
that they ſhould be directed by, and receive 
their Motions from him? | 
It is our Intcreft alſo to follow his Steps, 
and what Motive can make a greater 
Impreſſion upon us? if we endeavour to 
be like him without Sin, we ſhall be like 
him in the Kingdom of his Glory: what 
has corrupted our Nature, and made Us 
depart from our original Purity and 2 
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city, is Sin; that which can re-eſtabliſh-us in 
the divine Favour, make us recover the - 


mage of God, which Sin has defaced, and re- 
ſtore to us our loſt Happineſs; is an Imita- 


tion of our bleſſed Saviour's Righteouſneſs, 
and his Averſion to all Sin. . 
How do we depart from this Copy, how 
unlike are we to the faultleſs Jeſus, when we 
only keep from the Sins which we have no 


Paſſion for nor Reliſh of, and which can 


hardly be called Virtue, and indulge ourſelves 
in the Practice of a favourite and darling 
Vice, which, like a wet Garment, clings 
and fticks cloſe to us ? Let us but endeavour 
and ftrive with ourſelves to forſake the Sins 
which we like, and are addicted to; and our 
Reformation, and the happy Conſequences of 
it, both here and hereafter, will not be ſo 
difficult. a 5 | 

O, how pleaſing would it be to the Lord 
and Commander of the Chriftian Duty of 
the Sacrament, to ſee his Servants ſacrificing 
their moſt beloved Luſts, and endeavouring 
to appear at his Table with an Averſion to 
all Sin, and not letting evil Thoughts and 
Affections unite with good Deſires and In- 
tentions, and, like Satan with the. Sons of 
God, join with our Devotions at this holy 
Communion, | | 
How Praiſe-worthy will be the Attempt, 
to root out every Sin from the Heart, and 
to aſk ourſelves the Queſtion, in any Temp- 


ution or Inclination to a particular evil Ac- 


tion, 


* 
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tion, Would my bleſſed Saviour have done 1 
it? Am Ia Chriſtian? How unworthy am! t 
of this high Appellation, if I will not en- h 
deavour to carry this Feature of my Lord, t 
in abſtaining from this Sin? I do not follow M / 
his Steps, I do not make him my Example, 
without I ſtrive to forſake all Sin, ſince there M 2 
was not one to which, in our Nature, he had 
not an Averſion. 7 
Do we value ourſelves that we are not co- Ml * 
vetous ? Perhaps we may be waſteful, aud 

_ -,cqnſume idly and vainly what would {crve Ml * 
the Neceſſitous. Let us remember that our Ml 
bleſſed Saviour ordered the Fragments to be 
gathered up, that nothing be loſt. Impru- 
dence, and Waſte of the Creatures which 
God ſends, was what, with other Faults, our 


bleſſed Saviour was averſe to. 
Do we appear zealous in the Cauſe of Vit 
tue? Do we hate the very Sight and Practice 
of thoſe Enormities, which bring Men to pub- 
lic Shame and Infamy ? We do well; but then 
are we not cruel and implacable, are we not 
_ eager to puniſh the public Crimes of others, 
and forgetful of our own private Vices, and are 
not our Hands readier to throw Stones at other 
Offenders, than to ſmite our own Breaſts for 
our ſecret Faults? Let us ſee the Mercy of 
our dear Lord and Saviour, his Averſion, 
amongſt other Things to 1515 T emper of 
Mankind, in being {6 outragious againſt an 
offending Brother, and ſo blind to and incon- 
ſiderate of our own Failings: How did 2 n 
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tence the Clamours, and give the poor de- 
\1 WM te&ed Adultereſs an Opportunity to recollect 
n. her Crimes, and repent, in his cutting Words 
d, to her ſevere Acculers, . that he without Sin 
V ſhould caſt the firſt Stone. 
le, To be like our bleſſed Lord, let us chace 
ere and drive away every Spark of Cruelty and 
ad ſevere Reſentment, and ſtrive to reprove one 
another in the Spirit of Meekneſs. He wrote 
o- with bis Fingers on the Ground whillt the be- 
nd MW fore-mentioned Acculers of the Adultereſs 
ve W vere making their loud Complaints of her 
ur WI finful Conduct, to intimate to us that he did 
be not love Slander, nor took any Pleaſure in 
u- WI attending to ill-natured Accuſations; from 
ch whom we have an Example not to be fond 
ur of Detraction; and, inſtead of writing on the 
Ground, and ſeeming inattentive, ſo willing 
ir- ud ready. to hear ill of others. 
ice He beheld Sinners with a tender Concern 
b· and Deſire to bring them to Repentance and 
en dave them, he wept for and was never pleaſed 
Fol with the Offences of his Neighbours, never 
„ iumphed over the ſpiritual or temporal Fall 
ef another; but ſhewed that bright Image 
cr and Diſpoſition of his heavenly Father in not 
or WI «firing the Death of a Sinner, but that he 
of WW ſhould be converted and live. This is a 
n, Temper of Chriſtian Love and Charity, which 
of n becomes us to imitate. 5 
an In a Word, on all Occaſions, and in all 
Circumſtances, how neceſſary is it for us to 
learn of our Lord, both his Practice of Vir- 
tue and his Averſion to all Sin, receiving 
from 
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from this Grace of God which hath appeared, 


and 'to whoſe Table we are approaching, the 


excellent Leſſon to deny all Ungodlineſs and 


worldly Luſts, and, that we may never be 


unfit for the bleſſed Sacrament, to live ſoberh, 
righteouſly, and godly in this prefent Wirld. 


4 -- - 


1 — 
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A Prayer from the foregoing Meditations and 
Reflections. 

Hol v and bleſſed Lord, the pure and 

undefiled Redeemer of the World, 


who lived for our Example, and died for our 


Salvation, aſſiſt me with thy reſtraining 
Grace, that, in the many Temptations and 
Decoys to Evil, I may make thee my great 


Example, who did no Sin, nor had Guilt 
found in thy Mouth. | 


O Lord, inſtead of thy Aver ſion to all Sin, 


to how many Vices and evil Practices am! 
addicted? All my unprofitable Services are 


attended with many Failings and Omiſſions, 
and, if the Spirit is willing to perform the Of. 
fices of thy Religion, the Fleſb is weak and 
inactive; the Soul is clogged and hindered 
in its ſpiritual Operations; and, O wretched 
Sinner bat I am ! when I would do gov, 
Evil is preſent with me. 

O thou, who canſt alone order the unruly 
Wills and Affections of Men, cleanſe the 


Thoughts of my Heart, andpurity my * 
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and Actions, that I may not offend with my 
Tingue,nor employ my Hands in Wickedneſs. 
Give me the Wiſdom to conſider, that he 


co faid,. Do not kill, ſaid allo, Do not commit. 


Aultery; and, that by offending in one Point! 
am guilty of all, by acting againſt the Au- 
thority of him that has enjoined univerfal Obes 
fence : Strengthen me, O Lord, to withſtand 
the Corruptions of my Nature, the Proneneſs 
of my Heart to Evil, and the many Snares 
and Devices of Satan: When I think I fland, 
give me Grace to take heed left I fall, ond to 
walk carefully and circumſpectly in theſe 
Days of Evil. | = 
O teach me to defy and reſiſt myſelf, the. 


domeſtic Enemies of my Peace and Happi- 


neſs, the Fleſb that ſtriveth againſt the Spirit, 
the ſtrong Paſſions which excite and move 
me to Evil ; It is a fearful Thing to fall into- 
the Hands of the living God in this State of 
din and F railty: To whom ſhall I go, thou, O 
* Jeſus, haſt the Words of eternal: 

ie, | 
O Saviour of the World, who haſt re- 
deemed me by thy Merits, enlighten me with 
thy Truth, and regenerate me by thy divine 
Spirit, that I may be a new Creature, and, 
by continually fixing my Thoughts and At- 
tentions to thy holy Example, learn thy Ha- 
red to and Abſtinence from all Sin and De- 
ceit. Grant, O bleſſed Lord, that I may 
nutty the Fleſh with the Affections and 
Luſts, and by thee, who art the SEE. 
| in, 
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merciful Redeemer, my only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 


Some Motives and Directions to frequent . 


QUCH is the Nature of Sin, that it not 
0 only degrades the human Nature, fink: 


gains Root, and becomes fortified by Præctice, 
and deprives us of the Favour and Friend 
ſhip of God, who, from the Purity of b 
- own divine Nature, cannot but hate Sin. 


the Book of Wiſdom, are alike an Abonits 


* 


Juſtly takes us for his Enemies, and it is jor 
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Sin, and alſo Example of godly Life, be en 


abled to forſake every evil Habit; that, hun. Af 
gering and thirſting after Righteouſneſs, 1 
may be filled with thy Grace and heaven H 


Henediction, that, from praiſing and glorify kin 


ing thee in thy Church militant on Earth," 
and attending thy gracious and holy Ordi- Fa 
nances here below, I may fing eternal Halle 


lujahs around thy celeftial Throne, in the be 


Aſſembly of Angels, and in the Church of H 
Firſt-born wwhoſe Names are written in Heaven, 
Grant this, I beſeech thee, O holy and 0 


— 


0 
— 


* 


feffion and Sorrow for Sin. 


ing us below the Brute, who has never dh 
fended its Creator; but, whilſt remaining 1. 
the Soul, unconfeſſed and unrepented cf 


e / ( 


The Sinner and the Sin, it is ſaid, in tbr 


tion to the Lord; whilſt we are Sinners, G0 
din 


* 
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Sin only that he ſends many Judgments and 
Affictions upon us. 
From his infinite Goodneſs nothing but 
Happineſs and Eaſe could flow to Man- 
kind, whom he has created in his own I- 
mage, to glorify and ſpeak his Praiſes upon 
Farth ; but Sin has turned the Courſe of divine 
Favour from the Sinner, it changed Man's 
beauteous Eden, into a Wilderneſs of Sor- 
row, and is the Foundation of all the preſent 
and eternal Miſery, from which that bleſſed 
Perſon could alone redeem us, who knew no 
Sin, and could offer up, in his own Perſon, a 
perfect Sacrifice, without Spot or Blemiſh, 
By ſinful and unworthy Actions we tram- 
ple under Foot the Law of God; in all 
thoſe wicked Pleaſures, which are ſo impru- 
dently and incautiouſly run into, we give our 
God, our Strength and Protector, the greateſt 
Wo Viiguſt; and, if he were a Being capable of 
not 6% we ſhould ungratefully Hic our beſt 
nk: nend, by Iniquities and Tranſgreſſions: As 
., we anger and provoke him to Wrath, 
g in ho had rather heap his Mercies and Favours 
pon us; and, left we ſhould blaſphemouſly 
ice, think, that he is ſuch a one as ourſelves, be- 
nd: ve he is long ſuffe iug and ſpares us, to 
bs be if we will repent; by his Judgments he 
lometimes convinces us of his Diſapproba- 
don of Sin, and by that Means reproves, 
by ſets before us the Things which we have 


Upon 
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Daughter of Mlittion, that moves thereupc 
is a Mark and Character of the divine Wrath 


turn again to our Duſt? How can we expel 


dulge ourſelves in Sin, and love, and cheriſh, 


been ſhewn, took our Nature upon him 
without this diſpraceful Blot which Sin has 
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Upon this Theatre, of a World full o 170 
Trouble and Miſery, God has ſhewed his ind. 
finite Hatred of Sin, and every Son anMyo 


againſt Sin. Let us, then, thus reaſoi 
with ourſelves: Does God hate Sin? And i 
he the God by whom we live, and mo 
and have our Being? Does our Life an 
Breath depend upon his Providence? If hi 
takes away our Breath, muſt we die, an 


his Mercies and Protections, whilſt we rende 
ourſelves ſo diſagreeable and diſpleaſing to 
him? To | 

Should we love and favour the Child that va 
always rebelling againſt and making us uneaſ⸗ 
ſpeaking and acting with the greateſt Und 
tifulneſs towards us? How can we then in 


hat the great God hates and abhors? Howc 
we move under his bright Canopy, his Fir 


mament of Sun, Moon, and Stars, made 
to revive and comfort us; and delight] «: 
in Practices, which the Author and Giver vi 0 
all good Things ſo much. diſlikes and dulap 

| t 


proves of ? k | 

That we might therefore have an Exam: C 
ple, as well as Precept, to move us to f 
eontrary Practice, our bleſſed Saviour, it ha 


brought «por it; and though he . 
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opens like as wwe are, yet he excepted againſt 
in dis Diſgrace of the human Species. He 
would generouſly ſuffer to prevent the eter- 
| Mifery of our Sins, be /ifzed up to heal 
our Bite of the Serpent; but would not be 
mpted himſelf into any criminal or unwor- 
thy Action. | : "A, 
How beautiful is our Lord's Hiſtory in the 
Goſpel, thus free from Sin, and without Guile in 
bis Month; and what a Luſtre would an Imi- 
tation of his Innocence throw upon his 
church? How would God be pleaſed, as 
have obſerved, with ſuch reſembling Fea- 
turesand Qualities of his dearly beloved Son. 
But, alas! Our corrupt Nature is as averſe 
to all Good, as he was to all Sin; and it is 
vith great Difficulty, that either the ſweet 
Voice of the Charmer can lead us to a Practice of 
our Duty, or the Rod of divine Wrath move 
us to Repentance. | | 
With all the Knozwledge, which the Learned 
gather up from their Parts and Induſtry, there 
5 none of greater Uſe than the Knowledge of 
ourſelves, and of the Things which belong to 
dur Peace, and which are to be attained from 
the Exhortations of the Word: of God. By 
the Voice of holy Scripture, * the Bacgſliding 
Children are called upon to return, and God 
vill heal their Bacꝶſlidings; and their Anſwer 
8, Behold we come unto t hee, for thou art the 
Lird our Ged. 5 
Ner 


Fer Ml: kd 
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Nor let us think that it is a proper RepenÞ" 
tance, . which outwardly profeſſes ſome Sor pep 
row and Concern for Sin, without leading y 
to Reformation. From delicate Natures, aff” 
from Children, Tears may flow from th4 
lighteſt Occaſions, and the Heart be in M" 
manner unmoved and unaffeted. That Sor 
row for Sin, which has no Influence upon our 
ſelves, can have none upon God; it is Con 
verſion from Sin, and Amendment of Like” 
proceeding from Confeſſion, Contrition and 
Humiliation which come under the Appell. 
tion of a godly Sorrow, and which conſtitute; 
true Repentance not to be repented of. 

| To enter then into the ſerious and proper 
Repentance, required of thoſe who come to the 
Lord's Supper, let us examine ourſelves, and 
endeavour to find out the Number and Hei- 
nouſneſs of our Sins and Provocations, and, 
without any Partiality to ourſelves any Dil 
guiſe or Equivocation, in the Preſence ot an 
all-knowing and all-ſeeing God, confeſs and ac: 
knowledge them. From which Duty we have 
an Aſſurance in the Holy Scripture, that he: 
faithful and juſt to forgive us cur Sins, andi 
 eleanſe us from all Unrighteonſneſs. | 
_ To confeſs our Faults is the firſt Step to 
Amendment, and the Beginning of good 
Works. : 9 
Let us then call to mind our Saivour 3 
Freedom from and Aver/ion to all Sin, and 
ſee how unlike we are, how far ſhort We 


come of that great Pattern, Let us call to 
Gs | mind, 
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mind, inſtead of Averſion from, the Sins we 
re lo mich inclined to, how they daily mul- 
ply and increaſe againſt God, our Neigh- 
aur, and our ſelves. Let us reflect on the 
mpurity of our Deſires, the Wickedneſs of 
ur Words, and the Evil and Injuſtice of our 
Actions. . 52 8 
Let us conſider how far we have followed 
ur Inclinations, and indulged our Paſſions; 
rom which Scrutiny there are none but will 
we Reaſon to confeſs, in the Words of 
cripture, that they are more than they are able 
jo expreſs. | | 
lngratitude againſt God is a general Sin, 
nd adds a particular Enormity to the reſt. 
hat Benefits muſt we confeſs to have re- 
aved from God, and what Abuſes of them 
nd ill Returns to our divine Benefactor? 
How many good Actions of his holy Spi- 
t do we deſpiſe, and make unprofitable to 
Let us confeſs, for we cannot deny our 
any Offences. How often have we receiv- 
a the bleſſed Sacrament? Where are the 
Fruts thereof? If the Love of Chrif ſhould 
wound in our Hearts, for the many Suffer- 
gs for us there repreſented, has it given us. 
s Averſion to Sin, which occaſion<d thoſe 
hefferings? In a word, let us confeſs, how ma- 
good Actions have been buried under our 
Fuquities, and in what a barren and unfruitful 
B the precious Seed of the Goſpel has been 
n. 
from ſuch Confeſſion of mn | 
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the Juſlice of God will be proved, and his Pre 
vidence cleared from all juſt Cauſe of Com 
Plaint, when his Hand is upon us, and w. 
.can never enough admire that infinite Good 
neſs, who permits his glorious Sun to ſhin 
on us, and his refreſhing Rain to fall, whi 
| Heaps ſo many Mercies and Favours up 
on fuch undeſerving Creatures. — 

The Confeſſion of our Sins is, at the ſamt 
Time, a Confeſſion and Acknowledgmen 
of his glorious and divine Attributes. And 
having deſerved God's Judgments by $i 
we ſhall take the beſt Method to procure hi 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs, by the Converſio 
from thoſe Sins which muſt ſo confound y 
an Confeſſion. As we turn from our $i 
God will turn away his Wrath from us 
give us his Protection and conſtant En 
joyment of his Bleſſings in this World, and 
after our Departure from this State of Na 
ture and Infirmity, an Elevation to immor 
tal Glory and Felicity. 


— — — 2 — — — 
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Ads of Confeſion, Contrition, and Hymiid 


tion. 


F Confeſs, O Lord, that, ſince my laſt Pu, 

poles and Reſolutions of Amendment, i 
| have, at divers Times and in ſundry Mat 
ners, offended thee, O Father of Mercies, 
and God of all Comforts. 1 
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have too much encouraged inſtead of re- 
fiſting Temptations, and have not kept my 
Heart with that Diligence which thou haſt re- 
quired. I have been too negligent in putting 
away evil Thoughts, have not kept my 
Mind conflantly exerciſed in holy and devout 
Cogitations, nor thought ſo well of thee, and 
ſo humbly of myſelf, as I ought to have 
done. 

[ have uttered many vain and unprofitable 
Words, and have not ſpoken of my Neigh- 
bour with that brotherly Reſpect and Chari- 
ty, with that Allowance for human Frailty 
and Infirmity, as I ought to have done, and 
W I would others ſhould ſpeak of me. I 
have been quicker- ſighted into their Miſtakes 
and Errors than into my own, and have not 
ſhewed that Compaſſion to their Defects, 
vhich becomes one Fellow-creature and Chri- 
lian to another. | 

O Lord, I humbly confeſs, that I have 
not performed my religious Duty, with that 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, that Purity and 
Love of thee, as 1 ought, but too much tor 
ome worldly Reſpect, or ſome carnal View 
ad Expectations. I have been too much at- 
lched to the World and my Pleaſures, and 
ure been often wear in well doing; withing 
bran End of godly Diſcourſes and Exerciſes, 
ind glad to be ſoon diſpatched from thy 

Houle, and from thy holy Word. 

| confeſs, O Lord, that I have been eaſily 
rovoked, and hard to be intreatcd ; too 


mor 


milid 


: 4 willing 


4 + . 
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at this Time call to my Remembrance, be 


Reſtore thou me who am penitent, accord 


willing to hear and believe IIl of my Neigh- 
bour; too pleaſed with Defamation, and too 
apt to bear an III-will and Antipathy to 
others. I have been ſoon angry and impla- 
cable, not ſo willing to forgive and ſhew 
Mercy, as to receive Forgiveneſs ; I have 
been too falſe and inſincere in my Friend- 
{hips and ſolemn Engagements, unfaithful 
in my Promiſes to thee and to my Neigh- 
_— 7 

I have been, O Lord, too much diſquiet- 
ed for worldly Troubles and Diſappoint. 
ments, and too little moved with a Senſe of 
my Sins againſt thee. I have ſought the 
Praiſes of Men more than thy Approbation, 
and been more rivited and affected to earthly 
Things, than to' Things of a heavenly and 
{piritual Nature. 

I confeis, O Lord, that I have not been 
fo thankful to thee as I ought, for all the 
undeſerved Favours of thy gracious Provi- 
dence; that I have attributed my Succeis lc 
and good Fortune in Life more to mylcli WM > 
than to thee, and have done Sacrifice to my Net; 
not recollecting, as I ought, thy over-ruling 
Power, and that thou art the firſt Caute wr 
Mover of all Things, from whom every g0 


and every perfect Gift cometh, | 
For all which, and whatever elſe I cannot 


leated, O. mercitul Father, to forgive me. 
dpare me, O God, who contets my Faults: 


in- 
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ing to thy Mercies declared unto Mankind 
in Chriſt Feſu, my Lord. 


Pitifully behold the Sorrows of my Heart. 
God be merciful to me a Sinner. 

O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, receive my Prayer. 

Son of God, I beſeech thee to hear me: 
O grant me thy Peace; and, in the Multi- 
tude of the Sorrows which I have in my 
Heart, let thy Comforts refreſh my Soul. 

Hear me, O Lord, how I mourn in my 
Spirit, and am vexed. „„ 


: | love thee, O Lord my God, above all 
y Things. How aſhamed and ſorry am I to 


0 have lo often offended thee; accept the Sa- 
crifce of my troubled Spirit; a broken and 

: 2 contrite Heart thou wilt not deſpiſe. I ac- 
de knowledge my Tranſgreſſion, and my Sin is 
i. Wor before me. I am ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to 
is ada new Life, Lord be thou my Helper; 
Le me thy aſüſting and reſtraining Grace: 
„; Make me a clean Heart, O God, and renew 
aright Spirit within me. | 

Lord increaſe my Faith, ſtrengthen my 
Hope and my Charity. | 

Crant that | may fand in Awe, and fin 
wr; commune with my own Fleart, be ſtill, and 
doe that theu art Ged, and offer the Sacri- 
4 ot Righteouſneſꝭ, and put my Truſt in 

ee. . 

Glory be to the Father, and to the San, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. N 
| Y 2 A. 


O Son of David have mercy upon me. 
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As it was in the Beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, World without End. Amen, 


= IT 4 


— — 


4 Prayer for Pardon of Sin. 


; ETERNAL God, and Judge of Men, 
extend thy Mercy and Compaſſion to 
me, thy proſtrate Servant, who have con- | 
teſſed and heartily bewailed my many Sins 
and Tranſgreſſions. : 
O give me thy Grace, to keep my Promi- 
ſes and Reſolutions of Amendment, that ] 
may no more abandon myſelf to Sin, but 
deteſt it as much as I have loved it, and 

live and die in thy Faith and in thy Fear, O 
Fountain of Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, 
who witteſt to be gracious, and wouldelt | 
not the Death of a Sinner. 

O let me not leave one Sin unbaniſhed 
from my Heart; help me, O Lord, to ex- 
tirpate any ſtubborn Root of Iniquity, and 
keep me from the Vices which do moſt annoy | 
me, and with which my Paſſions and Inclinati- 
ons are in a ſhameful Confederacy. O let me 
£mbrace thy Means of Amendment, Praycr 

and Meditation, and all thoſe godly Exerct- | 
ſes, which tend to the keeping off and ſub- 
duing all worldly Temptations. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for theſe Thoughts 
and Deſires of thy Grace, that thou halt ſo 
long waited for and given me Time to fe- 

pent, who might have taken me away in " 
; | | mM 
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midſt of my Sins, cut me off in my looſe and 
unguarded Moments, and thrown me, as I 
deſerved, into everlaſting Torments, 

J bleſs thee, O Lord, ter the Sacrifice of 
that immaculate Lamb, through whom we 
fiy to thee for Succour, in all Evils, ſpiritu- 
al and temporal, in all Trouble of Body and 
Mind; and from whoſe Merits and Satisfac- 
tion we can alone expect Pardon and For- 
giveneſs. Regard, O Lord, thoſe Wounds 
tor my Tranſgreſſion, whilſt thou beholdeſt 
the Sins and Frailties of my Nature. - 

O pardon what is paſt, and create in me a 
new Heart, that, lamenting my Sin, and ac- 
Knowledging my Wretchedneſs, I may ob- 
tein of thee, the God of all Love and Com- 
paſſion, perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, 
turough Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


— 44 


For Tnurspay EVENIN G. 


n Enquiry into the Nature of a Tur 
| REPENTANCE. 


92 of the Things required of us, in 
our Communion- Office, is to repent, be- 
'vre we approach the Lord's Table: It ſeems 
therefore neceſſary for us perfectly to under- 
ſtand the Nature of a Duty, ſo proper to be 
periormed by ſinful Creatures, and ſo pre- 


Peratory to the bleſſed Sacrament. 


A 2 | With 


486 Meditations and Prayer: 
With regard to Repentance, as to many o- 
ther Duties of Religion, the Appearance, more | 
than the Reality of it, is conſidered by us. There 
is no Miſtake which Men more naturally run 
into, than a formal and outward Perform- 
ance of Duty. Real and unaffected Religion, 
fuch as ſeeks not the Praiſes of Men, but of | 
Ged, is not ſo much as I could wiſh the Prac- 
tice of thoſe, who call themſelves Chriſtians. _ 
The Acts of a viſible Devotion, where the 
Heart is not much engaged, are extremely fa- 
ſhionable in theſe as in the antient Ji Times, 
when many Faſts and Sacrifices, dijtorting of | 
Faces, and other Appearances of Repentance | 
and Humiliation, were frequently kept and | 
obſerved amongſt them ; would to God that | 
Juch a Spirit of Judaiſ, which reduced Re- 
i gion only to external Performances, was | 
quite loſt and buried under the Ruins of heir 
Snagtgue; but it is ſtill unhappily viſible | 
a mongſt us, and compoſes too great a Part | 
ct their Religion who profeſs the Goſpel. | 
To ſet thoſe People right the Prophets of 
the Lord took great Pains, and one of them 
c ſpecially, in a very ſtrong and lively Man- | 
ner, lets them into the Nature of that Re- 
pentance, which would appeaſe an angry | 
God, and be more acceptable and prevalent | 
with him than all their New Moons, Sabbaths, 
and outward Offices and Shews of Religion, 
which they were punctual in the Obſervance 
of, but gained no Help nor Advantage from, 


becauſe their Hearts were not whole with _ 
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The Prophet 1/aiah thus exhorts them, and 


ſhews us what is TRUE REPENTANCE , 
Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the Evil of 
your Doings from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, &c. From which 


Text of Scripture it appears, that true Re- 


pentance regards our paſt Conduct and that 
which is 4 come, conſiſts in an unfeigned 
and hearty Sorrow for the Sins we have com- 
mitted, and a Care and Watchfulneſs to a- 
mend and behave better for the future. 


Sin is repreſented to us in ſacred Writ un- 


der many and various Zmblems, ſometimes, 
as a Tyrant, puts us under Yoke and Slave- 
ry. Let not Sin, ſays St. Paul, REIGN in 


wour mortal Bodies, that ye ſhould obey it in the 


Liſts thereof. Inu another Place it is called a 
Sleep, wake theu that ficepeſt. It is repre- 
ſented alfo as an Entrance into the Grave; 
Ariſe from the Dead. At another Time, as ai 
od Habit that ought to be put off. But 
there is no Image which better acquaints us 
with the Nature of Sin than as Filth and Pol- 
lution; Cleanſe ye, lays St. Paul, from all 


 Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit: This conveys 


a very juſt Idea of Sin, which ſpots and 
ſtains the Mind of Man. 

How pure did Man come out from the 
Hands of God ! but, as ſoon as he was ſeduced, 
became vile and impure ; his Reaſon was e. 
Clipſed, his Underſtanding darkened, and his 
Mind was poſſeſſed of low and baſc Paſſions ; 
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488 Meditations and Prayers 
to this miſerable State Sin reduced him, and 
yet, by the free Grace and Redemption of 
God in Chriſt Zeſus, he might ſtill be happy, 
if, with the ſame Care and Readineſs as he 
lent: his Ear to the ſeducing Serpent, he 
would liſten to the Voice of the Charmer in 
Scripture, who calls him to Repentance. 

And here it may be ſaid, that Sin, as a 
Violation of God's Law, can only be de- 
Rroyed, and its Effects prevented by that 
Being who has been offended; that Da- 
vid calls upon God to waſh him thercughly 
rem his Iniquity, and to cleanſe him frei his 
Sin, THAT 1s, to pardon and have Mercy 
upon him. God be merciful to me a Sinner, 
ſays the Publiſaan. . 

It muſt be confeſſed, that we can do no- 
thing of ourſelves, without the Aſiſtance 
and Influence of divine Grace; a Propor- 
tion whereof God has given us, that, with | 
regard to the Corruption and Infection of 


our Nature, as we procured it for our- | 


ſelves, that we ſhould labour to get rid of it, 
and put a Hand ourſelves to the Work ; and 
therefore we are exhorted to waſh and cleanſe 
ourſelves from the Filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit. It now remains to ſee in what Manner 
we are to do it. 7 
And firſt, it is by conceiving a juſt Abhor- 
rence of Sin, weeping bitterly, like Peter, 
for the Ingratitude as well as Defilement 
thereof, and humbling ourſelves before the 


God we have offended. Sin is a Poiſon ſo 
; ſubtle 
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ſubtle in its Nature, that it flides through and 
infects every Part of the Heart; and Repen- 
| tance, which changes the whole Heart, and 


transforms and renews it, will prove an An-. 


| tidote to ſuch Infection, and remove the miſ- 
| © chicvous Effects thereof. The Tears of Re- 


pentance have been aptiy called the Waters 


of Jordan, for the Cure of the Leproſy of 
5 the Mind, the Pool of Betheſda, for its Diſ- 
. eaſes and Diſorders; with ſuch penitential 
. Tears we ſhould waſh and be clean. 

To this Chriſtian Duty of Repentance for 


ticular Regard, and eſpecially in our Ap- 
proach to that holy Table, where thoſe that 
travel and are heavy laden are invited for Reſt 


} 
5 our paſt Sins, it becomes us to have a par- 
[ 
7 


« and Refreſhment. Let us then enter into our- 
© W ſives, and call to mind the Offences we have 
committed, and then, as rational Creatures, 
n MW ve cannot help being affected with, and re- 
i MW \inting againſt ourſelves, the Degradation of 
our Nature by Sin, and the Injury offered 
; cdhereby to our great God and our Creator. 


e offered to God by Sin, and the Miſery to 


d which it has already, and, if ſuffered to abide, 
f will eternally bring us into, let us ſearch di- 

gently, and fetch out the Leaves which has in- 
: ſinuated itſelf into the whole Lump. Let us 
3 


recollect our ſecret as well as open Faults, eve- 
'y Ele Blemiſh which has tinctured and de- 


And, in a Senſe of ſuch high Indignity 


liled the Mind, and waſh with ſuch repent-- 
1 5 ing 
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ing Tears every foul Corner of the Soul, till 
the whole be cleanſed and purified, 
This is the Duty of Repentance with re— 
gard to our paſt Conduct, to the Sins which 
We have committed; but the wicked May 
mult not only turn away from the Wickednejs 
which he hath committed, but do that which 
is lawful and right, in order to ſave his Soul 
clive. No one, having cleaned an Apart- 
ment, cares to admit any Thing in it which 
_ would again foul it, and make the Labour in 
vain, but chuſes to keep it in the Order it 
is put into; and we muſt take care of our 
Juture, as well as repent of our paſt Con- 
duct, in order to perform this Duty aright, 
and to be a real and ſincere Penitent. 
What has been before-mentioned mult | 
be done, and the other not left undone. We 
mult be ſorry for what is paſt before we can 
pretend to amend, and the new Piece, in this 
Caſe, cannot be put to the old Garment. 
We mult pull down before we can rebuild, 
and it is abſolutely neceſſary to repent of our 
for ner Tranſgreſſions before we ſet out in a 
new Courſe of Action; otherwiſe the horny 
Ground will choak the good Seeds of Grace, 
and the Root of the Tare being left, it will 
again ſpring up with the Vpeat we low, 
The Sin which we have not rooted up, the 
evil Affections which we have not ſubdued, 
will continually be claſhing with, and ſtop the 
P ogreſs of our good Deſigns and Reſolu- 
tions; but let us by a hearty Repentance 
m | deftroy 


deſtroy the Strong-holds of Sin, and upon the 
Ruins raiſe a beauteous Structure of Piety 
and Virtue. | 

Ceaſe to do evil, learn to da well, and 
be perſuaded to bring forth the Fruits 
meet for Repentance. Amendment tor 
the Time to come as well as Sorrow for 
the paſt, conſtitutes a proper and true Re- 
pentance. Let not your Lives be a conſtant 
Viciſſitude of falling and riſing, of wander- 
ing and returning, of {inning and repenting, 
and repenting and {inning again; for, ſays 
St. Peter, J, after they have eſcaped the Pol- 
lutions of the World through the Knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter End is worſe with them 
than the Beginuing *. | 

to be truly penitent we are not again 
to let Sin have the Dominion over us. 
Upon Condition of Amendment God pro- 
mites in Scripture to forgive and pardon 
us. ＋ He ſhall ſpeak Peace to his People, 
and to his Saints, that they turn not again to 
Folly; and again, he that covereth his Sins 
ſhall not poten but he that confeſſeth and 
forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy. Nor is it 
enough that we leave off Sin, if we do 
not learn to practiſe Virtue in the room 
thereof. Every Tree that beareth not good 


Fruit is hetn down and caſt into the Fire. 


We mult ſeverely Account for the Duties we 
omit as well as the Sins we commit, and as 


off 


* P/. lxir. + 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
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of the bleſſed Jeſus we may learn to avoid all 
Evil, ſo of him we may learn alſo to practiſe 
all Virtues. 


Thus does it appear to be the Nature of a 
true Repentance to offer to God the Sacrifice 


of a broken and contrite Heart, for the many 


Sins and Tranſgreſſions we have committed 
againſt him, and to endeavour to lead a new 
Life, not to cheriſh the Viper again, who has 
ſo dangerouſly ſtung us. We have learned 
from the Mouth of God in holy Scripture, 
the Diſpoſitions neceſſary to a right Perfor- 
mance of this Chriſtian Duty of Repentance; 
let it then be our Reſolution and Study to 
conſider, repent, and amend our Ways, to 
be truly ſorry for all our Sins, ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſing to lead a new Life, to have a lively 
Faith in God's Mercies, through Chriſt, with 
a thankful Remembrance of his Death, and 
to be in Charity with all Men; then may we 
worthity come to this Table of divine Grace, 


receive the Seal of our Redemption, the Re- 


miſſion of our Sins, the Renewal of God's 
gracious Covenant of Life and Immortality. 
Which God grant may be the Caſe of 


every Communicant, through the Merits of 


eur bleffed Lord and Saviour. 


Deveut 


D. 
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Devout Soliloquies and penitential Medita- 
tions, partly from the late pious Mrs. 
WM ROWE. 


OW hateful am I to myſelf for offend- 
ing thee my God! Why have I pro- 
voked thee on whom my Being every Mo- 
ment depends. Thou, O Lord, of Nothing 
haſt advanced me to a reaſonable and immor- 
tal Nature, and put me ina Capacity of being 
happy for ever. Thou haſt preſerved me 
a thouſand Times, and kept me from Errors 
eren when I was repining at not underſtand- 
ing thy Providence; For O! what Finite can 
fathom Infinite ? | 

| called upon thee in Trouble, and thoy 
wait intreated, and brought me out of the miry 
Uay and ſet my Feet upon a Rock. 

O how does thy Goodneſs to me redound 
o my own Shame and Confuſion. I have 
fnned, what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou Ob- 
ſerver and Preſerver of Men! 

If I could conſider thee as my Enemy I 
could excuſe myſelf, but O mine Eye ſeeth 
iy undeſerved Goodneis, how much thou 
ult been my Friend; therefore I ahr my- 
H in Duſt and Aſhes, my own Reaſon con- 
"mees me of my Guilt, for all thy Precepts 
re juit and holy. 

llave tranſgreſſed theRuleswhich ] approve, 
ave provoked the Juſtice I fear, and of- 
ded the Purity and Mercy which I adore ; 
* 
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my own Reaſon is againſt me, and hoe? 
Conſcience will not diſſemble with me. 

O whither thall I fly ? If I climb up into 
Heaven thou art there, if I go down into 
Hell thou art there alſo. _ 

It I look up to the Sun and the Stars they 
upbraid my Ingratitude for ſinning again{t| 
tne God that has given me their Light and 
beneficial Influence. All Nature's Works and 
Beauties, all the common Bleflings of Lite, 
are Lectures to me of my Ingratitude to my 
divine Creator and Benefactor. 

O pardon, Lord, my Iniquity for it is 
great; the Burthen of it is intolerable; . 
accept theſe penitential Tears, turn their Sor- 
row for Sin to the Joy of receiving my Par- 
don, and ſpare me for thy Mercy's Sake. 
O that I could begin Life with theſe Thoughts 
and Deſires! with theſe Notions of thy un- 
ſpeakable Love and Goodneſs that I might 
never offend thee! : 

I repent and am unfeignedly ſorry : C 
may this Sorrow produce Amendment, and 
may I never repeat my former Iniquities, 
nor ſin againſt ſuch abundant Mercy! O let 
me not break my penitential Vows ! Let i 
Dead bury their Dead, but let me follow 
thee, my Lord and Saviour, Let the Am. 
bitious, the Luxurious, and the Covetous, 
let worldly Men engroſs the Trifles and 
Pleaſures of this vain World, but let my 
Hopes be in thee, my Affections in Things 
above, and be thou my exceeding great * 

x Ward. 
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ward: I will take the Cup of Salvation and 


call upon thee, O Lord ; tor the Sake of thy 
Son's Sufferings deliver my Soul. 


— — 


A SELF-EXAMINATION With Ye- 
gard to our Repentance and 


Purpoſe of Amendment, 


: « It is required of them who come to the Lord's 

e « Supper, that they examine themſelves, whe- 
Or- « ther they repent them truly of their former 9 
ar- © Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new Life.“ | 1 
ke. Church Catechiſm, 7 
ju | 
un- OW often have I offended thee, O 1 
ght God, by idle and vain Words, and ii 

by many evil Actions? Do I from the Bot- i 

Om of my Heart repent of them? Am I "il 
and really ſorry and ready to accuſe myſelf? Is Mp 
ties, e Remembrance of them grievous unto ' 1 
Jet ne? . | > | 
e Am I not inclined to favour and be partial | 
low into myſelf? And do I firmly reſolve by God's 1 
Am. ¶ Grace to be ſerious and ſolid in my Converſati- " 
tous, on, to be pure and chaſte in my Expreſſions for 

and de Time to come; to ſet a Watch over my 
t Mouth, and zo keep my Heart with all Dili- 
hingsLence? 35 : 
Re- 


Am 
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Am I reſolved and ſtedfaftly purpoſed to 


lead a new Life, to be careful of my Actions, 


that I may not tranſgreſs the holy and moral 


Precepts of thy Goſpcl, nor do any Thing in- 


conſiſtent with my Chriſtian Profeſſion ? 
How often have I omitted the Dutics of 


Religion ? How often have I kept from thy | 


Church and Sacrament without any juſt Rea- 
ſons or Excuſes, or for ſome Pleaſures and 


worldly Recreations ? And when I have at- | 


tended the divine Service of thy Church have 
been grave, ſerious and attentive ? 
Have not my Thoughts and Deſires been 
otherwiſe engaged ? Have they not wandered 
from the ſpiritual Buſineſs of thy Temple? 
Have [ behaved with that Holineſs which be- 
cometh thy Houſe for ever? Have I approach- 
ed thy holy Table with decent Awe and Re- 
verence, and due Preparation, with a ſin- 
cere Repentance and Reſolution of Amend- 
ment? Have I been faithful to my Promiſes 
of Amendment, and have I not re-admitted 
and returned to my former Sins ? 
When I was at that Altar did! receive the 
bleſſed Sacrament with a /ively Faith in thy 
Mercies through Chriſt, and 27 a thanfw 


Remembrance of bis Death, and in perſes þ 


Love and Charity with all Men ? 
Do I heartily and fincerely repent of my 
former Failings and Errors: in theſe or any 


other Particulars ? And do I unfeignedly fe- 


| ſolve to be more watchful over myie!f, to be 


more diligent in thy Service, more conſide- 
| rate 
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rate of the great Work of my Salvation, 
which I come to perform in thy holy Tem- 
ple? If Sinners ſhall again tempt and endea- 
your to entice me from the Service of thy 


Church, am I ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to conjent 
not 7: 1 | 
Am I reſolvedWgo now to thine Altar 
with an humble Cönfeſſion and Contrition, 
with a hearty Repentance for all my Sins, 
| with a Deteſtation of what cauſed thy 
e bitter Sufferings ? Am I reſolved to partake 
of the holy Communion in Love and Adora- 
ton of thee for thy redeeming Grace, and with 


n 
: a ſtrong and lively Faith and Confidence in 


tay Promiſes, with a firm Belief of the Effi- 
sey of thy Croſs and Paſſion, to reconcile 
- WW diners unto thy offended Juſtice ? 
Am I deſirous to forgive all that have in- 
i- Wl jured and offended me? And am I now in 
h perfect Love and Charity with the whole 
es Vorld, and willing to live in brotherly Af- 
d fection and Chriſtian Harmony with all my 
W cighbours 2 © 


* O Lord, have I not offended thee by any 
, aſh Oaths, and made free with thy ſacred 


Name? Have I taken heed to my Weys, re- 
4 WI Sd thy Injunctions and Directions? Have 

lipoken of my Neighbour the Thing that is 
lebt? Have I never ſeen or heard of the 
kell or Miſtake of any Brother with a ſecret 


0 eaſure? And have I not injured him pri- 
be * in my Converſation, by any defamato- 
5 Report to his Prejudice? Have I kept 


Inno- 
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Innocency, and done the Thing that is right. 
in my Dealings? And have I not in mawlll c 
Things run counter to thy Will and Com! 
mandments? | s 
Of all or any of theſe Sins and Failures o 
Duty do I heartily and, ſeriouſly repent? 1s 
my Sorrow for them re d unfeigned ? Andf 
am ] determined to ref m in every ParticuM t 
lar whereof thy holy Word and my ow 
Conſcience accuſe me ? 
O Lord, accept this my Repentance, guide 
and aſſiſt me with thy Holy Spirit in all theſe 
godly Purpoſes and Intentions, through Je. 
ſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord and Redeemer, 
Amen. | 


r 1 


S „* PER 


Anotber Prayer for ſincere Repentance bi 
Amendment of Life. 


Gracious Lord God, who art kin 
and merciful to the Undeſerving, an 
wouldſt not that any ſhould periſh, but tha 
all ſhould come to Repentance, and haſt jen 
thy bleſſed Son to die for poor Sinners, | i 
unto thee for Succour, and beg thy adliſting 
Grace, that, as I have fallen into many ani 
great Errors and Offences, I may be rene 
ed by Repentance, and obtain thy Mercy ant 
gracious Remiſſion and Forgivenc'is. 

I know that Sin is diſpleaſing to thee, a 
is the Diſhonour and Diſgrace of human I 
ture; that the Sinner juſtly deſerves * 


Wret 


* 
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Wrath and fiery Indignation, to ſuffer the ſe- 
cond eternal Death, and to be excluded thy 
heavenly Kingdom; but, O Lord, waſh me 
from my Sin, and blot out all my Iniquities. 
Grant, O Lord, that my Sorrow may not 
only proceed from a Fear of Puniſhment, 
ol but from a Senſe of my Baſeneſs. and Ingra- 
1M titude to thee, by whom I Have been Holden up 


h N 


wlll ever /ince I was born. O Lord, my Nature is 


frail and corrupt, and the ſame Temptations 
nad 2c in the World which have already ſeduced 
ge ne; O do thou add, to my Repentance of 
what 1s paſt, the Grace to reſiſt them and be- 
ner have better for the future. . 

nin the Name, and for the Sake of thy 
dear Son, give me a thorough Hatred and 
Diſpleaſure againſt Sin; let it no more reign 
WM 2 my mortal Body. O that my Head were a 
WH fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day and 
Nizht, for having offended thee, to whom I 
am under ſo many Obligations of Obedi- 
ence, O ſoften my Heart, that I may no 


tha nore be ſtupid and inſenſible of the Things 
en ich belong to my Peace, and let my Grief tor 
Im Offences exceed the Pleaſure which 1 took 


n committing them. 


in the wretched Deformity of Sin, how 
much] am ſoiled with the Vicesand [mpurities 
ak my ſinful Nature, and how I have defaced 


my Sins and Corruptions; {ſo that, per- 
"mg the horrid Spectacle zo which my 
| | evil 


ive me, O Lord, a Sight of myſelf 


u beauteous Image wherein we are formed, 


> een — by 
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evil Ways have reduced me, I may implore I ® 


with Ardencythe Grace of thy Holy Spirit, T 
to enable me to caſt off the Works of 
Darkneſs, and to put on the Armour of 6! 
Light, that I may be a new Creature. 1 

O Lord give me an unfeigned Repentance 
of the Sins to which I am inclined, and, 
wherein I am moſt apt to offend thee, and, 
having reſolved to amend, give mne Grace U 
faithfully to keep and execute ſuch Prom.ſcsf 
of my Amendment. 

Grant that I may not defer the neceſſary ( 
Duty of Repentance till I am laid on a Sick-M \ 
bed, and the Door of the Sepulchre is open- n: 
ing to receive me, when I may be unfit form 

it, or be unable to prove the Sincerity there- > 
of in a future Behaviour: O let me not be in 
ſurpriſed in an unguarded Hour, and at thy vi 
ſudden Viſitation be found fleeping. Grant, Ol © 
Lord, that renouncing my Sins, in order to 
approach worthily thy holy Table, I may re- U. 
ver again hold any Commerce with them, V. 
but be for ever divorced from all my beloved = 
Luſts, that I may perſevere in the Exerc! * 
of a true Repentance, which conſiſts in Sor. to 
row for what is paſt, and Reformation for tie © 
Time to come. b =_ 

Grant that the Love of Piety and Virto Vi 
may increaſe in me more and more, that 00 
may be ready to appear before thee at thy ne 


awful Tribunal, be admitted to thy bliſsful] ſy 
Regions, and enjoy the eternal Happines A pt 


I has pur- al 
and Repoſe 1 bleſſed Son c 1 


— — ̃ 
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chaſed for us by his moſt precious Blood: 
To whom with thee, O Father, and the Divine 


— 


— — - - 
2 ne nn Cen > . 4 
— l — 2 a 
ä ——— — — 


never forget thy Croſs and Paſſion! O that I 
for may always remember the Occaſion of thy 
re · ¶ Sorrows, and when I am tempted and enticed 
be into any evil Action, conſider, that it was Sin 
hy which nailed thy Hands and thy Feet to the 
O Croſs! | 
rot What had become of me if thou, O 
ne-W bieſſed eſtes, hadſt not ſuffered ! and God 
m, ſorbid tha; I ſhould glory ſave in the Croſs of 
vel y Lord, by whom the World is crucified unto 
chez e, and I unto the World. What is too much 
50-W {0 do for thee, who haſt done ſo much for us! 
ti © my Soul, conſider and contemplate on the 
bainful and weariſome Life, which he that 
tue vas equal with God, reſident in Glory, came 
down and led upon Earth, to inſtruct the Ig- 
tu forant, comfort the Afflicted, heal the Sick, 
lupport the Weak, convince the Froward, and 
nels perſuade all Mankind to be happy both here 
pur. and hereafter. 1; 2s th Meat and Drink to 
| 1 do 


| 

| 
i 
of Spirit, Three Perſons and One God, be all | 19 
Glory for evermore. Amen. | ml 
1 
T | Fl 
4M Meditations for FRID ATV MorNiNG, 1 
: in 
W 1 
ce Upon the Sufferings and Death of our Bleſſed ny 
les Saviour. 1 
1 
ry Lr me meditate on thy bitter Ago- 1 
K- nies and Sufferings for me, and let me TY 
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do thy Father*s Will, O let it be mine to obey 
thee in all Things. | ; 
How poor was my bleſſed Saviour, that! 
might be rich; he diveſted himſelf for a 
While of his Robes of Glory, that I might | 
be diveſted of Sin and Corruption, and 
be cloathed with Robes of Glory and Im- 
mortality, O let me not murmur and re- 
pine at the Poverty of my worldly Station, 
and eſpecially, O Lord, let me come to thy 
holy Table with a Poverty of Spirit, that | 
may be united with thy ſpiritual Graces and 
Comforts, and may znherit the Kingdom ef 
God. 

How full of Sorrows, how habituated to 
Grief was the bleſſed Redeemer of Man- 
kind ? How exactly did he anſwer the Pro- 
phet * T/aiah's Prediction, by treading in the 
Wine-preſs of his Father's Wrath, and of the 
People to be with him, his Soul was exceeding 
ſorrowful even unto Death. Muſt the Maſter | 
ſuffer, and the Servant expect to be extirey 
Free? | | 
Shall we think of nothing but Joys and 
Pleaſures, when he, that committed no E- 
vil, and deſcrved none, had ſuch Varicty 0! 
Sorrows? Let us expect our Share, 791 :# 
Tribulation, that we are accounted worthy t0 
bear our Lord's Croſs and follow him, who 
hath ſhewed us the Path of Life, and by pu'- MW 
ſuing whoſe Steps we ſhall arrive at that d, 
vine Preſence, where there is Fulneſs of J and 

Pleaſure for evermore. In 


* Ifai. Ixiii. 3. 
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In the Night, wherein he was betrayed, our 
ſed Saviour inſtituted this holy Sacrament: 
| Whiok, O my Soul, on ht Night of the - 
Lird, to be obſerved of all the Children of II- 
nel in their Generations think what thy Re- 
leemer, the true Paſchal Lamò, there endured 
md ſuffered for thee. From this holy Office, 
to be obſerved by his Church in after Ages, 
te proceeded to pray, that he might be deli- 


hne ſhametul Death of the Croſs, which was to 
be the Cataſtrophe of his ſorrowtul Life. In 


may behold the Man, our dear Redeemer in 
to n Agony, a Sweat of Blood moſt moving 
n- nd affecting; being in an Agony, the Evan- 
0. Wifi relates, he prayed more earneſtly, and 
5% W's Sweat was as it were great Drops of Blood 
e ling down to the Ground. 

How unſpeakable that Agony, that bit- 
kr Conflict, which in the open Air, upon 
tz cold Ground, and in the Winter, and 


rs of the Brook Cedron, and without any 


E-ernal Cauſe of Heat, made him ſweat 
of MWiops of Blood. A Soul thus tortured, thus 
inf even unto Death, muſt have the 
7 to rateit Occaſion for Grief ; And what could 
who greater Occaſion than the bitter Cup 
ur- 0 was to drink of, a Cup imbittered with 
. Ne Sins of the World, and into which was 
and Fed all the Ingredients of divine Wrath, 
In Mad provoked Juſtice ? | „ 


* Exod, xii. 24. 


rered from his approaching Torments, and 


the Performance of which religious Duty we 


alt atter a wet Paſſage through the cold Wa- 


: 
' BY BR 
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This Cup, in the prophetic Words of 
Pſalmiſt was full, ine l of worldly "ww 
full of the Malice of Satan, and, as I have! 
obſerved, full of the Wrath of God, and for 
which bitter Ingredient, the Anger and De- 
ſertion of Heaven, he ſo earneſtly deſired it 
might be removed from him. 
This was his Suffering in the Garden, 
before his being taken, which was in the 
moſt rude Manner, with Swords and Saves, 
by a Band of rough inhumane Soldiers, and] 
| attended with the Treachery of his own fan. 
| liar Friend, who had eat of his Bread, and 
| came with thoſe that laid wait for him, and 
with a flattering Kiſs betrayed him unto 
them... 
How many ſweet and comfortable Ser- 
mons had this falſe Friend heard from the 
bleſſed Jeſus? He had delivered him from 
Death, healed his Father of a Palſey, his Mo- 
ther of another Diſeaſe, and what Grief to a 
meet with ſuch an ungrateful Return A 
Methinks this Paſſage of the Goſpel ſhould L 
clear the World of all Fudas's, all falſe prey 
tended Friends; that every one baptized i f. 
the Faith of Chriſt, ſigned with his Cross F. 
and redeemed by his precious Blood, ſhould 
abhor the treacherous Qualities of the fi © 
Judas, who betrayed his innocent Saviour Wl 5! 
But how many Judas's may we behold unde an 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion? But O how miq;; n. 


was the Reproof of my injured and be 
5 tray ec 
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trayed Lord! Fr iend wher ef, ore comeſt thou ? 
Betrayeſt thou the Son of Man with a Kiſs? 

His own Diſciples, whom he had taken 
fom their mean and laborious Occupation 
into his Apoſtleſhip, to whom he had per- 
formed many Offices of Friendſhip, ſhewn 
ſa many Inſtances of his cordial Love and 
Affection, whoſe Feet he had waſhed, whoſe 
Minds he had fo long endeavoured to rectify 
from their Diſorders and Corruptions, to 
whom he had ſpake as never Man ſpake, 
for whom he had done as never Man did, 
promiſed a heavenly Kingdom, from being 
Fiſhermen to ſit on twelve Thrones judging 
the Tribes of Iſrael; yet the Fear and Love of 
the World prevailed over all theſe moving 
Confiderations, and they all for/ook Him, 
and fed from their. dear and affectionate 
Lord and Maſter. 

So far from following him both to Priſon 
nd to Death, Peter, that ſeemingly ſtedfaſt 
Apoſtle, ſo vehement in his Expreſſions of 


ould Love and Conſtancy to him, no ſooner came 
pre ito the High-priett's Houſe, but, tearing 
d ini e Conſequence of being proved one of his 


Followers and Apoſtles, denied his bleſſed Ma- 
ler, and added to his ſhameful Apoſtacy 
borrid Oaths and Imprecations, that be knew 
bin net. Thus denied by one, betrayed by 
other, abandoned by all, let me next re- 
member, O bleſſed Feſus, the moving Scene” 
df thy Scourging, Buffeting, and all the 

: Z <1] Shame 
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Shame and Tortures which preceded thy 
bitter and painful Crucifixion |! 
How inhumanly, O my Saviour, waſt 


thou treated for me? To be reviled by ſome, 


ſtruck by others, ſcourged, and ſo many 
Things blaſphemouſly ſpoke againſt thee, 
that Face, which the Royal Prophet declares 
to be fairer than the Children of Men, thou 
didſt not hide from Shame and Spitting. O 


unparalleled Sufferings ! The greateſt Indig- | 


nity. amongſt the Jews was to be ſpit on. O 
who can cheriſh Sin, harbcur one beloved 
Luft, that has the leaſt Love for the Lord 
Feſus, and thinks on the Affronts and Abu- 
{es which our Sins procured him ? The high 


and great God, who could have ſhook the 


whole Frame of Nature, made the Earth, 
which was his Footſtool, ſwallow up his E- 
nemies, was contented to bear all thele 
Things that we might eſcape the Deſtroyer. 

He had none to help him, had none to 
give him even the {mall Comfort of Pity; 
and all this to redeem our Souls from ever- 
laſting Miſery. Behold and ſee the Son of 
God, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who enlight- 
eneth every Man that cometh into the Mori; 
that had Healing in bis Wings for all dileated 
Souls, crucified and put to an open Shame: 
Behold him numbered with the Tranſgreſſers, 
* himſelf, like a common Malefactor, bound 
and faſtened to a Croſs; thoſe Hands, which 


had touched and healed ſo many, nailed and | 


ſtreaming with Blood; the Judge of all Men 


judged 
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preparatory to the SACRAMENT. 50 
judged and condemned for us, O let this 
Juſtice of God induce me to fear him! O 
let this Love of Chriſt conſtrain me to Re- 
pentance and good Works] O let me remem- 
ber at thy holy: Table the Greatneſs of our 
Ranſom, and my monſtrous Ingratitude, in 
crucifying thee afreſb ” my Sins and Impie- 
ties! O let me never be ſo wicked, ſo neg- 
ligent, to refuſe to celebrate the Memorial, 
which thou haſt commanded to be made, cf 
thoſe thy Sufferings in the bleſſed Sacrament ! 
But let me repair to thy Altar wita an Heart 
full of Love to thee, for thoſe great Things 
which thou haſt done and endured for us, 
and with unfeigned Sorrow for the Occaſion 
? of thy bitter Agcny and Crucifixion. 
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. O let me remember and think upon the 
G many Stripes by which we are healed ! Ler 
: thy Crown of Thorns melt me into Tears of 
1 Repentance, and let me fee with an Eye of 
„ Fach, and with a thankful as well as penitent 
5 Heart, the eternal Son of God led in our 


Nature to a ſhameful Execution, and after 
many Pains, Convulſions, Scoffings, and 
| Cruelties, giving up the Ghoſt to redeem us from 
Death, and unlock the Grave, from whence 
We now enter with him into Life eternal. Q 
t me never forget this Scene of thy Sorrow 
tor my Sins! let me conſider the Author and 
Liver of Life arreſted himſelf by Death, 

and deprived of Life and Motion. Rivet 
in my Heart, O bleſſed Lord, this Sepſe 
ad Remembrance of thy Sufferings, of thy 
x £2 Body 
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Body broken, and Blood ſhed for me, and 
then how delightful, how lovely, though 
bèſmeared with Blood and Bruiſes, will my 
crucified Saviour appear unto me! What 
Comfort will a ſtrong and lively Faith in his 
Death bring to my Soul, when I come to the 
holy Communion of his Body and Blood, 
and all theſe Sufferings there repreſented 
ſhall be applied and ſealed to me; and the 
facred Elements be the Pledges to aſſure me 
of my Salvation, by the prevailing Merits 
ef Chriſt's Croſs and Paſſion. 


＋ H E Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per being ordained to commemorate his 

Sufferings and Death, that we may an- 
ſwer this gracious End of our Lord, and have 
them fixed in our Mind when we come to the 
bleſſed Sacrament, I cannot but think it highly 
neceſſary, if Time and Opportunity will permit, 
to ſet apart ſome Time in the Week before the 
Communion for reading, weighing, conſidering, 
and meditating on the great Work of our Ne- 
dempticn, accompliſhed by the Agony and Cru- 
* cifixion of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
But, I hope that Chriſtian Communicants 
will not fail, bowever, to read over the fore- 
going and following Meditations, and effer 
up the Prayers which 1 have collected, chiefy 
out of the Holy Scriptures and Evangelijts, 
for this. Purpoſe ;, that, when they fhall ara® 


near 
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wear to the Holy Table, they may have lively 
Impreſſions of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion on 
their Minds; that they may perfectly under- 
ſtand the Sacramental Signs and Tokens there 
preſented unto them; and may, by a conſtant 
Communion, ſet forth the Lord's Death ac- 
cording to his Intention, and have a ſuitable 
| Love and Affection to the great Redeemer of 
Souls. So will they take this Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment to their Comfort, and have the higheſt 
Delight and Satisfaction in remembering, that, 
though a finful Creature, no 4:js a Perſon than 
the eternal Son of God died for them, and, by 
his own Oblation of himſelf once offered, did 
Javigy and attom for the Sins of the wohole 
WR, | 
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A Prayer to be uſed after theſe Meditations. 


| BI. ESSED Lord, the Saviour of 
Mankind, who endured{t Hunger 
and Thirſt, and many and various Kinds of 
Sufferings; who didſt weep for the Sins of 
the World, and in the Garden, and on the 
Croſs, ſhed thy moſt precious Blood; increaſe 
my Faith and Love of thee, and give me 
ſuch a Senſe of thy bitter Agony and Paſſi- 
on, that I may always know and remember, 
it is by thy Death that Sinners are redeemed 
2 and by thy Wounds that we are 
Hales, | Py | 


. 


£4 Grant, 
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Brant, OVleſſed Lord, that, whilſt J re- 
member thy Sufferings, I may be convinced 
vf my Duty to thee,and whilſt I meditate up- 
on and recount thy bitter Pains and Tortures 
for me, be enflamed with Love for all thy 
Mercies. © Lord look down upon me, 
towing myſelf in Honour and Reverence 
of thy Death, and let the Satisfaction of thy 
Croſs wipe out all my Iniquities. O let me 
never loſe my Hold in thee, nor quit the 
em of thy dyed Garment, but let that Virtue 
go out of thee which may ſave my Soul 
alive, and make me depart in Peace, 
Cleanſe me by thy Blood, O merciful 
Lord, from my ſecret Sins, and from my 
Carling and repeated Iniquities, and, being 
mace whole by thee, grant I may /in no more, 
lift a worſe Thing bappen unto me, that I may 
crucify my Fleſh with the Affections and 
Luſts, and that all my Portion of Trouble 
nd Suffering may be in this preſent World. 

; Drwvell in my Heart, O bleſſed Lord, % 
Faitb, and in all the Sorrows of this trouble- 


ſome World let me loo up to thee, my Joy | 


and my Salvation. Let thy Paſſion be my 
Tower of Strength and Defence againſt Sin, 
end kt thy Death be my everlaſting Glory. 
In the ſacred Elements of Bread and Wine, 
bleft and diſtributed by thee to thy Diſciples, 
and commanded to be received in Remem- 
brance of thy Sufferings, let me ſpiritually 
eat thy Fleſh and drink thy Blood, that, my 
Soul being waſhed from Sin, I may eros 
EE we 
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dwell in thee, and thou in me; and, after 
this painful Life is ended, enjoy thy divine 
Preſence to all Eternity, in thy heavenly 
Kingdom. Ts 

By thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 
Croſs and Paſton, by thy precious Death and. 
Burial, by thy glorious Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
fron, good Lord deliver me! To whom, with 


God the Father and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 


all Glory for ever. Amen. 


For FRIDAY EVENING. 


Further 7. houghts and Meditations on the End 
of our Saviour's Sufferings. 


Avid remembered, O bleſſed Lord, 
the Sufſerings of thy holy Lite, and 
the bitter Pains and Agonies, Mockeries, In- 
ſults and Barbarities, with which thy Cruci- 
nxion and Death were attended, let me fur- 


der contemplate and adore thy Goodneſs 


and unſpeakable Mercy, in the Deen and 
gracious Eud of thy Paſſion. The Benefits of 
thy Death are ſo exceeding great, and the 
calling them to mind ſo very neceſſary, fo 
moving to a Love of thee, our crucified Sa- 
Tour, and ſo promotive of an holy and Chri- 
ſtian Life, by ſhewing, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, the horrid and ſhameful Conſequence 


of Sin, and the additional Guilt and Ingrati- 
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512 Meditations and Prayers 
tude of committing it, after ſuch great Pains 
and Sufferings to attone for it, hot it is for 
this. Purpoſe, that thou, O bleſſed Lord, who 
rt kind and gracious to us in all thy Defign; 
and Intentions, and Hoy and 7i2hteous in all 
thy Yorks, haſt inſtituted this bleſſed Sacra: 
ment in Memorial thereof. | 

To conſider all the beneficial Ends and 
Furpoles of thy Sufferings, is to enter into a 
ide Field of divine Grace and Love; and 
we muſt poſſeſs thoſe heavenly Joys, thoſe 

Things which Zye hath not ſeen, nor the Heart 
F Man conceived, the Things which are above, 
and which theu haſt prepared for them that love 
Ze, before we ſhall thoroughly experience 

: © comprehend the End and Deſign of thy 
: eath an4 Crucifixion z but there is Mercy 
d Grace enough before our Eyes in this 
<tate of Nature, procecding from thy Crois 
rd Paſſion, to make us laud and magnity 
thy glorious Name, and warm our Hearts 
with Affection and a Senſe of thy redeeming 
Love, when we draw nigh to thy holy Tabl:. 

And firſt, as we are told by a learned and 
tious Writer, the Glory of God was the End 
_ of thy, Sufferings, and ſhould we delight 
in the Commemoration of what glorifics the 
God, in whom we live, and move, and have cur 
ras} ; 2 
Thy Sufferings were a Manifeſtation of 
God's juſt Anger againſt Sinners, ſince he ra. 
ther choſe that his own beloved Son ſhould 


be a Victim, than Sin ſhould remain trivm- 
| | Lo phant 
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| preparatory fo the SACRAMENT, 513 
phant and unpuniſhed ; thy Sufferings, O 
bleſſed Saviour, did manifeſt alſo thy Father's 
Mercy and Love to Mankind, whoſe Re- 


demption was the next Deſign and Intention 


thereto | 

O what Affection, what unparalleled 

Friendſhip to lay down thy Life for my 
Sake? - 
The Death sf the Teſtator gives us a Right 
and confirms the Teſtament, which, the Apo- 
{tle ſaith, is of no Force whilſt the Teſtator li- 
veth; thy Death, O Lord, ſealed to us thy 
gracious Covenant, removed the Effects of 
Sin, and what the Law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the Fleſh, God ſending his 
own Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for 
din condemned Sin in the Fleſh. 

We were involved in Guilt, enſlaved with 
the Fetters of Sin, our Nature was ſtained 
and corrupted, and we were undone to all 
Eternity; we were moſt wretched Spectacles 
in God's Creation; were formed an erect 
Being, but fooped to Sin and Corruption; 
were made above Brutes, but acted below them z 
they kept their Nature, we polluted ours ; and 
what did we deſerve from the Juſtice of our 
provoked Creator, but everlaſting Perdition ? 
but Chriſt died, our dear Redeemer ſuffered, 


to ſatisfy the divine Juſtice, and to take 
away the Power, the Guilt, and the miſera- 


ble Effects of Sin, and to bring us to Heaven 
and everlaſting Happineſs. 


O that all Men 
weuid Prgiſe eur bleſſed Lord, for his Goodneſs, 
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514 Meartaticns and P, Nel 
aud declare the Monders that he hath done 
the Children of Men] 

O what Comfort, what Pleaſure, what 3 

Satisfaction to us in this Vale of Mitery, dg 
theſe Words bring to the Chriſtian's Mind, 
This is my Body which is broken for you; this 
my Blood of the New Teſtament which is ſhed 
for you, that is, for the Expiation of your 
Sins; it is the Sacramental Promiſe of Salva- 
tion, the Seal of the gracious Covenant of 
Redemption; ſo that in eating the Bread and 
drinking the Wine, thoſe Figures of thy Bo- 
dy and Blood, we lay the Claim to Pardon, 
which thy free Grace haſt given us in the 
Merits of thy Sufferings, we lay hold on the 
Death of Chriſt, and draw {piritual Life from 
his Death and Paſſion. 
How can we then ſlight an Inſtitution which 
epreſents to the Eye the nobleſt Proſpect, the 
Heaven open to all Believers, by the cruci- 
hed Body of Chriſt, and the Shedding of his 
molt precious Blood ? 

© let us ſee the Value of a Soul, for which 
'Chriſt died, and which he ſuffered ſo much 
to ſave. And as the King of Kings, and 


Lord of Lords came down from Heaven, 


dwelt in that Earth which was his Footſtoo), 
converſed with thoſe Creatures which had 
ſhamefully rebelled againſt him; as he was 
pleaſed to be conceived and born in their 
Nature, to live a Life of Trouble, and t 
die a bitter and ſhameful Death; to be 


picrced in that A which was formed i 
| che 
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the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and, as of 
the fineſt Form and Complection, ſo alſo of 
the greateſt Senſe and Vivacity of Perception, 
and which made the Pains of the Croſs moſt 
grievous and tormenting ; as all this, I ſay, 
our bleſſed Lord did and ſuffered to ſave the 
Soul, and preſerve it from an Eternity of Mi- 
{ery, ſhall we be Enemies to our own Souls, 
by being Enemies to the Croſs of Chrif 2 And 
ſhall we not take all Opportunities of comme- 
morating this happy End of our dear Lord's 
Sufferings, and do all we can to ſhun and mor- 
tify that Sin, which is ſo apt to reign in our 
mortal Bodies, and deſtroy that Soul for which 
thou, O Lord, ſuffered and endured fo much in 
thy Life, and in thy Agony and Crucifixion? 

To that bleſſed Perſon who ſo loved us, and 
waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood, - to him 
be Glory and Dominion for ever. 
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A Prayer 10 be uſed after theſe Meditations. 


BLEsSED, and adorable Saviour of 
Mankind, who, by thy Death, haſt 
deſeroyed the Power of Death, and brought 
| Life and Immortality to Light ; give me a 
s Lrateful Senſe of the End of thy Sufferings, 
rind let me be fo affected with thy Love 
0 Wh wed upon the Croſs, as to lay afide thoſe 
e Sins to which my frail Nature is addicted, 
y Wii which to indulge mylelt in the Practice 

, = | of, 
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Of, is to return thee Evil for thy Good, 10 
put another Nail into thy Hands and thy 


Feet, and to crucity thee afreſh, O Lord, 


my Receemer. 


To whom ſhall I go? Jou hajt the W.:rds 
of eternal Life, IJ have no Saviour, no Medi- 


ator but thee; all the greateſt Saints, that 


are departed, are Objects of thy Mercy, be- | 


Cc ule they have been Sinners themſelves, and 


have no Oil in their Lamps ſufficient for | 


themfetves, much leis for me, who, on thy 
c1ivine Grace, thy Sufferings and Satisfactions 
muſt depend for Forgivenels and Salvation. 


There is no Advocate with the Father but 


the alone; thou art the Propitiation for our 
Sins, and every Robe of thy Apoſtles and 
Servants has been waſhed and made white in 
the Blood of the Lamb. I will worſhip thee, 
tae Lord my God, the Light of Light, the 
very God of very God, and thee only will 1 
ſerve, "Thou haſt been my Hope even from 
my Youth, all Pozer is given to thee in 
Heaven and on Earth, and on thy Death and 
Sacrifice for Sin I humbly rely for Pardon 
and Remiſſion of my manifold Tranſgreſſions. 
I am coming to the holy Altar of thy Love, 
O let me receive the Benefits of thy Suffer- 
ings. there repreſented, and lay hold on the 
etzrnal Life procured for the Faithful by the 
Blood of the Croſs. | 
O give mea Senſe of my Miſery without 
this divine Grace and Favour, and what Ke- 
turns of Love and Obedience are due to thce, 
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for thy Redemption, for the Means of Grace, 


and for the Hope of Glory : Thou haſt called 
me, who ama Sinner; to accept of thy Grace, 
thou haſt died to fave me who was loſt : 
There is no Condemnation to them who are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who live not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit. O let me examine into and 
repent of all my Sins, and be a new Creature, 
that I may be a Credit and no Diſgrace to 
thy holy Ordinance, but do thy Will, as, by 
drinking the moſt bitter Cup, thou didſt that 
of thy Father; whatever thou ſhalt be pleaſed 
to order for me in this Life, whatever Part 
of thy Croſs thou ſhalt order me to bear, 
grant I may do it cheartully and willingly at 
thy Command, who haſt laid down thy Life 
lor my Sake, and purchaſed with thy Blood 
a glorious Repoſe for me in Heaven from 


all Sorrows and Afflictions. : 


O bleſſed Lord, waſh me thoroughly from 
the Sins to which I am unhappily attached in 
this Body of Death, put out all my Miſdeeds, 
and aſſiſt me with thy Spirit; cloath me with 
thy Righteouſneſs, that the Devil, the World, 
nor the Flefh may obtain any Conqueſt over 
my Reſolutions of Amendment, nor tempt 
me again into the Vices and Follies of a cor- 
rupt and perverſe Generation. Thou haſt 
den me the greateſt Teſtimony of thy Love, 
O Lord illuminate with thy Grace me and all 
tny Church, whom thou haſt redeemed by 
hy Merits, that the vain and tranſitory Plea- 
lures may grow more and more diſtaſteful, 

inſipid, 
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£18 Meditations and Prayers 

inſipid, and unſatisfying; and that we ma) 
hunger and thirſt after the Righteouſneſ:, 
which can alone fill, nouriſh and ſatisfy our 


Souls: Grant, O bleſſed Lord, that, for thy 


precious Death and Sufferings, and the glo- 
rious and merciful End and Deſign, there- 
fore, I may praiſe and ſerve thee continually 
in thy Church militant on Earth, till the hap- 
py Seaſon comes when, with Angels and 
Archangels, and all theHoſt of Heaven, I ſhall 
adore and magnify thee in thy celeſtial Habi- 
tation; to whom, with the Father and Divine 
Spirit, be all Power and Dominion for ever- 


more. Amen. 


As the Holy Scripture proclaims great Peace 
to. them who love God's Law.; as ous bleſſed 
Saviour profeſſed a Love for the Perſon who had 
obſerved all thoſe Things contained in the divine 
Commands from his Youth, and to the Queſtion, 
of what ſhall I do to inherit eternal Life? was 


pleaſed to anſwer him, What is written in the | 


Law, howreadeſtthou ? And finally, awe ſo of. 
ten repeat Gad's holy Commandments, and pray him, 
in the excellent Service of our Church, to incline 
our Hearts to keep thoſe Laws, it may not be 
improper, if Time and Opportunity will permit, 
to join with the Devotions of this Week, a Self 


Examination with regard to our Performance 


of the Duties towards God and our Neighbour, 
contaixed in thoſe holy Laws and Injun#tions. J 
have therefore added another Form cf Selt-ex- 
amination from the ten 5 | 

DO lit 


Duties to Go p. 
FIRST ComMMANDMENT. 


Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 


Av I believed in and acknowledged 
the only true God, and worſhipped 
him with all inward Sincerity and Devotion? 
Have I loved and honoured him above all 


Things, and put my Truſt and Confidence 


in him? 

Have I encouraged no evil Diſpoſition in 
my Heart to diſbelieve God, or to live as if 
there was no God? 

Have I not obeyed and pleated Man to the 


n God of my Belly or worldly Poſſeſſions? 
Have I not been doubtful in the Truth of 
that Faith which he hath revealed ? 
Have I not tempted him and been diſcon- 
tented and reſtleſs under the ordinary Means 
and Diſpenſations of his Providence ? 


Duties to Go p. 
SECOND COMMANDMENT, 
Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf, &c. 

sr 1 entertained juſt and ſuitable Ap- 
1 1 prehenſions of God, and not given any 
„ Widhare of his Worſhip to Saint, Angel, or 
1 Wy other Creature? To | 
Have ſerved Him only, and with an hum- 
ble and lowly Reverence ? | 
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Neglect of my Duty to God? Have I made 
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520 "Meditation and Prayers 
Have I bowed down to no Idol, no fa! 


God, nor diſregarded the Threatnings and | 


Promiſes of the true One? 


Duties to GO D. 
THIRD COMMAND MENT. 


Thou ſhalt not take the Name of thy Lord thy 


God in vain, &c. 


Ke I hallowed and revered the ſa. 


cred Name of God, mentioned it with. | 


becoming Awe, and only at proper Times 
and in Matters of a weighty and ſerious Na- 
ture ? 

Have I not been guilty of the vain cuſto- 
mary and unprofitable Crime of profane Curl: 
ing and Swearing ? 

"Have I had a due Regard to what I have 
delivered in his Name, nor proſtituted it in 
ſwearing fallely, Sc. 


Duties fo G o D. 
FOURTH COMMANDMENT: 


| Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath- 


Day, & c. 


Ave I kept the Sabbath 1 nor 
broke and polluted it for idle Pleaſures 


and Recreations ? 
Have I given God ſolemn. and public 


Worſhip in "the Aſſembly and Congregation 


of his Saints? And have I reſted from all u- 


neceſſary Offices, and the common Affairs o 
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J the World? Have I properly diſtinguiſhed 
it from other Days of the Week, as ſet apart 

for holy and ſpiritual Exerciſes ? 5 
Have I not neglected Works of Mercy and 
Charity on this Day? And havel taken all the 
Care in my Power, that all my Children, Ser- 
vants, Fc. ſhould remember and keep it ho- 

ly? Have I not omitted the public Duties of 


the Church, and ſlighted, by not obeying the 


holy Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion ? 

Have I dedicated this Day to the Lord, 
and not diſpleaſed him, nor diſguiſed and diſ- 
eraced@nyſelf by any Drunkenneſs and In- 
temperance on this Day, which God hath hal- 
lowed and ſanctified? 


Duties to our NEIGHBOURS. 
Fir Tn COMMANDMENT. 
Honour thy Father and thy Mother, &c. 


= Avr I loved and obeyed my Parents, 


ſhewn them al} proper Duty and Re- 


Ipect in all Circumſtances ? Have I ſerved 

and ſuccoured them in their Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities? 

Have I honoured, been faithful and ſubject 

o the King, and all in Power and Authority 

under him? Have I conducted myſelf by the 

Rules and Orders of Government, agreeable 

to God's bleſſed Word and Ordinance, and 

"a according to my own Will and Plea- 


Have I ſubmitted myſelf to all my Tu- 


$Ors 


1 
1 1 
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tors and Inſtructors, and carried myſelf hum- | 


bly and decently to all my Betters and Supe- 
riors ? 1 „ 
Have I not neglected the lawful Com- 
mands of my Parents? Have I conſulted 
them in all my Undertakings, nor diſhonour- 
them by any Act of Slight or Diſobedience? 
Have 1 been guilty of no Faction nor Se- 
dition, nor diſturbed Government? Have 
I 4jed my Liberty not for a Cloak of Maliciouſ- 
neſs, but as the Servant of God ? 
_ Have not deſpiſed and mocked thoſe that 
are aged and more experienced tharfſtylſct? 
Have I not beenunthankful and ungratetul 
to my Friends and Benefactors? And have! 
ſhewn a proper Regard to all my Relations, 
a proper Deference or Submiſſion to whom: 
foever it has been due? Fear to whom Fear, 


Tribute to whom Tribute, and Honour to cubin 


Honour £ 


Duties to our NE1GUBOURS, 


SixTu COM M AN DMENT. 
Thou ſhalt do no Murder. 


Ave I never taken away the Life of 
any Perſon, nor conſented to his Mut- 
| der? And have I protected and preſerved, 
according to my Power, the Lite of ano- 
ther, and endeavoured to procure Peace an 

Love in my own Houſe, and in my Neigi- 
-bourhood ? I 


Have I never raſhly wiſhed nor endeavour- 
ed to haſten my own Death ? Have I har- 
boured any ſecret Wrong and malicious In- 
tentions, or offered Injury and Violence to 
the Perſons of Men? 15 

Have I been no Sower of Strife nor Con- 
tentions, or been privy to any Miſchief, and 
revealed it not? | 

Have I not tacitly conſented to the Death 
ef a poor Neighbour, by neglecting to feed 


the Hungry, and ſuffering the Poor to ſtarve 


and periſh, when it was in my Power to help 
mem? | 


Duties to our NEIGHBOURS, 


SEVENTH COMMANDMENT;. 
4 


l Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 


| Ha; E I not, by Adultery, nor any 

11 Uncleanneſs, defiled my Body? And 
ave I kept it in Temperance, Soberneſs, 
ind Chaſtity ? And have I kept within the 
poends of Modeſty and Decency? Have 1 
ot been leud and offenſively immodeſt in m 
Eiprefſions? And have I endeavoured and 
mrayed for God's reſtraining Grace to ſubdue 
If lawleſs Paſſions and Inclinations ? 


EIGHT H 
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324 Meditations and Prayers 


Duties to our Nx 18H BOURs. 
EIGHTH COMMAND MEN T. lie 
.Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


3 Av I not defrauded my Neighbour? T 
Have I been juſt and honeſt in all my 
Dealings, and quictly and peaceably ſuffered 
him to enjoy his own Property ? H 
Have I not deceived and over-reached an 
Perſon, taking Advantage of his Weakneſs 
Have I with-held from any one his Du {+ 
when it was in my Power to do him Juſtice ; 
Have I uſed any falſe Weights or Meaſures! 


. 8 : mitte 
Have I not been guilty of gaming unlauſueaf 
Ip, and pofſcifing myſelf of amother”'s Po 

Have I been covetous, and given to U 
Ty and Oppreſſion, or wronged any pool w 
Orphans or others left to my Care ? So] 

be 


Duties to our NEIGHBOURS, 
NINTH COMMAND MEN. 


| Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt th 
Neighbour. 


Hau! I been careful to bear Witne 
to the Truth, and not injured ano 
ther by any falſe Evidence? 

Have I taken away no Man's good Nam 
by any defamatory Relation, or falſe Ac 


ſations? Have I been guilty of no Barter 


| preparatory 10 the SACRAMENT, 52 5 
Jr falſe Speeches, nor concealed the Truth: 
Wo any one's Prejudice, being required by Ju- 
ice to give Teſtimony thereof? 


Duties to our NEIGHBOURS. 


TENTH COMMANDMENT., 
Thou ſhalt not covet, &c. 


Ave I been contented with ſuch 
Things as I have, and not looked up 
o my Neighbour with an envious or a grudg- 
wo Eye? 

| Have I deſired Nothing that is another's, 
bis Wife, his Fortune, or the like, but ſub- 
nitted to that State of Life, in which it has 
fleaſed God to call me? — 


N 


) 


„ 


ul 
0 


„— 


— 


tr 2 Recollection of the particular Sins, 
0088 t2:th which we may charge ourſelves, in this 
delf-examination, the following Prayer may 
be uſed. 


J all Things are naked and open, and in 
noſe Sight no Man living is juſtified, ac- 
tt the humble Confeſſion of my Mouth, 


Ir all thoſe Offences and Breaches of thy ho- 
Will and Commandments, whereof, in this 
f. examination, my Conſcience accuſes me, 
d for which I juſtly deſerve thy Wrath and 
ny Indignation. = 

| How 


ETERNAL and ſupreme Being, to whom 


id the Contrition and Sorrow of my Heart, 
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5 26 Meditations and Prayers 


How great is the Burden of my Sins, how: 
grievous the Remembrance of my Iniquities ! 
Againſt thee only have I ſinned and done this 
Evil inthy Sight. | | 

O Lord, if thou art extream to mark 
what is done amiſs, who may abide it. Re- 
member not Lord my Tranſgreſſions, of what 
Nature ſoever they be; and, whether with 
reſpect to thee or my Neighbour, do away 
mine Offences through the Satisfaction of 
thy Son, that ſpotleſs Lamb, who was ſlain 
for the Sins of the whole World. 

Look not upon my Cmiſſions, nor the 
ſuperficial and cool Manner of my pertorm- 
ing the Duties of Religion; and let not thi 
Impurity of my Intentions, the Want of 
Sincerity and Fervency of Spirit, render 
them abominable in thy Sight. 

O Lord, forgive not only my Sins of Ig- 
norance and Infirmity, but thoſe which | 
have committed againſt the Light of Res- 
ſon, and the Remonſtrances and Checks of 
my own Conſcience, 

What ſhall I ſay or do unto thee, or 
wherewithal ſhall I bow myſelf before thee! 
Thou haſt hee me what is good, and what 
doſt thou require of Sinners, but that they tiri 
from the Wickedneſs which they have commit 


ted, and do that which is lawful and rigli 
to ſave their Souls alive? | 
O enable me to overcome my nature 
Frailties, to deny myſelf, and be thou, and 
not my own Paſſions, my Maſter and 
1 5 | Vernes, 
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vernor, and guide me continually with thy 
Holy Spirit. Accept the Sacrifice which 
lam going to offer at thy Altar of a bro- 
ken and contrite Heart, and let the Suffer- 
ings there repreſented be excuſatory Brui- 
ſes for all my Sins, and the prevailing 
Wounds wherein I may hide all my Tranſ- 
grefſions. ; 

O give me, Lord, the Senſe to know 
Duty, and the Grace to practiſe it; that thy 
Commandments may be for the future my 

Vid, and all my Delight may be in thy Lato; 

and that I may exerciſe myſelf therein Day 
and Night; that I may be in the happy State 
of that righteous Man, who ſhall be like a 
Tree planted by the Water-fide, and ſhall 
bring forth his Fruit in due Seaſon, whoſe 
Leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſcever he 
wth ſhall proſper. 

That I may be in a conſtant Readineſs for 
de holy Communion, and all Chriftian Du- 
co Wes, and which will allo fit and prepare me 
or my great Change, when I come to leave 
is World and be no more ſeen: Deliver 
* me, O Lord, from all deadly Sins, and aſſiſt 
ee; Ine in the Practice of all thoſe Virtues and 
hat Woraces, which are ſo ſtrongly, and with ſuch 
geading Inducements, recommended to us by 
ey holy Religion. Inſtead of Pride give 
be Humility ; inſtead of Covetouſneſs, Cha- 
ty and Beneficence ; that I may not be vi- 
ws but chafe; not envious but gentle and 
"17g to Mankind; not intemperate but 
| mede- 


Ural 
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528 Meditations and Prayers 
moderate; not angry but patient; and, inſtead 
of Slothfulneſs, give me a Diligence and Ear- 
weſtneſs in my great and ſpiritual Vocation. 
Grant me Grace to bring forth the Fruit; 
of the Spirit, to perform every temporal 
and ſpiritual Work of Mercy in my Power 
to my Fellow-creatures; and, finally, to | 
ractiſe thoſe ſublime Virtues, which may | 
ring me within the Beatitudes of thy Son's  - 
Goſpel ; that, in the Moment of my Death 
and Day of Judgment, I may be eaſyand MI 
happy; and that, after a Remembrance of 
thy mercitul Redemption in the bleſſed Sa- e 
crament of thy Church on Earth, I may re- 0 
ceive its laſt, its ſovereign and glorious Ef- IF 1; 
fects in thy everlaſting Remembrance. in 
Strengthen me, O Lord, in the pious Re- 
ſolutions I have made, to forſake all my ſin- 
ful Practices, and to make much of thy Lau, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the great Model of all 
Virtue and Perfection; to whom, with Thee 
and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed all Wor— 
ſhip and Praiſe now and ever. Amen. 


— 


For SATURDAY-MoRNING. 


Thankful Refledions and Meditations upos 
our Saviour's gracious Inſtitution of lb 
Bleſſed Sacrament. 


Br be thy Name, O Lamb of 


God, for taking away the Sins of the 
Vorld, and | comforting us at thy holy * 


— — — 
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tion of our Salvation by thy Death and Sut- 
ferings. What Thanks and Acknowledg- 
ments are due to thee, for the Life we now 
enjoy ! But Oh! how ſhall I ſpeak thy 
Praites for the Life which thou haſt given us 
in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? We praiſe 
thee for all the Bleſſings of this Life; bur, 
above all, for thine unſpeakable Love in the 
Redemption of our Souls from eternal Mi- 

cry, by the Body and Blood of Chrift, I 
was [ind to the Joys of Eternity, how 
great is thy Mercy, in giving me the Light 
of thy glorious Goſpel, when J was in ſuch 
[piritual Darkneſs, and for guiding my Feet 
into the Way of Peace. 1 

Thou haſt brought me into green Paſtures, 
and haſt raiſed my Hopes of heavenly Trea- 
ſures by theſe holy Myſteries of Faith, by 
the Pledges and Seals of our Pardon and 
dalvation, in tac holy and bleſſed Ordinance 
-l the Lord's Supper. 

My Sul fhall be ſatisfied, even as it were 

_ WW 1 Marrow and Fatneſs, when my Mouth 

praiſeth thee with joytul Lips at thy Table 

Love, where we lee, that, though we are 

on Linners, there is Mercy with thee and plente- 
os Redemption. 

How delightful are the Reflections on 
thy wondrous Works! How great is the 
Power thereof! How merciful doſt thou 
ippear in the Memorial of divine Tove 
and Goodne e, which thou haſt inſtituted 
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c30 Meditations and Prayers 
the Holy Communion! O Lord, who is like 
unto thee? 5 
Thanks be to God, that we are born in 
this Chriſtian Country, that we have theſe | 
noble Privileges, the jpiritual Comfort and 
Bleſſing of God's Word and Sacraments, 
What People, what Nation are more enga- | 
ged to God than we, for the Enjoyment of 
thoſe Ordinances, by which we draw nigh to 
God by Faith? Bleſſed is the Naticn whon W | 
thou chu ſeſt, and cauſes? to approach unto } 
‚ 
f 


thee, that they may dwell in thy Courts, aid 
be ſatisfied with the GooDNtss oy THY 
 Hovse, even of thy holy Temple. 0 

O what Objects of our Pity, what Subjects 2. 
for our Prayers, are the Strangers that know not u 
Cod, and Feſus Chriſt whom he has ſent ! Me £ 
have the bright Candleſtick ſhining in full of 


Luſtre, we are called and invited to a View MW H 
of the Love of Chriſt, in giving his Body to be ke 
Broken, and his Blood to be ſbed for us; bis Re- th; 
demption of us, his Wounds, his Suffering, J 
the Stripes by which we are healed are ſacra- Va 
mentally diſplayed to us. He has made tis «yy 
{piritual Delight and Satisfaction the Duty 2. 

of a Chriſtian, How ungrateful would it b 7: 


to be unthankful, how undeſerving of a Be tin, 
nefit not to ecknorwledoe it? With a thankiv and 
Heart as well as Innocence let me always S way 

to thine Altar. hig 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all tha py 

is within me bleſs his holy Name. Let th. 
Words, which the Lord ſpake on anotie 
| . C 


Oc 
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Occaſion, be verified in every Communicant, 
* I vill be ſanctiſied in them that come nigh me. 
If the Relief of our temporal Neceſti- 
ties, if our Diſcharge from Priſon and Con- 
finement by ſome generous Benefactor, ſo 
engages our Hearts and Affections to him, 
if every Mention of him pives us Pleaſu e, 
and every Sight of him moves our thankful 
Lipsfor his Favour and Kindneſs, what grate- 
ful and thankful Conceptions ſhould the 
Heart entertain of Chriſt, who relieved our 
ipiritual and greater Wants, delivered us 
from the Bondage of Death, the dark Priſon 
of the Grave, dying for oun Sins, and riſing 
again for our Fuſtiſication, and who, to keep 
up the Senſe of the great Things he hath done 
tor us, and give us the continual Satisfaction 
of ſeeing our Salvation through him, of the 
Happinels we are reftored to by the Sacri- 
hce of himſelf once offered, hath inſtituted 
this holy Office, to /bezww forth his Death until 
be come again; ſo that, whilſt we live in this 
Vale of Miſery we may have that Hope in him 
which maketh not aſhamed, that Hope which is 
Duc be Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt. 
| For this fpiritualEntertainment,for the con- 
tinual Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, 
and the Benefits received thereby I will al- 
ways give Thanks unto the Lord, eſteem it the 
higheſt Subject for Adoration, and Bis Praiſe 
Hall ever be in my Mouth, 


Aa 2 A Thank/- 


* Levite , 3-- + Plalm XXXiv, 1. 
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A Thankſgiving for this holy Ordinauce. 


HorLy and merciful Saviour, who gaveſt 
thy Lite for Sinners, and art the Com- 
fort and Strength of them who belicve and 
hope in thee ; I, thine unworthy Servant, do 
give thee my humble and hearty Thanks fo 
this thy Goodnels to me and to all Men; 
particularly, O Lord, I glorify thy holy 
Name for the ſpiritual Comforts and Keireſſ- 
ments of thy holy Table, to which Sacra- 
ment, by thy Command and {pectal Inſtitu— 
tion J am called and invited by the Voice of 
thy Church. 
How great 1s thy Goodneſs in admitting 
me to this divine Repaſt, who am not wor- 
thy to Ber up the Crumbs which fall from 
thy Table ? 

Our Fathers did eat Manna in the Wille: 
n:ſs, and are dead, but thou giveſt us the Bread 
Gt eternal Lite, according to thy own Words, 11 
Jſe that eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my F 
hath everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe him u 
at the laſt Day. It the firſt Manna was 0 
{weet and refreſhing to thy People [/r2el, and " 
tending to their bodily Support, how much 


V9! 
more lo is this our Manna ſent from Heaven, wha 
whereby our Soul; are refreſhed by thy Bod Cor 

- Vii 


and Blood, /gnified, and facramentai'y receiv 


ed by us. And, G Lord, if thy great J. 1. | 15 
| To] wy 
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ſhewn to the Iſraelites was ſo worthy, as it 
certainly was, of their Praiſe and Acknow- 
ledgment, what a Sin of Ingratitude Would 
be our Unthankfulneſs for theſe holy M 4h 
ſeries and Pledges of thy Love. 

As our Bodies are by the Bread and Wine, 
ſo are we ſpiritually ſtrengthened and ſup- 
ported in tis holy Communion. Accept, 
O Lord, the Praiſes of my Lips, and the 
lmcere Aﬀections of my Heart, for this Act 
of Religion eſtabliſhed in thy Church, anc! 
give me Grace, O Lord, fo to behave that it 
may anſwer thy gracious Deſign of Inſtitu- 
tion, that I may remember by what Means 
Salvation was procured for the ſinful Race of 
Wankind, what Benefits were conferred by 
* Croſs and Paſſion, and that I may be 
charmed and conſtrained, by ſuch Memoria“ 
of thy Love, to walk in the Ways of thy 
Commandments. 

As often as I remember thy 7 
Mercy at thy Table, give me, O Lord, 
thorough Scnie and thankful Heart for 755 
reſtimable Price of that Redemption, that 
lurpriſing Miracle of thy Love which paſſes 
al Underſtanding. Vouchſafe, O kind Sa- 
viour of the World, to receive theſe Praiſes 
Which I offer unto thee, and accept of my 
Concern for the Weakneſs and Defect of ſuch 
my humble Offering. 

Increaſe my Knowledge and Senſe of thy 
brace and Favour to me, that they may 
prove a Shield againſt the many Temptations 
1 | ot 
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ef the World, keep me from ſinning againſt 


| thee and diſobeying thy Goſpel. Grant, © 


Lord, that, encouraged by thy Love and 
Goodneſs to me, I may chearfully run every 


Fainful Race which is ſet before me in this 


World, and preſs towards the Mark of our 
Ligh Calling; that, after remembering thy 
Lufferings with holy and pious Affections, at 
thy Table here below, I may finally reccive 
ihe Fruits thereof, and be numbered among 
the bleſſed, who ſhall be called to the Marri- 
c ge-Supper of the Lamb. 5 

Grant this I beſeech thee, O holy and ado- 
rable Saviour, to whom be Glory in thy 
Church for evermore. Amen. 


CE EET ET 


So 6 as, ** —— . — ad * —— — * iis. cm. „* 


A Prayer for the Love of Chriſt, 


Hor and great Redeemer of the 
World, give me a true and unfeigned 
Love for thee, ſuch an ardent Affection, 25 


may make me deny myſelf, and forſake all 


the vain Pleaſures of the World, for thy Re- 
ligion and Service. . 
Let me not love in Word but in Deed and 


in Truth, and ſuffer not my Heart to be 10, 


deceived by the falſe and alluring Attractions 
of Sin, as to reſiſt the powerful Charms and 
Engagements of thy Love and Mercy to me; 


but let them be imprinted on my Mind, ans 
| produce 
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produce the Returns of Gratitude, and a 


cordial Love of thee, who art my Saviour 
and my God. | 


Grant I may ſhew the Sincerity of my 
Love, in gladly ſuffering, if I am called to 
it, for thy Sake and tae Goſpel's; that my 
Love may be ſo conſtant as never to be turned 
or diverted by any Trouble or Affliction, 
but that 1 may love thee unto Death, and 
receive the ſovereign Effects of thy Love, 
thy Crown of Life. Grant, O Lord, I may 
nave that perfecl Love which caſteth out Fear, 
and that I may eſteem nothing too hard to 
ſuffer, nor difficult to execute in Obedience 
'0 thee, To whom, with the Father and Holy 
hoſt, be all Praiſe and Worſhip now and 


tor ever. Amen. 


tenths, 


——— 


For SATURDAY EVENING, 
Meditations and Serious Reflections an Faith. 


ITHOUT Faith, I know, O Lord, 1. 
is impoſſible to pleaſe thee, or to come 
worthily to the holy Sacrament. As the Root 
is to the Tree, the Foundation to the Building, 
or the Spring to the Fountain, fo is Faith to 
the Chriſtian, and the Preparative to all reli- 
gious Duties, | 
It is the principal of all Religion, and he 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is. 
a a 4 Faith 
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Faith overcomes the World, it informs the | 


_*cul who and what we ought to love, to 
ſhun, and to purſue; it teacheth us, that 
what the World calls good is evil, and that it 
is good for us to be offlifted. ” 

Faith teacheth us to know God and our- 
ſelves; and is that Grace of God through 
Feſus Chriſt, which, St. Paul tells us, ill de- 
liver us from this Body of Sin and Death. The 
firit Work of Grace is Faith, by which we 
are united to Chriſt, and receive a new Life 


cr B 7th from him, commonly called Rege- 


neretion. _ 

The true Believer, where Faith is active 
2nd lively, regards and ſeeks nothing but 
Gee, and in him alone finds Delight and Sa- 


tis faction. Faith ſets not its Eyes nor its 


Heart en Things which are not, and from 
which in Time of Need, in the Heur f 


Death, and Day of Judgment, no Help can 


be received, 
Faith makes us glory in that Croſs of Cbriſt, 
which is a Fumbling Piech, and an Offence to 


the Men of this World; for it makes us lee } 


the Benefit of the Crois, and the Redemp- 
tion and Salvation procured to us thereby. 

When the fr/t-Man had ſinned and rebelled 
againſt God, and had infected and corrupted 
his Purity, there was no. Way to loſt Hap- 
pineſs, but the Way which God, in his infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Mercy, appointed; that is, 
Jzsvs CHRIST, the Way, the Truth, and ihc 
Life ; by the Satisfaction of one without _ 

. it Q 
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or the leaſt Iinperſectien, and which could be 
Chriſt alone. : 

We were redeemed by the Way of the Cra, 
and Sufferings, through which our Lord 
himſelf paſt, and appointed the ſame Path in 
{ome Degree for his Followers, and which 
Way we can never bring ourſelves into but 
by Faith. | 

Faith is the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, 


and forming him in our Souls, which is fo 


difficult and ſtrange to Fleſh and Blood. Faith 
is that Chriſtian Philoſophy which exceeds all 
the Learning and Wiſdom of the Men of this 
World. 

O how ſhould we pray for the Lord to 77- 
creaſe our Faith ? And how neceſſary is this 
Chriſtian Grace for a worthy Participation of 
the holy Communion ! unleſs we ſtedfaſtly 
believe the Promiſes of God, and have a lively 
Faith in his Mercies through Chriſt, how 
can we receive the Benefits of that Sacra- 
ment, that Memorial and Application, to 
ourſelves of thoſe Sufferings, repreſented to 
us in the Communion, and the End of this 
holy Inſtitution? Faith is required by tlie 


Church of all worthy Communicants, ard 


upon which Principle all our Works and Sei- 
Vices are accepted by GOd. pe 
A bare Belief, that there was ſuch a Per- 
fon as Jeſus of Nazareth, and a bare Aſſent 
to his Doctrines, is nor ſufficient to give a 
Man a Title to the Salvation promiſed and 
Parchalcd by him; but it mult be a hearty 
| AL Acknow- 
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Acknowledgment and Confeſſion of Chriſt 


crucified for our Sins, by which Sacrifice we 


..are redeemed; and to which, in order to 


make it an operative and not a dead Faith, 
we muſt add an holy, pure, and innocent 
Life, conformable to the Doctrines of his 
Goſpel: He is the Author of eternal Salvation 


Hl 


\ to all them that (bey Bim. 


Let us then examine ourſelves with regard 
to our Faith. Whether, upon the Evidence * 


and Proof which our bleſſed Saviour gave of 


his being ſent from God; vhether upon his 
exact anſwering of all the Predictions con- 


cerning him; whether, upon the Innocence 


and holy Life of the bleſſed Jeſus, his Freedom WT 


from all Guile, from all Suſpicion of Craft 
or Deſign ; whether, upon the Force of his 
Miracles, upon the Voice from Heaven de- 
claring him, upon his Reſurrection: from 
Death, and manifeſt Aſcenſion into Heaven, 


there is not Demonſtration to confirm us in Wi 
the Chriſtian Faith? And whether, upon 


ſuch Grounds, we do not believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the Redeemerof the World, -and 


through whoſe prevailing Merits we have re- 


ceived Remiſſion of Sins? | | 


O may we all underſtand the Things be- 
longing to our Peace! and may every one, 
who thus embraces and believeth the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, frame his Life and Converſa- 
tion agreeable to it, that our Practices may 
bring no Odium nor Reflection upon our 


Principles, but that we may adorn the Do- 


ctrines 


1 


— 
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Etrines and Inſtitutions of our Lord and Sa- 
viour in all Things.  *  -- 15 
If we thus believe and thus live, if Chriſt 

is the Foundation, and if Virtue is the Super- 
ſtructure, we ſhall always be prepared for 
this holy Communion, and receive the Be- 


nefit and Comfort thereof. It will procure us 


that Peace of Mind, which is the greateſt of 
earthly Felicities, and bring us infallibly to 
that Heaven which Chriſt hath opened for all 
Believers. Lord, I believe, belp thou my Un- 
po e what I ſee not, teach thou me ! 
e937 53>: | 1 


SD tt 


A Prayer for FAITH. 


FN Lox, the Creator and Father of all 
Mankind, whom I have the greateſt 
Defire to pleaſe, but cannot without a true 


Faith, and which I cannot obtain but from 


thy: Grace; be entreated to give me ſuch a 
Belief and Confidence in thy Mercies through 
= Chriſt, as may make me approach, with Joy 
and Fervency of Spirit, thy holy Table, and 


apply the Sufferings there repreſented, as a 


never-failing Remedy, to my ſinful and pol 
luted Soul, © ; 15.2 218008 
O let me embrace the Declaration thou 
haſt been pleaſed to give us, in thy holy 
Word, of our Salvation through his Blood, 
whom thou didſt graciouſly ordain to be the 
N 5 Saviour 
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540 Meditations and Prapers 

Saviour of fallen Man, and to die for poo: 
Sinners. Euligbten my Fyes, O Lord, thet ] 
Aeep not in Death; but make me contemplate 
that adorable and bleſſed Perſon, who is the 
Reſurrection and the Life, that I may com- 
prehend what is the Breadth, the Length, the 


Depth, and Height of thy Loveto us in him: 
bk \ That I may no more live unto myſelf, but that 


_ Chriſt may live in ine; that neither Principa- 
li its, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor 


Things to come, nor any Thing may ſeparate Wi 


me from thy Love, which tho haſt ſhewn 
for me, in my Deliverance and Salvation by 
the Son of thy Love, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may come to thy 
Altar with ſo deep and lively a Senſe of ſuch 


thy divine Love and Goodneſs to me, that 


J. may be. excited to love thee above all 


Things, and for thy Sake, my Neighbour," WW 


who is the Work of thy Hands: Give me 
ſuch a Faith in thy Promiſes through Chriſt, 


as may take off my Anxiety for worldly - 

Things, and make me ſtudy thy Will and 
| Pleaſure in all Things; that, bringing forth 
the Fruits of good Works, I may prove the 
Sincerity of my Faith and Affections to thee, 
in this Faith, 1 


and that, living and dying 
may receive the End thereof, even the Salva- 


tion o ny Soul, through Jeſus Chrift, my 


| blefſed Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 


Anotbe 


An 


; __— 
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3 _ 


Another Prayer for perfect Charity with ell 
| 0 af Off | HOW: 7 BR 
r rbb Lord, vines went 0 doing 
Good to all Men, by whom an Enemy in 
I onreſs was relieved, and thy healing Hand 
Wirerched out to cure him; who haſt taught 
us the excellent and ſublime Virtue, to for- 
give Injuries, and to bleſs our Neighbours as 
: urſelves, and to bleſs and pray for our Ene- 
I q a doing unto them in their Afflictions, 
ss in the ſame Circumſtances we world they 
ball do unto us, give me Grace, who am 
ow going to remember thy univerſal Love 
» Charity, to acquit myſelf, like a Chri- 
lian, of a Duty ſo great and God-like, ſo 
promotive of my own Peace, and ſo pre- 
entive of the evil Conſequence, in this World 
| 1 d the next, of Hatred, Malice, and Uncha- 
%leneſß. | 
o Lord, let me look upon an Znemy, 
o wants my Help, as thou waſt pleaſed to 
ok upon Mankind, who had rebelled againſt 
Wie, and yet whom thou cameſt from Hea- 
In to die for, and fave them from De- 
uction! O let me bear that Feature of 
vine Love, which cauſes the Lei to ſhine 
on the Juſt and Unjuſs! . 
'U Lord, . root out of my Heart all Bit- 
meſs and. han, and-all Paſſions and Af- 
fections 
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fections contrary to that Spirit of Love and 
Peace, which was thy Practice, and is the 


Temper of thy holy Religion. | 
. . Give me, O Lord, the Wiſdom to reMDc 
collect our Liableneſs to Error, and to pity 2 
the F ailings, without bear ing any Hatred te £ the 
the Perſon, of a Brother and fellow Creature h 
As all Sinners were included in that Lov | 
which made thee lay down thy Life for ou Par 
Sakes, let no offending Brother be exclude no 
my Chriftian Love. Be thou my movin hea 


Example in this, as in all other Virtues an ac 
| Graces, and let me follow the Steps of th 
Charity and Forgiveneſs. How can I ex 
pect the nouriſhing Food of thy Sacramen 
the ſpiritual Refreſhment of thy Table, whil 
I canſee my Enemy hunger, or one, that ma 

have injured me, thirſt, and ſhut up m 
Bowels of Compaſſion from them. | 
O let me never fall into a Temper of Min 

ſo contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity in g 
neral, and of this thy holy Inſtitution. Wl 
let the Communion of thy Body and Bloogi 
ſacramentally and ſpiritually given to ti 
Servants at thy ſacred Altar, enlarge mi 
Heart and Sentiments to all my Chriſtian Br 
thren, for whom, as well as for myſelf, tho 
ſufferedſt Death upon the Croſs. | 

O Lord, forgive all my Enemies, Perſ 
cCutors and Slanderers, and teach me to fo 
give them: Do good to them that hate mi 
and let me learn to do Good to them allc 
8. 5 rememb 


remember not their Offences, and teach me 
to forget them. 

O Lord, who haſt taught us, that all-our 
W Doings without Charity are nothing worth, 
pour into my Heart that moſt excellent Gift, 
the very Bond of Perfectneſs, without which 


Finally, O Lord, grant that all, wha are 


| E another, and be filled with thy Love and 
5 eng, Benediction, that we may forgive 
ach other, as thou haſt forgiven us, and live 


3 Wand love as Brethren, till we all arrive at 


| 1 [thoſe bliſsful Regions, where every Member 


: WPominion uhu all Ages. Amen. 
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3 | whoſoever liveth is counted dead before thee. 


W Partakers of this Communion, may love one 


- 
% 
- — - 
— — — - N 


W vill be ever united to its Head, even to thee, - 
Jo merciful Saviour! to whom be Glory and 
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I O T H E L 
On Sp AY- Morte being the Da - he 5 
Sacrament, at cur tuft Riſing. m 

On p what is Man, that thou art mind- 5 
ful of him, or the Son of Man, that th 
thou fo regardeſt him ? WW 
Thou feedeſt me in a green Paſture, and dr 


3 me forth beſide the Waters of Com 
Ort 
Thou ſhalt prepare a Table for me againf 
them that trouble me; thou haſt anointed my 
Head with Oil, and my Cup ſhall be full. * 
Thy loving Kindneſs and Mercy ſhall fold . 
low me all the Days of my Life, and I will 
dwelt in the Houſe of the Lord forever. 
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed Garments from Bojra ? 
He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
he was bruiſed for our Iniquities ; the Chaſ- 
tiſement of our Peace was upon him, and by 
his Stripes we are healed. 
He was led like a Lamb to. the Slaughter, 
and as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, 
ſo he opened not his Mouth. What 


: 


— 
1 
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What Reward ſhall I give unto the Lord, 
for all the Benefits which he hath done untome. 
[ will receive the Cup of Salvation, and 
call upon the Name of the Lord. 
W This ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than 3 
Bullock, which hath Horns and Hoofs. 
10 God, my Heart is ready, w Heart 
ss ready! awake Lute and Harp} 1 myſelf 
43 © vil awake right early. 
Praife the Lord, O my Soul, who for- 
3 Y civeth Archy Sin, and healeth all thy Infir- 
l 4 mities. 
W Lo, I come to as thy Will, O God! 
q The Dogs cat of 'the Crumbs that fall from 
er Maſter's Table, but thou wilt feed me 
YA with. the Children's Meat, and make me to 


; Wink out of thy PRs and admit me to thy 
= 0 k Table, 


racious the 
t truſteth 


I O let me- PEER hearken to thy Words; 
br they are Spirit, and hey are Life. 


. —— I 


A Prayer to be uſed before + We ge 2 Chunk? | 
Hol Redeemer of the World, to 
whom all Things in Heaven and Earth 

nuſt bow and obey, who haſt inſtituted the 
bleſſed Sacrament of thy Body and Blood, 
ommanding us to receive it in Rexel: 
France of thee, let the beneficial Qualities of 
lat Command, and thy own. great Power 
ud Authority, evermore prevail on me, 

7. TS; 


545 AComrantion 
to attend this holy Ordinance,  O Lord, 
grant I way approach thy Table with Hu- 
mility and Lowlineſs of Mind, and a Senſe tr 
of my own Unworthineſs. N te 
O give me a proper Notion of myſelf, and k. 
the Honour done to fo frail a Creature, in V 
admitting me to thy Table, and /atisfying ny 
Mouth with thy good Things. Grant I may 
have a ſtedfaſt Faith and Intereſt in thy Pro 
miſes, a thorough Contrition and Abhorrencq 
of all mine Iniquities, a perfect Charity with 
all the World, and ſuch a right Underſtand WM 
ing and Knowledge in theſe ſacred Myſteries WM 
that I may by Faith diſcern the Lord's Boy 
and my Soul be nouriſhed with this holy Sa; 
crament of thy laſt Supper. 4 
O Lord, give me lach Qualifications, a 
may make me an acceptable Attendant at th 
Altar; pardon all my former Neglects, ani 
Abſence from thy Table, together with a 
my unworthy Approaches to it; and gran 
that for the future, no faithleſs Tears, no yr th: 
volous Pretences, nor any Plea of Unj:1nc/W 
which we might, but are too careleſs to 74 
move, may cauſe my Diſobedience to th 9 
2 Precept, nor hinder my frequent an 
comfortable Reception of this holy Sacrament 
and all the Benefits of thy Death and Paſſion W 
Cleanſe me from all the Pollutions of m 
Frail and corrupt Nature, in that * Fountai 
which thou, haſt opened for our Purification 
and cloath me with the proper Wedding ga: 
ment for this ſpiritual and heavenly Feaſt. 


* Za h. xiii. 


% 
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Jam coming to thy Houſe, and to thy Table, i 
een upon the Multitude of thy Mercies; be en- | 
treated to look on me, thy ſinful, but peni- il 
W tent Creature, with a gracious Eye: and, 
knowing the Earneſtneſs of my Soul, the 
wWillingneſs of the Spirit, be pleaſed to paſs 
by the Weakneſs and Infirmity of my Fleſh; 
and grant I may receive this holy Sacrament 
to the Honour and Glory of thy great Name, 
and to the Welfare, Comfort, and Salvation 
of my own Soul: And this I beg through 
thy Merits, O bleſſed Lord God | To whom, 
WE with the Father and Divine Spirit, be all 
= Worſhip and — now and ever. Amen. 


* 


2 


4 Prayer to be | uſed at } Church, 2. if Wwe come be. 
4 fore the Service begins. 
: GREAT and glorious Lord Gods 
YH whoſe Ears are open to the Prayers of 
3 7 hutnble Servants, and who haſt promiſed, 
4 chat, where wo or three are aſſembled in 
1 Re Name, thou wilt be in the midſt of them; 
behold thy unworthy Servant now proſtrate 
W before thee in thy Houſe of Prayer: And 
1 give me, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, ſuch 
1 Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, that I may per- 
form the Service of thy Church with an hum- 
ble, reverential, and ſerious Devotion, that 
| may glorify thee in my Body, and in my Spi- 
nt, which are thine; and offer a Sacrifice hcly 
nd acceptable to thee, which is our reaſona- 
ble Service. 


— 


5 


Open 
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Open my Heart, O Lord, to receive glad- 
ly and compr-henſively thy holy Word, and 
grant I may worthily and beneficially partake 
of thy holy Communion, ; _ 
Turn my Eyes from Vanity, and my 
Thoughts from worldly Concerns, that they 
may be captivated to the Obedience of Chriſi. 
Let thy holy Word be ſuch a Lamp unto 
m Feet, and a Light unto my Paths, as may 
conduct me in the Way of Righteouſncſs, 
and to that heavenly Kindom, which has been 
purchaſed for me, by the precious Blood of 
thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* 
e 


Aſter Sermon is ended, before you approach the Ml 
Table, you may uſe the following Ejaculations Wi 
and Prayers, er as many of them as Time ſhall A 


. n . . 
LO = ] 

of "+ 

N 55 | 1 

, 3 

1 


WII I love thee, O Lord my Saviour, t 

for thou haſt done marvellous Things. 
The good Sheep hear and obey the tweet 
Voice of the Shepherd, O make me of that 


Number, and feed and ſatisfy my Soul in thy WM a 
rich Paſture. . 1 f 
O let me go to thy Altar, not truſting 
in my own Merits, but in thy wonderſul and 
great Mercy. I will come” to thy Table . 
with Thankfulneſs, and partake of that hea- 
venly Banquet, which thou haſt prepared for 
them that love thee; there is the Bread o l 
Life which came down from Heaven, and he, 5 


I that with Faith eateth thereof, ' ſhall live cter- 
_ nally, 3 1 
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In this Sacrament the Bread and Wine are 
diſtributed to thy holy Apoſtles, and left to thy 
Church, as holy Pledges of thy unſpeakable 
Love, chat we might never forget ſo great a 
Mercy, as thy Death and Suffering for our 
Sins; and that Iniquity might not be our Ruin. 

Thou, O Lord Chriſt, haſt graciouſly left 
2 commanded this Memorial of thy Suffer- 

Thou art the unſpotted Lamb of our 
Chriſtian Paſſover, thou haſt ſpoke Peace to 
my Soul, and thy Word endureth for ever. 
O' let the Sprinkling of thy precious Blood 
waſh out the Stains and Defilements of my 
ſinful Nature, -and preſerve me from endleſs 
Torments and the deſtroying Angel. 

Il cannot help Fearing and Trembling, for 

my Tranſgreſſions are many, and the Words 
of my Mouth, and the Thoughts of my 
Heart have been Evil continually, but I re- 


pent and am ſincerely ſorry, that I have ſin- 
ned againſt ſuch Goodneſs, and I have re- 
courſe to the Fountain of Mercy. 


believe that thou art to be my Jude, 


9 and I fly to thee as my Saviour alſo; O look 


upon me with that Love and Compaſſion, 
which made thee obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs. 

Remember me, O Lord, whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy moſt precious Blood, hear 
my Supplication for Mercy, whoſe Truſt 
and Hope are in thee. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, my King, 
and my God, who, after a divine and = 

| e 
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derful Manner, and under the outward and de 
viſible Signs of Bread and Wine, doſt im- di 
part to poor Sinners the Benefits of thy Body Pe 
and Blood, given and ſhed for them. O let 
me parta ke of the Fruit of this bleſſed Or-. 
dlinance, according to thine own Werds, that of 
he that eateth thy Fleſh and drinketh thy Blood Si. 
ſhall remain in thee, and thou in bim. 35 
O God the Father of Heaven, have Mercy 2 
upon me! 

O God the Son, Redgemef of the World, 

with Pity behold the Sorrows of my Heart 
for Sin! 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding fro 
the Father and Son, have Mercy upon me! 
From unworthily 1 this holy Sa 
crament, O Lord, deliver me. 

I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord 
that I may come to thy Altar with true Re 
pentance, with a lively and ſtedfaſt Faith i 
thy merciful Redemption, with a thankfu 

Remembrance of thy Death, and in Lov! 
and Chriſtian Charity with the whole World. 

O Lord hear my Prayer, and et my Cri 
come unto thee. | 


— 


5 of 5 | 
| ; Þ "PP and bleſſed Redeemer, fror 


wy whom all Things derive, and to whol 
-all Things belong, who art the Lord of A 
gel and Men, and the Glory of Heaven an 
rth, what great Obligations do we lie - 


to the ALTAR. 551 
der to thy divine Goodneſs, who not only 


died for our Salvation, but didſt order a per- 
petual Memorial thereof in the holy Sacra- 
ment, that we might conſtantly receive the 
Delight and Pleaſure proceeding from avi π] 
of thy redeeming Grace; and, in this State of 
Sin and Frailty, of Trouble and Sorrow, be 
put in mind of the Way thou haſt made for 
us to eſcape, and of the bleſſed and glorious 
Effects of thy Croſs and Paſſion ! With what 
Contrition for Sin, with what Humility and 
Repentance, with what Returns of Love and 
Gratitude, and with what Purity of Body 
and Soul, ſhould we receive this ſublime My- 
ſtery of thy Love! 

O forgive what thou ſeeſt amiſs, and ac- 
cept, Lord, of my imperfect Duty and Service, 
and grant. that this holy Communion of thy 

Body and Blood, which I now preſume to 
take and dare not refuſe, for thou haſt com- 
manded it, may tend to the Remiſſion of all 
my Sins, may regulate all my Fears, and ſo 
moralize my Actions, that I may for the fu- 
ture do what is well-pleaſing in thy Sight. 
| Be pleaſed, O bleſſed Lord, to extinguiſh 
all my Affections and Motions to Sin, by an 

inward Senſe of what thou haſt ſuffered for 
lit, and enlighten my Underſtanding to ſee 
on he E olly and Danger thereof, that it would 
on de to crucify thee afreſh, and forfeit the 
\ 8 Claim which thou haſt graciouſly given me to 
an everlaſting Life, through the Merits and Sa- 


un lisfaction of thy Death and Paſſion. 
de 


q 


7 


Grant, 


* $52 A Comyranion. 
- Grant, O Lord, that no Sin may remain 
in me, whom-thou art about to refreſh, and 
feed with ſo rich and delicious a Banquet ; 

and let it Prove. an Antidote agaiii{t all 
the Poiſon of the Serpent, and defend an 
_ preſerve me from all his Temptations, thac 1 
may be united to thee in Faith and Love, till 
Larrive at thy full Meaſure and Stature of 
PerfeCtion, and enjoy the Felicity in che 
Kingdom of the Bleſſed. Grant this, I be- 
ſeech thee, O adorable Saviour, to whom 

be eternal Glory and Honour. Amen. 


5 5 
0 — — — — - — 

* * " N * ey 
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Another Prayer. 


FN Gop, of whoſe only Gift it cometh that 
we do unto thee true and laudable Ser- 
vice, from whom all holy Deſires and Af- 
fections proceed, be pleaſed to aſſiſt me with 
thy Divine Spirit, that, with a proper Diſpoſi- 
tion of Heart, I may receive tnis bleſſed Sa- 
crament, obſerving the- End of its Inſtitution, 
in remembering, with unfeigned Love and 
 Thankfulneſs, the Death and Sufferings of th 
dear Son, my Lord and Saviour; for whole 
Sake, and in Obedience to whoſe Command 
give me a ſincere Love for all my Brethren. 
without Exception, whether Friends or Ene 
Be graciouſly pleaſed, O Lord, to fix ara be 
ſettle my wandering Thoughts, and enflame 
my too cool and languiſhing Affections, that 
4-49-4500 | £ gs f «ol 


* 2 1 * 
1 
* . > 
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to the ALTAR. 


the Reſpect due to this ſacred Ordinance. 


a Accept, O Lord, of m my Intention and 
; {WPiſpoſition to offer the a Holy and reaſonable 
nice, and grant, that, by a worthy Partici- 
pation of thele holy Myſteries, I may gather 


new Strength to ſubque my ſenſual Aﬀec- 
tions, and to advance more and more in 


Time of Need, I humbly 


and through the Satisfaction of Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, Amen. 


* — * ah. 


— uw. 
Wo 


lat 4 Prayer upon giving our firing. 

mM Þ | 
8 Mrncirvl God, by whos kind Pro- 
5 vidence I am able, and by whoſe 
11 


Grace I am willing to relieve and aſſiſt my 
poor Brethren, let theſe my Alms, with my 


accept this ſmall Return of my Gratitude and 
Acknowledgments to thee andthisTeſtimony 
of my Love and Regard for my Fellow-crea- 
tures. O let me ſeek thy Glory and not 1 
(Wn, Fra i this Offering. 

Remove far from me all Vanity, Often- 
tation and wortily Views, let my Applauſe 


| B b Things 


| 4 . . 
5 53 ; ve. & 
* 


n the Performance of this ſolemn and impor- 


3 tant Office of thy holy Religion, nothing may 
„ Woke off my Attention, or make me forget 


Paths of Piety, which Grace to help me in this. 
beg for the Love 


Prayers, go up for a Memorial before thee, and 


be . N and my Reward ge 


CO EX oth. 1 am heartily ſorry for m 
3 $ - Omiſſions and unworthy Performancl 
all my Sins, bear no III-will Nen Malice t 


to lead a new Life, following thy Commanc 


2 ri 
Things which are above. 3 give me th 


glorious 8 at the Re urrection ol bt 
4 Val. Amen. Wy S; 
Another Pr Her, 57 or” t the poorer Communican 
Phe they , Cive theig Mering. 85 # 
FN? Rear Lord, 5 5 Eye i in the Got G 
pel was over the 7 reaſury at the Tem 
Fe. remarking the reſpective Offerings of ti 
"Wick, and the Poor, and didft accept ani tl 
zhly approve of the /idew's Mite, have I 
like Regard to this humble Oblation of m U 
ſmall Ability, and let my Will and charita 
ble Intention towards my neceſſitous Brethre 1 
be acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord my Re 1 
deemer. who ſearcheft the Heart, haſt 9 
_Reſpet? of Perſons, and who becameſt pod v 
thyſelf o make us nich. 3 . 
tl 
. we are going to the 7. able. fe 


Isfthis Duty. I truly and earneſtly repent « 


any Neighbour, and, by thy 


race, inte 


pents, and walking from heticeforth in t 
1 Wes, Lord, 1 a help * 
| 1 


16"the ALT * „ if "| 


belief, and grant, that I may take this * 
Saerament to my Comfort. Amen. 


— 


| Devour Ejaculations at theTord's Table. 


de Hart panteth after the Water- 
22 ..-brooks, -ſo longe:h my Soul after thee, O 

__* Bp 8 

O Lord, Gall I not believe 25 confide in thee, 
who haſt given thyſelf for me? Shall I not love 
thee, who haſt ſo loved me as to lay down thy 
Life for my Sake? YT, ra, Lord, thou Lowe. 
that T love thee + 

1 am weak and infirm, Lord, ſtrengthen me; 
ſpeakgtbe Word only, and thy ſinful Servant 
foal W'bealed ; pour upon me the Abundance © 
of thy. Grace, fay unto. my Soul, 1 am thy Sal- 
vatign. 5 

have found him whom my Seu] Ioveth ; $4 
Son of David, have Mech upon me! 

God... commendeth bis Love fn . 
that, while we were yet Sinners, 7 CB N died 2 
for us. 

As by one Man 8. Diſobedience many were 
made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one ſhall 
wany be made righteous: Be it unis ny Her- . 
vant net : "on by, 


* 


+. 
{ 
d 
17 
z5 
3% 
* 
Ty | 
| 
z 
* 
+ 
1 
17 
+ 
* 
t+\ 
134 
: 
i 
;9 
$ | | 
34 
= 
4 $ 
> 1 
* 
11 
% £ 
1 
[1 
j 
« 
9 
* 
1 
[4 
? 
?. 
TH 
* 
43K 
1 
by 
168 
4 1 
# U 
| 
1 
IL 
7 
! 


gie ” Fran of e the be, 


OLE 


* 


* $ 
— K A ce apt 
—— 
——— —ͤ—ũ—4 ͤꝓ W—Vv—ͥ—́ — 


4 give me Grace to confldg 7 


ments © Bb wind —_ y thy 
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Poains and Crucifixion, that I may cal! 1» Ml © 
f mind, in the Breaking of this Bread, thy Body 1 
| broken, and in the Pouring of this Wine, the 
Shedding of thy moſt precious Blood: O let Ml © 
{ thy Love for me in thoſe Wounds be im- 
4 Frinted ſo deeply in my Mind, that no; 
lime, nor worldly Pleaſures, nor Temp- 
tations, may ever efface the Memory there- 


of; that, I may not forget my Duty and 
F Obligations to thee, for this unparallleled 
F FKEindnels; but, bearing in mind the 
F cruel Print of the Nails in thy Hands and 
5 Feet, and the Spear in thy Side, I may abhor 
| Sin, be cruc:fied with Chriſt, letting Sin ne 
| mure reign in my mbrial Bady : And, God for- 
bid, that 1 ſhould glory,. . ſave in iber of 
Chriſt, by whom the World is crucified ts me, 
and I unio the World, © 


** | "WIFI 
- >.” * k * 1 4 * T 5 io; 1 | , ; 
vip me, O 


ace 4 td, as au 
and to the Strengthening and 
of my Soul; that I may receive it in Com- 
m f thy Death and Paſſion, and 
| Faith and Confidence in thy 
action. O let me rtake 


TS fo — 


T * 
" . - 
* * 0 8 
4 , | N 
a | 3 
* 7 — 
4 , any 


ws . * 


to the AL TAN 5 * = 
of the Virtue” and Efficacy of thy crucified 


Body, which was given to preſerve my Body 
Wi Soul unto * Ts 


Upon receiving the Bread. EY 


'Taxz and eat chis Bread in Memory of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Body was 
given and crucified for me; and I feed on 
him in my Heart, by Faith, with Thank\- 
giving, O Lord, pardon my Sins, through 
the Merits and Death of Chriſt, and let me 


evermore get in _ Cheift, and Chriſt in 
me. 


— 


A, ang the Bread add as follows. 


RANT O Lord, that this Sacrament 
of Chriſt's Body may be an effectual 
9 to quicken my Faith and Love of 
him, that I may grow in Grace, and in the 
Practice of all good Works, until my Body 
ſhall, me made like unto his Key Body, 
OE come to his 1 Kingdom, 


ns FETs — 


— — — 


—— u — 2. „%% — — — we ol 


Upon r receiving the Cup. 


Ns vBER in this Cup, O bleſſed Low 
with all Gratitude, the Shedding of thy 
r pretious Blood for the Remiſſion of my 
6 B b 3 Sitz 


——— eee EY ERS 
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2 1 7 Dana ms 7% 


Sins. 1 drink it in a deep Senſe and Ac- 


knowledgment of thy Aon hin Goodneſs 
85 70 Oo Lord, mak M el 


4 N 
22 —— 1 


Mie arinking the Win ne 444, as o follows 


\ Ran 75 O. holy e that thi 
Fruit of the Hine, bleſſeſt and con- 
"nd to this ſacred Uſe, may refreſh and 
comfort my Soul, waſhing: it from all irs 
Stains and Pollutions, that it may be without 
Z Spot preſented unto "thee z and that I ma 
1 receive the bleſſed Effects of thy Blood ſhed 
upon the Croſs, in thy glorious nd ever 
e! N 


* 


— 


: * 1 . , " * 
* 


en Jour are rm to your ILY uſe thi 
. e Prayer and men ine, 


Eg 


\ M. 9's holy and gracious Lord God, 
JF who haſt permitted me to draw nea 
to thy holy Table, and to partake of the 
moſt "High and ſolemn Myſtery of our hol 
Reich: pardon, Tbeſcech, thee, all my Un- 
1 preparedneſs, my Want of true Repentance 
and Examination in ſo great an Undertaking, 
and let not any Failure, or Miſcarriage in 
me, hindef the bleſſed — of chis di- 
wine Ordinance. 
Grant, that it may conyey and work 
| Grace 1 in my Heart, move me to lead a new 


Life 


TY Sie Ee 
I'S: | 2 ng 06 e 
- * 1 CV . = ? 


. the ALTAR. "ER "Yea? | 

| Life, and procure my eternal Welfare and | 
Salvation. O let it purify my Conſcience - 
from all dead Works, and make me perpe- 
tually to Terve thee, the living and true Gad, 
in all holy and I Converſation and 
Godlineſs. 

J have renewed my baptiſmal Oath and 
Obligation, by this ſolemn Sacrament, ena- 
ble me, O Eo to perform all my Vows 
and Reſolutions "of better Obedience, and 

make me diligent; fo make my great Calling 
and Election ſure, by improving all my Time } 
and Talents to the beſt Advantage, and * 
7 pecially to thy Honour and G 
Ils admire and adore thine infinite Wiſdom - 
6d Goodneſs, manifeſted and memorized in 
this holy Sacrament. Greater Love could 
not he ſhewn, than for thy dearly beloyed 
Son, Jeſus. Cbriſt, to lay down his Life for 
my, Sake; grant that I may not crucify bim 
afr 05, by my Sins and Impieties, nor put 
him again to open Shame, who has tio his 
Blood for me. 

O let fo great an Honour ind Favour 

done me, unite and engage my Heart, Will, 


and Aﬀections unto thee. 


Be pleaſed to accept of my poor Mite of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, offered from an 


unworthy, but relenting Heart, for eve 
Action of my Life that Ha difpleaſed and 
offended thee: O preſerve and keep me now . 
in thy Service; let me not ſtart aſide like 
4 broken Bow, nor my righteous and holy 
n 


„„ | * 
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560 | DireBions how be live well after 


Reſolutions be as 4 Mornihy 7 
Dew, that paſſeth away: 


ut O do thou, 


the Author and Giver of all Grace, eſtabliſh 


me in good and chriſtian Principles and Af- 


fections, as upon the flirong Mountains, that, 


art founded upon Chriſt Feſus, the Rock 
1 Age, no Floods of worldly Sorrow, 
no Storms nor Temptations may ever prevail 


unt me, but that I may Perſevere in the 


8 is in Feſus. 
t, O Lord, that, having fought « 
1 Fiche, and kept the Faith, lived in 
| ble Unity of thy Churcb, and in the Bord 


of Peace, having fineſhed my Courſe with 


Joys and, been faithful unto Death, I may 


3 | receive the Crown. of Life, which thou, 
 - the righteous Judge, ſhalt give to thoſe 


that love and” fear thee, for his Grace and 
Mercy's ſake, and through the all-ſufficient 
Merits of our ctucified Lord and Saviour, 
| 700 Us fus Chriſt ; to whom, with thee, the ever- 

an; hs Father and bleſſed Spirit, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due from all Perſons, and in all 
Ages and Places of the World, Glory, Ho- 


=. nour, Praiſe, and Adoration. Amen. 


* % 
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Some Motives and Directions ts live well after 


65. the Sacrament. 


Fr is pot a bare Performance of religious 
Ft 1 Duties without ſhewing the Effects there- 
| ve in an 1 Life and Converſation, 2 bo 
eclare 


Cloud, or early 


aq Z 


. Recerving the Holy Sacrament. 561 | 


| declare us to be true Diſciples of Chirſt, or 


procure us thofk eternal Joys purchaſed for . 


us by his Death and Sufferings. 

We have not only promiſed to lead a new 
Life, but drawn near to the Lord's Table, 
with ſuch a Promiſe and Reſolution, how 
baſe, how perfidious, how diſpleaſing to the 
bleſſed Author of this Sacrament will w be, to 
baniſhall theſe pious Vows and Engagements, 


| ſuch a ſacramental Contract with God, if I 


may fo call it, for the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
are only for a Seaſon, and which will deprive 
us of the Pleaſures at God's Right-hand, which 
are for evermore. 


A Non-communicarit deſpiſes the Lord's 


Chriſt in \/iighting his holy Ordinance, a 
- wicked Communicant diſpleaſes him, and 
is a Diſgrace to it. What but the ſhameful 
Infamy of Hypocrify can it bring upon us 


to retire and perform pious Devotions 


one Meet, and and re-admit all our Vices the 
next, to leave all ourRighteouſneſs at Chure 
and take up gy former ill Habit? This is 
moſt daring 1 to mock 


God, 1 to 22 he the — all Mercies 4 


conſuming Fire. 


it we all may be one Fold, under the 
of heck a by a cenſtant and uniform Courſe 

and Virtue ; by doing our Duty, to 
| Grd, 0 dur Te 0 


* * 


| ppy =_ 
Effect of the 1% u and chene # 


and bring home wandering Sinners to Chiiſt. 


7 * r that 


2 * 1 n 
7 * = 
_ 25 
Fu 6 ” nn 


# e 25 \ Diredtios bw th 2 Kor 


de antlent Remark upon Chriſtians . 90 
de made upon all Communicants, Sts how - 
| theſe Men live and love one another, and which 
if we are not careful to perform, it will be a 
3 Demonſtration, that -we love not the. Lord 
| 2 12 Chri#, that the Remembrance of his 
| 3 cath and Suff-rings for us have had but 
Beetle Effect, if ſuch unexampled Love, and 
= * gracious End thereof, which is our. Sal- 
; Þ vation, -cannot conſtrain us to Holinefs and 
1 Obedience. AI 7 
Let us then oa to lead our Lives 


ew we yn re $6: re to, will ap- 
every Day more pleaſant and delight- 
give us Pest Mind, -: Joyous and 


il be eternal Lifſe. 

And firſt with Regard to God; look upon 
1 % Greatneſs, and thine own Nothingneſs; 
upon his Power, and thine owh Weakneſs; 
vpog what thou deſerveſt, and upon his dai ly 


for your Soul in Chrift, 7e ; and then, if 
EF. you have the leaſt S ark of Grace or Gra- 
titude, it muſt prevail upon you to love him 
E - with allyour Heart, mth a all your Soul;-and 
= With all your Strength, und to let his Com- 
ass de your Delight and your. Practice. 
* All our Actions take their merit from 
* jt * r PL to the. Will of God, and if 

| | ily Bread 
A have the 


Lb. 
* 4 3 


|. Mcording. to the following Rules, which, 


Z re Reflections, and the End thereof | 


Boddheſs. to. thee, and what he hath done f 


* 1 


6 aa bd ” 
A et ws % te 1 u 


e the Hoy: n 563 
:Tig 22 F his Gountenance in this World, and 
in — which is to come and eternal and un- I 
interrupted Felicity. —_ 
| Secondly, let us love.our Neighbour, i 9 
perform all kind Offices after the Exam . 3 
of Chriſt; iet us:bearwith his nee en =Y 
which is an exalted Proof of our Love ; 
. under-value and flight him in any Ci. 4 
ſtance or Capacity, becauſe he is the Works. 
manſhip of the Lord que God. 2 8 2 
Let us be. generous,” en, and undeſign» © i 
ing in all our Words and Actions, of large 
and Catholic Sentiments, nat :hating any one 
for- their Difference of Opinion; but, being 
ready to ſerve and aſſiſt them in all Wants 
temporal and ſpiritual, having a tender Re- 
gard and Reſpect to the Sufferings, and nat 
to the Perſons of Men; and, being kind and 
affectionate to all, loving and forgiving one 
another, as God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath for- 
given us. 3 
And laſtly, with regard to 9 let 
us do the Duties of our Station with Chear- 
.fulneſs and Content, let us often meditate u 
on the Joys of Heaven, and then no worlal 
Troubles will greatly ruffle us; let us be 
prudent and careful, that we may be inde. 
Pendent upon a falſe and deceitful World, 3 
and do all in our Power honeſtly and fairly "I 
to keep ourſelves from thoſe Neceſſities which 
make us liable to Temptations, to be cor- # 
_ 15 ſeduced to Evil. Let us be mode- 


| | Mok 


{4 


ſober to preſerve our 110 
| and religious to preſerre d Souls, 
. 5 e that Chriſt came to reform the Man- 
2 ee dt Men, to refine and improve Mora- 
to eſtabliſh it upon the be Principles, 


N — 


r 


3 25 Foun. make it pre of the hap ppict Con- 


2 


daence. That Grate of Cod hath appeared 
— MY es us to deny all E wodlint)5, tale ke” 
nd to live fab iy aũd godly 

(ent WH fer the bleſſed 

wearing of our Lord 

e hall cope in the Glory 


e 225 may * fi grafted 
E that they may bring in every 
micant the Fruits of gosd Living to 
God? 8 Honour and Glory, through 7eſus 
Chriſt our * Amen. 


